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Public input sought on updated plan to expand Oregon Project
Independence, create Family Caregiver Assistance Program

of Human Services

SALEM, Ore. — The Oregon Department of Human Services (ODHS) is seeking public
input by Oct. 24, 2021, on its updated plan to apply for Medicaid funding to expand
Oregon Project Independence and create a Family Caregiver Assistance Program. Both
programs serve older adults and people with disabilities.

The application, which is being made through the Oregon Health Authority to the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), is a 1115 demonstration waiver.
The programs to be expanded are offered by the ODHS Office of Aging and People
with Disabilities, which has issued a public notice with information on how to
comment or participate in a hearing; the deadline for input is 5 p.m. on Oct. 24.

Oregon has a track record of innovating programs to serve older adults and adults with
disabilities, but gaps still remain in Oregon’s system, especially for individuals with
limited income. These Oregonians are at risk of requiring Medicaid when they need
long-term care services and supports.

Today, nearly 800,000 Oregonians are age 65 and older. By 2030, this population is
projected to increase by 25 percent. For those age 85 and older, and most at risk of
needing Medicaid long-term care services and supports, the population is estimated
to increase by 33 percent over the next 10 years, according to the Oregon Office of

Economic Analysis.

The 1115 demonstration waiver would provide the following service expansions with
Medicaid funding beginning in July 2022 for a five-year period:

e Oregon Project Independence would expand to serve 4,500 Oregonians, up from
about 2,350 currently served. The federal matching funds will also permit local
programs to serve younger adults with disabilities, whose participation has been
limited to only one-third of Oregon counties.

Oregon Project Independence services include case management, in-home support
and personal care services, adult day services, home delivered meals, assisted
transportation, assistive technology, and other supports.

About $5 million in general funds that have been allocated by the Oregon
Legislature for this program would not be matched. This ensures that the ODHS
Office of Aging and People with Disabilities can continue to serve Oregonians who
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would not be eligible for the Medicaid-funded program introduced with the 1115
demonstration waiver.

¢ A Family Caregiver Assistance Program would be created to support qualifying
Oregonians, whose family members provide them with care in their own homes,
through a combination of state and federal funds. Oregonians who receive this
family support would be eligible to receive services and supports totaling no more
than $500 per month, with an annual increases for inflation.

Oregonians served by this program would be able to choose from a list of services
including caregiver respite, adult day services, transportation, assistive technology,
caregiver training and education, and other services that the consumer finds
compatible with the caregiving relationship they have with their caregiver.

This program would not replace the Older Americans Act funded Family Caregiver
services. Instead, it would build on that program to serve additional individuals.

Information on how to comment or participate in hearings on the application may be
found on the ODHS 1115 Medicaid Demonstration Waiver webpage. In addition, the
webpage includes the public notice as well as the application and fact sheets that
provide more information on the hypothesis being tested, the methodology and
projected cost savings.
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