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Adult Foster Homes Oxygen Safety and Fire Prevention 
 

It is critical that safe practices are implemented when oxygen is being used in your 

adult foster home. Oxygen can feed a spark and cause it to become a large fire in 

seconds. To mitigate risks associated with oxygen use, follow these safety guidelines: 

 

• Do NOT smoke or allow anyone to smoke in the room where oxygen is being 

used. E-cigarettes, matches, and lighters should not be used in the room 

either. Your oxygen home care company may provide “No Smoking” signs to 

hang in your home and those signs must be posted where oxygen is being 

stored. See OAR 411-050-0650(5)(i)(B) 

• Avoid open flames. Do NOT use oxygen within 10 feet of open flames, such as 

candles, fireplaces, wood-burning stoves and gas stoves. 

• Use caution when using electrical equipment. Do NOT use equipment with 

frayed cords or electrical shorts because they can cause a spark. 

 

➢ Use battery powered razors and hair dryers when using oxygen. 

➢ Hair dryers should be used on a cool setting only. 

➢ If you must use an electrical razor or hair dryer, be sure to use it at least 5 

to 10 feet away from any oxygen source. 

➢ Do NOT us an appliance with a control box, such as heating pad or an 

electric blanket because the control boxes may throw sparks. 

 

• Avoid static electricity. 
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➢ Avoid nylon or woolen clothing that is more likely to cause static 

electricity. 

➢ Use a humidifier in the winter to add moisture to dry air in your 

home. 

 

• Store and handle oxygen properly. Store liquid and cylinder oxygen away from 

heat and direct sunlight. Secure cylinders with chain as arranged by your home 

care therapist. Place cylinders in a secure holder in an upright position. OAR 411-

050-0650(5)(i)(A) 

• Never apply any oily substance, such as petroleum-based lip products, Vaseline, 

Blistex or Chapstick, to the resident’s nose, lips or the lower part of their face. 

These products can also be combustible.  
 

 


