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LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND



 Created by Congress in 1964
 Provides money to federal, state 

and local governments to 
purchase land, water, and 
wetlands

Land and Water Conservation Fund



 The LWCF is used to:
 Provide recreational opportunities
 Provide clean water
 Preserve wildlife habitat
 Enhance scenic vistas
 Address climate change
 Protect archaeological and 

historical sites
 Maintain the pristine nature of 

wilderness areas

Land and Water Conservation Fund



 The LWCF receives money 
mostly from fees paid by 
companies drilling offshore for oil 
and gas. 

 Other funding sources include 
the sale of surplus federal real 
estate and taxes on motorboat 
fuel.

Land and Water Conservation Fund



 The 2020 Great American 
Outdoors Act provided 
permanent funding for the LWCF

 It also increased the funding for 
the Forest Service's LWCF.

Land and Water Conservation Fund





 Past Land Purchases:  https://lwcf.tplgis.org/mappast/
 Learn more about LWCF at: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/land/staff/LWCF/
 Window for 2024 proposals closed October 14
 For more information regarding LWCF, contact the USFS 

Regional LWFC Coordinator Rick Pringle at:  
 503-808-2401
 Richard. Pringle@usda.gov

Land and Water Conservation Fund

https://lwcf.tplgis.org/mappast/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/land/staff/LWCF/


GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS





Grants and Agreements

 Learn more at:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r6/
workingtogether/grants

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r6/workingtogether/grants


WYDEN AUTHORITY



 Authorizes USDA Forest Service 
(and BLM) to enter into 
agreements for actions off 
National Forest Lands to benefit 
FS resources within watersheds 
where they manage land.  

Wyden Authority



 Agreements may be with willing federal, tribal, 
state, and local governments, private and non-
profit entities, and landowners to conduct 
activities on public or private lands for:  
 Protection, restoration, and enhancement of fish 

and wildlife habitat and other resources
 Reduction of risk or natural disaster where public 

safety is threatened.  

Wyden Authority



 Authority originally provided 
in FY 1998 “Watershed 
Restoration and 
Enhancement Agreements in 
Department of the Interior, 
Environment, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations 
Act”

 Law extended multiple  
times in appropriation bills.

 Permanent status gained in 
the Omnibus Public Land 
Management Act of 2009 
(P.L. 111-11).  

From Temporary Budget Rider to Permanent Law



 Provide tangible benefits 
to achieving FS goals 
and objectives

 Can be structural or 
physical improvements

 Can be studies, surveys, 
monitoring

 Must be consistent with 
federal and state laws.

Wyden Authority Projects 



 Increases agency efficiency
 Enables effective whole 

watershed restoration 
across multiple 
ownerships

 Facilitates collaborative 
relationships with 
communities/stakeholders

 Helps with management 
of migratory species.  

Benefits of using Wyden Authority



 Does the project 
achieve FS 
goals/objectives?

 Is your goal restoration, 
protection, and/or 
enhancement of FS 
resources? 

 Does the project result 
in benefits to resources 
on FS Lands?

 Is the project in the 
public interest?

Questions to Ask Prior to Going Wyden
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