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Elder Justice 

Elder Justice refers to the prevention and protection of older adults from abuse. 
Abuse can take many forms; from physical, sexual and psychological abuse, to 
neglect and financial exploitation. In Oregon, there are local Department of 
Human Services (DHS) and Area Agency on Aging Adult Protective Services (APS) 
workers who conduct investigations. Additionally, the Office of Adult Abuse 
Prevention and Investigation (OAAPI), within  DHS, provides oversight, technical 
assistance and training for APS. Local law enforcement and district attorney 
offices investigate and prosecute perpetrators of elder abuse that rise to a 
criminal level. 
 

• Nationally, it is estimated that 5 million older adults face abusive situations 
each year with only 1 in 23 cases of abuse being reported. 1 

• In Oregon, 2,569 older adults and people with physical disabilities were 
determined to have been abused in 2013.2 

• In community settings in Oregon, there has been a 39% increase in 
substantiated abuses since 2011.3 

• Financial exploitation and neglect are the most frequent forms of abuse, 
with an estimated 5 percent of the 60+ population falling victim each year.4 

• Of older adults who are financially exploited or abused in the U.S., total 
loses are estimated at $2.6 billion annually.5 

• $11,585,475 is the estimated loss in 2013 to Oregon seniors and people 
with disabilities due to financial exploitation. 6 

• 19% of financial exploitations of Oregon seniors in 2013 were directly 
related to Power of Attorney abuse. 7 

1 Administration on Aging. (2014). What is Elder Abuse. Retrieved from 
http://www.aoa.acl.gov/AoA_Programs/Elder_Rights/EA_Prevention/whatIsEA.aspx May 8, 2015. 
2 Office of Adult Abuse Prevention and Investigations. (2014). Annual Report 2014. 
3 Office of Adult Abuse Prevention and Investigations. (2014). Annual Report 2014. 
4 Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. (2014). Protecting Residents From Financial Exploitation. Retrieved from 
http://files.consumerfinance.gov/f/201406_cfpb_guide_protecting-residents-from-financial-exploitation.pdf May 
8, 2015. 
5 Administration for Community Living. (2015). World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. Retrieved from 
http://www.acl.gov/newsroom/observances/WEAAD/About.aspx May 8, 2015. 
6 Fetters, R. (2013). Financial Exploitation Data Book. Retrieved from http://www.oregon.gov/dhs/spwpd/adult-
abuse/Documents/Financial-Exploitation-Oregon.pdf  
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• In Oregon, financial exploitation allegations increased by 18% from 2012 to 

2013 and represented 42% of all abuse investigations conducted by APS.8  
• The majority of elder abuse victims are women who live at home or 

community based care settings.9 
• Nearly 50 percent of older Americans with dementia experience some form 

of abuse.10 
• Elders who are abused enter long-term care facilities at rates 4 times higher 

than elders who are not abused. They also use health care services at an 
increased rate.11 

• Oregon Adult Protective Services in 2013 investigated a total of 3,625 abuse 
cases in long-term care facilities, 8,016 in community settings, and an 
additional 2,609 self-neglect situations.12 
 

Number of Abuse Cases for Oregonians age 65 and over, by type 2013 
Abuse Type Complaints Substantiated 

Abandonment 53 18 
Financial Exploitation 2831 839 
Neglect 1396 284 
Other 177 31 
Physical Abuse 645 270 
Sexual Abuse 61 10 
Verbal Abuse 1183 450 

Total 6346 1902 
Source: Office of Adult Abuse Prevention and Investigations (2014). Annual Report 2014.  

7 Fetters, R. (2013). Financial Exploitation Data Book. Retrieved from http://www.oregon.gov/dhs/spwpd/adult-
abuse/Documents/Financial-Exploitation-Oregon.pdf  
8 Fetters, R. (2013). Financial Exploitation Data Book. Retrieved from http://www.oregon.gov/dhs/spwpd/adult-
abuse/Documents/Financial-Exploitation-Oregon.pdf  
9 U.S. Department of Justice. (2015). Elder Justice Initiative. Retrieved from 
http://www.justice.gov/elderjustice/research/ May 8, 2015. 
10 Institute on Aging. Elder Abuse and Dementia. Retrieved from 
http://www.ioaging.org/File%20Library/Education/Elder%20Abuse/Elder-Abuse-and-Dementia.pdf May 8, 2015. 
11 National Adult Protective Services Resource Center. (2011). Elder Abuse. Retrieved from 
http://www.ccerap.org/images/stories/documents/adult-protective-services/Elder%20Abuse%20Stats%20-
%20WEAAD.pdf May 11, 2015. 
12 Office of Adult Abuse Prevention and Investigations. (2014). Annual Report 2014. 
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