


City of Yachats Water Department

• Tourism is a major driver of the economy, and seasonal residents can 
substantially increase the number of water users served and water 
demand, especially during the summer months. 

• The combination of increased water demand in summer and reduced 
streamflow's in the City’s water supply sources has resulted in the 
City needing to implement water curtailment measures in recent 
years.

• Currently working on new strategies for providing a reliable long-
term water supply. 



The City holds water rights for the use of water from the following 
sources: 
• Reedy Creek 
• Salmon Creek 
• Yachats River

Reedy Creek is the City’s primary supply source and Salmon Creek is 
a secondary supply source used only when Reedy Creek flows are 
insufficient to meet the City’s water demands. The City relies on its 
Salmon Creek water supply every summer due to insufficient flows in 
Reedy Creek. 







Reedy Cr. Watershed is owned 
by the US Forest Service

Salmon Cr. Watershed is mostly 
owned by the US Forest Service 
with the west end being owned 
by timber companies.



The City was unaware that this area was going to be logged until it began. The first year they logged the top part of the ridge 
and the second year they logged the side of the ridge.







Reedy Cr 3 NTU’s               Salmon Cr 1000+ NTU’s



Drinking Water Protection Plan

• In 2017 DEQ reached out to 
the City and suggested that we 
create a Drinking Water 
Protection Plan. 

• After submitting a LOI, DEQ 
provided a $30,000 grant to 
pay for the cost of creating the 
plan.



DWPP Completed
Sept. 2021

The major goals of this DWPP
• Protect the City’s current drinking water sources by 

identifying and assessing risks in the source water 
areas.

• Developing effective strategies to address those 
risks

• Providing a well-defined implementation plan to 
ensure that necessary drinking water protection 
activities are carried out. 
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