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NEED FOR THE RULE(S):

The objective of this rulemaking action is to suspend OAR 291-076-0040, a rule establishing a specific multi-disciplinary
review procedure in the event of a suicide, as that rule does not reflect current practice or policy of the Department.

JUSTIFICATION OF TEMPORARY FILING:

The Department of Corrections finds that following the permanent rulemaking process, rather than taking this
temporary rulemaking action, will result in serious prejudice to the public interest because the department’s failure to
suspend OAR 291-076-0040 leaves the department operating under a rule that does not align with current practices.
Under ORS 146.090, the medical examiner is responsible for investigating and certifying the cause and manner of all
human deaths in any correctional facility. The Department’s former practice of initiating a suicide review process based
on an established manner of death was an inadequate and ineffective process because of the practical problems
associated with depending on a medical examiner certification. Instead, the Department of Corrections continues to

follow existing review procedures associated with any death of an adult in custody.

DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON, AND WHERE THEY ARE AVAILABLE:

None.

SUSPEND: 291-076-0040

RULE SUMMARY: Suspend rule pending permanent repeal. The rule establishes a specific multi-disciplinary review

procedure in the event of a suicide that does not reflect current practice or policy.

CHANGES TO RULE:
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