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Increase in average acres burned statewide for all agencies, over the past three decades

We have experienced a significant change in the average acres burned statewide over the past three decades.  Oregon’s acreage burned nearly doubled (93% increase) from the 90’s to the first decade of the new century and with YTD 2020, Oregon doubled again (108%) in the second decade.

Data for Oregon 12/03/2020:
1991-2000: 2,399 avg #fires, 169,194 avg acres
2001-2010: 2,307 avg #fires, 326,503 avg acres
2011-2020: 2,034 avg #fires, 677,599 avg acres

Nationally the same trend has occurred with decadal acres burned growing from 3.3 million acres two decades ago to 6.6 million acres burned on average across the past ten years.

This is a large fire workload issue and it has impacted all personnel and programs as we operate in a militia model to respond to wildfires.
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