Mandatory Abuse Reporting Notice: 
Adults with Mental Illness
To report abuse call 1-855-503 SAFE (7233)
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/amh/pages/cmh-programs.aspx



[bookmark: _GoBack]As an individual providing services to adults who are mentally ill, you are a Mandatory Reporter according to Oregon law (ORS 430.765). According to the law, if you have reasonable cause to believe that an adult who is mentally ill and receiving services from a community mental health program or facility has suffered abuse, or that any person with whom you come in contact has abused such an adult, you must immediately report the abuse to the community mental health program, DHS or to a local law enforcement agency. When there is reason to believe a crime has been committed law enforcement must be notified. If applicable, you should also follow your agency's policies and procedures so that immediate steps are taken to protect the victim of the abuse.

Oregon Administrative Rules define the following abuse types for adults 18 years of age or older with mental illness who are receiving services:

Abuse includes, but is not limited to:

1. Death:

Any death of an adult caused by other than accidental means.

2. Neglect:

Withholding of services necessary to maintain the health and well-being of an adult which leads to physical harm of an adult.
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3. Sexual Abuse:
Criminal sexual conduct; sexual contact with a nonconsenting adult or with an adult considered incapable of consenting to a sexual act under 163.315.
Sexual harassment, sexual exploitation, or inappropriate exposure to sexually explicit material or language.

Any sexual contact between an employee of a facility or paid caregiver and an adult served by the facility or caregiver.
Sexual abuse does not mean consensual sexual contact between an adult and a paid caregiver who is the spouse of the adult

Any sexual contact that is achieved through force, trickery, treat, or coercion.
As defined in ORS 163.305, "sexual contact" means any touching of sexual or other intimate parts of a person or causing such person to touch sexual or other intimate parts of the actor for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of either party.

4. Physical Abuse:
Any physical injury by other than accidental means or that appears to be at variance with the explanation given for the injury.

Willful infliction of physical pain or injury.
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Pursuant to the law, your identity as the person making a mandatory report of abuse is confidential. Further, the law protects you from retaliation from a community facility, community program or individual when you make a report in good faith.  You may not be discharged or transferred from one location of an agency to another, terminated from your job, demoted or have your pay lowered, or denied contact with the facility or its residents because you made a good faith report of suspected abuse. If you feel you have been retaliated against, you have the right to seek private legal action.  Any agency, program or individual who retaliates against someone because of a good faith report of suspected abuse may be liable to that person for actual damages.
By signing this form, you are saying you understand the Oregon’s mandatory abuse reporting requirements concerning adults with mental illness.  If you do not understand the mandatory abuse reporting requirements, ask to have them explained to you before you sign this form.

You will be asked to sign this form every year and it will become part of your record.




Acknowledgement
I have received training about my mandatory abuse reporting obligations






Please sign your name	Today's Date




PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO YOUR PROGRAM
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