Oregon DHS: Office of Licensing and Regulatory Oversight

Adult Foster Home Provider Alert
Policy updates, rule clarifications and announcements

Date: June 11, 2013

Topic: Safe Medication Administration Campaign — Week Six Activity

Provider: APD (Older Adults and Adults with Physical Disabilities)
[ 1op (Developmental Disabilities)

This week’s Safe Medication Administration Campaign activity is provided for you
below.

| Week Six

Error-prone abbreviations and symbols may
cause confusion potentially resulting in medication errors.

This weeks activity:
® Review your agency's policy or guidance on the use of abbreviations and symbols.

® Only use abbr
abbreviations or symboils.

ns and symbaols approved for your setting — do not make up your own

® Discuss with your team:

% Abbreviations or symbols being used that may cause confusion in your setting;

% The importance of verifying a medication order anytime an abbreviation or symbol isn't clear.

Be a REAL HERO Medication
Errors Down to Zero

For more information on Error-prone abbreviations go to:
www.oregon.gov/dhs/licensing/Pages/safe-med-administration.aspx 5/13

It Matters — Take Control of Medication Safety '.)(DHS

The information contained in the weekly messages and on the Safe Medication
Administration webpage is not intended to be an all-inclusive resource and
should not be used in place of formal training or consulting with a qualified health
professional. The general information is not intended to address all aspects of
medication administration or program specific rules as outlined in Oregon
Administrative Rules (OARS) for licensed or certified settings.

For more information, contact the DHS Office of Licensing and
DHS Regulatory Oversight at 1-800-232-3020 or visit us on-line at
www.oregon.gov/DHS/ Page 1 of 1



