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Federal

• Funding: $$$
• Complexity: ★★★★
• Interests: Easements and Fee Simple 

Acquisition 
• Eligible Entities: Government and all 

local jurisdictions (i.e. Oregon 
Department of Forestry, counties, 
municipalities)

• Application Process: Highly 
competitive, with a state review cycle 
and a national review process. 

• https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-
land/private-land/forest-legacy

USFS Forest Legacy Program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Each state can submit three projects for up to $20M in projects each annual cycle 
75% cost share based on yellow book appraised value 
LWCF authorized at $900M per year, FLP project list typically upwards of $70M 
$88M in 2022

The purpose of the Forest Legacy Program is to identify and conserve environmentally important forest areas that are threatened by conversion to non-forest uses. Providing economic incentives to landowners to keep their forest as forests encourages sustainable forest management and supports strong markets for forest products.

Landowners may participate in the Forest Legacy Program by either selling their property outright or by retaining ownership and selling only a portion of the property’s development rights; both are held by state agencies or another unit of government. The use of a conservation easement, a legal agreement between a landowner and a non-profit land trust or governmental agency, allows the land to remain in private ownership while ensuring that its environmental values are retained.

The program is funded by the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which invests a small percentage of federal offshore drilling fees toward the conservation of important land, water, and recreation areas for all Americans. The passage of the Great American Outdoors Act provides permanent funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund. For current information on implementation of the Great American Outdoors Act, please visit our website.






Federal

• Funding: $
• Complexity: ★
• Interests: Fee Simple Acquisition 
• Eligible Entities: Government, 

Tribes, nonprofit organizations
• Application Process: Annual RFP, 

with a relatively high likelihood of 
western states competing (most 
projects located out east) 

• https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing
-land/private-land/community-
forest

USFS Community Forest and 
Open Space Program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
50% match required
Maximum ask is $600,000 per project
$5.5M total funding in 2022

A local governmental entity, Indian Tribe (including Alaska Native Corporations), or a qualified nonprofit organization that is qualified to acquire and manage land. Individuals are not eligible to receive funds through this program.

The Community Forest Program (CFP) is a competitive grant program that provides financial assistance to tribal entities, local governments, and qualified conservation non-profit organizations to acquire and establish community forests that provide community benefits. Community benefits include economic benefits through active forest management, clean water, wildlife habitat, educational opportunities, and public access for recreation.


Private forest land:
Threatened by conversion to non-forest use
Not held in trust by the United States
That provides defined community benefits
That is at least five acres in size, suitable to sustain natural vegetation, and at least 75 percent forested.






State

• Funding: $$
• Complexity: ★ ★
• Interests: Fee Simple Acquisition 
• Eligible Entities: Government, 

Tribes, nonprofit organizations
• Application Process: Annual or 

semi-annual funding opportunity
• https://www.oregon.gov/oweb/gran

ts/Acquisitions/Pages/land-
acquisitions.aspx

Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board (OWEB) 

Land Acquisition Grants

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ideally in a Focused Investment Partnership (FIP) priority area or following a Stakeholder Engagement, Technical Assistance grant series 
25% match funds

Local, state, and federal agencies
Tribes
Not-for-profit land conservation organizations and trusts
State institutions of higher education
Independent not-for-profit institutions of higher education or political subdivisions of the state




https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/Index.html?viewer=oitt



Private

• Funding: $ to $$$
• Complexity: ★ ★ ★
• Interests: Carbon rights (an encumbrance)
• Eligible Entities: the landowner (subject to 

any pre-existing agreements and liens)
• Application Process: 1) contract with 

developer, 2) model and verify 3) sell credits
• Note: there is no single authority on carbon 

markets. Use your discretion
• https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/
• https://verra.org/
• https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/

Voluntary Carbon Markets

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/
https://verra.org/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/


Thank you!
Contact at
Benjamin.Rothfuss@tnc.org
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