
 

 
 

Governor’s Re-entry Council, Steering Committee 
   Minutes – Meeting #16  –  December 2, 2009 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Steering Committee Members Attending: Cindy D. Booth, Mark Cadotte, Ginger Martin, Tom McClellan, Pegge McGuire, Fariborz Pakseresht, Nancy 
Sellers, Heidi Steward, Jeremiah Stromberg, Martin Burrows, Ron Chase 
 
Guests: Patty Katz, Paul Solomon, Kimberly Dailey, Sharon Shannon 
 

Item Discussion Action 

Welcome and Introductions 
 

Ginger Martin introduced Sue Blayre from Marion County who has facilitated a 
few of the committee’s discussions during the last year. Ms. Blayre will be 
facilitating this meeting. This model of having distinct roles for a chairperson, a 
facilitator, and a record keeper was suggested to us by Gary Kempker, who 
provided technical assistance to the Steering Committee through a grant from 
the National Institute of Corrections (NIC).   

 

Review of Minutes from the October 7, 2009 
Meeting 

Ms. Blayre asked if there were any corrections or edits to the last meeting’s 
minutes. There were none. 

Copies were distributed for 
review via e-mail. No edits 
were suggested and the 
minutes were accepted as 
submitted. 

Announcements and Updates from Members Ms Blayre asked members to share those items that are being worked on in 
relation to re-entry outside the priorities of the steering committee and work 
groups.  
 
Ms. Martin reported the committee had asked for a summary of federal 
Recovery Act dollars targeting re-entry in Oregon and while there is a large 
amount of information, sorting through it to pinpoint re-entry funding posed a 
greater challenge than she thought it would. This will be reported on at a future 
meeting. 
 
Ms. Martin stated that, at the last Re-entry Council meeting, the Washington 
County Re-entry Council informed the council that they had requested a letter be 
written by the Governor and sent to Oregon employers requesting the employers 
not discriminate against those with a criminal history. Ms. Martin reported the 
Governor’s Office has suggested a different approach and has been in contact 
with representatives of the Washington County Re-entry Council.  
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A copy of the Washington County Re-entry Council (WCRC) Newsletter 
(attached) was distributed by Sharon Shannon for review. Three subcommittees: 
faith-based; housing; and employment have been activated and chairpersons 
assigned. An intern conducted a survey of large-scale, private employers in 
Washington County regarding their hiring practices. WCRC is exploring using 
billboards as a messaging tool with a simple message: “People can 
change...and they DO! Helping the justice-involved re-enter society.” Billboard 
costs for non-profit agencies run approximately $250.00. Representatives met 
with most Washington County newspaper editors and there is some interest in 
running a variety of news stories on the topic. 
 
Fariborz Pakseresht reports that OYA received an OJDDA grant of $750,000 to 
focus on youth with drug and alcohol addictions who live in the Portland tri-
county area, Lane County, and several southern Oregon counties. Mr. 
Pakseresht suggests OYA’s grant coordinator can provide an overview and 
more information at the next meeting. 
 
Ron Chase reported that the Sponsors, Inc., transitional housing facility 
construction project is on schedule and on budget. 
 
Pegge McGuire stated the Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS) 
had been contacted by the Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH). They 
asked this question, “If you were given $25,000 to 30,000, what would you do 
with it?” Ms McGuire replied that OHCS is currently working on a statewide 
discharge planning program, which includes persons discharging from not only 
Department of Corrections’ prisons, but also county jails and community 
corrections supervision, the Department of Human Services and Oregon Youth 
Authority facilities. CSH is interested in further review of the work OHCS is 
doing; however, the focus of the CSH is on those individuals with drug and/or 
alcohol abuse issues, mental health issues or co-occurring disorders. The 
negotiations with CSH continue. Ms. McGuire said she may have more 
information at the next meeting. 
 
Patty Katz reports that the Partnership for Safety and Justice has been working 
with the City of Eugene to remove the question of the applicant’s criminal history 
from the initial application form. They have also met with a Washington County 
human resources analyst and learned that there is no inquiry about criminal 
history on that county’s job applications. 
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Heidi Steward reported that the DOC has finished identifying and notifying those 
inmates eligible for the additional 10% earned time. There are 2,339 eligible; 
1,186 pending at the county level; 332 cases (12%) were denied the time 
reduction by the courts. 
 
Mark Cadotte, in his role as Deputy Compact Administrator for Oregon, 
reminded us of the discussion from the last meeting regarding veterans 
accessing benefits across state lines, usually between Oregon and Washington. 
The issue arises because federal veterans benefit providers are regionally 
distributed and those on post-prison supervision are required to remain within 
their county of supervision. Mr. Cadotte spoke to the Washington commissioner 
at the last Interstate Compact meeting. Within the guidelines of the national 
compact, veterans do get priority. It appears there has been a communication 
misunderstanding around this issue, but it is agreed that the two states will give 
veterans priority in the reporting instructions.  

 Implementation Presentation on 
Identification: Judiciary hearing, 
memorandum of understanding between 
DOC and DMV 

Tom McClellan attended the joint judiciary hearing on HB 2189 with Max 
Williams and reported on the outcome of the DOC/DMV pilot program and other 
programs that will help offenders obtain a state-issued ID card while still 
incarcerated. An interagency agreement has been signed to create a Project 
Team to further explore two options to consider: 1) a mobile DMV unit that would 
visit DOC facilities, and 2) install equipment at one DOC institution and track the 
associated costs. While the joint-agency Project Team is working, the pilot 
program where DOC transports eligible inmates to a DMV site will be reinstated 
to continue progress until a permanent solution is established. The DOC’s 
Transition and Release Unit and the DMV are also working to develop a 
screening tool which will be used by the DOC Transition Coordinators to identify 
those needing a renewed driver’s license and those needing a state ID card. 
Funding for the driver’s license and ID card fees remains unresolved; although 
DOC will continue to pay these costs. 

 

 Implementation Presentation 
Legislative concept on job applications and 
limited liability for employers and landlords: 
Employment and Housing Workgroups 

Cindy Booth reported on a meeting of representatives from the Employment 
and Housing Work Groups of the Re-entry Steering Committee, to discuss 
legislative concepts concerning employment applications and limited liability – 
based on the recent Minnesota law changes. The group identified the need for 
two legislative concepts: 1) an employment concept would address applications 
and employer liability; 2) a housing concept would address limits of liability for 
landlords, only. Proposals will be brought to the January meeting. 
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 Implementation Updates on all 
Implementation Tasks See Status Report (attached). 

 

 Re-entry Topics: Performance Monitoring: 
What measures should be monitored to 
determine whether short-term and long-
term progress on re-entry is being made? 

Handout attached indicates the issues to measure for progress. 
Recidivism will be tracked at 6 months, 1 year, and 3 year intervals. 
What other resources and/or contributions have been made? Identify shifts in 
resources. 
 
The group will be asked to determine what is meant by the “measure of 
success” and how that will be reported. The committee’s original target areas of 
Housing, Employment, Continuity of Care and Re-entry Resource Centers are 
still the priorities. Need to identify changes in practice that have impacted each 
issue. A “scorecard” mock-up for the group to review will be brought to the next 
meeting. 

 

Next Steps Ginger Martin reported she will send the Crime Desistence PowerPoint 
presentation slides to the steering committee members for discussion at the 
next meeting.  

 

Next Meeting The next meeting will be January 6, 2010. Suggested agenda items: OYA 
Presentation; Legislative Concepts; Release Plan Tool Kit; Crime Desistance; 
Implementation. 
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