Senate Bill 1515 Changes

To: All DHS Staff
From: DHS Director Clyde Saiki

Today | share with you a chart that gives you an overall look at the duties and
responsibilities under Senate Bill 1515. While there are more details than | can
include here, this will give all DHS employees a general understanding. | hope
you find this illustration helpful.

Please take a look to see how SB 1515 affects you. For some like those with
jobs that include screening and investigations SB 1515 is already part of your
everyday conversations and preparations are underway. The law requires all
Department staff to notify the Director or designee when a threat to the safety
and well-being of a child is suspected at a child caring agency (CCA) or if any
staff become aware of any abuses, violations, deficiencies or failures to comply
with DHS licensing rules.

The safety and well-being of children in our care is a priority for DHS, and SB
1515 helps us make changes to our system with the goal of improving safety for
the children. SB 1515 requires increased coordination and vigor as the
Department monitors, enforces existing regulations and maintains a culture
focused on the individual needs of children and youth. Units closest to this work
includes but is not limited to the Background Check Unit (BCU), Child Welfare
(CW), the Office of Adult Abuse Prevention and Investigations (OAAPI) and the
Office of Licensing and Regulator Oversight (OLRO).

Since the Oregon Legislature unanimously passed SB 1515 in April 2016, DHS
staff have been working to write rules, procedures and train employees in time
for the July 1, 2016 implementation. The month of June has come and gone,
and this Friday is the deadline.

Coming this week you will receive several messages regarding SB 1515 with
detailed topics including reporting, screening and training.
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For more information please contact SB 1515 Project Manager, Helen Hoang
helen.h.hoang@dhsoha.state.or.us or visit the SB 1515 web page
https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/CHILDREN/Pages/sb1515.aspx.

SB 1515, DHS staff training material: https://inside.dhsoha.state.or.us/dhs/dhs-
home/dhs-articles/208/4319-sb-1515-training.html

Thank you,
Clyde
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