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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Governor Brown signed House Bill 2333 into law on June 11, 2021. Taking effect January 1,
2022, the law relates to the use of psychotropic medications for children and young adults in
foster care.
HB 2333 directs the Oregon Department of Human Services to report information regarding the
prescribing of psychotropic medications to children and young adults in foster care. This is the
second quarterly report submitted, reporting on the data from January through March 2022.
The report includes information as described in ORS 418.517:
(6) On the first day of each quarter, the department shall submit a report to the
appropriate committee or interim committee of the Legislative Assembly on the use of
psychotropic medications for children placed in foster care by the department. The
report must include the number of children in foster care in each department services
district and in each age group who are receiving:
(a) not more than two psychotropic medications;
(b) three or four psychotropic medications; and
(c) five or more psychotropic medications

ODHS – Child Welfare: Psychotropic Medications for Children and Young Adults in Foster Care
Legislative Report
July 2022

HB 2333: Relating to Use of Psychotropic Medications for
Children in Foster Care – Report
HB 2333 directs the Oregon Department of Human Services to report information regarding the
prescribing of psychotropic medications to children and young adults in foster care. This is the
second quarterly report submitted, representing January through March 2022 data.
The report includes information as described in ORS 418.517:
(6) On the first day of each quarter, the department shall submit a report to the
appropriate committee or interim committee of the Legislative Assembly on the use of
psychotropic medications for children placed in foster care by the department. The report
must include the number of children in foster care in each department services district and
in each age group who are receiving:
(a) not more than two psychotropic medications;
(b) three or four psychotropic medications; and
(c) five or more psychotropic medications.
This report provides a breakdown by county of psychotropic medications prescribed to children
and young adults in foster care, reflecting the number of children and young adults in each of
three age groupings who are receiving single, two, three to four, or five or more such
medications.

Children and Young Adults on Psychotropics by Age and Count of Unique
Psychotropic Drugs
Notes:
• Population: current foster children and young adults
• Unique psychotropic drugs are identified by generic name
• Both FFS and CCO pharmacy claims are included (no PAD)
• Children and young adults are excluded if they had no pharmacy claim with an end date in
the past 45 days (no recent therapy)
• Single psychotropic: defined as recent therapy for only a single drug (by generic name)
with at least 90 days supply
• Multiple psychotropics: defined as 90 days of overlap between distinct generics with no
more than a 32-day gap between the end of one claim and the beginning of the next (six
month lookback)
• Any psychotropic: defined as any recent psychotropic therapy with at least 90 days supply
• All Foster Children: Count of currently enrolled foster children and young adults
• Unknown county: typically indicates a county in a state other than Oregon
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Psychotropic Medication Authorization data:
• 232 authorizations approved by RN Consultant
• 15 sent to OPAL K for Physician review
• 6 were denied

Annual Psychotropic Medication Reviews:
• 295 Children reviewed
• 70 requested full medical records review
• 8 Sent to OPAL K for physician consultation
• 35 still in review process

ODHS – Child Welfare: Psychotropic Medications for Children and Young Adults in Foster Care
Legislative Report
July 2022

For additional information please contact:
Roberto A. Gutierrez
Government Relations Unit Manager
roberto.gutierrez@dhsoha.state.or.us
971-317-1265
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