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Attendees:  
Council Members: Kevin Cameron, Ron Chase, Aaron Felton, Ginger Martin, Thomas 
McClellan, Michael McShane, Colette S. Peters, Mark Royal, Cameron Smith, Max 
Williams 

Steering Committee Members: Cindy Booth, Mark Cadotte, Pegge McGuire, Scott 
Taylor, Patrick Vance 

Interested Observers: Kimberly Allain, Krissa Caldwell, Chane Griggs, Craig Keyston, 
Sue McGuire-Thompson, John Mullin, Anne O’Malley, Ted Smietana, Paul Solomon, 
Stephanie Tama-Sweet 

Max Williams: Welcome and Introductions 

Announcements and Information Sharing 

Mr. Williams asked if anyone had any questions, especially in light of the revenue 
information released yesterday. Mark Royal asked about the Community Corrections 
allotment and whether the legislature (E-Board) or the governor has the statutory 
authority to reduce the allotment. Mr. Williams said it is an unresolved question as to 
whether or not the allotment statute trumps the community corrections statute that says 
that only the legislature shall impact the community corrections budget. The two 
statutes are being reviewed by the Department of Justice and an answer will come from 
that review. Mr. Williams assured the representative from the Oregon Association of 
Community Corrections Directors that he has communicated his concerns about the 
county’s opt-out potential to the governor and the legislature. Representative Cameron 
said he doesn’t believe that a special session will be called to address the situation.  

Judge McShane asked if the Department of Corrections (DOC) has any flexibility in 
impacting sentencing. Mr. Williams said there is very little room for DOC to act 
independently with policies related to sentencing with early release. He has had 
discussions about the issue with the governor and legislators to explain how limited 
DOC is in making budget reductions. Statutory levels of care for inmates, labor 
contracts and sentencing laws all impact what DOC can do. 

Aaron Felton said with only 15 staff members and 3 board members, the Board of 
Parole and Post-Prison Supervision found the discussion of budget reduction became 
personal very quickly. The board is mandated by statute to do the work it does and 
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although the final decision about what to eliminate is a management decision, a full staff 
meeting to discuss the options will be held. 

Mr. Williams said he has been working since August with the Re-set Cabinet on the 
public safety issues, which are complicated and none are without political ramifications. 
At the end of June the governor will release the second phase of the work of the cabinet 
and options will be put on the table addressing not only public safety, but K-12, higher 
education and human services that will create a range of options that legislators and the 
new governor can consider. Mr. Williams strongly suggested that the council read the 
first half of the Reset Cabinet report that was recently released. 

Representative Cameron said he was in a meeting recently with business and labor 
leaders and, while it wasn’t pleasant to hear all of the negative problems with state 
government and business, at the end of the meeting it was evident that labor and 
business people were willing to work together to make changes for the benefit of those 
on both sides of the issues.  

Pegge McGuire said at the Department of Housing and Community Services, less than 
2% of their budget comes from the General Fund, so their reductions will be exclusively 
to programs that feed the hungry and find housing and help for the homeless. Oregon is 
#2 in the nation in hunger and food insecurity and in the top 3 states in the nation in 
homelessness. The latest one-night homeless count statistics has nearly doubled since 
last year. Cuts in these two programs are their only choice. Mr. Williams commented 
that those programs are often helping the very population we are talking about here. 

Review Meeting Minutes 

The minutes were accepted as written and will be posted to the Governor’s Re-entry 
Council website. 

Public Input 

There was no one wishing to address the council. 

Legislative Concept Ideas for 2011 

Continuity of Care and General Assistance - John Mullin and  Stephanie Tama-
Sweet 

Ms. Tama-Sweet works at the Oregon Food Bank on food and nutrition and human 
services programs. She and John Mullin have been working to reestablish an Oregon 
General Assistance Program, which is a program Oregon has historically had to provide 
benefits to those with severe disabilities who are applying and eligible for federal 
disability benefits, but often take 2 to 3 years to begin receiving those benefits. During 
the application process, these people have no assistance and often end up living on the 
street. The Concept Paper for a Pilot General Assistance Program is attached.  

Mr. Mullin explained the need of those releasing from DOC and how the cooperative 
partnership between DOC and the Department of Human Services as a result of their 
representation on the Re-entry Council can assist with supporting this concept. Seventy 
percent of the money spent while waiting for federal (SSI and SSDI) benefits to begin is 
returned to the state retroactively. Statistics are being researched to determine how 
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much additional funding would be saved by county jails, hospitals and other agencies 
who often encounter these individuals because their disabilities are not being managed. 
Ron Chase said Sponsors, Inc. has taken advantage of the various ideations of General 
Assistance over the years and one of the most effective aspects of the programs has 
been the case management of those waiting for benefits. Judge McShane suggested 
that mental health courts, many of which are relatively new, would have information that 
could be useful to the research. 

Mr. Williams suggested that Mr. Mullin and Ms. Tama-Sweet provide a realistic cost 
estimate for the pilot suggested in their report and highlight the cost savings based on 
the projected shorter application period and federal repayment to the state. He also 
suggested the Criminal Justice Commission could be helpful with the statistics. They 
were invited back to a future council meeting to present more detail.  

Limited Liability, Employers and Landlords - Pegge McGuire 

Ms. McGuire said landlords have expressed a major concern with their liability should a 
renter re-offend and charges be filed against the landlord. The same is a concern for 
employers. The issue of not being asked on an initial application about criminal history 
is beginning to be implemented, which is a step in the right direction. Legislation being 
discussed would mitigate liability. 

Anne O’Malley has been working with Ms. McGuire on this issue. She spent time 
discussing possibilities with Judge McShane, who was recommended to her by a 
number of people. Seattle worked with the federal Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and has decreased the time out of prison for a person to be eligible 
to apply for HUD housing from 10 years to 3 years to 12 months. Minnesota has a new 
law that is being reviewed closely. A meeting with a landlord and her attorney is 
scheduled to learn what it is they would argue for and against should a bill be submitted. 
Research supports a certificate of rehabilitation making a significant impact on a 
landlord’s willingness to rent to a person with a criminal history. This is something DOC 
can do quickly. The issue of licensing challenges was discussed. It’s been found that 
even with a license, the business often cannot get liability insurance on the person. Mr. 
Williams suggested that since insurance coverage is a state oversight, the Department 
of Consumer and Business Services should be invited to a discussion at a future council 
meeting. Judge McShane offered an intern in his office to work with the Legislative 
Concept Workgroup to research the ORS’s and OAR’s on job requirements, licensing, 
liability, insurance barriers, etc. 

OYA Proposal: Statewide Re-entry Grant Advisory - Colette Peters 

Oregon Youth Authority received a grant in the amount of $750,000 from the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention with the stipulation of an in-kind match of 
$750,000 for services to youth and the staff time to support the project. The Council 
previously approved application of the grant after a presentation on the intent of the 
grant. Today, Ms. Peters is requesting approval of the recommendation by the Re-entry 
Steering Committee for that committee to become the statewide steering committee for 
this project. A statewide committee is required by the federal grant. The council 
approved the suggestion. Mr. Williams asked that OYA present the juvenile perspective 
at a future meeting.  
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Setting a Course for the Future - Max Williams and Council Members 

Mr. Williams said after 2 1/2 years, progress has been made on a number of issues. At 
the last meeting, a list of improvements was presented by Ginger Martin. Mr. Williams 
asked if the council is still comfortable with the priorities originally identified, namely, 
housing, employment, continuity of health care and mental health care. The one-stop 
resource center was a 4th priority, which has been developed in a number of locations 
around the state. Each one is unique and providing a variety of services. Ms. Peters 
appreciated the progress report and took the discussion to her executive team at OYA, 
who supported the work that’s been done by the council, agreeing with the 3 priorities. 
OYA suggested that the council devote some time to examining the subject of juvenile 
justice re-entry, which was supported by the council. 

Aaron Felton complimented the council on identifying the pertinent needs and working 
diligently to improve those areas and suggested that the ID card be moved to a high 
priority. Mr. Williams explained that the pilot by DOC and DMV was close to completion 
and that it is an important element to re-entry.  

Ms. McGuire asked if Mr. Williams has any issues that he would like to see elevated as 
a priority based on the current budget situation. He said he believes the transition focus 
of the department is cost effective and is hopeful to not have to eliminate any of the 
progressive improvements DOC has made because of the current financial situation.  

Scott Taylor said capturing the benefits and cost savings of the relatively small, 
sometimes free changes that have been made will give the council a perspective not 
seen. For instance, parole officers’ reach-ins have made a considerable improvement in 
the number of parolees who report to their PO as ordered, which saves the counties a 
significant amount of money. If a parolee doesn’t report, they are put on abscond status, 
a warrant is issued, eventually arrested and booked into the jail (sometimes in another 
county, which impacts transport costs) followed by a court appearance. 

Paul Solomon reminded Mr. Williams that at one point the issue of sex offenders (30% 
of the DOC and OYA populations) was suggested as a need to be addressed. Cameron 
Smith asked about the recidivism  rate of sex offenders. Mr. Williams said sex offenders 
recidivate at a low rate (15% vs. 30%). Ms. Peters confirmed the rates are the same for 
youth sex offenders. Mr. Williams said the council can look at the issue in-depth and 
from a number of perspectives and have the conversation. Mr. Chase believes the 
discussion can separate the myths from the research and science. Mr. Williams 
suggested that the steering committee take on the coordination of data collection and 
bring information to the council for the broader discussion. Cameron Smith 
recommended including the state police in the discussion, which was approved. Mr. 
Williams then asked if there are any players missing from the table. Are there non-state 
business people that should be brought into the council? There was agreement this 
would be helpful. Mr. Williams asked members to recommend people and/or 
organizations to be considered as council members, steering committee members or 
workgroup participants. Further discussion brought forward the ideas of out-reach to the 
business community, messaging to regional workforce councils, establishment of a 
speakers’ bureau. These topics will be discussed further. 
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Updates: WorkSource Oregon Pilot - Cindy Booth 

Ms. Booth reports the pilot project of providing limited web-based internet access to 
inmates has been successful at Oregon State Correctional Institution. The pilot began 
April 5, 2010 and to date 150 inmates have been served; 58 are on a waiting list; there 
are 29 websites including the Employment Department’s iMatch Skills where a profile 
can be developed and accessed after release. The profile can be made available to 
employers, vocational skills can be included and a resume written. The Department of 
Human Services site makes available the Oregon Health Plan and food stamp 
applications, which are available in Spanish, Russian, Vietnamese and English. There is 
also information on emergency shelters, community drug and alcohol treatment 
providers. Annualcreditreport.com is available. Project Clean Slate and 
housingconnections.org are also available. In the Portland area, this is a site to apply for 
emergency and long-term housing. The Chemeketa Community College site gives 
access to 24 databases with information on educational grants. Expanding this program 
to the other releasing institutions can be done as surplus computers become available. 
Anne O’Malley then offered free computers that were donated by an architectural firm, 
which were gladly accepted. 

The institution staff gave the pilot favorable reviews. The access puts more 
responsibility for planning their release on the inmate, which frees up staff time, gives 
inmates a sense of accomplishment and makes them more familiar with resources in 
the community. They are also much less intimidated by the computer and the 
resources. Access to sites for veterans is coming, as well as access to county websites. 
Security has been checked daily and no problems have been noted. 

Funding for Identification - Ginger Martin 

The Criminal Justice Commission has identified funding they are making available to the 
ID card project. The interest being earned on grant funds is the source. The method for 
payment is: the parolee will take the required documents to the community corrections 
office; a check payable to DMV will be issued and given to the parolee to take to the 
DMV to get the driver license or ID card. The county will invoice the Criminal Justice 
Commission which will reimburse the county. The Oregon Association of Community 
Corrections Directors agreed to this process; with the understanding that there may be 
an occasional problem with a county, which will be solved if/when it occurs. Sue 
McGuire-Thompson said some birth certificates are not catching up with the releasing 
person. Ms. Martin said she believes there is a process problem within DOC, which is 
being addressed.  

Implementation Tasks - Ginger Martin 

Ms Martin said driver licenses and other forms of identification that were being brought 
to prison in-take with offenders were being sent out to a person in the community 
designated by the inmate. That practice has stopped and the identification is being held 
in the person’s file to be returned to them at release. 

A Second Chance Grant application was written to fund the council’s strategy to 
increase transitional housing and notice about whether or not it will be awarded should 
be forthcoming in the fall.  
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Mr. Williams offered that copies of the TPC Re-entry Handbook are available today. An 
article about the Re-entry Council, written by Mr. Williams (ghostwritten by Ginger 
Martin) and published in Corrections Today is also available. Both are attached. 
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