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 Jacksonville. Nugget...March 2, 1979

- Copper Mmmg
Continues In The
Sou. Oregon.

Part 5.....Mlnlng Wealth Serles

The month of June wit-
nessed the consummation of
what will probably prove to be

the most important mining

transaction Southern Oregon
ha: over known---the sale of
the Blue Ledge copper mine at
the head of the Applegate. To
be exactly accurate, it may as
well be stated that the blue
Ledge is not really in Southern
Oregon. It lies in Siskiyou
county, California, about four
miles south of the Oregon-
California line, but the relief
of the country is ‘al into
Southern Oregon, so much so,
that while several different
possible routes into Southern
Oregon are under contem-
plation as outlets for the
camp. there has not been even
the remotest consideration of
a plan of connecting with the

. Southern Pacific Railway at

Hilt, the nearest point in
California and hardly half so
far away. Either Grants Pass
or Medford will land the prize
and the contest may become
an inieresting one. Grants
Pass has the advanfage of a
water grade {the basin of Ap-
plegate river) and also the
arguament of the projected
rallrond to the coast. Med-
ford, on the other hand, has
the argument of the shorter
distance. The difference in
distance, however is not very
great. The length of such a
road to Grants Pass would be
forty-five to fifty miles.

The Blue Ledge district has
the latent possibilities of
becoming one of the greatest
copper districts of th country.
In its five years of existence
known to man it has been
visited by many capable
‘geological men, who expressed
great faith in it, and some of
whom enthusiastically
declared it to be the greatest
copper showing extant for the
amount. of development work
done. A thing acting as a
deterrant against its earlier

~sale was the unusual for-

mation, micaceous schist, in

~ which the ore is formed. The

pay is in the form of
chalcopyrite, lying in immense
lens-shaped masses in the huge
laminations of the schist for-
mation.  Additional - work,

however, has shown their ten-
dericy. to-go down, and jtis a

reasonable. prdlction ‘that in
this highly mineralized area,
say ten miles square, there will

The Blue Ledge Mine

be unearthed in the next few .
" years some of the greatest

bodies ‘of copper ore in the
west. At least the careful

- reports of no less than a dozen

authoritative  investigators
defer to that conclusion, and

~the fact that there were

numerous big operatiors after
the property at the time of its
recent sale affords some
evidence of the esteem in
which the property is held.

The Blue Ledge property is
located at the head of Joe
creek, a tributary to Elliot

‘ creek the Iatter ln tum ‘em-

‘ptying into the east fork of the
Applegate. There are eleven

claims in the group, and while .

not patented, they have all

been located by survey. They -
are given on the accompanying -
map under the names. of °

Malone, Cooper, L.  F.

Cooper, McVay and Adams,
. W. H. Hamilton, Brown Bear,
Malone, Hamilton, L. H.:

McVay, Lake, S.. G. Adams,
D. Malone, - .and . Adams.

There is a new wagon road up
- the Applegate and up the east -
fork to within four miles off

the Blue Ledge. /- .- <5«

The Blue Ledge is in the cen- -

ter of a district fully six to

eight miles square,  whose -

geological * features in matter

. of structure, strike and dip are

everywhere identical.  The
formation is classified as a.
micaceous . schist, which -_is
sometimes decidedly black in

color and other times of a

lighter or more silvery hue.
The Blue Ledge vein . itself,

.whose croppings are from fifty

to three hundred feet wide, is

MITIE

) \

-

. Marrow’ streak ol gossan 'and

g aside from remoter‘iess tothe.

~"gcale " has - already ' been
_inaugurated; and snother of *
;vthe big" bqse ore deposits of -

f ,;tact veln’! because  of ' the

~variation of the walls in this
respect. The vein strikes with -
the formation whose general
_direction’ls ten degrees east of :

“"north. and also dlps with .the -
*_formation, - the "angle belng\ .
“about . ﬁty degrees from:’
".llorlzontal and the dip to the-'i‘ '
% west. In other words, the Blue

* Ledge---and all the other veins
_of the district, for that matter,

- appear to occupy rifts in the *

Jlamlnatlons ‘of - the’ schist,
» which- laminatlons .are’ like
 fissures: . in thelr * general ;|
character. ‘There dre probably. -

“ten distinct fissures in this belt,

" the Cook and Green vein
.. ranking second to the Blae
Ledge. The Bloomfield claim,
".owned by Jeldness & Co., is a
.part of the Cook & Green
‘lead: . IT. IS A FINE
PROSPECT

The Nahob of which con-
slderable is heard as being one
~of* the best showings of the
- ‘camp,- ls ‘owned by the Blue
Ledge - Company and s

(- probably an extension of the.
- . :Blue Ledge itself.

While the surface croppings

N

or gossan are in themselves a -

: 'gréat showing, taking the
~whole district over, the work

. on the Blue Ledge and Bloom-
fleld™ claims has shown up

v s ! } . b o
.- on the Biue Ledge is a drift

seventy feet long starting In a

" dinary pyrite.”
s ‘replaced to “Some’ exlent by

- cut at several polnts and a wid-’
“this determined of twenty-two

";,‘feet that’ will average five per

ent in copper, $5 in gold and
srlver. 'Aside from this there is'
three l'oot streak =

railrond, Is ideal. " Water and
imber " facilities " aré. unsui-.

2 200 feet. - Although the dep-
th. today s ‘not to exceed 300 -
feet, yet it is computed that:

", there-are’ upwards ‘0f 100,000

< tons ot} ore exposed’ averaged

: _'Develbpment work on a bih

W Northern' Callfomla-Sonthem
Oregon ciin he sald to be safely

: passed, and the topogrnphy of
. the country lends itself ldeally
% for- tunnel operations' and
development "A.depth can be ¥
“." | reached “in- this. manner of.
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The month of June wit-
nessed the consummation of
what will probably prove to be

the most important mining

transaction Southern Oregon
has .« ver known---the sale of
the Blue Ledge copper mine at
the head of the Applegate. To
be exactly accurate, it may as
well be stated that the blue
Ledge is nof really in Southern
Oregon. It lies in Siskiyou
county, California, about four
miles south of (he Oregon-
California line, but the relief
of the country is ‘al into
Southern Oregon, so much so,
that while several different
possible routes into Southern
Oregon are under contem-
plation as outlets for the
camp. there has not been even
the remotest consideration of
a plan of connecting with the

. Southern Pacific Railway at

Hilt, the nearest point in
California and hardly half so
far away. Either Grants Pass
or Medford will land the prize
and the contest may become
an Interesting one. Grants
Pass has the advanfage of a
water grade (the basin of Ap-
plegate river) and alse the
argument of the projected
railroad to the coast. Med-
ford, on the other hand, has
the argument of the shorter
distance. The difference in
distance, however is not very
great. The length of such a
road (o Grants Pass would be
forty-five to fifty miles.

The Blue Ledge district has
the latent possibilities of
becoming one of the greatest
copper districts of th country.
In its five years of existence
known to man it has been
visited by wmany capable
“geological men, who expressed
great faith in it, and some of
whom enthusiastically
declared it to be the greatest
copper showing extant for the
amount. of development work
done. A thing acting as a
deterrant against its earlier

~sale was the unusual for-

mation, micaceous schist, in

~ which the ore is formed. The

pay is in the form of
chalcopyrite, lying in immense
fens-shaped masses in the huge
laminations of the schist for-
mation, Additional . work,

however, has shown their ten-
denicy.to-go down; and it is a

reasonable  prdiction ‘that in
this highly mineralized area,
say ten miles square, there will

The Blue Ledge Mine

_ be unearthed in the next few "
" years some of the greatest

bodies of copper ore in the
west. - At least the careful

- reports of no less than a dozen

authoritative investigators
defer to that conclusion, and

~the fact that there were

numerous big operatiors after
the property at the time of its
recent sale affords some
evidence of the esteem in
which the property is held.

The Blue Ledge property is
located at the head of Joe
creek, a tributary to Elliot

- creek the latter ln tnrn ‘em-

‘ptying into the east fork of the
Applegate. There are eleven

claims in the group, and while .

not patented, they have "all

been located by survey. They -
" are given on the accompanying -
map under the names. of °

Malone, Cooper, L. F.
Cooper, McVay and Adams,

. W. H. Hamilton, Brown Bear,
Malone, Hamilton, L. H.:

McVay, Lake, S.. G. Adams,
D. Malone, .and - Adams.

There is a new wigon road up =
 the Applegate and up the east
fork to within four miles ofi’

theBlueLedge. R A

The Blue Ledge is in the cen- -

ter of a district fully six to

eight miles square,  whose -

geological* features in matter

. of structure, strike and dip are

everywhere identical.  The

formation is classified as a

micaceous . schist, which s
sometimes decidedly black in

color and other times of a

lighter or more silvery hue.
The Blue Ledge vein itself,

.whose croppings are from fifty

to three hundred feet wide, is
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. narrow’ streak of gossan 'and

o tact " vein because  of * the
- variation of the walls Iin this
respect. The vein strikes with -

the formation whose general :
_direction’ls ten degrees east of -
~"north. and also dlps with .the \
formation, the "angle ‘being i,
.. about . fity degrees : from:
i.horizontal and the dip to the-'

.. west. .In other words, the Blue
“Ledge---and all the other veins
_of the district, for that matter, -
appear to occupy rifts in the ¢
‘lamlnations ‘of - the  schist, .
= which~ lamlnntlons are’ like
_ fissures: “in o their - * general
~characfer.* “There dare probably.”

. ten distinct fissures in this belt,

the Cook and Green vein
.. ranking second to the Blue
Ledge. The Bloomfield claim,
*.owned by Jeldness & Co., is a
part of the Cook & Green
Clead: S IT lS A FINE
PROSPECT

“The" Nabob of which con-
slderable is heard as being one
wof” the .best showings of the
7 camp, - is ‘owned by the Blue
Ledge - Company and s’

i probably an extension of the
“:BlueLedge itself.

While the surface croppings

LI

or gossan are in themselves a . -

© ‘great showing, taking the

whole district over, the work

.. on the Blue Ledge and Bloom-: :
field” claims has; ‘shown up .o

- on the Biue: Ledge is.a .drift —

seventy feet long starting in a

inary pyrite Tl\e pyrite there
s teplaced to some’ extent by

- cut at several points and a wid- -
- this determined of twenty-two

";.leet that’will average five per

ent in copper; $5 in gold and -

: silver. "Aside from this there is

“three -foot - streak * of
halcopyrite that averages ﬂl’
een per cent e‘opper
%The: sitnatlon
‘7 aside? from remoteﬁess to the.
‘railroad, Is’ ideal. " Water and
imber ' facilities ' aré unsui--
*: passed, and the topography of
. the country lends itself ldeally

* for. tunnel operations ' and
development ‘A depth can be ¥
" ! reached “in- this manner’ of

2,200 feet.  Although the dep- ~
“th today is ‘noi.to exceed 300
feet, yet it is computed that

-“there are’ upwards ‘0f 100,000

< tons ot :ore exposed averaged
not less that $15 per ton, §
total cof

k _'DevelOpment work on 8 bih
“gcale " has - already * been
lnaugurated "and another of ™
/vthe big- bese ore -deposits of -

: chalct)pyrite. ‘The ore is cross-" s

Northern Cnlil‘omla-Sonthern .
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mmper’ Mlning in
Southern Oregon

- Continues.....
Part Three l-'rom Mlnlng WQalth 1904

Tha Bloomﬂeld Group S

A surface showlnq and underground develop ' In all Mr Jeldness and hls assoclales own Iess;-

ment that Is a good second to that of the Blue Ledge - that ten full claims, but these claims are on ﬂve dig-- -

Mine, is the Bloomfleld. This property Is owned by a * ~ ferent ledges. The work dorie on them is what ' -
partnership of three Individuals--Peter Larson, O.  miners everywhere would call first-class, and this

Joldness and A. Jeldness, ‘all of Spokand,
Washington, and was located by the latter named

partner shortly after his arrival in the district, two .

years ago last April. Mr. Jeldness was attracted to
this field while In Reno, Nevada, en foute to
Tonopah. He first gave his atiention to Squaw creek,
but afterwards transfarred it to Elliot creek. On the

divide between Elliot creek and Joe creek he

examined into the conditions surrounding the Blue
Ledge to learn what he could oof the nature of the
mineral deposits of this field. His experience in
copper has been In such camps as Republic,
Rossland and Okanogan, and when he took hold of
the present mine he very apparently knew what he
was abeout. On the Bloomfiaeld lead he has two
claims and two fractions, on the Elue Ledge he has
some claims, and half a mile aast of the Blue Ledge
he has located a group known as the Wellington
group. This group is on the same mountaln as the
Blue Ladgs, but on the Duich creek tributary of Elliot
crask, and presents the best surface showing of any
of the partnership’s properties at the present time.
The development work consists of a drift on the
ledge, beginning at a point where the gossan cap-
ping has a width of forty-tive feet. This drift has been
extended southward 150 feet, galning a back of
elghty feet, and towards a point where the capping

has a width of ninety feet. A cross-cut has been . o BRERE 773 7039
commenced which will tap the jedge at 4 point ; , ol
where drifting on it will give an increased depth. The Anderson C'a'm DayS...

This cross-cut Is now thirty feet and near the ledge.
Specimens of natlve copper have been gotten from
the wall rock in this cross-cut. In the upper drift a
streak of fron ore, lying against the hanglng wall, has
been {oliowad the entire lengii of the driit. This
streak has been crosscut at Intervals, and in every
Instance has shown a width of not less than fifteen
feet.

LS

SHOWING TUNNEL MOUTII AT THE BLOOMFIELD.

helps to give this property its position in the front -

rank of Southern Oregon copper prospects.

‘Immediately adjoining the Nabob on the eastis a

claim called the Siskiyou and owned by E. W. Ander-
son. It Is a sister lead 1o the Nabob and, therefore,
supposedly of the Blue Ledge proper also. It is con:
trolied by Mr. Anderson for two clalms, for he also
has a north extension called the Oak Hill.

Mr. Anderson came early ‘into the Blue lédge :

district. He has stald persistently and therefore
deserves the success that Is to-day coming his way.

- He puts his greatest faith in what he calls the Rising - |
 Sun claim, which parallels the Blue Ledge to the

west. The Rising Sun, In fact, Is on what is known as

' the Cook & Green lead, which includes the Jeldness
" & Co. prospect, the Bloomfleld, on Joe creek. The

croppings show for fifty to sixty feet wide for almost
the entire length o fthe Rising Sun claim, and at one
point, a forty-foot tunnel, to-day breaklng through
the oxidized croppings, is showing up some ﬂne ore.

Preston Park District

On a copper-gold prospoct In the Northwoster- ‘

corner of Sisklyou county, George W. Young,
president of the New York Mortgage and Trust Com-
pany, has spent -thousands of dollars and has

developed some great bodles of high grade ore. A’
four-foot trall, twenty miles |ong, connects th :

Waldo.

couragement in what he Is bringing to light. -

Four clims north ot the Sanger is a group of

highly mineralized diorite, whereas the Sanger and
Preston Peaka deposits are In serpentine. The lvan-
paw is about twelve mlles south of Waldo.

. In Next Issue, The Blue Ledge Copper Mine... ‘(%

Eight miles northwest of Preston Pe‘/zak and |n'_‘
Del Norte county, J. F. Sanger Is slowly developing a -
group of twenty-seven claims, and gets good en-
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‘Man Shot
At Local Bank
‘Not True

A rumor reported around
town that.a man was shot
in front of the local bank
last - Wednesday was
nothing more than that,

*"just a rumor.”

Concern was axpressed

.. by some citizens that If It

. were ‘true .why was It not.
v reportad lmmediately Ll
~* The Nugget has checked -

S

out the details and are hap- °

Py to - report' that the
shooting referred to was In

" “another city and ‘a long

 LEGGS SHBLL -

'THE SERVICE STATION TO -

Tt
-

' CORNER CALIF. & Bth, .

tlme ago.

%&%w q—)‘n- -ﬁi'-w- A

claims called the Ivanpaw and owned by C. L. P::s‘ggg;?{guw:&\;"e
‘Mangum and J. R. Reeves. The ore bodles are - | TUNE UPS—OIL CHANGES. - |
~ described as being large, 200 feet wide, and iie In 'SHELL GAS PRODUCTS '

- EXPERIENCED MECHANIC AND

" - WELDER ON DUTY....
“Jville
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Wrong matl gets credit
for exploding outhouse

The exploding outhouse,
pictured inthe J uly 6 Prime
Times in connection with
| the story about Rlossom
House of Shady Cove, Was
made b¥ Lan Dusenberty,
and was 8 gift t0 per.

The story said that it was
r son, Pele

but the one pI¢
the work of e

The story aboul
recalled het year of work-
| ing at the Blue {.edge cOp-
per mine.




Blue Ledge

from Page 7

The Blue Ledge mine was
about a quarter of a mile up the
steep mountain on the opposite

side of the stream from the
miners’ camp. When snow was
_deep, the workers would walk
_single file up the mountain, the
_lead man holding a chain to
_whack the snow to break a trail.
. When he tired, he would pass
the chain to the next man,
_ Tailings from the mine were
dumped down the hillside,
_narrowing the creek at the
_bottom.
_ Blossom was faseinated by the
_cable car that carried the ore
down the mountain to where the
t{rucksloaded near the creek.
The single bucket was for ore
. only, although an occasional
_miner tried to hitch aride, she
says.

“Ted and I had a cabin above
the cookhouse. It had a tin roof
and when the snow built up it
slid off with aroar,” she says.

The cabin was a bedroom and
porch with a path out back. All
of their meals they ate at the
cookhouse.

They had a blue Model A
roadster and the first time she
rode after being at the mine for
two months, the driver went 20
miles per hour.

“I thought he was a speed
demon,’ she says.

Things have changed through
the years, however. Caught
speeding several years ago—“1
was going almost 70” — Blossom
told the officer she was “keepmg
up with traffic.”

“He told me 'you were .
catching up withit"”

Even with that incident, she’s
proud of the fact she getsa
refund on her automobile
insurance for safe driving.
Today she drives mainly in the
Shady Cove area, unless she has
to come to town. Her daughter-
in-law then takes over the
driving.

When she visited the Blue
Ledge site in 1965, the {rees
where the cabin once stood were
a foot through. During the visit
she found an Indian head penny,
circa 1906.

During the years that the
family — their son Pete was
born in 1931 — lived elsewhere

in the county, Blossom would
return to the Applegate. She'd
spend the day with her feetin
the Applegate River “crevicing’’
— taking the gravel out of the
crevices in the bedrock looking

will tell you. But beware ofthe

exploding outhouse!
The little rough lumber

outhouse was made for Blossom
by son Pete several years ago.

for gold.

“Ted made a little rocker
which I used ifI had enough
dirt.

“Tt didn’t take much to keep
me happy,” she says. ‘Besides, it
was so much fun, I srewup on
thatriver.” She traded the $400
worth of gold she found for a
gold chain.

In 1964, the Flurys moved to
Rene Drive in Shady Cove
where they built a house on the
Rogue River. The flood of that
yvear sent 30 inches of water
flowing through the house.

Ted, later manager of the
Eagle Point Irrigation District,
died in 1974,

Blossom moved into town. In
1979 she married Harold House
and they made the Nork Street
house their home. He died in
1989.

Today, Blossom keeps busy
tending her flowers, stopping by
Loaves and Fishes— she takes
something to eat with coffee
while gossiping — and joins
Eagle Point seniors on gambling
trips to Reno. '

“Onlycosts$7bandisa tw0~
night trip,” she says. “1 like the
slots, stick with quarters. Won
$1, 215'{)0 onee,put$1,000 in the

ban

She has visited England twice
and Australia once. 1 would
move there (Australia)if I was
younger,” she says. “It was one
of my best trips (because of) the
friendly people.”

Active in the Order of Eastern
Star for many vears, Blossom
has dropped it, but occasionally
goes to dinner with some ofthe
members.

And when “I can’t think of
anything else to do, make
potholders.” She gives 100 each
year for the Eastern Star’s
annual sale.

Blossom enjoys remembering
happenings of the past, but
admits “1 like thinking about the
future”

Ifyoustop by, Blossom will

_offer you a cranberry nut muffin

— they are “s000000 good”, she

Medford,

Ore.,

ail Tribune, Monday, July 6, 1998 9

Complete with creseent moon
cutin the front door, it appears

to be achild’s bank.
Two quarters lie on the
table beside it waiting for

coffee
an

unsuspecting visitor.

Dropin a quarter and WOW,
the outhouse explodes into six
pieces, the mousetrap inside
firmly holding the quarter.

&
















Blue Lecye Mine - 0)(“; ~JTEwART
e
Guys 1937  75-13.36 llo"




Photo from Southern Oregon Historical Society

Back intime

‘Gold was not the only metal that exerted its
lure on those seeking their riches from the
soils of southern Oregon and northern Cal-

“ifornia. In 1898 the Blue Ledge Mining Com-

pany located a ledge of copper ore in the
mountains above the Applegate a few miles
south of the Caiifornia border. Over $2 mil-
lion was spent developing the property, and
- two daily stages from Medford hauled out
the crushed and sacked ore, which was sent
to the smelter in Tacoma for processing.

The four terraced mining camps boasted the
Hotel Eileen, a dance hall, cook house, bunk
house, offices, machine shops and homes.
Low ‘prices for copper, however, prevented
the Blue Ledge from maintaining its profit-
ability, and the mine closed by 1919. Copies
of this image (No. 5553), or any of the thou-
sands of historical images in the Southern
Oregon Historical Society’s collections, can
be viewed or purchased at the research

library in the Hlstory Center. B
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Clvarence Edward Smifh

. A private memorial service was
held for Clarence Edward Smith.

Mr. Smith, 103, of Medford, died
Thursday (Feb. 6, 1997) in Central
Point.

He was born July 23, 1893, in
Vancouver, Wash.

On Dec. 15, 1914, in Indepen-
dence, he married Ivy Cox, who pre-
ceded him in death.

Mr. Smith moved to Medford in
1928, where he was a salesman, a
bus driver and taxi driver.

Survivors include a nephew,
George Cox, Medford; and several
nieces.

Arrangements: Hull and Hull
Funeral Directors, Grants Pass,
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APPLEGATE DAM — The his-
toric Harlow Cabin near the head-
waters of the Applegate River on
Elliott Creek
Road has stood
unlockedinr
centyears.

The U.S Fo
est Serviee has
left the former
prospeetor’s
home in the
Rogue River
National Forest open to convince
visitors there 1s nothing valuable
inside.

But the two-story 1920s structure
— avictim of ongoing vandalism —
isagemto US. Forest Service ar-
chaeologist Jeff Lalande A gem
that may need a little polishing but
is well worth protecting.

Forest Service agents identified
three local men who vandalized

Harlow Cabin in April 2000. In

September, Liucas Jordan Gerlitz,
20, Jeff Gerald Buck, 22, and Chad
Thomas Shepard, 23, all pleaded
guilty to destruction of govern-
ment property in federal court.
Gerlitz’s and Shepard’s last known
addresses were in Medford, and
Bucklived in White City in 1999.

A Medford federal magistrate
sentenced all three men to 24
hours in jail a $200 fine and a
restitution payment of $900, which
will go to the Forest Service to re-
pair and preserve Harlow Cabin.

The men admitted to cutting
down a nearby tree, destroying a
custom-built road gate and damag-
ing parts of the cabin. The vandal-
ism was a “party situation,” La-
Lande said.

“It’s just heartbreaking the kind
of waste and stupidity that goes on
outthere because ofvandals”

By prosecuting Gerlitz, Shepard
and Buck the Forest Service
hopes to send the message that
vandalism will not be tolerated,
Lalande said.

The case was reported a few
days after it happened, which was
most likely the key to solving it,
said Jackson County Sheriff’s
Deputy Mike King.

King said he investigates about
40 cases of vandalism a month on
Bureau of Land Management
lands. But only about 10 to 20 per-
cent of those are ever solved,
mostly because there is no suspect
information. When they aren’t pa-

us. Forest Servnce

The U.S. Forest Service is struggling to preserve nd maintain the historic Harlow Cabin at the

headwaters of the Applegate River. It was originally 1

s home to a prospector named William Harlow,

who built it himself in the 1920s and lived there with his wife. The structure is on the National Register of
Historic Places, but that hasn’t stopped vandals from t ring the place up, the Forest Service reports.

trolling an area where vandals are
at work, the sheriff's department
relies on the publie to report the
_ lot of new windows,

crimes; he said.
In addition to littering and mak-

ing mischief while underthe influ-
ence of alcohol, vandals most often
target gates and fences on BLM
. _has spent on restoring the cabin,

land, King said.

Replacing a custom-erafted gate

of peeled wood poles is just one of
the tasks on the road to restoring
Harlow Cabin. The cabin needs a

standard sizes and

pair costs could

$30,000 the Forest Service already

he said.

But if these repairs are made —
and if the vandalism stops — La-
Lande said the cabin has a lot of
yearsleftinit.

Reach reporter Sarah Lemon at
776-4487, or e-mail
slemon@mailtribune.com _

Reporter Jill Briskey contributed
to this story. -
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'LIFESTYLES

Photo from Southern Oregon Historical Society -

~ - Backintime

Gold was not the only metal that exerted its
lure on those seeking their riches from the
soils of southern Oregon and northern Cal-
ifornia. In 1898 the Blue L.edge Mining Com-
pany located a ledge of copper ore in the
mountains above the Applegate a few miles
south of the California border. Over $2 mil-
lion was spent developing the property, and
two daily stages from Medford hauled out
the crushed and sacked ore, which was sent
to the smelter in Tacoma for processing.

The four terraced mining camps boasted the
Hotel Eileen, a dance hall, cook house, bunk
house, offices, machine shops and homes.
Low prices for copper, however, prevented
the Blue Ledge from maintaining its profit-
ability, and the mine closed by 1919. Copies
of this image (No. 5553), or any of the thou-
sands of historical images in the Southern
Oregon Historical Society’s collections, ¢an
be viewed or purchased at the research
library in the History Center.
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Copper M

in Southern Or.!

Continues...

Part 6...Mining Wealth Series

Applegate District

SQUAW CREEK—THE PROSPECTS OF
SPENCER, SPIKER, NEUBER & WAITS.

Squaw creek Is a tributary of the Applegate,
coming in below Elliot creek, and in respect to
geological formation is identical with that of Elliot
creek, Joe creek, Cook & Green creeks and Middle
Fork. In other words, the schistose or sulphide

’I‘he Consignment Shep

o BUY < SELL  CONSIGN

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES

375 "C" STREET
P.O. BOX 772
JACKSONVILLE, QREGON
' .. 97530

S JIM and GAYLE
- STEELE -
(5(13)8%—7552 anytvme ‘

People relaxing on the front walkway of the famous old The little settlement was a bustling enterprise in the Iate
Hotel Eileen located in the Blue Ledge Mine area, :

ore bearing formation of the Blue ’Ledge district
extends over on the Oregon side far enough to
embrace Squaw creek, and to include some ex-
cellent looking prospects on that stream. .

The best prospects today shown up are these of
Rince Buck end the Spencer-Nevher Company.

The latter company’s operations in this region |

had their beginning in the arrival of Mr. E. Spén-
cer in this country in 1901, Mr. Spencer Is an ex-
perlenced prospector and was attracted to this
district from Idaho and Montana by the accounts
that had gone out concerning the Blue Ledge. The
year 1901 was spent in comparing the various
properties and points of interest of the various
streams and mountains that make up the whole
district, and in January, 1902, he was prepared to
locate for himself and associates a series of
nineteen claims on Squaw creek. These claims do
not lie in a group, but, on the other hand,
represent the careful selection by a competent
prospector of what were at that time the best sur-
face showings on the stream. And bona fide

development work on each claim has improved:
: that showing each year,

The first claims located by Mr. Spencer were
near the granite-schist contact. Later on, the more
southerly locations were made and on the other
side of the stream. On this side of the creek,
namely, the south side, the Jumbo, Butte and

1800°s due to the heavy copper mining in the area

Boston give the best showmgs. ‘T'hese ore bodies §
vary from thirty to one hundred feet in width, and
the Jargest is the Jumbo. They assume the general
dip and strike of the whole country, namely, a

north and south trend, with an nngle ol’ forty to

R fifty degrees to the west

The divide on which these claims are located
between Squaw creek and Elliot creek, presents
ideal topographic conditions for mining
operations. On almost any of the above named
ledges backs of 2,600 feet can be gained by a three-
quaner mile tunnel

' Since the location of ' the original nineteen
claims on the part of this company in January,
1902, there have been nine additional locations,
making a total of twenty-eight claims, and on §
every one of these twenty-eight claims has the
glscovery and assessment work to date been fully

one,

On Squaw creek the best individual showing is
that on the claim known as the Iron Hand, located
on the north side of the creek, not more than a
mile and a half or so from lt’s mouth. The ore
body crops from the surface for a' width of one
hundred feet. Agsays give gold and silver returns §
of $5 and upwards, and with less than twenty feet
of depth the copper values run one and one-half to §
two per cent. There ls a ﬂne showing of ore on the
dnmp. . .
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Part 5.....Mining Wea th Serles

The month of June wil-
nessed the consummation of
what will probably prove to be
the most important mining

transaction Southern Oregon 4

has ever known---the sale of
the Blue Ledge copper mine at
the head of the Applegate. Ta
be exactly accurate, it may as
well be stated that the blue
Ledge is not really in Southern
Oregon. It lies in Siskiyou
county, California, about four
miles south of :(he -Oregon-
California line, but the relief
of thé country is "al into
Southern Oregon, so much so,
that while several different
possible routes into Southern
Oregon are under contem-
plation as outlets for the
camp. there has not been even

the remotest consideration of

a plan of connecting with the
. Southern Pacific Railway at
Hilt, the nearest point in
California and hardly haif se
far away. FEither Grants Pass
or Medford will land the prize
and the contest may become
an inferesting one. Grants
Pass hag the advantage of &
water grade (the basin of Ap-
plegate river) and also the
argument of the projected
railroad to the coast. Med-
ford, on the other hand, has
the argument of the shorter
distance. The difference in
distance, however is not very
great.
road to Grants Pass would be
forty-five to fifty miles.
The Blue Ledge district has
the Iatent possibilities of
becoming one of the greatest
“copper districts of th country.
In its five years of existence
known to man it has been
visited by many capable
“geological men, who expressed
great faith in it, and some of
whom enthusiastically
declared it to be the greatest
copper showing extant for the
amount. of development work
done. A thing acting as a
deterrant against: its earlier
~sale was the unusual for-
mation, micaceous schist, in
_ which the ore is formed. The
pay is in the
chalcopyrite, lying in immense

lens-shaped masses in the huge

laminations of the schist for-
mation.  Additional . work,

however, has shown their ten- =
denty to-go down, and itis a . . -

reasonable. prdiction “that in
this highly mineralized area,
say ten miles square, there will

The length of such a

form of

The Blue Ledge Mine

be uneavthed in the next fevv'.

" years some of. the greatest

bodies ‘of copper ore in the
west. - At least the careful
reports of no less than a dozen
authoritative investigators
defer to that conclusion, and
the fact that thére - were
numerous big operatiors after
the property at the time of its
recent sale affords some
evidence of the esteem in
which the property is held.

The Blue Ledge property is
located at the head of Joe
creek, a tributary to Elliot

i o . —

:{‘ i

ke ereek the lntter in: turn ‘em-

- been located by survey. They- -
are given on the accompanying -
map under - the names: of

‘piying into the east fork of the -

Applegate. There are eleven

claims in the group, and while |

not ‘patented, they have "all

Malone, Cooper, L.  F.

Cooper, McVay and’ Adams,

. W. H. Hamilton, Brown Bear,

Malone, Hamiiton,:

D. Malone,
There is a new ‘wagon.) ‘road up

the Applegate and up the east " :
fork to within four miles off. -

x,(\w‘

“‘the Blue Ledge. - &

The Blue Ledge is in the cen- -
ter of a district fully six to -
- whose -

eight miles square,
geological” features in maiter

. of structure, strike and dip are

everywhere ‘identical. . The
formation is classified as a
micaceous - schist, which s
sometimes décidedly biack in

color and' other times of a

. lighter or more silvery hue.

{

The Blue Ledge 'vein itself,

.whose croppings are from fifty.

to three hundred feet wnde, is
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McVay, Lake, S.. G. Adams, =~
.and - Adams. ., . <

“tact vehi{i because ~ of * the
. variation of the walls in this
respect. The vein strikes with
the formation. whose general
_direction’is ten degrees east of :
-~“north. and also dips with the
_ formation, the "angle beingx .
: -‘. ..-about . ity ‘degrees .. from: ., -
RN ".horlzontal and "the dip to the:
,west .In other words, the Blue *. :
* Ledge---and all thie other veins
of the district, for that matter, " - -
appear to occupy rifts in the * i
‘laminations ‘of the  schist, . i
 which laminations .are’ like, :
'ﬁssnres “in = their - general .
“character.’ ‘There dre probablyi“
- ten distinct fissures in this belt,
the Cook and Green vein
. ranking second to the Blue
- Ledge.- The Bloomfield claim,
" .owned by Jeldness & Co., is a
part of the Cook & Green
lead: S IT IS A FlNE
PROSPECT :

“The' Nabob of which con-
siderable is heard as being one )
wof! the best showings of the L
< camp,: is ‘owned by the Blue
Ledge - Company and is -

.7 - probably an extension of the.

o ~ :Blue Ledge itself.

While the surfgce croppings
or gossan are in themselves a .-
. great showing, taking the: co
~'whole district over, the work .
on the Blue Ledge and Bloom- <.
field" claims has “shown-- up
some lmmense ore bodies, and .
depth’is:the’ deslderatum with

-on the Blue Ledge is.a drift
seventy feet long starting in a
narrow' streak of gossan ‘and,
rum-lng: far: th

“replaced to. Some ‘extent’ by
: chalcopyrite. “The ore is cross-
- cut at several points and a wid-
this determlned of twenty-two -
. feet that’will averdge five per -

“cent in copper, $5 in gold and_
: silver. Aside from this there is”
-foot : streak ]
halcopyrite t‘hat averages 1t

/aside from remo(eﬂess tothe
' ;’vmllroad Is’ ldeal Water and

' passed and the topography of "
. the country lends itself ldeally _

** for- tunnel operations ‘and
development. A.depth can be

. reached in- this- manner of. *
© 2,200 feet.” Although the dep-' "‘;’

- th. today is not to-exceed 300 -
- feet, ‘yet:it is computed that-
-, there -are' upwards ‘of- 100,000
'v\tons of :ore exposed’ averaged
& not less lhat SlS per ton, ora;

LY
)

# geile has already 1 been'
lnlugurated and another of’
he ‘big beise “ore -deposits - of
Northern’ Calﬂomla-Somhem
"‘,"‘Oregon ciin be said to be safel




aBy MARJORIE O’HARRA

" 'Mail Tribune Staff Writer

Petite, coquettish, still fond
of . pretty dresses and fancy
hats, Margaret Thompson, the
daughter of a young Irishman
who came to the Rogue Valley
in the 1850s to seek his for-
tune, ~observed . her 100th
birthday last Wednesday.

An “accomplished pianist,
Mrs. Thompson seems to have
bounced over the years like
a grace note.

“T' play classical music,”
she said, “but not much
anymore. Friends bother me
‘here to play jazz. That’s
because they like to dance.”
She was speaking of the
residents
Oregon Convalescent Center
.in : Medford where she has
lived for the last two years.

Gold Hill Home i

To Margaret Thompson,
however, Gold Hill, will
probably always be “home”
because that is where her
roofs are. ) :
Her father, Tom Chavner,
came here from Tipperary,
Ireland, 120 years ago.. He
established a -donation land
ciaim, buiit a crude log cabin,
and began to work the land,
hoth farming and mining. He
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marmed a pretty young glrl'
who had -

named : Margaret,
also come from Ireland — and
shortly. thereafter, he found
the ' fortune. he had been
searching for — gold. The
Gold Hill pocket was con-
sidered - one of the richest
strikes in the entire area.
Chavner laid out the
townsite of Gold' Hill and
donated it as such so that the
railroad company would
~choose this as a stop along

the valley route. He built the

first bridge across the Rogue
River and part of the road
that  became known later as

the old South Pacific High-

way. L
Five Children
Margaret Thompson
remembers much of this

~ history, because she was born

to' +Tom ~ and ~ :Margaret
Chavner on April 26, 1872.
They had four other children,
Michael, Peter, Anthony (who
died as a baby) and Mary
Ann.

She remembers- when “Gold]
Hill was lively because of the
mines ‘and the quartz mills.”
She ' remembers how
.Chinese miners worked the
river beds for gold, and how
the white miners “passed a
law to keen them out hecause

the -

- they didn’t f‘lvike them shlppmg

the gold back to China.” -
She - describes - Chinatown
and .the Joss House (place of
worship) in Jacksonville, and
recalls  seeing .the Chinese
carry food to the cemetery
as part of the ritual for their

dead. Later, after the law was’

passed, many of the Chinese
dug up their  dead and sent
them back to China. :
Attended Acadeiny
Margaret’s: mother
when she was six, ‘and her
father sent her and her sister

to Saint  Mary’s ‘Academy in

Jacksonville. It was there she
started to study musie, piano
and dancmg Later after her

father- died .in' 1888, she went
to study at the Cincinnati’

Conservatory of Music and
the * New. ' England Con-
servatory. of Music at Boston.
Mary Ann' went East too, to
study art. Both girls made
many friends, but Margaret

‘remembers enjoying the com-

pany of the ¢Southern girls”
at the conservatory,

After she returned- home to
the Rogue  Valley, she
remembers playing the piano
for one Chautauqua season at
Ashland — - driving a horse
and - buggy .along muddy or
dustv roads — and the good

died

- like - this hvely town,

{airs.”

" times she and Mary Ann had -
“.'. . going’ to.picnics and

“Of course, we had
beaus, too.”. She indicated a
prefemence for “p ollshed

'gentlemen ”

Lively Town .

On July :23, 1906. she
married- W. ‘E. ’Dhompson,
man who was - traveling
through Gold Hill on the train,
saw one man throw another
out of a saloon, thought he’d
and
stayed. .

“We spent our honeymoon
at Mr.
claim, the Blue Ledge Mine,
in the Siskiyous,”  she said.
“About ‘a year Ilater,

Gold Hill.”
- She talked a bit about Mox

" Jacoby, a man from Germany

who she said was deaf, but
a wonderful musician.

“He had a store in Gold
Hill where - he carried
everything, and we could get
nice hats.” She also talked

“about the millinery store in

Jacksonville - where . “a lady

_from the East would trim hats

with - beautiful birds " and
feathers and everything else.”
“My - sister and I always

- had ' pretty hats and fancy
dresses - and many of the

Thompson’s mining .

we |
moved back to the ranch near

ladies in the valley had their
hice dresses fitted  in San
Francisco.”

As  we

visited,  Mrs.

Thompson wondered where

her pretty things were now.
" Built Home
“In your own home, on the
ranch, just as you left them,
dear,” said her daughter-in-
law, Ruth. (Her home was
built in 1907, and she lived

there until she came to the
‘convalescent center.) :

Mrs.
daughter,

Thompson

Mrs. Jack (Hor-

tense) Mayer, who lives in '

Portland and a son, Chavner,

who with his wife, Ruth, lives

in the three-story, Queen Anne
style house that Margaret’s
two brothers and sister built
in 1871, Standing in a grove
of laurel trees adjacent to
Oregon 99 south of Gold Hill.
the house has. become a
landmark in the area.

The big square grand piano
made of rosewood that Tom
Chavner hbought in Jackson-
ville (it had been shipped
around the Horn .to Crescent

City, then brought to Jack,,
- sonville by pack mule) for his

musical daughters is there;
as is the family clock.

‘“They must be getting kind
of .eld, too,” Mrs. Thompson
gaid.

Rocking Chair

Another {reasured posses- .

sion 1is the  rocking chair

Tom Chavner ordered from -}

Boston some 120 years ago

after he received word that -

Father Blanchett, the
missionary : priest, would be
visiting.  this = western
wilderness. . The chair - was
carved out -of New' England
walnut and shipped around
the Horn. ~ A pack train
brought it to "the Chavner
cabin " in time to  receive
Father Blanchett, who later

became the .archbishop of

Oregon.

So much for the past

Mrs. Thompson Kkeeps up
with the present. Using a
cane, she walks and visits
other members of the center,
gets the Mail Tribune which
she reads regularly,  enjoys
television news,  goes to the

"dining room for linch ‘and

has a

Margaret Thompson greeted guests during a party held at Southern Oregon Convalescent Center last Wednesday to ol
her 100th birthday. Hosts for the event were her son and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Chavner Thompson, Gold ‘Hill,-and her ¢

ter atnd her husband, Mr, and Mrs. Jack Mayer, P

Portland. (Holman Photo)
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Viargaret

who came to the Rogue Valley
in the 1850s to seek his for-
tune, * observed . her 100th
birthday last Wednesday.

An ‘accomplished pianist,
Mr's. Thompson seems to have
bounced over the years like
a grace note.

“I' play classical music,”
she said, “but not much
anymore. Friends bother me
Jhere to play jazz. That's
because they like to dance.”
She was speaking of the
residents at . the Southern
Oregon Convalescent Center
in . Medford where she has
lived for the last two years.

: Gold Hill Home )
To Margaret Thompson,
however, Gold Hill, will
probably always be ‘“home”
because that is where her
roots are. .
Her father, Tom Chavner,
came here from Tipperary,
Ireland, 120 years ago.. He
established a -donation land
ciaim, built a crude log cabin,
and began to work the land,
both farming and mining. He

ompson, the
daughter of a young Irishman -

‘searching for — gold.  The

Gold  Hill" pocket .was" con-
sidered - one - of the richest
strikes in the entire area.
Chavner ' laid out the
townsite of Gold’ Hill and
donated it as such so that the
railroad company would

choose this as a stop along
the valley route. He built the

first bridge across the Rogue
River and part of the road
that ! became known later as

" the old South Pacific High-

way., o :

' .\ Five Children
Margaret Thompson
- remembers much of this

: lnstory, ‘because she was born

“Tom and :Margaret
Chavner on April 26, 1872.
They had four other children,
Michael, Peter, Anthony (who
died as a baby) and Mary
Ann. -

She remembers” when “Goldl
Hill was lively because of the
mines and the quartz mills.”
She ' remembers how

river beds for gold, and how
the white miners “passed a

-law to keep them out because

the -
.Chinese miners worked the

worship) in Jacksonville, and
recalls  seeing the - Chinese

carry food to  the  cemetery

as part of the ritual for their

dead. Later, after the law was’
passed, many of the Chinese

dug up 'their: dead and, sent

- them back to China.

Attended Academy
Margaret’s - mother
when she was six, ‘and her
father sent her and her sister

to Saint Mary’s ‘Academy in.

Jacksonville. It was there she
started o study music, piano
and dancmg Later after her

father died .in 1888, she went *
to study  at the Cincinnati’

Conservatory of Music and
the * New. - England ~Con-
servatory. of Music at Boston.
Mary Ann-went East too, to
study art. Both girls made

‘many friends, but Margaret

remembers enjoying the com-
pany of the ‘‘Southern girls”
at the conservatory. . -
After she returned-home to
the Rogue ~ Valley, “she
remembers  playing the piano
for one Chautauqua season at
Ashland — driving a horse
and. buggy . along muddy or
dusty roads — and the good

diedv - like - this hvely town,

! gentlemen ”

leely Town:

On  July 23, 1906. she

“married W. E. Tlhompson a

man who was traveling
through Gold Hill on the train,
saw one man throw another
out of a saloon, thought he’'d
and
stayed. .

“We spent our honeymoon
at Mr.
claim, the Blue Ledge Mine,
in the Siskiyous,” she said.

“Apout - a year later, we.
moved back to the ranch near

Gold Hill.”
- She talked a bit about Mox

" Jacoby, .a man from Germany

who she said was deaf, but
a wonderful musician.

“He had a store in Gold
Hill where - he carried
everything, and we could get
nice hats.” She also talked

" about the millinery store in

Jacksonville - where . “a lady

from the East would trim hats

with - beautiful " birds ‘' and
feathers and everything else.”
“My - sister and I always

- had ' pretty hats and fancy

dresses “and many of the

'W. E. Thompson, the man who got off the train in Gold Hill and stayed because it looked to him like a lively town, stands at
the left of the entrance to his claim at the Blue Ledge Mine. The cabin i is where he and his bnde, Margaret Chavner, lived for
the first 144 years of their marriage.

Thompson’s mining .

ed where

p
her pretty things were now.
Built Home

“In your own home, on the
ranch, just as you left them,
dear,” said her daughter- m—
law, Ruth. (Her home was
built in 1907, and she lived

there until she came to the

‘convalescent center.)
Mrs. Thompson
daughter, Mrs. Jack (Hor-
tense) Mayer, who lives in
Portland and a son, Chavner,

who with his wife, Ruth, lives |

in the three-story, Queen Anne
style house that Margaret’s
two brothers and sister built
in 1871, Standing in a grove
of laurel trees adjacent to
Oregon 99 south of Gold Hill.
the house has become a
landmark in the area.

The big square grand piano
made of rosewood that Tom
Chavner bought in: Jackson-
ville (it had been shipped
around the Horn to Crescent

City, then. brought to Jacks.

sonville by pack mule) for his
musical daughters is there,
as is the family clock.

“They must be getting kind
of -old, too,” Mrs. Thompson
said.

Rocking Chair

Another treasured posses-

sion is - ‘the  rocking chair

Tom Chavner ordered from

Boston some 1200 years ago

after- he received  word that --

Father Blanchett, the
missionary | priest, would be
visiting. this  western
wilderness, . The ' chair. was
carved -out - of New' England
walnut and’shipped - around
the Horn. ~ A .’pack . traip
brought it to the Chavner
cabin " in time  to . receive
Father Blanchett, who later
became the
Oregon.

So much for the past

Mrs. Thompson - keeps up
with the present. Using a
cane, she walks and visits
other members of the center,
gets the Mail Tribune which
she reads regularly,” enjoys
television news,” goes' to. the
dining room  for' lunch ‘and
dinner. She -says: ‘she-hes . a
‘wonderful - 7

Marie Fagini, who is confined"

to her bed, #nd that they are
real pals.
Classical Music

.She plays ¢lassical music at
the piano in thé dining room
but says, “lots of the mem-
bers would like more modern
musie.’ :

She brought to a close our
birthday visit by ‘sharing with
us a confidence now mellow
with age “ .. he was her
sweetheart and she set her
trap for him.”. Then she ob-
served, with' 'a twinkle 'of
merriment in her prefty blue
eyes, that while many things
have changed in the last 100
years, she doesn’t think girls
have changed 50 very much

kat all. . ;

has a

archbishop of

‘from Ireland in the 1850s. He struck it rich in gold.

Mangaret Thompson greeted guests during a party held at Southern Oregon Convalescent Center last Wednesday to - ok
her 100th birthday. Hosts for the event were her son and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Chavner Thompson, Gold ‘Hill, and her d
ter avnd her hushand, Mr. and Mrs, Jack Mayer, oritland (Holm an Photo)

‘Margaret Chavner had this picture taken in Boston i
when she was in the East studying music. '

‘Tom Chavner, Margaret Thompson’s. father  came here

ol













"'Beerr u'lterestea” ms
Copper mmmg was expected : velopemente aver’ the
to further. boost the €conom

' of Southern - Oregon. .

‘The Blue Ledge Mmmg Co.
let it be known that it would
spare no. expense or effort to:
fully - develop - the property
which” would ultimately have
) and- reduction

‘works  capable” of procassmg
- at least 500 tons of ore dally

‘ _Copper ore. from the Blue
Ledge “was -crushed, sacked :

and -shipped “to - smelters “in | -
,-Tacoma Wash.” The . mine -
- was'in the Squaw Creek: min-
“ing district which. was credit-
ed: with producmg about:
$181,000 .in - copper- ore. 'Esti-
.mates made by:the U.S. De

Besxdes that the -copper 3
vein. carried dood- value. of - partment of Intemor geologl

gold and a fair-share of 'sil- 7.
ver.The ‘efitire- copper-region ‘that approximately $2 mllhon

' t
_was -covered with: forests. of - /pjl;jgggp ?g \ag%sllt%t;gggf e%rergg;* ABut whether or- not - the sky-
pine and fir to glve ‘the néed- " and Northern ' California- Sust S line: of the Siskiyou. moun-

ed ' construction . ‘materials. . 3 ~tains will ever see renewed'
Joe Creek, Elliott Creek and - after the turn 0 the centur\{ - interest in" copper’ mmmg re-
the Big-and Little Applegate ~ .  But the copper mines in mams a questxon :

- the market on purpose asa’
sort of reserve deposxt—xf the
- mine is_ever opened " againit.
wwill be far zmc—sure,r»

~The-Hotel Eileen stood about two miles south of Hutton. In the early 1800°
. of the conveniences of the valley below—good foad, steam. heat and gas lig

traveled the 35 miles from Medford, through Jacksonwlle the Appleffate co
Creek to reach the Blue Ledge, a bustling mmmg camp :

s, it offered soma
hu_s—to those who
ur;try,-and up Joe

The foresf is fast reclmmmg the Blue Ledge campsxte. The
once wide ‘pack: tralls that led to it are now hard fo trace

skylme strlp 10 miles wide and 25 miles long——the four-terrac
mining camp boasted a cookhouse; bunkhouse; store, offices
machine shops, superintendent’s and engineers’ homes, 20-or -
more tent houses, and a dance hall. It is difficult now 'to find
the site. Only a few ruins, one of whxch 1s plctured above, -
remain to mark the spot.

: Frelght roads to the Blue Ledge mine were cut throwh ‘rugged country. R <
2 att Iesna‘ wer
a menace. When activity was at its height at the Blue Ledge, D?I‘EIght Wagons haLwed I::asefjﬂg
: anéi supphesdfrom Medford and coaper ore to the railroad shipping point in return, Two staéés
a day carried passengers and mall to the campsite which was three mil
: me : cartled pa Aa es over the Oregon
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o . BLUE LEDEGE QOPRER MINE —
T oy

C. V. GEDDES.
‘February 28th, 1005,

CURCATION: e
' Northern rart of Siskiyou County, Calif ofnia;~just'acroc
the Oregon State Iine. “Acoess vig Jedksonville Oregon by good
wagon road River grade from Jacksonville to foot of mountain &
dictance of 28 miles, thence by trail 4 miles to main camp,
’ROPERTY : B ' 7
27 olaims, 16 cleims on strike of vein covering a léength
of about 4 1/2 miles, other claimg on side lines, and 3 on a par-

allel vein "which value ig simply prospective.

Perfectly olear to all property, Lprior to the time that.
John R. Allen and associates obtained a bond on the property, Hayn
15th,” 1904 Title to tho—thirds intereSu perfectly clear at pres-
ent, buu the other one-third controlled by Blue Ledge- -Copyer Com-
pany, at present clouded. I have personally examiped ‘these titles,

The vein ocours &g an eAtensive fissure in achist, con-
7“orming in a gcneral way to the stratification. Mineralizatlon

‘has extended into the wall rock, making “the vein 4one a8 ahown

on surface b0 to 300 eet in width.- The ore occurs ss shoots,

oontaining both massive and disseminutbd sulphides i The sur;ace

croppings indioate 8 shoots but only one has been determined by

P e




_ox pyrrhotite and chalecopyrite, - . = oo B

“generally ocours in splits,im the mein vein, as is Shdwﬂ'iﬁ both ‘7,f

‘and copper_pyrite, the extent o Whic@ has not 5een defeimided by:»;

underground development. In the case 02 the maesive sulprides,

the ore is evidently a thorough replacement of the original rodk,r

and occurs as iron pyrite, pyrrhotite and chalcopyrite. 1In most

cages belng a mechanical mixture ol either pyrite-and o‘kialaopyljiteif

) ~.Inm séme cases the deposition of chaléo?yrite:has been = -
so complote 88 t0 leave mo_visible trace of wither the drigihai
original rock or of any o2 the irom ores. Thig pure cmlcopyrite

from

0f the east crosécuta on the aséay plen, The entire mineralized

zone im.a very highly siliceous schist, with disseminated iron ST
develcpment.

' In No. 1 west orosscut (ahown‘on the ascay plan) this
mineralization is developed for a width of 6O feet, while a Dia-
mond arill hole driven hofizontally from the breast o? this cross-
cut, shows the seme charncter of minerslizetion (thbt‘is,'qﬁaiﬁz;‘
and sohist mixed with iron snd copper sulphide) a length of 147
feet without encountering the hanging well of the vein. The ’
general dip of the stratification is about 55 degrees to. the west.

The sulphide ore so far encounteged lies on or near the Loot wall

of the zone and more or less conformable.

The surface cropping of gossan would indicate that the
ore shoot develcped by tunnel o, 1 does not extend much further
north than the mouth of this tunnel. Then an HEFEHFENIK appareniiy

barren zone occurs Jor about 1000 Lfeet north, ot which polnt we

£ind egain the heavy gossan, also gulte on amount of silicates end
carbonaten. From this point some surface ore was shipped when

the property was first discovered. About 500 feet still Zurther
north from this, where the veln is cut by the deep canon of Joe
Cresk, the surface showing of géssan is very fine, about 8 feet
vide, lying on the foot wail of the zone, and apparently of‘tha
character which denotea the presence of copper ore, From this

point north the veln, which 1s covered by lovations for a'distance E

of cbout 2 miles, shows nothing of any moment , The veln zone



continues, "butbthe gossan changes 1its ch&rgcter, beinglight 11{
a majority of caseg and Bhowing et times 8imply an iron sillph.;te

on the sutfoce.

Going aouth from tnnnel Ho. 1. oonditicns ars very muoh i %

R T e 4better in fact about 3000 feet south of the presant breaa‘t of,

tunnel No 1, occurs ‘the best surface ahowing on. the property, -
both in extent and indioative va:lnes of the gossan. The outorOp

betWeen these points ie very large and practioally continuoua.f" '

)RE EKEOSED

In speaking of ore, I only refer to the aolid sulphidas
] and have 'caken no acoount of the disseminated sulphidas which may be

T e s a.vailable for oonoentration o
The ore 80 far exposed in tunnel Ho. 1 shows oonti;zuoua
for a length of sbout £30 Peet. It will average about 9 feet .’m . 5
width with average valuea (darived from foot dolla.ra ani foot ' : %
per cent )_ 335.5573016., and. si}vax,va}ues and 4.95% cop?er, or ﬁ.g-. s
uring coﬁﬁer atylzlglra pound; a gross value pf $16.40 ﬁer ton.
411 of the other workings on the property are on é. lower

horizon than this tunnel, and all of them are outside of the ore

ahoét ap expoged in this tunnel. The section on the‘strike of't'he
vein, will show that they have not yet reached any point vertical-

1y under the ote exposed in FNo. 1 tunnel,
Tunntl No. 4 is driven on the foot wall of the vein zone |
and exposed a very héavy vdeposition of iron pyrite, varying from
& to 8 feet in width. The vein in this tunnel is faulted as 18
shown on fhe sédtion, and While the iron pyrite as a rule oarries
no values, either in copﬁér, gold or silver, very" rish ore .does
aceur in bunches along the fault plane, occuring as red and ‘olack '
oxides and ﬁati‘Ve copper. = At times the iron pyri‘be shows some

chaleopyrite but nothing of value. The present breast shows

about 8 feet of nearly eolid iron pyrite, whyichi in my opinion
T ore
wlll gradually grade into pay ore as the shoot is approwhed
There has been no work done on the showing made where

the veln crosses Joe Creek, but from this point an gdit tunnel

could be driven on the vein sttaining e maximum depth of 2hout




2000 feet, with a Vlength o2 2500 feet, anld very probably sn
average deiath o2 1500 fLeet for te olaims lying south o2 the
S / oreck, or a length off the vein of sbout 1 3/4 miles.

' Previous to the time thet John R, Allen end asaociatea

- - obtained a 1ease a.nd bond on the propnz‘ty, Eatsy Olark a- wall N

Diamond drill. His results vere said to have been very satia—‘f‘
’factory. obtaining 1n some oasee oorea ehowing a width of 20 *eet
Wifh values es high aa 166 oopper énd 35,00 on gold ‘ana ailver,
ag an average of the oxe drilled,

At the tima clark waa doing this work, he and Charlos

Sweeney. who af‘cerwards ..ormed the Federa:l. Conaolidation 1n the

Coeur D'Alenes. were hitmr enemiea. reaulting Zrom a laweuit

weat Clark had previous-

‘nection with tho Fedaral Oonsolidat
: 'a.noial man 111 Hew Ycrk em& 1t is olaimed thet Clark sbandoned

on, Btood very \'.ell with "1n~

the property owing to the fact that Sweeney vas praventing him
;rom raiaing the neoessary money. At al1 eventa. Clark ka
ixExi knew hothing about the property to speak of until the last
three Tismond drill holes were drilled, andl his orders to his
snperinten:dent to diaoontilme viere gﬁren before‘ the best ore

waare.ncount'eréd. Previous tq thet time he haod drilled 8 holes

in the vein mome, but in each instence was drilling all around
the ore body,- on top of it, out of it, on its dip, ete.

7 Acoordiﬁg to the I:iamond drill records, vhleh were
obtained by J. F. Reddy, a pmmoter connected with u.LlG deal,
‘rom one_ of Clark's men, the las three drill mles detemined
the oxe to be about 300 leet ahead o2 the then exisiing breast
ol the ﬁpﬁer— tuxinei. &nd a;bou{isé ‘fée’g béléw ;)bhat”level. if 7
we can assume thet %»hsirso drili!imi:ij records tre cbz;réct', it
would meke the ore body so for determined 430 feot long cnd 180
feet deep, containing 77,400‘ square fect. :




o S T C N PR A I T oo oo 1 b ekl b gtk S RN g

oA i -5—
jﬂ' Develogmnnt work in the upper tunnel shows the ore

,‘nbody to have. en avorage width of about 9 feet, so .that &L we

» assumehg dimension for 4be ore body based on the record of p

Clark's Dismond Drilling, end use the width ootuslly exposed
,in‘tunnel‘no. la;it‘wou;d glve us sbout 70,000 tons of ore,

whioh with the vaiuas shown on‘the‘aasay‘plén, will have a gross
value of 41,148 000., probably $0% of whioh would be net
.kttaohaa to e A the reeord of the ‘a4smond drilling

- 'done by, Olark. but I oannot vouoh for the accuruoy of same,

It is %xrue,, however, thit the o0ld core boxes of the diemond
Qrillsrure‘stillu;eft at the upper; tunnel end show & great
quﬂntity_df_porea‘;gpreeenting}a better grade of ore thsn anys-

‘lthing‘we have so- kar expoeed Clark's mem wore Baid to heve

taken the beat of: the oores when they left the property. J. ¥.
Reday took two sacks of them to Fow. York whan he pleced the
property with Allen. Viaitors and prospeotors were alvays bok-

ing more or leoss nnd Btill there sre sufficient cores 1eft to

) thoroughly demonetrate the faot that Olark ‘g6t gome vory rich gor

" sores with ‘nip drilling. The reporta are &1l very faverable,

EINANCIAL

and T underatana that Olark still apaeke very well of the pro-
perty but givoa apg his reason that it was one requiring too mudh
oapita1 for hil to handie.

compirfomsi
P RRITE
This’ property wes formerly owned through possessory.

y

title by six individuals. living in Cresoeut city, Oalifornia,

‘eaoh one hol ng an undivided one-aixth intereat After Clark

abundoned his bohd 3. ? Reddy. Charles Prim end George Heuber,

all of Jaoksonville, Oregon, purohased o one-sixth interest in

“theﬁpr§beff&;“‘Rgddy‘théﬁhpresdnted it to John R, Allen 6f 25

) Broad1street Few ‘York City Juat at the time this property was :

k‘presented the firm of Berger and Seibert wasg establiahed with

“Jonn R, Allen the finanoial baoker. Mr Seibert made anpaxqm-

f‘ination of tha prpperty and reported very favorably on, it and

1t 15 my understanding that the firm or Berger and Seibert un-

dertook the floatation of the property. A one-sixth intergst
. Bl i Hhy # ’ . ! ’v“‘

B T L T e R
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‘b9, 000 This formed the baaia of the Blue Ledge Copper Company.

-6 -
. ‘

was purchaaed from Cooper ene of the COrescent City owhérsi foi
Reddy and ussociates then deeded their one-sixth interest to
Jobn R. Allen. who in tum deeded it to the Blue Ledge Copper
company, paving Reddy aﬂd assooiatea one-sixth of the issued
stook of, the oompany.‘ This gavo the Blue Ledge copper COnpany

interest for which they paid &6, OOO cash The Blue Ledge CoP-
per Gompany VO ;ozmed w;th a capitalization of 400,000 shares,
Bl% in the ‘treasury, 1eaving iseued stock to the amount of

196,000 sneres, ”hiB stock vie s divided as follows

Berger, S 47789 shares
o rALleny . ; - 47789
Seibert, 47789 "
i Reddy, 1/6-interest, | BR667
- ¢. Shields, 3630
;16536

Company were as follows:

Reddy, Commission,
. ; ﬂh%QE v hat b ox 4
Pierre marqudtta Railroad at Saulﬁ Bte nurie. Michigan. (former-f‘

ly of Spoknne) knew o f this property end purchesed the above
number of shares for:cash. The stoock delivered to Reddy for
oommieeion was his promoters' commiseion on the deel, S

_The terms o0 the option held by the Blue Ledge Copper

$5,000.

D MayilB, 1904,(caah)
Februery 15, 1905, 10,000,
Auguet 15, 1906,/ 410,000, " ™
" February 15, 1906, 33,667, :
“hugust 16, 1906, b ©, 41,388, $100,000. o

Later a caph price was obtuined from the Crescent City .

owners of‘$75;000 pa&abIE'February 15, 1905. Aftqr running two

‘months: (July and ‘August, 1904) something happened to the elnun-
‘olal end 'of the: flom;ation.,ao that although the proparuy wag
kept running until Deopmber 26, 1904 no fundas were Jupnishod.
This resu;ted in:the 1oas;o£ the option by. the Blue Ledgev¢opper
company oh theatwo—thirda intorest held at Croscent City,:;suita

for debtnuaggresating $8‘

600 ware filed agpinst the interest




e T e n

Jaoi:gpnvil'lo.l 1'1:‘ wag ‘t‘ha .dnteption of Reddy and essociates to.
fila mit againat f;he :Blue :Ledge Copper QJompany and .llen for
the: retum of theix original one~pixth interest in the property,
eq Allen bad not:cerried out his contraot with them, 3,n whioh i
the B,'Lua Ledge Gopper Company .was to obtain full ownership of
the property. Reddy sud essoofates will in ell probebi¥ity, Q
win this wult, That will leave the Blue Ledge COpper Company !
ovming‘“on;y 2,00 : "fiktb,. intereﬂ‘b. wh\ioh is 6t p:eaant inorm- ‘ ‘

o )t
b

“berqa with $8,600. indebtedneaa. I think at prement the Gresdent

City two-thirds qould. ‘be, obtained on very favorable terms, ior
sey $95,000 with a. oash payment of $5,000, and the belance ex-
tending; over a period o,f from B yeazf to 18 montha, or it could
probebly bs‘obta;na‘d on & oash basis of $76,000, ' The pne-sixth
inte:‘eét hed& by‘neddy &nd-aesoomten -could be handled, no
matter what the ; outdome: with Allen in. This would, therefore,
give a.nyone hendling the yproperty &t present, control of five-
aix‘cha, and it 48 possidle that the one-sixth left o tha Blue

'Ledge: Goppes Compeny. will ba,jsq}A by the sheriff, under .execu-

tion, When Judgment“ is granted in the present suit on the debts,
R O£, course,, nmoh of the sbove, espeoislly in relation
to the finanoial affairp of the Blue Ledge COopper Company, is
hearsay, und while there¢ mey be gome disorepmoiga in the exaot
diviaioh of the atock, or in thya‘ payments -on the option,. the gem-

eral Btétenient ag a ‘whole, is gorrect.

GEBERAL oonnxmzoms OF THE FROPER .

W:l.th the exoeption of the diatance Lrom the ruilroud

' the genera.l uonditiona. espeoially from an eoonomio standpoint

are ideul Timber in ubundanca, water power within b miles of
the property, aufficien‘b for a11 purposea. The preperty will
be workad to say n.n avernge depth of 1600 feet with tunnel and
ghonld ﬁhe ore peraiat in-depth, -this: would be the method of
working‘““for &eam ‘end yéara to. gome. 'The topography of the

gountry 1is auch Y] to ineure very chaap hendling of the ore, An
 ideal: Bmel’ser site 15 100&179& Juet at ‘the foot of the mountain

at 'tha,‘qonnuanoa o\r the :three forks forming the Appleg&te River,

et
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from anyone, of which could be developed BOO H.P., st the lowest
water season of the year. On ' this smelter xmuswx slte there
exists an enormons depoait of 1imé,; The surrounding ocountry
will -furnish alli'of the necessary silloa, 80 that Wwith the ex- '
oeption of‘oake,{everything necessary for emelting purposes ia
at hand With propar equipment, the ore could be mined and’

: deliVered into ore binﬂ at 8 tramway loading atation, fbr not tb

$6 00 ‘& ton each wuy‘under 1arga contracts, while on the other

hand the building of a° railroad almost $he entire length of the
j e road would ‘be on’ the natursl river grade up the Applegete River,
» % but aven with oonditions &85 they now exist, hauling the coke in

and the bullion out by teem, a vory lerge proflt could be ghowm
\‘/“ o A on: the ore, The‘brbperty is Jjuet at that point where e very

1ittle 51pend*ture would prove: the pexaistenae of the ore body.
Tunnel Hoy 4 .18 within 100 faet of vhere we know tha“

datermine whether the ore persiatod with depth to _that horizon.

‘ The property is thoroughly equipped With bunk and
boarding housea large enough to handle 25 or 30 men. Buperin-
tendent 8 house and, o”fioe aggay offzoe und all necessary blaok-
amith ehops and equipmant, 80 that within & very phort time and .
ﬁ?“ ‘ ' ‘ Wlth cqmpuratively little money  the permanenay 0f the ore body’
‘i ' oould be eetahlished.‘ P ; ‘
» y If the persistency of the orehody is determined tne
future poasxbilities of tho property. are &bsolutely unlimited,
for if the horizontal oontlnulty exigts, 1t is certainly an
enormods depostt of ore. Together with thia, thare ig quite 1

poss‘bility of paraalel ore ahoota within the vein ﬂone.

S The initial expenae or the thorough equipment of the_

proPerty would be very large, owing to tha roughness of the
; tapography and the’distance whioh the ore would have to be con-
. T ., b . b !

veyed by aer;al Yramp $0 & puiteble smelter site.
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Before any equipment whatever, even of a power plant,
‘ooula be! made it would bhe necessary to bu;ld a wagon road from
the Lootnof the mountnin to the present main camp, whioh is just :
about ut the 'point where the ledge 1is out by the cenon 0; the Joe

Creek. Thls ‘road would oost about 43,000, After that would

oome‘the‘equipmenu of a cOmpresaor plant at this point, with the

greotioﬁ‘of a powe%,plant)on ope -of the stréams, distant p;vbably‘
- - - | ¢ " I L .

‘  ateel work is entirely'too B8l oW to demonatrate i%,

Attached to this are the records of the Dismond drill—
ing done by Clark.

Below 13 an analysia of the ore made from the combined
samplea taken by Fred J. Seibert at the time of his examination;-

Silicondl oxide ! 4 .31%
It ~Gopper, . . - : 4,156
Araenic, ' 06

+Irom, 85.42
Aluminnm oxide,.

‘Bold, silver;‘loés. oto., .09

) ‘ Thia represents the ore up to the time that I tooL
_charge of the propertJ. Since than.the average analysis would
‘probably. ehcw & higher percentage o‘ copper, . higher peroentage
of aulphur and-less zino.

|

The last 125 fect of drifting, together with Mo, &

eagt and To. ZVWest'qrossduts, have been done since Mr, Allen tobk
hold of the property.

I append herewith & report of the ‘dlamond dr11l’ work
done on the prcperuy by P. Claxrk, I 4o mnot vouch for tho cor-
reotneau of ‘this report and do not know who oompiled 1%,

Y"DIAMOHD DRILLIHG,— Yo. 1 hole hag & 4ip of b5 degrees,
‘stufts in o:e‘énd continues in ore%56 feet whon 1ts dip carries
it out of‘éhe ore body;x Thig is the contimuetion on its strike

‘of the p;é‘ezposed‘by the tunnel. .The orxee of this hole asseyed

i




~

the ore for 19 feet 6f the sama asgayed values.‘

- 10_._

i

6 per uent 00pper and $5 00 in gold and. silver. f ‘ 1

- Yo. 2 hole has a dlp of 10, on the dip of the vein,
and rune ' out of the oxe body and into the hanging wall at & iy
depth of 40 feet This orse also assayed 6 per cent’ oopper and
$5 00 in gold and silver.
No. 5 hols is praotioally & eross cut hole. and sbowa

No.}t‘hole Btatts\in‘Ore. but Oﬁhaccount ot itswdip

P Coag!

loses the ‘ore in B faet and is running in wnite schipt Por 8 .. 7

total depth of 68" feet I P
.Bole No. 6 1 a down hole. both on its dip und the - v
strike of the ore body, looking 'towards the mouth of To. 1
tunngl. and whiph algo runs out of the ‘ore body at 20 feet.
L J‘Hbleuno. 6 continues the course of the west orossout
forwﬁ47ffeet andhéhowa the Qahe kind of quartz sohist mixed
ﬁithﬁiﬁ&n aulphiden‘ the bame as the orosscut exposes,
Hole To. 7 starts Lrom the face of no 2 tunnal and

attaina a 1ength of 172 feet without enoountering any ore,‘ueing

‘apparently out of renge of the ore body indiocated by the showing

ne%r the mouth of the tunnel,

Hble Ho. 8 atarts from the surface, on the level of

rand’ 120 feel esst of No., 1 tunnel. 1%t has o tatal depth of 212

‘feet, At the 188 foot mark 1t encounters the continuation of

. the ore exposed in the east .orosa out 6f No. 1 tunnel, about

3 feet Ain width, averaging 16 per “aent copper, and $4 Q0 1n gold
/and. silver. . ‘ ‘

‘4t the 166 foot maerk, the hole sncounters 10 feet of
ooPper sulphide ore,‘asaaying 16 peroent oopper and $6.00 in

gold and silver.‘

Bole Fo. 9. atta{ns a length of £89 feet., At the 256
foot mark it enoounters again the east ore body, showing 3 1/2

feet‘of 00pper gulphide, running 16 per cent ocopper gnd $4.00

in g01d ‘and silve:.x:Tha hole filohered before it resched the

main ore body. o

I

Hble No.‘lo is a down hole from the surface znd 1is




C--
‘At the 159 merk, 1t encountera'the east ore boﬁy

420 féat Adong.,
again 3 1/2 feet wide, escaying 6 por cont copper and $6.00 1n

gold‘and ailver. At thc 2l2 foot mark 1t ghows 2O feet of .

. copper and sulphide ore assaying B ‘per cent ooppe* and #5.00 in

gold ‘and silver.,
‘ This 1atter ahowingb‘k 120 feet lower (pnrpindlonlar— .




