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Sept. 11, 2019 

To:  All ODDS Staff and Stakeholders 

From:  Lilia Teninty, Director, Office of Developmental Disabilities Services 

 

Please join me in celebrating 2019 Direct Support Professional Recognition 
Week. 

 
This is a week-long recognition of the dedication 
and accomplishments of Direct Support 
Professionals and their vital contribution to 
communities across the country. If you use social 
media, feel free to use the hash tag #DSPRW19 
to help spread the word. 

Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) ensure 
people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities have the necessary supports that 

enable them to live, work, and enjoy life in their community.  

DSPs work in a number of settings. In Oregon, a mix of Personal Support 
Workers (PSWs), and DSPs employed by provider agencies and the 
Stabilization and Crisis Unit, fill these critical roles.  

Together, the Oregon DD system worked hard during the last legislative 
session to increase rates to provider agencies for the purpose of increasing 
agency DSP wages by the end of biennium, June 2021. (PSWs and SACU 
salaries are set through different processes than agency DSPs.) 

Many other states in the country worked toward the same goal, recognizing 
the crucial role DSPs play in the ability to keep people with I/DD safe, 
healthy and integrated into their communities. 
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The work these professionals do is at the core of our values and central to 
the lives of the individuals we support. DSPs and PSWs work hard to make 
a difference in the lives of people with I/DD. We appreciate the value they 
add each day. 

Governor Brown’s proclamation recognizing Direct Support Professional 
Recognition Week is attached. 

Let’s take a moment to show our appreciation and gratitude. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Lilia Teninty 
Director 
Office of Developmental Disabilities Services 
 

Previous ODDS Director’s Messages are available at 
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORS-
DISABILITIES/DD/Pages/messages.aspx 
 
Follow us on Facebook @oregonDHS.IDD or twitter @OregonODDS and 

explore our website.  

 

 

You can get this document in other languages, large print, braille or a 
format you prefer. Contact the Oregon Office of Developmental Disabilities 
Services at 503-945-5811. We accept all relay calls, or you can dial 711. 
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