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Mining Relics At Gold Hill, Oregon 

Oct.07, 2010 inJackson County Gold, Oregon Gold, Southern Oregon GoldI 

The Beeman-Martin House, home of the Gold Hill Historical Society's m 
504 1st Avenue in Gold Hill, Oregon and is open Thursday- Saturday, f1 
information, please contact the society at: P .0. Box 26, Gold Hill, OR 97~ 

The Gold Hill Historical Society has done an excellent job pre~ 
of the famous Gold Hill Mining District through their museum 
Beeman-Martin House on First Avenue in downtown Gold Hill, 
originally built in 1901 by Josiah Beeman who leased and late 
Lucky Bart Mine which was located on nearby Sardine Creek. 
discovered in 1890 by Bartholomew Signorritti and Joe Cox. E 
in 1892 and did well enough that he was able to build a fine t 
the first indoor plumbing in Gold Hill), and was to stay in his 1 
descendants offered it to the Gold Hill Historical Society for tf" 
local museum. According to the society's official history, the c 
be haunted after several members of their staff reported hear 
upstairs and there were numerous instances of the opening a 
being moved and pictures being "thrown" off the walls. The sc 
to their ghost as "Willie", but he did not introduce himself to r 
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In addition to the usual things we see in local history display~ 
Society, has devoted a more than usual amount of space to I 
this is not only fitting and probably to be expected of such a 
it is not by any means typical of local historical societies here 
of which seem to regard mining as little more than a novel cl 
secret. Yet even in a town where some residents have actual 
what little small scale mining does take place within their cor 
here seem to take great pride in explaining how Josiah Beem 
gold he took out of the hills above Sardine Creek and how m1 
recovered from the nearby streams and hills. In Gold Hill, mi1 
center stage and although the displays 
and efforts of these volunteers is still very much a work in pr 
open to the public in Southern Oregon will you see as many I 
together in one place. Admission is free, but I'm sure they ar: 

Starting on the first floor of the Beeman House, we are gradL 
mining history with a set of pocket scales from the 1860's he 
and a photo here and there, but once we reach the gift shop, 
by all sorts of trinkets pertaining to local mining, ranging fror 
to old photos of mines, from post cards to refrigerator magne 
nails that were saved from some old ore carts that must havE 
hillside somewhere. A look on the gift store book shelf and wl 
the majority of their offerings have something to do with min 
buy copies of Tom Bohmkers books on gold mining in Oregon 
on panning gold and mining history, as well as copies of the I 
who was a placer miner on Foots Creek in the 1880's. 

In the stairwell (which Willie is said to frequent), we can find 
kiosks that are stuffed with local information hand outs that, 
home to study. Included are maps of the old Gold Hill Mining 
panning, a brief overview of local mining history, tidbits abou 
much more. 

From here, we head downstairs into the basement and are m 
display that looks more like an old timers basement than it dt 
Unlike other museums, you can actually touch a lot of this stt 
tools, rusty gold pans, framed location notices, mining claim 
miners lights and helmets, old photos, gold dust bags, a repn 
which was found locally and more. In one display case, there· 
mounted nugget that was taken from a local creek. 

From here, we can go outside onto the back porch and get to 
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Chilean Mill 

The Chilean Mill or "Trapiche1
', was an improvement of the ar 

manufactured in California around 1910 and was used at the 
Downieville, California. The Rue Family brought it to their mir 
Eagle Point, but never used it. It is powered by electric engin 
left. This machine may be the only one of its kind in Oregon. 
Mill. Heavy weights were attached to the chains which were a 
slowly ground the mineralized quartz into a fine powder so th 
separated by washing. These machines were not very efficien 
making them suitable only for small operations. 

This ore crusher was a big improvement on the 
arrastre and far more portable than a stamp mill. 



( 

( 

Jackson County Gold - Oregon Gold 

Rocker Box. The hopper appears to have 
originally been a fruit box. 

The builder of this homemade ore car 
ingeniously used rounds ofwood (possibly 
cedar) for wheels. The body looks to have 
been hand-hewn with a from from local 
timber. 

The ore car from the Pack Rat Mine is a 
little more modern. 
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Ore buckets were lowered into mine shafts, 
filled with ore and then hoisted up top where 
the material could be processed. These 
served the same purposes as ore cars which 
were used to transport ore from an adit or 
tunnel. 

This 5 Stamp Mill from Josiah Beeman's Lucky 
Bart Mine may be the only surviving and intact 
stamp mill in Southern Oregon. This one was 
manufactured by Union Ironworks of San 
Francisco in 1892 and was shipped to Oregon 
that same year. Built of heavy timbers that are 
about one foot thick, the mill is a truly imposing 
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The Beeman-Martin House, home of the Gold Hill Historical Society's museum. The museum is 
located at 504 1st Avenue in Gold Hill, Oregon and is open Thursday- Saturday, from Noon til 4 
PM. For more information, please contact the society at: P.O. Box 26, Gold Hill, OR 97525, 
Phone: 541-855-1182 

http://www.oregongold.net/mining-relics-at-gold-hill-oregon/ 1/16/2011 
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The Gold Hill Historical Society has done an excellent job preserving the mining 
history of the famous Gold Hill Mining District through their museum which is 
located in the Beeman-Martin House on First Avenue in downtown Gold Hill, 
Oregon. The house was originally built in 1901 by Josiah Beeman who leased and 
later purchased the well known Lucky Bart Mine which was located on nearby 
Sardine Creek. The Lucky Bart was first discovered in 1890 by Bartholomew 
Signorritti and Joe Cox. Beeman obtained the mine in 1892 and did well enough 
that he was able to build a fine two story home (which had the first indoor 
plumbing in Gold Hill), and was to stay in his family until 1993 when his 
descendants offered it to the Gold Hill Historical Society for the purpose of 
establishing a local museum. According to the society's official history, the old 
building is presumed to be haunted after several members of their staff reported 
hearing heavy footsteps upstairs and there were numerous instances of the 
opening and closing of doors, objects being moved and pictures being "thrown" off 
the walls. The society affectionately refers to their ghost as "Willie", but he did not 
introduce himself to me. 

In addition to the usual things we see in local history displays, the Gold Hill 
Historical Society, has devoted a more than usual amount of space to local mining 
history. Though this is not only fitting and probably to be expected of such a 
famous gold mining district, it is not by any means typical of local historical 
societies here in Southern Oregon, many of which seem to regard mining as little 
more than a novel curiousity, if not a dirty little secret. Yet even in a town where 
some residents have actually began to organize against what little small scale 
mining does take place within their community, the volunteers here seem to take 
great pride in explaining how Josiah Beeman built this house with the gold he took 
out of the hills above Sardine Creek and how much gold was actually recovered 
from the nearby streams and hills. In Gold Hill, mining history finally takes center 
stage and although the 
and efforts of these volunteers is still very much a work in progress, in no other 
place open to the public in Southern Oregon will you see as many local mining 
relics gathered together in one place. Admission is free, but I'm sure they 
appreciate donations. 

Starting on the first floor of the Beeman House, we are gradually given a taste of 
local mining history with a set of pocket scales from the 1860's here, an old vial of 
gold there and a photo here and there, but once we reach the gift shop, we are 
instantly confronted by all sorts of trinkets pertaining to local mining, ranging from 
gold panning concentrates to old photos of mines, from post cards to refrigerator 
magnets and right up to square nails that were saved from some old ore carts that 
must have rotted away on a nearby hillside somewhere. A look on the gift store 
book shelf and what we actually find is that the majority of their offerings have 
something to do with mining. For example, you can buy copies of Tom Bohmkers 
books on gold mining in Oregon here in the shop, booklets on panning gold and 
mining history, as well as copies of the Diary of Charles Anderson who was a 
placer miner on Foots Creek in the 1880's. 

http://www.oregongold.net/mining-relics-at-gold-hill-oregon/ 1/16/2011 
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In the stairwell (which Willie is said to frequent), we can find a number of 
revolving kiosks that are stuffed with local information hand outs that visitors are 
free to take home to study. Included are maps of the old Gold Hill Mining District, 
handouts on gold panning, a brief overview of local mining history, tidbits about 
old mining camps and much more. 

From here, we head downstairs into the basement and are met with a large mining 
display that looks more like an old timers basement than it does a historical 
display. Unlike other museums, you can actually touch a lot of this stuff. Included 
are old mining tools, rusty gold pans, framed location notices, mining claim maps, 
mineral samples, miners lights and helmets, old photos, gold dust bags, a 
reproduction of a gold brick which was found locally and more. In one display 
case, there's even a pretty nice mounted nugget that was taken from a local 
creek. 

From here, we can go outside onto the back porch and get to the really good stuff, 
including the ore cars, the chilean mill, an ore crusher, several monitors, rocker 
boxes and of course, the 5 stamp mill from the famous Lucky Bart Mine. A brief 
tour follows. 

The Chilean Mill or "Trapiche", was an improvement of the arrastre. This 
one was manufactured in California around 1910 and was used at the 
Brush Creek Mine near Downieville, California. The Rue Family brought it 

( to their mine on Butte Creek near Eagle Point, but never used it. It is 
powered by electric engine and belt, seen at lower left. This machine may 
be the only one of its kind in Oregon. 

httn://www.ore2on1?o!d.net/mininrr-relics-at-1wld-hill-ore1?on/ 1/16/2011 
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A look inside the Chilean Mill. Heavy weights were attached to the chains 
which were drug across the ore (at bottom left) and slowly ground the 
mineralized quartz into a fine powder so that the gold could be easily 
separated by washing. 
These machines were not very efficient and worked very slow, making 
them suitable only for small operations. 

This ore crusher was a big improvement on the arrastre and far more 
portable than a stamp mill. 

ht1n://www.ore1wn1rnld.net/minin1?-relics-at-gold-hill-oregon/ 1/16/2011 
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Rocker Box. The hopper appears to have originally been a fruit box. 

The builder of this homemade ore car ingeniously used rounds of wood 
(possibly oak) for wheels. The body looks to have been hand-hewn with a 
froe from local timber. 

l.••~· I l,m,n., ('\1"AOnr,crnltt nPt/minino-rdir.!';-.at.-1mld-hi l l-ore,mn/ 1 /16/?011 
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The ore car from the Pack Rat Mine is a little more modern. 

' \ 
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Ore buckets were lowered into mine shafts, filled with ore and then 
hoisted up top where the material could be processed. 
These served the same purposes as ore cars which were used to transport 
ore from an adit or tunnel. 

httn· //mum, n1·Pannunld m~t/mi ni nv-re lics-at.-i:mld-hi 11-orei:mn/ 1 / 16/?.011 
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The museum has several monitors in their collection. 

This 5 Stamp Mill from Josiah Beeman's Lucky Bart Mine may be the only 
surviving and intact stamp mill in Southern Oregon. This one was 
manufactured by Union Ironworks of San Francisco in 1892 and was 
shipped to Oregon that same year. Built of heavy timbers that are about 
one foot thick, the mill is a truly imposing structure nearly 20 feet tall. 

h++~· //nnum """'nnnnnl,i nf"t /minino-rP.li<'.s-at-i:ro Iii-hill-ore von/ 1 /1 n/?.O 11 
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View of the mill battery. The round rods are called "stems", while the 
spool shaped pieces are called "tappets". The curved "fins" beneath the 
tappets are the "cams". The bar with the horse-shoe shaped tip that is at 
an odd angle appears to be a "latch finger" (four more are laying at the 
base of the mill, uninstalled). The latch fingers, also called "lifters", "latch 
bars" or "finger bars", are used to "hang up" the tappets into place when 
the millman wished to stop the machine. To accomplish this, he would 
take a "cam stick", which was a wooden wedge with a piece of belt on its 
upper side (to prevent slipping) and grease on its underside, and he 
would place this on top of the cam. This forced the cam to rotate at the 
top, which would raise the tappet higher. Once the tappet reached its 
peak, he would push the latch finger into place underneath tappet. This 
stopped the stamp from dropping without shutting the engine down and 
he would then repeat this process with the remaining stamps. (Note that 
the tappets are in the down position). As you might imagine, millmen 
could often be easily identified among mining crews just by counting their 
fingers, because if he wasn't careful it was very easy to get his fingers or 
an entire hand pinched off while locking the tappets into place! 

1/1 6/2011 
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View of the lower portion of the stamp battery. Note the stamp heads. 

A close up view of the stamp heads. As noted above, they are in the 
"down position". These have processed more ore and freed up more 
Oregon gold than most of us will probably ever find in our lifetimes! 

i.,, ...... { '""'"'' Arorrrmon lil nt>t/minino-rP.lics-~t-Pokl-hil l-oreonn/ Iii 6/2011 
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Unlike other stamp mills, this one did not rely on amalgamation plates 
and mercury was apparently not used at the Lucky Bart. (This is 
supported by DEQ reports on the site of the Lucky Bart, which have yet to 
turn up any mercury in the soils). Once the ore was crushed to powder, it 
was washed down the metal slickplate and then onto what appears to 
have been an early shaker table which was powered by a belt and pulley. 

A set of belts and wheels (which are really pulleys) make the stamps rise. 

1 /lt-/?011 
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Gravity makes them fall, crushing the ore. 

The rotation of this wheel/pulley (about 5 feet in diameter) raises the 
stamps and is powered by a belt attached to yet another smaller pulley 
near the front of the mill. 

Though this stamp mill was probably originally powered by a waterwheel, 
later on, this John Deere tractor engine provided the power. This engine 
was manufactured in 1936, so long after Josiah Beeman gave up his 
interest in the Lucky Bart in 1916, this stamp mill was still hard at work. 
When you consider that this is a tractor engine and that the top of its 
smokestack is about 5 feet high, it gives you a little bit of an idea of the 
size of this stamp mill. 

httn• //nmmr '"'""'"'"'""'"'I ,i n Pt /minino-rP.l if'<1-~t-onlti-h i I l-n rPon n / 1/1 i>/?O 11 
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All in all, a visit to the Gold Hill Historical Society is well worth the trip and a fine 
way to spend part of your day. 

Kerby Jackson 

Josephine County, Oregon 

www.western-stories.com 

Tags: Gold Hill, gold hill historical society, gold hill mining district, gold mining equipment, josiah 
beeman house, lucky bart mine, mining museums, monitor, rocker box, Sardine Creek, stamp mill 
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The Beeman-Martin House, home or the Gol<l Hill Historical Society's museum. The museum is 
lornted at 504 ht Avenue in Gold Hill, Oregon and is open Thursday-Saturday, rrom Noon til 4 Pi\l. 
For more information, please contact the societ)· at: P.O . . Box 26, Gold Hill, OR 97525, Phone: 5.t 1-
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kiosks that are stuffed with local information hand outs that visitors are free to take 
home to study. Included are maps of the old Gold Hill Mining District, handouts on 
gold panning, a brief overview of local mining history, tidbits about old mining camps 
and much more. 

From here, we head downstairs into the basement and are met with a large mining 
display that looks more like an old timers basement than it does a historical display. 
Unlike other museums, you can actually touch a lot of this stuff. Included are old 
mining tools, rusty gold pans, framed location notices 1 mining claim maps, mineral 
samples, miners lights and helmets, old photos, gold dust bags, a reproduction of a 
qoJd brick whJch was found Joca.l.lv more. In one dJso.tay case; there's even = 
pretty nice mounted nugget that \Nas taken rrom a 1oca1 creeK. 

From here, we can go outside onto the back porch and get to the really good stuff, 
including the ore cars, the chilean mill, an ore crusher, several monitors, rocker boxes 
and of course, the 5 stamp mill from the famous Lucky Bart Mine. A brief tour follows. 

The Chilean Mill or ''Trapiche", was an improvement of the arrastre. This one 
was manufactured in California around 1910 and was used at the Brush 
Creek Mine near Downieville, California. The Rue Family brought it to their 
mine on Butte Creek near Eagle Point, but never used it. It is powered by 
electric engine and belt, seen at lower left. This machine may be the only one 
of its kind in Oregon. 
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The builder of this homemade ore car ingeniously used rounds of wood 
(possibly oak) for wheels. The body looks to have been hand-hewn with a 
froe from local timber. · 
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The museum has several monitors in their collection. 

This 5 Stamp Mill from Josiah Beeman's Lucky Bart Mine may be the only 
surviving and intact stamp mill in Southern Oregon. This one was 
manufactured by Union Ironworks of San Francisco in 1392 and was shipped 
to Oregon that same year. Built of heavy timbers that are about one foot 
thick, the mill is a truly imposing structure nearly 20 feet tall. 
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View of the mm battery. The round rods are called "stems", while the spool 
shaped pieces are called "tappets". The curved "fins" beneath the tappets 
are the "cams". The bar with the horse-shoe tip that is at an odd 
angle appears to be a "latch finger" (four more are laying at the base of the 
mm, uninstalled). The latch fingers, also called "lifters", "latch bars" or 
"finger bars", are used to "hang up" the tappets into place when the mmman 
wished to stop the machine. To accomplish this, he would take a "cam stick", 
which was a wooden wedge with a of belt on its upper side (to prevent 
slipping) and grease on its underside, and he would place this on top of the 
cam. This forced the cam to rotate at the top, which would raise the tappet 
higher. Once the tappet reached its peak, he would push the latch finger into 
place underneath tappet .. This the stamp from dropping without 
shutting the engine down and he would then this process with 
remaining stamps. (Note that are in the down position). you 
might imagine, millmen could often be easily identified among mining crews 
just by counting their fingers, use if he wasn't careful it was very easy 
to get his fingers or an entire hand pinched off while locking the tappets into 
place! 



The rotation of this ,,r1heel/pulley {about 5 f eet in diameter) rc"lises the 
stamps and is powered by a belt attach~d to yet another smaller puHey near 
the front of the mill. 

Though this stamp mm was probably originally powered by a waterwheel, 
later on, this John Deere tractor engine provided the power. This engine was 
manufactured in 1936, so long after Josiah Beeman gave up his interest in 
the Lucky Bart in 1916, this stamp mill was still hard at work. VJhen you 
consider that this is a tractor engine and that the top of its smokestack is 
about 5 feet high, it gives you a little bit of an idea of the size of this stamp 
mill. 

All in all, a visit to the Gold Hill Historical Society is well worth the trip and a fine way 
to spend part of your day. 
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Pfiartt 855-1182 

HISTORIC STAMP MILL MOVED TO MUSEUM 

The historio Stamp Mill pictured, manufaotured by Union Iron 
·works of San Francisco in 1892, baa sat in the same location on 
west fork of Sardine Creek sinc·e 1893 when it crushed its first 
ore. It. was dismantled las·b week by a crew of volunteers and 
hauled to its new permanent resting place on the grounds of the 
Go.ld Hill Historical Society at 504 1st Ave • 

.Aiter complete restoration which will take nearly a year, it 
will be on display with other antique mining machinery & devices. 

10 volunteers who donated thei:tti:time plus 2 pieces of heavy 
equipment made the move possible in one day. Our hats are off 
to these people who made the project possible 

SEE ·STORY ON REVERSE 
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T.HE GOLD HILL LFAD. 
so~m BITS OF HISTORY GRAPHICALLV TOLD BV A PIONEER. 

To the editor of the Oregonian: 
Gold Hill, Or., May, 19, '85. 

Some historical incidents connected with the once-famous Gold Hill mine, 
situated about two miles from this station, may not be uninteresting to your 
readers. One morning about 3 o'clock a.m., in the summer of 1 g53, Col. Wm. 
Martin, a pioneer of 1845, accompanied by a man named Barnes, rode to the 
residence of C;;;icr«l .,,w~ph l ,i::,', in the Urnpqua Valley, near the then-little 
village of Roseburg, and called out "hallo '' 

"What is wanted?" replied the general. 
Said Col. Martin: "The Rogue River Tndians have broken out and are 

murdering women and children, and we wan1 you, General, to go to the 
rescue." 

1n twenty minutes the general was on his horse, along with Col Martin and 
Barnes, riding rapidly toward the scene of hostilities. The general 
conunanded every old pioneer whom he met to get thei r guns and pistols at 
once. The pioneers needed no persuasion; they had all of them surmounted 
many privations and dangers; they had good stuff in 1hem; nor would they 
stand back when the lives of women and children were in jeopardy, 

General Lane was soon in command of a volunteer ibrce, together with a 
few regulars. Nor was he long in ascertaining the whereabouts of the Indians; 
he traced them to a little creek, now called Battle Creek, that empties into 
Evans Creek a few mi les [above) the little town of\Voodville .. He effected a 
complete surprise upon the wily Cndians. The first intimation the chief (old 
Sam) had of danger was a murderous fusillade poured into them by Lane's 
forces. The Indians, with remarkable self-possession, seized their guns and 
returned the fire. For awhile the battle waxed fierce and the bullets flew thick, 
but it was evident and apparent to old Sam that Lane's men were getting much 
the best of the fight, and his heart began to fail him. [Pleasant] ArmslTOng, as 
brave a man as ever bre11thed, fell, pierced through his noble heart. Gen. Lane 
wa~ shot through the am1, from which the blood poured profusely. The old 
chief soon began to beg for quarter. Lane, however, was not inclined to listen 
to his gibberish. The volunteers, however, noticing that the general was pale 
and weak from the loss of blood, urged him to treat with the chief He finaHy 
consented. Old Sam ordered the remainder of his warriors to cease firing. 
Many of his bravest ones had bitten the dust. The two leaders, Lane and Sam, 
walked out and seated themselves on a log for a pow-wow. Sam's daughter, a 
most beautiful young squaw, went with her father as a witness of her father's 

1.• I, . 1. I . ..•• I. ... ,. ... ,.. , .. . L 1. ..... ' i 11 --1,,...n 1 , t 
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sincerity. A settlement was soon had, and the two chieftains agreed to meet at 
Table Rock at a given date to ratify the proceedings or agreement made that 
day. It was further stipulated that General Lane was to bring along a certain 
number of friends unarmed, and old Sam was to leave an equal number of 
warriors unarmed to bear witness to the ratification. 

General Lane selected Colonel Nesmith, Judge Deady, Colonel Martin, 
Captain Mosher, Bob Metcalfe and a few others. Nesmith did not approve of 
the plan, and he accordingly said to the general that he did not propose to go 
unarmed to the place selected, for the Indians were treacherous, and he 
thought it was folly to place themselves at the mercy of the savages. "Very 
well," said the general, "if you are afraid to go you can remain in camp." This 
nettled Nesmith, who replied, "General Lane, I think I have as little fear as 
you or any man on the earth, and if you put it on that ground I will go." 

When the day arrived Colonel Nesmith and General Lamerick, who was in 
command of the regulars, held a consultation. Lamerick shared Nesmith's 
views of the matter. He, too, feared treachery, and accordingly General 
Lamerick with field glasses went to a commanding mountain overlooking 
Table Rock, where he could observe the maneuvers of the Indians, who were 
strung along the ridge, a distance of two miles from Table Rock towards 
Sams Valley. Finding a shade under a large laurel tree, General Lamerick 
seated himself on a large quartz rock that stood up some three feet out of the 
ground, and with his field glasses he watched with great anxiety what was 
going on across the river. Your readers will soon see what the battle of Evans 
Creek and the war of 153 had to do with the Gold Hill quartz mme. 

It is proper to say that Nesmith was right in his conjectures about the 
Indians. There was an attempt on the part of the savages to carry out their 
cowardly, murderous designs, and they were only prevented from doing so by 
the cool bravery of General Lane, who showed no fear of their treachery. The 
treaty was completed. And now I will turn to the discovery of the Gold Hill 
quartz mine. In September of 1859 Dan Fisher went out to kill a deer. He 
wandered about in the mountains until quite late in the evening; finally he 
came to a high mountain, and noticed a qua1iz ledge cropping out for a 
distance of forty or fifty feet He merely glanced at it, for it was getting quite 
late. He, however, was somewhat impressed with its appearance, so much so 
that he concluded to carve his name on the laurel tree that spread its branches 
over the ledge, and intended to return in a short time and prospect the lead. 
However, he failed to go back; hence he missed a fortune. In January 1860, 
Uncle Tommy Chavner hired a young emigrant, direct from Iowa, to work for 
him on his ranch. The young man's name was Hayes. One morning Mr. 
Chavner directed the young man to go out and look after some horses that had 
strayed off. The young man, in wandering around in the mountains, sat down 
to rest near the top of a high mountain, and he noticed some beautiful quartz 
rock that lay scattered around. Upon picking up the pieces he noticed that 
they were literally covered with gold, and accordingly he filled his pockets 
and returned to Mr. Chavner's and showed him the specimens. Mr. C., with 
characteristic cunning, said: 11 Be quiet about his matter. Say nothing about it, 
and we will go out and look after this business. I will pay you well, 11 said 
Uncle Tommy, 11 ifyou will show me the place where you found those 
specimens." 

Hayes, however, by this time became excited and could not keep his secret. 
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He sent some of the specimens to Jacksonville. The miners of Jacksonville 
became intensely excited, and the next day they racked out in every direction 
to hunt the place where the rich ore had been found. O]d George Ish called 
out to Dan Fisher when he passed Willow Springs, where Fisher was 
working, 11Why ain't you out, Dan, hunting that rich quartz lead?" Fisher 
replied that he believed he knew where the lead was, and he would tell him 
right where it was located provided he (Ish) would take him in as a partner. 
Ish promised he would do so. Mr. Fisher then directed him to the place, and 
told him that he would find D. F. Fisher's name carved on a large laurel tree 
that stood in a few feet of the lead. 

Ish proceeded to the spot described by Fisher and found the famous ledge. 
There stood the laurel tree with Fisher's name cut on it. Uncle Tommy 
Chavner and the emigrants were by no means asleep; on the contrary, they 
were on the spot where young Hayes had found the specimens the day 
previous. Ish soon let Chavner know that he had found the lead. They at once 
located the mine. Chavner gave Hayes $5000 for his interest. The boy took 
the money and struck a beeline for Iowa. 

About this time General Lamerick had occasion to visit southern Oregon 
on business connected with the army. On hearing the fabulous stories about 
the Gold Hill mine he concluded to visit the lead. General Lamerick was 
noted for his profanity. When he arrived at the mine he did some genuine 
swearing. Said he, "I sat right there on that h--1 fired ledge in 1853, when 
General Lane was treating with old Sam. Little did I know that a fortune was 
within my grasp. 11 He inquired if there was a laurel tree standing at a given 
place he pointed to. The miners replied there was; then the general did some 
more cursing. The unkindest cut of all was the fact that Dan Fisher's name 
was not included with the locators. Uncle Tommy Chavner got away with 
about $30,000. He is the only man now who can show any money from what 
was, as long as it lasted, the richest quartz lead ever discovered on this coast. 

Observer. 
Democratic Times, Jacksonville, June 5, 1885, page I 

Last revised January 16, 2014 
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Vol • 4 .--No. 190, December 
PERSONAL AND LOCAL.--

1900 

Miss Rosie McGill who has been stopping with I.E. Debey and 
family for some time, left for Sisson, Wednesday where she will 
be cared for by her grand mother. 

MAF:F: I ED • --
NOE-DARL I NG--At the home of the brides parents near Gold 

Hill, Wednesday, December 19, 1900, ay 10 o'clock, Miss Lulu Noe 
I 

I to Ralph L. Darling, Rev. J.C. Gregory officiating. 

/; 

No . 4 . --Vo 1 • 191 , December 29 , 19121121 
Robert Taylor was found dead at the door of the wood shed on 

his ranch five miles south of Ashland Wednesday by Frank Williams 
who works on the ranch, and who reported his find to the citizens 
of Ashland. The Tidings says that Mr. Taylor came to his death 
from a gun shot wound from his own hand. The inquest was held 
Thursday. 

PERSONAL AND LOCAL.--
Sunday T. J. Downing and family attended the funeral of Mrs. 

R. H. Hodge who died at her home in Central Point Saturday, 
December 22. 

11 A family by the name of Sullivan just from Minnes o ta arrived 
in the city Thursday. Mr. S. intends to make this their future 
home. 

1' 
THE FOLLOWING ISSUES ARE OF VARYING DATES 

1 i Vol . 4 .--No. 194, January 26, 1901 
THE GOLD HILL MINES .--

1 I 

I 
I 

Their Past , Present a nd Future as Hi s tory and Fact s Present Th em . 
Gal d Hi 11 is not one of the early historic mining camps of 

Oregon. It was some years after the Althouse and Jackson creek 
di scovery before public attention was attracted to the vi cinity 
of Gold Hill a s a mining center. In fact th e r e was no camp known 
as Gold Hill until after the discovery of t h e far f a med. ore body 
by Messr s Hay s , Chavner and as s ociates on th e mountain that 
a f t er vJ a rd s was c a l 1 e d Go 1 d H i l l . A 1 t hough m .=1, n y Ch i n amen a r. c 
white miners had been wing damming the Rogue River bank s and 
mining the shallow bars for a numb er of years previous to this 
time. This work performed in a very crude mann e r and almost 
vJh o l l y by- pick and s h ovel, produced a great many' thou s and of 
dollars, and ad ded very mater i a ll y to the man y millions t h at were 
s hipped v i a Well s Fargo Express , t hro ugh the Jac ksonville Bank in 
an e a rly day. 

To show how distinct and defined the min e ral bear ing zone of 
Southern Oreg on i s , it i s but necessary to s tate that some s ix 
miles a bove Go ld Hill, in the vicinity of the Tola mine , th e 
first p ay ground i s encountered in coming down Rogue river. 
Immed i ate l y b e l o w this p o int o n the south s irje of the river the 
Go l d Hill Mines h a v e e rod e d for past a ges a nd l ed their aurifor­
ous d e posits into the banks of this stream. But a short mile 
below and from the north side of the river, Sams creek has been 
another (~QC~~~~~l~) rich gravel. It i s sa id th a t wing darns 

--
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below fhe mouth of Sams creek in an early day paid $100 per day 
to the man. Half a mile below on the same side of the river, 
Water Gulch, with its rich gravel deposits empties into the 
·iver. Two miles and a half below this point, and one mile below 
ne town of Gold Hill, Sardine creek comes in from the north, 

with its ten or twelve miles of located placer ground. On the 
south s i d e of the r i v er , opp o s i t e th e t m•m of Go 1 d H i l 1 , Ka i n s 
c reek enters the r i v er . 0 n e m i l e be 1 o ,...J i s the mouth of Ga 1 1 ' s 
creek. Six miles below this is Foots creek. All of these are 
noted ~pld producing districts and embracing hundreds of acres of 
rich giavel deposits. 

These districts thus briefly mentioned, are all tributary to 
Go 1 d H i 1 I , an d t·J h en ,..JO r k e d t o t h e i r 1 i m i t , ltJ h i ch th e y ~·J i l l b e i n 
the near future, will double and treble the present output of 
Jackso~ county. Water is the great desideratum of this section. 
We have the water in unlimited quantities, flowing by this ground 
every day in the year. Rogue river would furnish sufficient 
water to mine a dozen counties with the area of placer ground 
contained in Jackson county. This water problem is solved with 
the cbmp 1 et ion of the projected High Line Di t~h nm·i under \.'Jay 
with headquarters at this place. 

Now then to speak in a general way of the quartz mining 
outlook of this section. It is but necessary to say, to the 
practii,:;::al mining man that there is not an acre of ground in the 
above 

I 

described placer districts but which has been locally fed 
from the surrounding hills. This fact speaks for itself as to 
the future possibil iites of the quartz mining of this district. 
If thousands and hundreds of thousands have been mined, ground up 
:::m d ct b n cent rated by II nature ' s m i l 1 11 i n the past ages , \.'JOU l d any 
reasonable man, doubt for a moment, that there are yet untold 
mill i~hs to be mined, milled and concentrated, by the more rapid, 
if not as efficient methods of mining and mi 11 ing of toda'/. The 
surrounding hill sides attest to the fact that there is more gold 
remaining in the mountains. While we have but a few deep devel­
oped- 11 mines in .Jackson county, we have innumerable unde\/el oped 
veins carrying pay ore of greater or less value, with the forma­
~ions favorable to the carrying of precious metals, as we have 
all of the igneous, eruptive mineral bearing rocks found in any 
mining country. Southern Oregon has the unmerited reputation of 
be i n Sl i a II pock et II co u n try . l1J e w i 1 1 ad m i t th i s i mp each men t i n .3 

measure. Relatively speaking, all the mines of the world are 
pocket mines. As no ore body yet discovered but what had a 
beginning and an end. Some larger and some smaller. It is true 
perhaps, we have a larger number of small seams carrying virgin 
gold) than other sections. But this can not possibly be taken 
other than as a favorable indication for the making of a good 
mining country. And our reasoning is this: We have any number of 
large true fissure veins, cutting the formation at various 
angles; and carrying well defined walls, with large bodies of 
mineralized quartz. Also strong well defined contact veins, with 
la~ge bodies of quartz separating these formations. 

Now then, is it not but feasonabl e to suppose, that the same 
agency that has filled these small seams with virgin gold, will 
also impregnate these larger bodies of quartz, found in these 
contact and fissure veins, with the same precious metal . More 
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especially, as these large veins are found in identically the 
same formation as the small rich seams. It would be foolish to 
look for the same grade of ore in these large veins that we find 
in these rich seams. In one case the value is concentrated in a 
very narrow space. In the other it is distributed through what 
may be a large body of quartz. 

There is not doubt in the world, but that this prejudice 
against Southern Oregon, as a mining field on account of its 

15bee,1
1
·nergala "pocket" country, lAJill soon be a thing of the past. 

of the California counties have had this same prejudice 
to overcome. Eastern Oregon but four years ago was cal led a 
"pod;et" country. Today they are favorably known by mining men 
as a mining district of permanence. 

•· 1 To s p ea k of th e m i n es i n d et a i 1 o f t h i s sect i on , \•JO u 1 d 
; · require more space than our article is entitled to and must be 

left to some future time. As we feel that we have all-ready 
I 
1 encroached on the generosity of ye editor, sufficient for one 

issue. M • 

PERSONAL AND LOCAL.--
Jos. Dowden is having another very bad spell of sickness. 
Good cows are in demand and range from $30 to $50 each. 
Louis F'fiel, Galls oldest settler, l.'Jas in trn-m Sunday. 
Joseph Perry 1s very ill with pneumonia a t the Gold Hill 

mine. 
Measles are epidemic in Eagle Point. Fifty cases being 

reported. 
1 C. C. McClendon the old Indian war veteran, was down from 
Ashland Monday. 

Miss Jessie Childers returned from Medford where she has 
been visiting friends. 

T1·m inches of snow f el 1 Thursday but the via rm air qui ck 1 y 
removed it from the valley. 

T. J. West is suffering from a severe attack of gripp e and 
lthe section crew is short one good man this week. 

You kno~,J the Gold Dust Sal oonr;:' "01 d Ike" is pt~oprietor. He 
has the poorest whiskey and quickest jag in town. 

A. K. Sanburn of South Dakota has bought the Riley Myers 
\Pl~ce, which is situated near Beagle. Sam McClendon made the 
deal . 

James Fitzgibbons, Sr., of Foots creek has one of the 
richest mines in Southern Oregon. 

A. E. Kellogg, our popular 1 ivepy man, was visiting rela­
ltives in Phoenix with his wife the early part of the week. 

BOF:f\J. --
DARL I NG--To the wife of H. E. Darling 1n Gold Hi 11 , Satur-

day, January 19, 1901, a ten pound son. 
SUTTON--At Willow Springs, January 23, 1901, to the wife of 

Emmet Sutton, a daughter. 

DIED.--
MURRAY--011 ie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Medford, Oregon, Monday, January 21st, 1901, of 
matism. 

.-
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ingenuity and an abundance of idle equipment: Old stamp mills, jaw crushers and other 

equipment were recycled and often combined with derelict automobiles and trucks. The Lucky 

Bart Mill, for example, replaced the earlier steam engine with a motor from a Chevrolet. 

Similarly, the Calumet Mine employed a derelict Model-T automobile to power an arrastra, 

while the Fleming prospect used "An ingenious home-made compressor driven by a Maxwell 

engine directly connected to a Chevrolet motor block, converted to a compressor. The Fleming 

Mill was described by the Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries as {la small 

Blake crusher and a 10-ton Huntington mill both driven by a Model-T Ford engine." 

Although evidence of Post-WWII prospecting and mineral exploration is commonly seen in the 

field, it is not well documented in literature. Like previous eras, Post-WWII mining activity in the 

Gold Hill area focused on extraction of gold at previously mined areas, but often employed 

heavy equipment to excavate shallow surface deposits, which left an easily-identified footprint 

on the landscape. While there is not solid documentation on the extent of post WWII mining, all 

circumstantial evidence seems to indicate that gold mining by this time was not lucrative. 

Historical Context Summary 

The one constant in mining history is change. Each new era of mining tends to alter or even 
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ingenuity and an abundance of idle equipment: Old stamp mills, jaw c1 

equipment were recycled and often combined with derelict automobi 

Bart Mill, for example, replaced the earlier steam engine with a motor 

Similarly, the Calumet Mine employed a derelict Model-T automobile 

while the Fleming prospect used "An ingenious home-made compress 

engine directly connected to a Chevrolet motor block, converted to a 

Mill was described by the Oregon Department of Geology and Minera 
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heavy equipment to excavate shallow surface deposits, which left an 

on the landscape. While there is not solid documentation on the exte 

circumstantial evidence seems to indicate that gold mining by this tirr 

Historical Context Summary 

The one constant in mining history is change. Each new era of mining 

erase artifacts and cultural landscapes of the previous era. Evidence , 

landscape evolution is generally most pronounced at mines with goo 

historic gold strikes, or, in other words the same sites .that would like 

the National Register of Historic Places. Despite record high gold pric 

written, mining activity in the Gold Hill area is currently characterizec 

and minor exploration to maintain existing claims. Although there is · 

activity, history suggests that the evolution of the mining landscape , 

be complete. 
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during the discovery. By 1887 the Mining & Scientific Press reported that "Lindlay (sic) and Co, 

proprietors of the Lucky Bart have put in a good mill and are crushing ore.1117 In October of 

1892 the Oregonian reported that the Lucky Bart Mine was "working day and night.1118 Other 

mines located in the Satdine Creek include the Grey Eagle and the Hinkle Mines, which were 

equipped with a ten and two-stamp mill respectively. In 1904 the Corporal G mine was 

discovered and produced a reported $14,000 in gold before the discoverer, Joseph McKay sold 

the property, while the Blossom Mine, also known as the Haff Mine, was active in the first 

decade of the 20th Century. Both the Hinkle Mine and the Blossom Mine sent at least some of 

their ore to the Lucky Bart Mill for crushing. 

The town of Gold Hill itself played no role in the early mining development along the Rogue 

River as it was not platted until 1884 by Thomas Chavner who laid out the town of anticipation 

of the Oregon & California Railroad building through the valley. In effect, the new town of Gold 

Hill consolidated several earlier settlements such as Rock Point and Dardenelles. 

Several miles south and east of Sardine Creek and across the Rogue River from the original Gold 

Hill Pocket, gold was discovered by Cox & Lyman in the early 1890s. Cox & Lyman recovered a 

reported sum of $20,000 in gold before their pocket pinched. The Cox & Lyman pocket was 

later consolidated with several other prospects into the Sylvanite Mine. From the 1890s 

through World War II, the Sylvanite Mine experienced several periods of activity, with several 

rich strikes and a reported production in excess of $700,000. The Sylvanite also experienced 

"'' · .. , ) 01'J 
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in hopes of intersecting the source of the gold that had eluded earlier miners when the pockets 

ran out. In 1882 a rotary quartz crusher was installed at the Blackwell Ledge, and in 1887 the 

Swinden Ledge, located in January 1860 by pioneer John Swinden on his donation land grant, 

was sold to the Gold Hill Mining & Milling Company. This same company acquired several other 

properties in the area around Gold Hill, including Knott's Ledge, which was adjacent to the 

ea,rlier Swinden Ledge. The Gold Hill Mining & Milling Co. was financed largely by Dr. Braden of 

Walla Walla, and managed by Charles Cornelius. After this time the operation, including 

Swinden's and Knott's Ledges, were collectively referred to as the Braden Mine or Braden 

Group. According to reports, the Braden Mine was very active in the late 1880s.12 Other mines 

in the area that were productive in the 1880s were the Ross Ledge and the McDonough Mines. 

The increased mining activity compelled the Rogue River Courier to predict that "Gold Hill will 

be the next Denver." 

Relatively little lode mining activity was reported on Gold Hill during the 1890s. This increased 

significantly by the beginning of the 20th Century, when the Oregonian reported that "Gold Hill 

has assumed the aspects of a prosperous mining camp to the degree that it may be said to be 

booming.,,13 One of the principle early mines, The Blackwell Mine, owned by the Blackwell Hills 

Mining Co., had sunk a new shaft and a, 200' tunnel by 1900.14 Eastern capitalists such a Frank 

Ray began purchasing numerous prospects around Gold Hill, including the Blackwell and Braden 

Mines. By 1903 Frank Ray and his brother, Dr. Charles Ray of New York owned "half of the 
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The rush to Gold Hill did not last long. By August of 1860, the Sacramento Daily Union reported 

that the owners of the Gold Hill Pocket had suspended operations at the mine, and there is 

little evidence to suggest that other mining operations on Blackwell of Gold Hills lasted much 

longer. The event was accurately described by Walling in A History of Oregon as a "spasmodic 

outburst which suddenly began and as suddenly ceased." In 1868, a well-known miner from 

Jacksonville, Sam Bowden and an unnamed reporter from the Oregon Sentinel visited the site of 

the Gold Hill Pocket. They found "no evidence of any work in last seven or eight years, tunnels 

collapsed, those that we could enter looked frightful as the timbering seemed ready to cave in." 

Because of the "Gold Hill Pocket" and numerous other gold discoveries in Jackson and 

Josephine counties displayed similar tendencies of being shallow deposits· that were quickly 

depleted of gold, southwestern Oregon earned the reputation in the mining world as "pocket 

country." While 361 mining claims were filed for the Gold Hill area from October 8, 1856 to 

June 30, 1880, few of these appear to have developed into profitable hard rock mines with 

lasting production.11 

While early mining efforts in the Gold Hill focused on extracting gold, several other minerals 

and materials of interest were located around Gold Hill, notably iron, mica, limestone and 

asbestos. The earliest mention of non-auriferous minerals was an iron deposit located two 

miles north of the town of Gold Hill. The date of initial discovery of this mineral deposit is not 

known, but it appears that it was known at an early date. A prospector who had been a scout of 
•• I ·• • .. .. 1 - ... ' ' - · -- .... ,_ - -- -.a. -!.I- - .C.a..L..- n--·· - n: . . __ ,, 
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Other accounts confirm that word spread rapidly. According to the January 21st, 1860 Oregon 

Sentinel, on January, the 13th; 

"Jacksonville was at once thrown into a high state of excitement ... by dawn, even 

before, on Saturday men in wagons, buggies, horseback and on foot were on 

their way to search out and locate claims. The excitement continued through the 

day among the few who remained in town to attend legitimate business 

occupations, and those who would not walk out-for there was not a conveyance 

of any sort, nor an animal left in town."8 

By March 21st, 1860, the Daily Alto California reported that the Gold Hill Pocket was equipped 

with "two arrastras, both new, working at a great disadvantage, but yet to grind out almost 

1200 huge ounces per week." Another, much later source, suggests that the success of the Gold 

Hill Pocket encouraged the owners to order a modern stamp mill from San Francisco, it was 

reported that shipping costs alone for the stamp mill and boilers by wagon from the coast via 

Scottsburg cost $2,600. By the end of July the stamp mill was operating along the Rogue River 

near Dardenelles. Operation of Oregon's first stamp mill lasted very briefly. By the time the mill 

was delivered much of the rich ore from the pocket had been mined, and accounts suggest that 

the stamp mill was unable to successfully recover gold from the remaining ore as effectively as 

the arrastra.9 

..... • ., . · . .. . .. 1 .... _1_ - ·- .,,,.._1_1 ••~•• ~-- •---·--- --· - - ..I r--L-··--·· --' 1nr:n -· · -.-.-.-... · - "-· · ..... .,...~ 1,...,,1,..,..,,..,, 
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examined the rock and informed me that there was gold in it...l told him on his 

first visit the next time he came I would take him to the place where I picked up 

the quartz ... lsh returned with an emigrant whose name I do not now 

recall...when I reached the point where I had become unhorsed, looking down I 

saw a rock similar to the one I had found before and picked it up. This specimen 

proved to be half gold. lsh was so much excited over my find that he grabbed it 

out of my hand for inspection. While lsh was absorbed doubtless figuring out 

how many drinks it would be good for, I noticed that the ground alt around me 

was covered in quartz, richly set with gold ... This quartz find led me up the 

mountainside, which I could follow by the specimens which strewed the ground, 

for 200 yards. This hill is now, and has since that time, been known as Gold 

Hill...Being a young man, full of vigor, I led and the emigrant and lsh followed, 

until I reached a point where I could find no more quartz specimens on the 

ground ... ! came to a place where the ground was slightly raised in what seemed 

to be a rock formation of a steel gray color, covered with a mossy growth .. .lt 

shaled off easily and seemed to be literally saturated with gold ... the three of us 

went into ecstasy, the rock was so (unreadable) with a stringy leaf-like gold as to 

hold it together. We were monarchs of the earth!"7 

That day, apparently January 13th, 1860, lsh and Hayes travelled to Jacksonville to record their 

5! io/2012 



Page 12 of26 

The first permanent Euro American settlements along the Rogue River began with small farms 

located on donation land claims by pioneering families like the Birdseye and Jewett. By 1852, 

when Colonel T'Vault and his family took up a donation land claim on the south side of the 

Rogue River, migration to the area had been spurred by the discovery of placer gold in 

numerous locations across Southwestern Oregon. One such mining camp, with an estimated 

population of 200 miners was known as "Big Bar," which was located a short distance from 

T'Vault's place, which became the small settlement of Dardenelles.4 

In addition to the Rogue River, miners prospected and discovered gold in several of the 

tributaries of the Rogue River. By 1853, A. J. Kane, a prospector living near Dardanelles, 

discovered gold in the Sardine Creek Basin.5 According to Mr. Kane, within a few days a large 

number of prospectors were working in Sardine Creek. 

In 1853-54 Ft. Lane was constructed several miles to the Southeast of Dardenelles. This fort was 

manned by regular troops in an effort to control Native Americans who were moved onto the 

Table Rock Reservation following the Rogue River War. The Table Rock Reservation included 

lands north and east of the Rogue River from Ft. Lane, and between Evans Creek to Upper Table 

Rock.6 This short-lived reservation only lasted until 1856, when those who remained on the 

Table Rock Reservation were removed to the Grande Ronde Reservation in eastern Oregon. 

Of the historic events that occurred within the Gold Hill area, perhaps the most iconic and 

pertinent to this report was Oregon's first hardrock gold rush that occurred on the slopes of 

&:. / 10 /')(11') 



Figure 8. 1855 General Land Office Plat map of T36S R3W. This map was surveyed a few years after the 

placer gold discoveries in 1851-1852, but before the hardrock gold discovery (1860) and ensuing gold 
rush to Gold Hill. In this map Gold Hill is the unnamed hill in section 14, while the community of Gold Hill 
would be founded in the mid-1880s on the north bank of the Rogue River across from Dr. Ambrose 

T'Vault's place, which was also known as Dardenelles. Note that several maps of this era refer to the 
Rogue River as the "Gold River," and that all lands north of the river were part of the Table Rock Indian 

Reservation from 1853-1856. 

3 Herbert Howe Bancroft, a History of Oregon Vol. II, (San Francisco, 1888), 742. This early 

source documents that Native Americans had provided early settlers samples of unusual minerals, in this 

case a cinnabar sample. 
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Klamath Mountains physiographic province and the geologic quadrangle is thus characterized 

by north/northeast trending belts of sedimentary, volcanic, metamorphic and intrusive rocks 

ranging in age from Triassic-Jurassic thru late Jurassic or early Cretaceous. Thick deposits of 

residuum and colluvium overlay all of this material. 

In terms of the relationship between geology and cultural geography, gold has historically been 

the most sought after and influential mineral in the Gold Hill Area. Discovery of placer gold in 

Southwestern Oregon in 1851 was the catalyst for several early settlements that are still 

evident today, most notably Jacksonville. Early gold mining in Oregon focused on alluvial, placer 

deposits found along the Rogue River and many of its tributaries, including areas within this 

survey such as Bear Creek, Water Gulch, and Sardine Creek. These gold deposits were extracted 

using placer mining technology, such as panning, sluicing or hydraulic mining, all of which used 

water to separate the heavier gold particles form the lighter gravels. By January of 1860, 

"hardrock11 or lode mining was introduced into southwestern Oregon after gold bearing quartz 

was discovered on a hill behind Ft. Lane that has been known since as Gold Hill. While placer 

mining has historically been far more productive than hardrock mining in Southwestern 

Oregon, the focus of this report is hard rock mining due to the potential hazards associated with 

abandoned hardrock mines. 

Cultural Resources Overview 
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The historic name(s) and history of the lode mining activity at the site recorded as the CONDOR GROUP 

are not conclusively known. The site is located 1300 feet directly downhill, almost due east of the site of 
the original Gold Hill Pocket which was the catalyst for Oregon1s first lode gold rush in January of 1860. 

While it seems likely that the site recorded as the Condor Group was discovered, claimed and likely 

. worked simultaneously with the Gold Hill Pocket during the local gold rush of 1860, there is no 
documentation on the history specific to this site prior to 1904, when a map of the mining district shows 

the entire hillside below the Gold Hill Pocket as being claimed by the Condor Water & Power Co. The 
Condor power and Water Co was one of many companies operated by Frank and Charles Ray that 

included extensive holdings in mining and real estate around Medford and Gold Hill. According to a 

recent mining claim posted on a tree near the datum, at least a portion of the site is part of a current 

mining claim called the Mabelle. Other than the mining claim, there were no signs of recent mining 
activity on the site. 
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Figure 9. LIDAR Imagery of the Gold Hill Pocket illustrating the dynamic nature of the mining landscape. 
In particular, use of heavy equipment following WWII has altered the historic fabric on the original 1860 
Gold Hill Pocket, which Is located on a patented claim. The original "pocket" of gold bearing ore was 
described 20 feet long, 18 feet deep and 18 Inches wide. In an effort to relocate the "lost'' source of the 
gold, later miners have driven hundreds, if not thousands of feet of tunnel underneath the pocket and 
excavated several acres of land with heavy equipment. To a lesser degree, this same pattern is repeated 
on many of Southwestern Oregon's historic mines, particularly those with documented production. 
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ingenuity and an abundance of idle equipment: Old stamp mills, jaw crushers and other 

( equipment were recycled and often combined with derelict automobiles and trucks. The Lucky 

Bart Mill, for example, replaced the earlier steam engine with a motor from a Chevrolet. 

Similarly, the Calumet Mine employed a derelict Model-T automobile to power an arrastra, 

while the Fleming prospect used "An ingenious home-made compressor driven by a Maxwell 

engine directly connected to a Chevrolet motor block, converted to a compressor. The Fleming 

Mill was described by the Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries as "a small 

Blake crusher and a 10-ton Huntington mill both driven by a Model-T Ford engine." 

Although evidence of Post-WWII prospecting and mineral exploration is commonly seen in the 

field, It is not well documented in literature. Like previous eras, Post-WWII mining activity in the 

Gold Hill area focused on extraction of gold at previously mined areas, but often employed 

heavy equipment to excavate shallow surface deposits, which left an easily-identified footprint 

on the landscape. While there is not solid documentation on the extent of post WWII mining, all 

circumstantial evidence seems to indicate that gold mining by this time was not lucrative. 

Historical Context Summary 

The one constant in mining history is change. Each new era of mining tends to alter or even 

. ctrHt attif~1~:. and cultural landscapes of the previous era. Evidence would suggest that this 

landscape evolution is generally most pronounced at mines with good documentation of 

historic gold strikes, or, in other words the same sites .that would likely be eligible for listing in 

.... .. · the National Register of Historic Places. Despite record high gold prices as this report is being 

· ~~~ .written, mlni~~ .. a<:tivlty in the Gold Hill area is currently characterized as small scale prospecting 

.. ~. and minor'expfor.~tkm. ~W'M~ftmm, existing claims. Although there is little current mining 

--abctlvlty, .. htstory.s-uggests th~~ !h~ evolutlQn of the mining landscape around Gold Hill may not 
... e complet e. 
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during the discovery. By 1887 the Mining & Scientific Press reported that "Lindlay (sic) and Co, 

proprietors of the Lucky Bart have put in a good mill and are crushing ore."17 In October of 

1892 the Oregonian reported that the Lucky Bart Mine was "working day and night."18 Other 

mines located in the Sardine Creek include the Grey Eagle and the Hinkle Mines, which were 

equipped with a ten and two-stamp mill respectively. In 1904 the Corporal G mine was 

discovered and produced a reported $14,000 in gold before the discoverer, Joseph McKay sold 

the property, while the Blossom Mine, also known as the Haff Mine, was active in the first 

decade of the 20th Century. Both the Hinkle Mine and the Blossom Mine sent at least some of 

their ore to the Lucky Bart Mill for crushing. 

The town of Gold Hill itself played no role in the early mining development along the Rogue 

River as it was not platted until 1884 by Thomas Chavner who laid out the town of anticipation 

of the Oregon & California Railroad building through the valley. In effect, the new town of Gold 

Hill consolidated several earlier settlements such as Rock Point and Dardenelles. 

Several miles south and east of Sardine Creek and across the Rogue River from the original Gold 

Hill Pocket, gold was discovered by Cox & Lyman in the early 1890s. Cox & Lyman recovered a 

reported sum of $20,000 in gold before their pocket pinched. The Cox & Lyman pocket was 

later consolidated with several other prospects into the Sylvanite Mine. From the 1890s 

through World War II, the Sylvanite Mine experienced several periods of activity, with several 

rich strikes and a reported production in excess of $700,000. The Sylvanite also experienced 

several busts. In 1911 the Sylvanite Mining Company folded, leaving a trail of debt and litigation 

that creditors fought over for several years. The Oregon-Pittsburg Mining Company reorganized 

the Sylvanite Mine In 1921, despite several reports of rich strikes, this company quietly 

disappeared. In 1928 the mine was reopened, followed by several reports of rich strikes 

including a small chute that reportedly produced $50,000. By February of 1930, the Sylvanite 

Mine employed three shifts of 12 miners, which was reduced to a single shift of four miners by 

October. The Sylvanite Mine, located mostly on patented land, remained active through the 

1930s, but again fell into litigation amid accusations of fraud in the late 1930s. 

During the Great Depression, .gold mining revived, particularly following an increase in the fixed 

price of gold In 1934 from $20.67 an ounce to around $35.00. Depression Era operations were 

generally small operations that did not have the luxury of outside investment money the earlier 

generation had.19 What Depression Era miners lacked In capital, they compensated with 

17 Mining &Scientific Press December 3, 1887. 

18 Oregonian, October 12, 1892. 

19 Duane Ericson, "Hard rock Mining Structures in Southwest Oregon." Thesis, (University of. 
Oregon, 2011) 
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The historic name(s) and history of the lode mining activity at the site recorded as the CONDOR GROUP 

are not conclusively known. The site is located 1300 feet directly downhill, almost due east of the site of 

the original Gold Hill Pocket which was the catalyst for Oregon's first lode gold rush in January of 1860. 

While it seems ~likely that the site recorded as the Condor Group was discovered, claimed and likely 

worked simultaneously with the Gold Hill Pocket during the local gold rush of 1860, there is no 

documentation on the history specific to this site prior to 1904, when a map of the mining district shows 

the entire hillside below the Gold Hill Pocket as being claimed by the Condor Water & Power Co. The 

Condor power and Water Co was one of many companies operated by Frank and Charles Ray that 

included extensive holdings in mining and real estate around Medford and Gold Hill. According to a 

recent mining claim posted on a tree near the datum, at least a portion of the site is part of a current 

mining claim called the Mabelle. Other than the mining claim, there were no signs of recent mining 

activity on the site. 



Klamath Mountains physiographic province and the geologic quadrangle is thus characterized 

by north/northeast trending belts of sedimentary, volcanic, metamorphic and intrusive rocks 

ranging in age from Triassic-Jurassic thru late Jurassic or early Cretaceous. Thick deposits of 

residuum and colluvium overlay all of this material. 

In terms of the relationship between geology and cultural geography, gold has historically been 

the most sought after and influential mineral in the Gold Hill Area. Discovery of placer gold in 

Southwestern Oregon in 1851 was the catalyst for several early settlements that are still 

evident today, most notably Jacksonville. Early gold mining in Oregon focused on alluvia!, placer 

deposits found along the Rogue River and many of its tributaries, including areas within this 

survey such as Bear Creek, Water Gulch, and Sardine Creek. These gold deposits were extracted 

using placer mining technology, such as panning, sluicing or hydraulic mining, all of which used 

water to separate the heavier gold particles form the lighter gravels. By January of 1860, 

"hardrock" or lode mining was introduced into southwestern Oregon after gold bearing quartz 

was discovered on a hill behind Ft. Lane that has been known since as Gold Hill. While placer 

mining has historically been far more productive than hardrock mining in Southwestern 

Oregon, the focus of this report is hard rock mining due to the potential hazards associated with 

abandoned hardrock mines. 

Cultural Resources Overview 

Historical Context of Mining Activity in the Gold Hill Area 

The landscape around what is now the community of Gold Hill has a long history of human 

occupation. Native American settlement along the Rogue River were summarized by Luther 

Cressman in his Final Report of the Gold Hill Site that the area that would later become the 

community of Gold Hill had "continuous occupation over a long time by a fairly large number of 

people. 111 Sin,ilarly, E. A. Schwartz in The Rogue River Indian Wars described the pre-contact 

culture as a "multilingual complex of interlocking cultures" that lived in scattered villages along 

the Rogue River and other permanent water courses with populations ranging from 30 to 150 

people.2 Early explorer Peter Ogden reported seeing one of these settlements on the north 

bank of the Rogue River in the general vicinity of the present community of Gold Hill when he 

passed through in 1827. While it is dear that Native American groups in the area were aware of 

1 
Luther Cressman, Contributions to the archaeology of Oregon: Final Report on the Gold Hill 

Burial Site (University of Oregon, Eugene 1933), 1-33. 

2 
E. A. Schwartz, The Rogue River Indian War and its aftermath, 1850-1980 (University of 

Oklahoma Press, Oklahoma City, 1997), 8-11. · 
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some of the mineralization in Southwestern Oregon, there is no documentation of mineral 

extraction by Native American groups in the Gold Hill area.3 
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Figure 8. 1855 General Land Office Plat map ofT36S R3W. This map was surveyed a few years after the 
placer gold discoveries in 1851-1852, but before the hardrock gold discovery {1860) and ensuing gold 
rush to Gold Hill. In this map Gold Hill is the unnamed hill in section 14, while the community of Gold Hill 
would be founded in the mid-1880s on the north bank of the Rogue River across from Dr. Ambrose 
T'Vault's place, which was also known as Dardenelles. Note that several maps of this era refer to the 
Rogue River as the "Gold River/' and that all lands north of the river were part of the Table Rock Indian 
Reservation from 1853-1856. 

3 Herbert Howe Bancroft, a History of Oregon Vol. II, (San Francisco, 1888L 742. This early 
source documents that Native Americans had provided early settlers samples of unusual minerals, in this 
case a cinnabar sample. 
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some of the mineralization in Southwestern Oregon, there is no documentation of mineral 
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Figure 8. 1855 General Land Office Plat map of T36S R3W. This map was surveyed a few years after the 
placer gold discoveries in 1851-1852, but before the hardrock gold discovery (1860) and ensuing gold 
rush to Gold Hill. In this map Gold Hill is the unnamed hill in section 14, while the community of Gold Hill 
would be founded in the mid-1880s on the north bank of the Rogue River across from Dr. Ambrose 
T'Vault's place, which was also known as Dardenelles. Note that several maps of this era refer to the 
Rogue River as the "Gold River," and that all lands north of the river were part of the Table Rock Indian 
Reservation from 1853-1856. 

3 Herbert Howe Bancroft, a History of Oregon Vol. II, (San Francisco, 1888), 742. This early 
source documents that Native Americans had provided early settlers samples of unusual minerals, in this 
case a cinnabar sample. 
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The first permanent Euro American settlements along the Rogue River began with small farms 

located on donation land claims by pioneering families like the Birdseye and Jewett. By 1852, 

when Colon et T'Vault and his family took up a donation land claim on the south side of the 

Rogue River, migration to the area had been spurred by the discovery of placer gold in 

numerous locations across Southwestern Oregon. One such mining camp, with an estimated 

population of 200 miners was known as "Big Bar," which was located a short distance from 

T'Vault's place, which became the small settlement of Dardenelles.4 

In addition to the Rogue River, miners prospected and discovered gold in several of the 

tributaries of the Rogue River. By 1853, A. J. Kane, a prospector living near Dardanelles, 

discovered gold in the Sardine Creek Basin.5 According to Mr. Kane, within a few days a large 

number of prospectors were working in Sardine Creek. 

In 1853-54 Ft. Lane was constructed several miles to the Southeast of Dardenelles. This fort was 

manned by regular troops in an effort to control Native Americans who were moved onto the 

Table Rock Reservation following the Rogue River War. The Table Rock Reservation included 

lands north and east of the Rogue River from Ft. Lane, and between Evans Creek to Upper Table 

Rock.6 This short-lived reservation only lasted until 1856, when those who remained on the 

Table Rock Reservation were removed to the Grande Ronde Reservation in eastern Oreg:on. 
572012012 

Of the historic events that occurred within the Gold Hill area, perhaps the most iconic and 

pertinent to this report was Oregon's first hardrock gold rush that occurred on the slopes of 

Gold Hill in January of 1860. While many sources conflict over details of the discovery of the 

((Gold Hill Pocket," most agree that the Gold Hill Pocket was discovered by a young man 

employed at the ranch of Thomas Chavner named Jimmy Hayes. In April of 1859 Jimmy Hayes 

and a traveler passing through named Wilson went to retrieve a mule belonging to Wilson that 

had wandered off during the night. While searching for the mule, Hayes saddle cinch became 

loose, and to the amusement of Wilson, Hayes was thrown from his mount. While adjusting the 

saddle Hayes, in his own words; 

"I discovered something shinning on the ground; and stooping down, picked up a 

small piece of brownish rock, which proved to be quartz. This I showed to 

Wilson, and he said "there is no gold in that," but I was far from being satisfied 

with his reply, and I put the quartz in my pocket for further examination." "A few 

days after the incident an old man by the name lsh came to my cabin to stay 

overnight. I showed him the rock I found while in the company of Wilson. He 

4 A.G. Walling, History of Southern Oregon (Portland Or: 1884), 380. 

5 Ibid, 

6 Oregon Historical Quarterly Volume 22, The Rogue River Valley, (Portland, 1921} 1~11. 
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examined the rock and informed me that there was gold in it ... l told him on his 

first visit the next time he came I would take him to the place where I picked up 

the quartz ... lsh returned with an emigrant whose name I do not now 

recall...when I reached the point where I had become unhorsed, looking down I 

saw a rock similar to the one I had found before and picked it up. This specimen 

proved to be half gold. lsh was so much excited over my find that he grabbed it 

out of my hand for inspection. While lsh was absorbed doubtless figuring out 

how many drinks it would be good for, I noticed that the ground all around me 

was covered in quartz, richly set with gold ... This quartz find led me up the 

mountainside, which I could follow by the specimens which strewed the ground, 

for 200 yards. This hill is now, and has since that time, been known as Gold 

Hill...Being a young man, full of vigor, t led and the emigrant and lsh followed, 

until I reached a point where I could find no more quartz specimens on the 

ground ... ! came to a place where the ground was slightly raised in what seemed 

to be a rock formation of a steel gray color, covered with a mossy growth ... lt 

shaled off easily and seemed to be literally saturated with gold ... the three of us 

went into ecstasy, the rock was so (unreadable) with a stringy leaf-like gold as to 

hold it together. We were monarchs of the earth !"7 

That day, apparently January 13th, 1860, lsh and Hayes travelled to Jacksonville to record their 

claim. According to James Hayes, on arrival in Jacksonville, George lsh 

udid get on a drunk in Jacksonville and could not return that night. In the 

meantime Hayes returned to Gold Hill to "find his emigrant friend where he had 

left him. I took a grub stake from my cabin, on my return to the emigrant, there 

we tented. By daylight the following morning there were at least 150 men on the 

ground, showing conclusively what a great advertising medium bad whiskey is, 

lsh having given the whole thing away ... The emigrant and I lay there several 

nights on the mountain, spreading our blankets over the rich quartz we had 

gathered, and sleeping on the same as if on downy feathers. The miners would 

steal our quartz from under our heads, and work all manner of schemes on us to 

get hold of the quartz, and that would be the last of it. lsh, supposing he owned 

the earth, went to Jacksonville to celebrate, and got on a big spree .. .! have been 

averse to co-partnerships ever since." 

7 Oregonian, "Discoverer of Gold Hill," January 7, 1901. This information was taken from an 
interview with James "Jimmy" Hayes taken forty years after his discovery of the Gold Hill Pocket, and 
compares favorably to the established facts of the discovery, more so than many secondary sources. 
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Other accounts confirm that word spread rapidly. According to the January 215
\ 1860 Oregon 

Sentinel, on January, the 13th; 

"Jacksonville was at once thrown into a high state of excitement ... by dawn, even 

before, on Saturday men in wagons, buggies, horseback and on foot were on 

their way to search out and locate claims. The excitement continued through the 

day among the few who remained in town to attend legitimate business 

occupations, and those who would not walk out-for there was not a conveyance 

of any sort, nor an animal left in town."8 

By March 215
\ 1860, the Daily Alta California reported that the Gold Hill Pocket was equipped 

with "two arrastras, both new, working at a great disadvantage, but yet to grind out almost 

1200 huge ounces per week.1' Another, much later source, suggests that the success of the Gold 

Hill Pocket encouraged the owners to order a modern stamp mill from San Francisco, it was 

reported that shipping costs alone for the stamp mill and boilers by wagon from the coast via 

Scottsburg cost $2,600. By the end of July the stamp mill was operating along the Rogue River 

near Dardenelles. Operation of Oregon's first stamp mill lasted very briefly. By the time the mill 

was delivered much of the rich ore from the pocket had been mined, and accounts suggest that 

the stamp mill was unable to successfully recover gold from the remaining ore as effectively as 

the arrastra.9 

During the initial rush on Gold Hill in January and February of 1860, numerous "quartz ledges 11 

were located around Gold Hill, as well as nearby locations along l<ane Creek and Willow Springs. 

Some of the more notable of the ledges located in early 1860 were the Swinden, Shump and 

Blackwell Ledges. Some of the ledges were evidently large enough that they were located by 

several claimants, for example the Blackwell Ledge was mined both by "Farren's Company, and 

"Moran's Company." These early "companies" were simply a partnership of men who shared 

the labor, expenses and profits of their mine. Moran's Company, for example, was described as 

"six able bodied men." Neither the Blackwell, which produced an estimated $10,000 In gold, 

nor the other prospects in the immediate area, rivaled the estimated $150,000-$450,000 in 

gold produced by the Emigrant Ledge. 10 

8 Sentinel, January 21st, 1860. 

9 Daily Alta California, "Quartz mines of Southern Oregon," July 26, 1860. 

10 A.G. Waifing, History of Southern Oregon (Portland Or: 1884), 329. In this report, little 
emphasis is made upon reported gold production as research has shown the numbers to be inconsistent 
and suspect depending upon source. In general, the older reports of production seem more credible 
than later, secondary sources. 
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in hopes of intersecting the source of the gold that had eluded earlier miners when the pockets 

ran out. In 1882 a rotary quartz crusher was installed at the Blackwell Ledge, and in 1887 the 

Swinden Ledge, located in January 1860 by pioneer John Swinden on his donation land grant, 

was sold to the Gold Hill Mining & Milling Company. This same company acquired several other 

properties in the area around Gold Hill, including Knott's Ledge, which was adjacent to the 

earlier Swinden Ledge. The Gold Hill Mining & Milling Co. was financed largely by Dr. Braden of 

Walla Walla, and managed by Charles Cornelius. After this time the operation, including 

Swinden's and Knott's Ledges, were collectively referred to as the Braden Mine or Braden 

Group. According to reports, the Braden Mine was very active in the late 1880s.12 Other mines 

in the area that were productive in the 1880s were the Ross Ledge and the McDonough Mines. 

The increased mining activity compelled the Rogue River Courier to predict that "Gold Hill will 

be the next Denver." 

Relatively little lode mining activity was reported on Gold Hill during the 1890s. This increased 

significantly by the beginning of the 20th Century, when the Oregonian reported that "Gold Hill 

has assumed the aspects of a prosperous mining camp to the degree that it may be said to be 

booming."13 One of the principle early mines, The Blackwell Mine, owned by the Blackwell Hills 

Mining Co., had sunk a new shaft and a 200' tunnel by 1900.14 Eastern capitalists such a Frank 

Ray began purchasing numerous prospects around Gold Hill, including the Blackwell and Braden 

Mines. By 1903 Frank Ray and his brother, Dr. Charles Ray of New York owned "half of the 

mining territory just around town.''15 The same year the Oregonian reported that there were 

"46 quartz mines within six miles of town."16 

With the exception of the Garfield Iron Mine, little early hardrock mining activity is known to 

have occurred on the north/east side of the Rogue River in the 1860s and 1870s. In the late 

1880s, several hardrock gold discoveries were located on Sardine Creek. The most significant of 

these strikes was the Lucky Bart Mine, which was named in reference to a silent partner, Bart 

Signoretti, who received an equal portion of the profit from the mine despite not being present 

12 
Oregonian> January 17, 1888. This mill seems to be the same one referred to as "Brown's 

Mill/' and may have been previously used at the Enterprise /Cohen Ledge, although not the first, c.1864 
mill installed at Cohen's Ledge. 

13 Oregonian, February 15, 1901. 

14 Oregonian, November 9, 1900. 

15 Oregonian, March 27, 1903. 

16 Oregonian, March 27, 1903. 
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The rush to Gold Hill did not last long. By August of 1860, the Sacramento Daily Union reported 

that the owners of the Gold Hill Pocket had suspended operations at the mine, and there is 

little evidence to suggest that other mining operations on Blackwell of Gold Hills lasted much 

longer. The event was accurately described by Walling in A History of Oregon as a "spasmodic 

outburst which suddenly began and as suddenly ceased." In 1868, a well-known miner from 

Jacksonville, Sam Bowden and an unnamed reporter from the Oregon Sentinel visited the site of 

the Gold Hill Pocket. They found "no evidence of any work in last seven or eight years, tunnels 

collapsed, those that we could enter looked frightful as the timbering seemed ready to cave in." 

Because of the "Gold Hill Pocket" and numerous other gold discoveries in Jackson and 

Josephine counties displayed similar tendencies of being shallow deposits that were quickly 

depleted of gold, southwestern Oregon earned the reputation in the mining world as "pocket 

country." While 361 mining claims were filed for the Gold Hill area from October 8, 1856 to 

June 30, 1880, few of these appear to have developed into profitable hard rock mines with 

lasting production.11 

While early mining efforts in the Gold Hill focused on extracting gold, several other minerals 

and materials of interest were located around Gold Hill, notably iron, mica, limestone and 

asbestos. The earliest mention of non-auriferous minerals was an iron deposit located two 

miles north of the town of Gold Hill. The date of initial disco~ery of this mineral deposit is not 

known, but it appears that It was known at an early date. A prospector who had been a scout of 

Kit Carson, located an iron ore deposit described only as "on the east side of the Rogue River." 

As the only identified iron deposit in the region, it appears likely that this is the same iron 

deposit later located and patented by N. Thielsen as the Garfield Iron Mine. According to the 

May 15, 1920 Mining & Scientific Press; "During the early '80s two Iron-experts, Burgess and 

Pomeroy, acquired the property, did some development, and made shipments, but on account 

of the low price of ore and the high transportation charges they abandoned the project." In 

1890 the Garfield Iron & Lime Co was Incorporated and acquired the property. It does not 

appear that The Garfield Iron & Lime, a Portland concern headed by Thielsen, Pomeroy and 

Prescott, did much to develop the property. During the 20th Century, several attempts were 

made to develop this iron ore deposit, but there is no indication that it shipped ore other than 

for assay purposes. 

The 1880s saw a minor revival of mining Interest in the area surrounding the original Gold Hill. 

The Mining and Scientific Press mentioned that considerable prospecting was being done on 

Gold Hill Itself. Descriptions of activities seem to indicate that several of these attempts to 

reopen older mines focused on driving shafts and tunnels below the earlier pocket discoveries 

11 A. G. Walling, History of Southern Oregon (Portland Or: 1884), 326-329. 
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Re: Lucky Bart photo 

Frnm: "Ericson, Duane" <dericson@blm.gov> 
To: "Janet" <jjssss2@charter.net> 
Date: 09/23/2013 01:43:31 EDT 
Suhject : Re: Lucky Bart photo 
AU:ad1ment ::;: ·'.:.: Lucky_Bc1rl,12,cl f (,685Kl:.l ), · -LuckyBa :-rn. pdf('-~ Oll~), 
,· ~-_Lucky Bc11t enciorsen1g_1t .do~L(J'J!(i;_U 

Janet: I'm glad that I am able to be of assistance and have enclosed an 
endorsement for the Lucky Bart Mill and hope for the best. I would also 
enjoy seeing Ted's notes or even have the chance to interview him as it was 
loud at the museum and it was difficult for both of us the hear. Much of 
the best information we have about old mining sites is handed down through 
older folks who were there, unfortunately time is catching up with them ... 

Having said that, I am certain that the Lucky Bart Mine and the Gray Eagle 
were separate operations.It is possible that they were operated by the same 
people at one point, which may be what Ted remembers. The 1904 map you are 
referring to has several errors including the Gold Hill Pocket ("1857") as 
well as the placement of the Grey Eagle mine in relation to the Lucky Bart: 
The Grey Eagle should be 2000' south of the Lucky Bart It is very common 
to find conflicting information on historic mining sites. I have reliable 
documentation showing both their respective locations. 

The Grey Eagle did briefly have a stamp mill, and it is the one in the 
photo you refer to. I have a very grainy copy and if you do scan it, I 
would appreciate getting a better copy to help make out details. Somewhere 
I have other photographs of the operation showing a bunkhouse and tramway 
at the Grey Eagle. Evidence would suggest that the Grey Eagle Mine had 
everything needed to become a bonanza ... except ore ... 

Like most mills in our area, The Grey Eagle mill operated very briefly. 
After sitting idle for several years, the equipment was moved to the 
Sylvanite mine in 1918. 

The Lucky Bart mill was also a two-story building, at least on the downhill 
side. Im tied up the next few weeks but will dig deeper in my files and see 
if i can find a little more on the Lucky bart structure .. 
Regards, Duane Ericson 

On Thu, ·sep 19, 2013 at 10:54 PM, Janet <jjs%s?@_cjJJrt,~LlLt ~> wrote: 

Duane, in Ted Wharton's mind it appears he has put the Grey Eagle Mine and 
the Lucky Bart Mine as .one and the same, though a 1904 map of mines shows 
the Grey Eagle north of the Lucky Bart. The photograph he referred to as 
the Lucky Bart stamp mill building shown with two men stoking the boiler, 
is listed as the Grey Eagle Mine building in 1910. I have a poorly printed 
copy here at home, but it does show the negative number, from which I can 
find the accession # at the museum tomorrow, and pull and scan to email to 
you . This photo shows a two-story+ terraced building built directly in 
front of an adit on the side of a fairly steep hillsideJabove the Oregon 
Vortex current site?]. It was a fairly large mine buil<1iog. Did the Grey 
Eagle have a stamp mill? The single story building in your photos, and our 
photos of the uncovered stamp mill standing in it's forest ·sltc;}_ appear to 
be on a more level location. ·, ...... 

There is some info in one of Ted's old handwritten spiral notebo~t 

1- ,J __ . // ___ 1_ _ __ J _1_ ,, . - ,n, ...... rn t ""'lr'1 ·1n/l"\ A 
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Jackson County Gold - Oregon Gold 

Submitted and written by Kathy Barlow 

'There's gold in them thar hills.' 

Page 10 of21 

It was January of 1852, two mule packers, John R. Poole and James Cluggage owners of' Jackass Freight' were 
hauling supplies from the Willamette Valley in the Oregon territory to Sacramento, California. 

They decided to setup camp for the night along a foothill. Needing water for their animals they found a 
promising spot and started digging a hole. While digging they noticed color in the hole. Sorting out the debris 
they realized they had just struck gold. John R. Poole and James Cluggage had accidentally stumbled onto the 
largest gold strike in Oregon's history. 

Gold Miners in Southern Oregon late 1800s. 
Courtesty of Grants Pass Courier. 

They immediately filed claim on the land located on Daisy Creek and named it 'Rich Gulch'. They also filed 
claims along Jackson Creek, where large amounts of course placer gold (free gold mixed with stream gravel) 
was found. Once the news got out, over one thousand men from all over the country pulled up stakes, left loved 
ones behind and moved to Southern Oregon for a chance to strike it rich. 

James Cluggage filed a donation land claim on 160 acres and John R. Poole filed claim on 306 acres. With a 
section of their land the partners then went about setting up a town site, giving it the name 'Table Rock City.' 
Poole and Cluggage became wealthy leaders in their community. Table Rock City later changed its name to 
Jacksonville. 

Soon Jacksonville became the largest town north of San Francisco, California. During the late 1800s C.C. 
Beekman's Bank in Jacksonville was the only bank in America known to charge its clients for banking with 
them and not paying interest on accounts. The Beekman Bank scales weighed in over ten million dollars worth 
of gold. 

Over one hundred and fifty years later, Southern Oregon continues to be a summer gathering point for gold 
panning enthusiasts. The Medford District Bureau of Land Management has four areas that are open to 
recreational gold mining for the public: Little Applegate, Tunnel Ridge, Gold Nugget and HeJlgate Recreation 
Area. 

Tags: Jackson Creek, Jacksonville, James Cluggage, John R Poole, rich gulch, Table Rock City 

Gold In Jackson County 

Feb.10, 2010 inApplcgate River, Humbug Creek, Jackson County Gold, Oregon Gold, Southern Oregon 
GoldLcave a Comment 
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Jackson County Gold - Oregon Gold 

Early Jackson County 

Extract from -

"Mines & Mining in the States and Territories West of the Rockies" 
U.S. Commision of mining statistics, 1870 

CHAPTER XXIX. 
JACKSON COUNTY. 

Page 11 of 21 

I am indebted for much valuable infonnation concerning this county to Mr. Silas J. Day, ofJacksonvilJe, whose 
character and long acquaintance with the neighborhood give ground for confidence in the correctness of his 
statements, many of which are also confirmed by my personal observation. 

The population of the county is about six thousand six hundred, of whom six hundred are Chinese, principally 
engaged in mining. The number of white miners, according to the books of the county assessor, is five hundred. 
The latter receive, when hired, from $2.50 to $3 coin per day. The wages of a Chinese laborer are $1.25 to $1.50 
per day, or $35 per month. 

The following is a brief account of the principal mining districts in the county: 

Jacksonville district, including both forks of Jackson Creek and its tributaries, was organized in 1851. The mines 
hitherto worked have been placers, with some coarse gold. 

Applegate Creek, ten miles in a southerly direction from Jacksonville, is a considerable stream, on which a saw­
mill has been erected. It is a tributary of Rogue River. The district of this name was organized in 1853. The 
mining operations on Applegate Creek have been quite extensive. The gold is found mainly on the "bars" of the 
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creek, which for a distance of four miles were very rich. They are now principally worked by Chinese. Water is 
obtained from a large ditch brought from the creek four miles above the bars, and now owned by Kasper Kubli. 

Sterlingville district, about eight miles due south from Jacksonville, was organized in 1851. This has been, and 
is still, a thriving mining camp. The gold in the placers is coarse. The supply of water, however, is limited, as 
there is no ditch in the district which taps any considerable stream. 

Bunkum district, on the other hand, a southern extension of Sterlingville district, has an abundant supply of 
water during most of the year, brought in three ditches from the North Fork of Applegate Creek. 

Foots Creek district was organized in 1853. The stream from which it takes its name is a tributary of Rogue 
River, situated about fifteen miles northwest from Jacksonville. The mines are coarse gold diggings. 

Evans's Creek and Pleasant Creek districts are contiguous to each other, about ten miles north of Foot's Creek. 
The coarse gold diggings of these districts are worked principally by the hydraulic process, for which the 
necessary supply of water is furnished by the streams named in abundance during the rainy season. Both these 
districts were organized in 1856. 

Forty-nine diggings, eight miles southeast from Jacksonville; organized in 1858. The gold is inferior in quality, 
and worth only about $12 per ounce. Water is supplied by a ditch from Anderson and Wagner Creeks. 

The mining laws of all these districts are copied from those of Yreka, in California. The tax on foreign miners 
(by which only the Chinese are understood) is $10 annually per capita. There is also an annual poll-tax of $5 on 
all mulatoes, Chinamen, and negroes. 

The first discovery of gold in Jackson County is said to have been made in the autumn of 1852, by James 
Cluggage, on Rich Gulch, a tributary of Jackson Creek. Both in the gulch and in the creek large nuggets were, in 
the earlier days of the mining industry of this neighborhood, frequently found. One piece of solid gold, worth 
$900, was taken from the latter stream, and many were obtained ranging in value from $10 to $40, and up to 
$100. These discoveries led to the development of a considerable mining industry, in which, however, no great 
amount of capital was invested. The claims in the county are, with the exception of the bars and a few quartz 
claims, mentioned below, generally placer and gravel diggings. The heavy wash gravel ranges from two to 
twelve and even twenty feet in thickness, and contains a large amount of stones, and even rocks of considerable 
size. This is especially the case on Jackson Creek. The bed rock is slate or granite-the former predominating. 
Water is supplied principally by the rains of the wet season, which sweU the local streams. There are few mining 
ditches in the county, and none of great magnitude, the length being generally from one to four miles, and in no 
case exceeding the latter figure. The mines are therefore directly dependent upon the duration of the season of 
rains. This la5ts usually from December 15 to June 1. The mining season for the year ending June 30, 1869, was, 
however, here, as elsewhere, a very short one, owing to the extreme dryness of the winter. The season opened 
about the loth of January, and wa'> over by the middle of May. When 1 visited the county, early in August, 
nothing was doing except by some of the Chinese, who were painfully overhauling the dirt heaps and carrying 
the earth to water. The average annual product of Jackson County in gold dust for the last five years has been, 
according to good authority, $210,000. I estimate the product for the year ending June 30, 1868, in spite of the 
brevity of the season, at $200,000, since the patient labor of the Chinese, of whom there are a considerable 
number working for themselves, has made up the deficiency of the season. They have produced not less than 
$75,000 during the year referred to. The product for the calendar year I 868 is practically the same as I have 
given, since the period of active operations fell wholly within 1869. 

Some very rich quartz ledges have been discovered in this county, and T do not doubt that this, like so many 
other placer-mining regions, will eventually become the scene of extended deep-mining operations. No quartz 
veins, however, so far as I could learn, have been worked in Jackson County with capital, perseverance, and 
judgment adequate to fully prove their values, though in several instances large profits have been realized from 
operations near the surface. 

- _l.J/ __ __ LL _ ___ -· · - - _ ___ 1.1 -··-- - -- __ 1 .l/! __ t_ __ 0 /0/" f\ 1..., 
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One of these instances is presented by the celebrated Gold Hil l vein, situated ten miles northwest of 
Jacksonville, and discovered in January 1859. TJJe ore is white, a lmost transQarent quartz, and, in the pocket first 
exposed, was high ly charged with free gold. Some rock taken from the ledge was so knit together with threads 
and masses of gold that when broken the pieces would not separate. The vein was worked rudely for a year, and 
the ore crushed principally in an arrastra. The sum of $400,000 was thus extracted, besides a large amount of 
extremely valuable specimens, one of which was presented by Maury and Davis, merchants of Jacksonv ille, to 
the Washington Monument, and now, I am informedJ occupies a place in that structure. But the pocket became 
exhausted ; subsequent operations failed to find paying rock, and the work has been suspended for some years. 
The property is now owned by a few shareholders, who intend to resume mining at some future time. 

The Fowler lode, at Steamboat City, twenty miles from Jacksonville, is also at present lying idle. This ledge was 
very rich near the surface, where the rock was considerably disintegrated. The contents of a rich chimney or 
pocket were extracted, and crushed in arrastras run with horse-power. Major J. T. Glenn, one of the owners, says 
$350,000 were taken out. 
Arrastras were erected at a ledge on Thompson's Creek, a tributary of Applegate, to work the ore extracted, but 
the rock did not pay, and it was finally abandoned. The Khively ledge, on a tributary of Jackson Creek, has had 
a similar history. 
At present there is but one quartz vein worked in the county. Tt is being developed by a few men as a 
prospecting scheme. They carry the quartz about a mile, to the Occidental mill, where they have already had 
about 100 tons treated, realizing about $1,000, or $10 per ton. 

There are three quartz mills in the county, all driven by steam. The Jewett mill, on the south side of Rogue 
River, was erected sir years ago in connection with a ledge of the same name. It had eight stamps, and 32 horse­
power. The investment was not profitable, professedly because the gold was too fine to be saved, and the mill is 
not a steam saw-mill. A mill similar to the foregoing was put up seven years ago at the forks of Jackson Creek. 
It cost $8,000, and was intended for custom work, but did not pay, and is now owned by Hopkins & Co. as a 
sawmill. 

The Occidental mill, on the right fork of Jackson Creek, was built four years ago by a company at a cost of 
$] 0,000. It has ten stamps, and 40 horse-power, was made at the Miner's foundry, San Francisco, and has a 
daily crushing capacity of 20 tons. The machinery includes two rotary pans. 

The cost of mining materials in this county is not excessive. Lumber is worth at the mill from $18 to $22.50 per 
thousand feet, according to quality; quicksilver, $1 per pound; blasting powder, 33 cents per pound. Freight is 
generally shipped from San Francisco to Crescent City, California, and hauled from there in wagons to 
Jacksonville, at a total expense, including commissions, incurance, etc., of about 5 cents per pound. This 
enhances the cost of machinery and of some supplies. As a general rule, Jackson County receives no freight 
overland from Po1tland or Sacramento. 

There are several good salt springs in the county. One at the headwaters of Evans Creek has been worked with 
profit for several years past by Messrs. Brown and Fuller. The salt is said to be white and pure, and commands a 
good price in the local market. Two beds of mineral coal have been discovered in the county. One on Evans 
Creek, about ten miles from the salt-works, produces a superior coal, which is used by the blacksmiths of the 
county. It is comparatively free from shale, and is locally known as anthracite. The bed is owned by Mr. R.H. 
Duulap, of Ashland. Large quantities of iron ore occur in many places throughout the county, on the sutface of 
the ground. Some specimens from Big Bar, on Rogue River, were analyzed in San Francisco, and found to be 
quite pure. Cinnabar is reported, but not in paying quantity, from Missouri Gulch, a tributary of Jackson Creek. 

NOTES: 

There is a lot of information presented here, some of it quite accurate, some of it less than accurate. And unlike 
the previous section on Josephine, quite a Jot has actually changed especially in regards to gold mining in 
Jackson County. 

0 / 0 ''"'" 1 'l 
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One item which is inaccurate, pertains to the first discovery of gold in Jackson County, which the above aiticle 
reports was made by James Cluggage in the Fall of 1852 on Rich Gulch, which is described as a "tributary of 
Jackson Creek". For sta,ters, as I mentioned in the previous mticle ("A Rich Strike at Rich Gulch"), James 
Cluggage had a paitner. His name was John R. Poole, and he and Cluggage owned a company called Jackass 
Freight. Secondly, they actually made their discovery in late December 1851 or early January of 1852 and Rich 
Gulch is actually a tributary of Daisy Creek and not Jackson Creek. (Cluggage and Poole did, however, extend 
their search to Jackson Creek and inside of a month, this creek was crawling with miners. As late as the 1950's, 
Jackson Creek was still being heavily worked on a large scale and yielding good returns.) 

Another inaccuracy is the mention of the Jewett Mill, which though the author was correct about its description, 
it was actually located on Mt. Baldy here in Josephine County- about five miles west of the Jackson County 
line. As well, though it may not have been profitable in 1870, the Jewitt Mine and its mill later became a major 
lode mine in this county. There are still active gold mines on Mt. Baldy today, but the activity is restricted to 
small operations. 

Surpsingly, the author neglected to mention the Humbug Mining District, which was established March 24th, 
1860 (see my previous entry). Also neglected was the Kane Creek Mining District (established November, 
1860), the JackAss Creek Diggings District (March 1860, which mostly duplicated the Humbug District laws), 
the Lower JackAss Creek District (1863), the notorious Wines Camp District (1867), Boardman's Diggings 
District (1867) and the Union Town Disrict (1870). 

The Applegate River (often reffered to as a "creek" in old literature) is still a major gold bearing waterway, 
along with the following gold bearing tributaries (all located on the Jackson County side) and listed in order, 
from east to west: 

Elliot Creek, Carberry Creek, Manzanita Creek, Grouse Creek, Squaw Creek, French Gulch, Kanaka Gulch, 
Kinney Creek, Mule Creek, Palmer Creek, Beaver Creek, Star Gulch, Flume Gulch, China Gulch and Boaz 
Gulch, all located south of the Little Applegate River, which enters the Applegate River in Section 10 of 39 
South, 3 West. This section of the Applegate contains the majority of modem day gold mining activity. At 
Tunnel Ridge and Little Applegate, there are two public gold panning areas maintained by BLM. (download 
brochure here) 

The Little Applegate River and its tributaries, historically, was a major gold bearing area encompassing both the 
Sterlingville and Buncom Districts. As most of this area is today private, little to no mining takes place in this 
area now. It should also be noted that the gold in this particular area contains quite a lot of of silver and often 
has a whiteish color (hence the local name Sterling). As a consequence, gold from this vicinity fetches a much 
lower price than the area listed above. 

Downstream of the Little Applegate, the following tributaries are also gold bearing: 

Rock Gulch, Spencer Gulch, Bishop Creek, China Gulch, Matney Gulch, Long Gulch, Chapman Creek, Keeler 
Creek, Humbug Creek, Thompson Creek, Ferris Gulch and pa1t of Slagle Creek. 

This is not meant to include the gold bearing Applegate tributaries located in Josephine County. 

Kerby Jackson, Josephine County, Oregon 

Tags: Anderson Creek, Beaver Creek, Bishop Creek, Boai·dmans Diggings, Boaz Gulch, Buncom, Carberry 
Creek, Chapman Creek, China Gulch, Crescent City, daisy creek, Elliot Creek, Evans Creek, Ferris Gulch, 
Flume Gulch, Foots Creek, French Gulch, Gold Hill, Grouse Creek, humbug creek, JackAss Creek, Jackson 
Creek, Jacksonville, Kanaka Gulch, Kane Creek, Keeler Creek, Kinney Creek, Little Applegate River, Long 
Gulch, Lower JackAss Creek, Manzanita Creek, Matney Gulch, Missouri Gulch, Mt. Baldy, Mule Creek, 
Palmer Creek, Pleasant Creek, rich gulch, Rock Gulch, Rogue River, Slagle Creek, Spencer Gulch, Squaw 
Creek, Star Gulch, Steamboat, Sterlingville, Thompson Creek, Tunnel Ridge, Union Town, Wagner Creek, 
Wines, Yreka 
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Humbug Creek - Oregon Gold Locations 

Feb.07, 2010 inHumbug Creek, Jackson County Gold, Oregon GoldLeave a Comment 
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Humbug Creek is a little known area to gold prospectors in Oregon, but in its day, it was the center of a major 
gold rush in Jackson County. 

Today, one can access this great old gold creek by following Oregon State Highway 238 (The Williams 
Highway) and foUowing Humbug Creek Road which is located just due east of the community of Applegate, 
Oregon. (Take note that much of this area is now private property and care should be taken to respect the rights 
of the property owners along the creek). 

Like most creeks in Jackson County, gold was discovered relatively early on in and around Humbug Creek. In 
fact, enough gold was found by early miners that during the late 1850's, a small mining camp sprung up along 
its banks and by March of 1860, the Humbug Mining District was established, using the foUowing camp Jaws 
(mostly adopted from those used over the state border in Yreka, California): 
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The Mining Laws Of Humbug Creek 

Article 1st 
Size of Claims 

Page 16 of21 

Each man shall hold a claim 100 yards square by preemption and as much by purchase as he represents. 

Article 2nd 
Priority of Water Rights 

The oldest claim shall have the first right to the water but shall run no water by unnecessarily to keep others 
from using it 

Article 3rd 
Necessary Work to Hold Claim 

No claim shall be considered forfeited if worked one day in every five during the time there is a good ground 
sluice head in the creek. 

Article 4th 
Restriction on Dams, Etc. 

No person or company shall put a dam, reservoir or any obstruction in the creek, provided it is a damage to 
those above said obstruction. 

Article 5th 
Flood-gate for Darns to Be Kept Open 

Any person or company putting in a reservoir shall have a flood gate five feet in breadth and three feet hight 
[sic] which shall be kept open as long as there is a good sluice head in the creek for washing up. 

Atiicle 6th 
Recorder; Fee; When Claim Must Be Recorded 

There shall be a recorder elected and he shall be allowed One dollar per claim for recording. Any person leaving 
the Creek to be gone two months shall have their claims recorded. 

Article 7th 
Judicial Power 

Any person or persons violating any of these resolutions or by-laws shall abide the decision of a miners' 
meeting. 

Article 8th 
Chinese Excluded 

No Chinaman shall be allowed to purchase or hold any claim on this Creek. 

Article 9th 
Adoption of Resolutions 

Resolved, the foregoing articles shall come into effect as Laws of this Creek on or after and from the twentieth 
day of March A. D. 1860. 

J. F. Headrick, Chairman, 
V. P. Comstock, 
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Jas. W. Mee, 
E. Thompson, 

( Committee on Resolutions 
Francis Sackett, Secretary 
.John Goff, Recorder. 
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This document was filed and recorded with the Jackson County Clerk in Jacksonville on March 24th, 1860. 

Several notable mines were located in this district, including: 

The Wright Mine (Lat. 42.25537, Long. -123.1442) which was a medium sized underground prospect that was 
active until it was shut down in 1942 by Government Limitation Order 208. In addition to gold, the Wright also 
yielded silver, zinc and lead. 

The Nonesuch (Lat. 42.25037, Long. -123.1394), which was also a medium sized underground mine. In 
addition to gold, silver was also mined in the Nonesuch. Like the Wright, it was shut down in 1942. 

The Scott (Lat. 42.261 l 7, -123.13), also a prospect of medium size, but unlike the above two, the Scott was a 
surface mine. Most of its activity was in the l 930's. 

The Victor (Lat. 42.27097, -123.1517), which was a well known and very profitable opemtion dating from 
before 1940. Like the Scott, the Victor was a surface mine. 

The Broken Heart (Lat. 42.27007, Long. -123 .1283), another medium sized underground producer. 

The Ace ofJ-Iearls (Lat. 42.27757, Long. - 123.1203), which was a medium sized underground operation 
yielding gold and silver. 

( The Oregon Belle (Lat. 42.28817, Long. - I 23 .1006), which is a rather famous mine and a fine producer of lode 
gold. Located due east of Humbug Creek. 

The Sundown (Lat. 42.28317, Long. -123.1047), yet another surface mine, located due south of the Oregon 
Belle. Also east of Humbug Creek. 

The Grange Gulch (Lat. 42.25227, Long. -123.1208), which yielded gold and silver until 1942. 

( 

Finally are the Humbug Creek Placers (Lat. 42.26707, Long. -123.1389) which between the 1860's and the 
l940's had many names, including the Benson Placer, the Johnston Placer, Exter, Pittock and the Kubli Ranch. 
This last name is attributed to Kaspar Kubli, a very early pioneer in the Applegate Valley. This last operation 
ran a drag line dredge up Humbug Creek. 

Kerby Jackson, Josephine County, Oregon 

Tags: Ace of Hearts Mine, applegate river tributary, Benson Placer, Broken Heart Mine, Exter, Grange Gulch, 
humbug creek, Humbug Placers, jackson county oregon, Johnston Placer, Kubli Ranch Placer, Nonesuch Mine, 
Oregon Belle Mine, Pittock Placer, Scott Mine, Sundown Mine, The Victor Mine, Wright Mine 
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ing. Possibly the Ycin.=:; are equally rich at all depth:.;, aud rich pockets may exist in 
tl,e lower portions of rnins as well as .near the surface. 

The quartz veins which were first met with · hy the miners frcqnently were found 
to contain pockets of decomposed rock with gold, which being accidentally found upon 
the surface, the gold was extracted by crusl1ing in a mortar, and no further thought 
was giYen to the subject of quartz containing golrl, though the theory of that mineral 
being the "original matrix" of the precious metal liad had preYiotlS currency. The 
idea of sinking upon and ex1>loring the veins was not cntcrt.nined until the quartz 
mania l1roke · out in California and spread across the bordet into Oregon. The first 
<1uartz lead which was prospected in Jackson county mts the Hicks lead, on the left 
fork of ,Jackson creek, above Farmer's Flat. Sonorn Hicks and Lro't11e1:, the discov­
erers, worked ,this vein in a necessarily imperfect way and took out sonie gold, get.ting, 
said the Sentinel, $1,0QO i11 two hours! Theirs was a 11ocket vei11, and no mill or 
arnst.ra was thought of in l'Onnection with it. l\Ianry,. DaYis and Taylor owned the 
ac,joiuing ciaim, and put up an arastra upon it, the fir;:;t apparatus of the kind in Ore­
gon. The latter firm purchased the Hicks claim and worked its rock in their arastra. 
The total yield of the original claim, the first quartz lead worked in Oregon, was 

~1.bout $2,000. _. - · 
./'- The next quartz discovery of importance was that of the f.:u)iot(s\~.Qpld Hill 
·-tJode;i#~arq Fort Lane. ':l"his took place in January, 1860/ tlie diseovei·et b~i ng one 

Gr_aha_f!l_~J~9~P!. ~st E?1igrant," who, with George Ish, James Hayes; Thon1as Chrw.,.~ 
."iiii~r~~fJohi'i Lo1;·g:''ai{p'artriers; lo.cated this astonishingly rich lode and began to work 
it. 'fiiere was · an abundance of float rock: found lying upon the surface of 
the hill, ,rhich. yielded fabulously in gold, and as soon as the news of the strike 
became known the whole hill was staked out in claims, the l)omH.1nries marked some­
timei:: by sfretchi1~g ropes,, and men were busily at work picking up float and crushing -
it in mortars, whereby' much money was realized. l\fr. Henry Klippel, the father of 
quartz mining in Southern Oregon, found a piece of mixed gold and quartz weighing 
thirteen ounces, which yielded $100; and others 1·eported as goocl results. Excitement 
ra.n high . Jacksonville, previously <lull, began to bloom. l\Ien who · were notoriously 

. ~, broke" began to put on airs of wealth. :Money circulated with facility and enn-y one 
partook, in spirit, of the good fortune. A daily stage was put on the route between 
Jacksonville and the new mines, which was crowded w1th sjght-seers, speculatol'S ancl 
1>rospectors. An eating house sprang up near the mine, aud l\Iorgan Davis inaugu­
rated a trading post. Quartz stock was up; prospecting seized as a fernr upon the 
whole country; and fabulous discoveries were re1)orted in every direction. · As for the 
original owners of the Gold Hill lead their fortunes seemed bounclJess, but dissension 
broke out in their camp. James Hayes, becoming dissatisfied, sold out to Henry 
Klippel, John :McLaughlin and Charles '\YiUiams, for $5,000: Graham sold also to 
Mes?rs. Klippel and John E. Ross, for the same snm, the use of the money costing 
those gentlemen ten pe11 cent. per month. Two arastras were put up to reduee the 
quartz, rnnles being the motive power, and armed men guarded the apparatus, mine 
and quartz wagons from the em-ious and pre<lacious crowd. '\V eekly clean-ups were 
in order and 1,000 ·ounces of weU retorted gold wns frecp1ently llh·icled on Satnrclays. 
For some time this extraorcfoiary out-put continuecl, when the desires of the owners 
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outran the capabilities of the slow and primitive 111{1le-propelled arastra, and a steam 
quartz mill with all the modern improvements was resolYed upon. This, the first 
·quartz mill in Jackson county, was purchased in San Francisco and shipf,ed to the 
mine by the firm of Klippel, :McLaughlin & Williams, '·whose undertDking was· to· 
crush the mining company's quartz for ~ight dollars perto?, ~~e~.s~ly~, retaining-Own­
ership in the mill. -~'.!l ... gklf~f:,s4i1Jl)~cl to·GQ!~:r}-IiH'.~iit'Scbttsbh:tg;·iil'tiie s1J1·ing of· 
1$<30, and grent difficultj''{virs:·exi:>e~iencetl in' transporting the heavy boiler, mortars, 

"t~c. . TI{e cost .of freighting was about $2,600, _and t~etofal c~)St. of the mill when in 
running order was about $12,000. Jt)x'a§, .. ~J,f.~li~;s·tamp.mill,' of'the ordinary type 
of free gold n1ill, amalgamating in batte;:)~·; .fill(i' crushing wet. Its first performance 
was the reduction of one hurlllred tons of refuse quartz, thrown aside as being too poor 
for the arastra process, whicl{ 'yielded one hundred dollars per ton. The mill was 
located at the DAr<l3:nelles, and here the rock was hauled from the mi11:e. The next 
run was on ordinary quartz from the vein, unassorted, and yery much to the surin·ise 
of all it yielded only three dollars per ton-owing, as was supposed, to defective 
amalgamation. Another run was carefully conducted for six weeks with a. result of 
two dollars and forty cents per ton. Public confidence in the mine was much shaken, 
In August the mill and mine suspended operations. In the sub~equen_t workings of 
the lode very little has been realized. Tl1itfofar1reoduct"<)fthis:falll()t1S'tnitfep\CCord­
ing to nfr/Heiii}' Klif)jJel, was· abont $150,000, n~arly all or' which was taken frorri a 
eonfined space in the mine/only twcnty-t\y() feet long by ten in height a"nd the thick­
ness of the vein, which is less than a ya.rd.') Repeated tests of ore from other portions 
of it failed inYa.l'iably, because the mine is \vithont d9J1gr;·:~·;,•15'oc]fe('rndge;·a1id only to 
be sncce.ssfully worked as such. The major part of tjiit·cx:p1or_ations subsequently per­
fo1·metl consisted in sinking a shaft 130 feet deep, on the vein, and running two tunnels 
to intersect the shaft.. A great many small prospect holes have also been Btmk, but 
·not to any considerable depth. ,The vein has all of the characteristics supposed by 
"miniug experts" to insure permanency. It dips somewhat to the east, has a thick, 
soft "gouge," smooth, well-defined walls, and oth_er presumed Yalua.ble qualifications. 
After its first successful working, itl3 ownership became the snbject of a 1iotable law­
suit, that. of Jacob Ish vs. 'I'he Gold Hill !\fining Company, wherein the plaintiff 
sought to dispossess defendants. Ish had entered the land embracing the niining 
property as agricultural, and had secured a patent thereto, the cowpany remaining in 
ignorance thereof· until its issimnce. -The circuit court <?f Jackson county sustained 
the plaintiff, but upon appeal to the supreme court of Oregon, the decision of the 
lower court was reYersed, thereby, says :Mr. Kli1Jpel, first enunciating the principle 
that the state court.shave the a.uthority to annul agricultural land grants to individuals. 
in conflict with prior claims. :Messrs. Klippel, l~cLanghlin & "\Viiliams Jost $11,000 
on the mill. After they had demonstrated its want of success, they leased it to a. party 
of Yreka miners who were equally unsuccessful. Subsequently the mill was sold 
for $5,000 to J ewitt Brothers and Douthitt, nnd removed to the Jewitt mine near 
Yannoy's ferry, where it did good service for awhile, and after was converted· into a 
saw mill. 'fhe machinery was dismantled; and some years later t]1e engine was 

· i·(•JllOV.ed to Parker's saw mill on Big Butte creek, where it is still in use. 7\ 
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GOLD HILL MINING AREA 

General: 

The Gold Hill mining area is in northwestern Jackson County in T. J7 s., R. J and 4 W. 
It lies east of the Josephine County line, south ot the Douglao County line, west of the 
ITillamette moridian (n. l E.), and north of T. 37 s., R. land 2 w., all within the drainage 
of the Rogue Ri~er. It covers approximately 600 square miles, nnd includes tho old minine 
districts of Gold Hill, Foots Creek, Uppe.~ Grave Creek, Evans Creek, and Sardine Creek, 

The area is semi-mountainous and comprises several wide valleys, such as tho Rogue 
fiiver valley which cuts across the southern part of the area in a general westerly direction. 
Principal tributary valleys nro Kano Creek, Galls Creek, and Foots Creek on the south side 
of the Rogue, and Trail, Sams, Sardine, Wards, and Evans Cree~a on the north side. Grave 
Creek cuts across the extreme northeastern part; its tributaries are short and have steep 
gradients. Elevations range from 1,000 feet to 4,000 feot, The mountain slopes are quite 
steep and havo a heavy cover of brush, 

The Siskiyou branch of the Southern Pacific Railway parallels the Rogue River valley 
as does U, S. !Ue;hway No, 99, NuL1erous secondary roads and Forest Service truck trails 
extend back into the mountains, 

9_ P,0 l O ,6l : 

Rocks of the Gold Hill area nre principnlly greenstones into which peridotites (now 
altered to serpentine) and siliceous granitoid rocks were intruded. Small areas of Galice 
and Chico formations a.re found in the extreme northwest section. Sediments of the Umpqua 
formation underlie the central portion of the area, and volcanics of the Uestern Cascade 
series blanket the eastern third of the area, These rocks aro described under general 
geology of the county. 

!{ining: 

Placer mining ha~ always a.c~ounted for most of the gold produced in tho area, Some 
or the placer- minas date back to tho 1850 1 s during the earliest dnys of the southern Oregon 
gold rush. Accurate statistics on the tot.al production from the area aro not o.vailable, as 
in the ea.,··ly days the gold went out by way of California.; and southern Oregon's gold was 
included in California's production, Early operations consisted of ha.nd work 11sniping11 and 
hydrnul1cking. 

Dredging has always been an important activity in the Gold Hill area. Winchell (14:163) 
reports that in 1908 an electric dredgo was constructed on Kane Creek placer in the S,E. i 
sec, 36, T. 36 s., R. 3 rr. Power was obtained from tho Gold Ray Dam and the dredge had a 
capacity of 500 cubic yards por lO=hour shift, So far as can be learned, the drJdge oporQ 
cted only during 1908. On the right fork of Foots Creek, the Champlin Dredging Company 
built a bucket ~line dredeo in 1903. In 1905 ~lectric power was installed, In 1911 the 
dredce wa s accidentally sunk, Winchell (l~:166) also reports that a dredge was installed 
near Tolo in 1898 but it operated a short time only. 

In recent years dredging has been especially important until stopped in October, 1942, 
by the gold mine closing order. The Murphy Murray, all•electric $200,000•connected bucket 
type dredge worked on the left fork of Foots Creek and on Pleasant Creek near the old Williams 
placer. In 1941 this equipment was moved to Burnt River in eastern Oregon. The Rogue River 
Gold Com-po.ny formerly operated a dredge on the left fork of Foots Creek be 1.ow tho Murphy• 
Murray ground. The Gold Hill Placers worked dragline equipment on Sardine Creek'. . Several 
"dry-land dredgesn wore operated at various times. The Southern Oregon I.lining Company 
worked on the old Lance placer in 1940, The Mansfield Mine had a washing plant on the south 
side of Blackwell Hill. A small plant ,rorked on Upper Grave Creek at Greens placer. The 
Seaman Bar on the Rogue River and the Bull Frog placer were operated for a short time. 
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'l'lie Blackwell lend wu~ c11sc'ovcred ··a short time . sufo;cquei1t to the fincling of the 
Gold Hill vein. · 'l'hi~ mine proved far less 1·ich than the other, yfolding altogether l)ut 
a fow thousand. dollars, though having a very pro1µ.ising appcanmce. It was a~tively 
worked and protlncell at first a good sn.pply of l)eautiful specimens worth some thous­
ands. In tlic summer of 1860 and subsequently, it ,vas owned by C. C. Beekmnn, 
"\Villia.m H~ffman, Dr. L. S. Thompson ~nd U. S. Hayden, who made ~ c_ontract with 
· the Jlroprietors of the Gold IIill quartz mill to work the mine and ,crt1~h the ore, tur11-
fog :over t~- the ow·ne1·s of the _lea.cl the amount realized. above necessary exp~nses of 
w~rking. The deposit of . quartz gave ·out, however, and th~ attempt foiled. At later 
times the Blackwell lead has been worked, but to .. no apparent purpose. · In 1882 a · 
1·otary quartz crusher ·was · put up at the mine and is being experimented with. The 
total j•ield of. tlie Blackwell has heea from ten to twenty thousand ·dollars. 

The Jc";itt ledge,. situated on the south side of Rogue river in to~vnship th_irty-six, 
south, range five, west, ,vas first prospected in 1860 by the Jewitt brothe1;s, who bud 
caught the quartz fever in common with the. rest of the population of Jackson aucl 
Josephine counties. · Indications proving favorable they associated t~emseh·es with 
D. \VilJia.m Douthitt., of Jacksonville, and began to work their vein. They were 
signally successful; they took oµt. $40,000, says Mr. Klippel, antl lrnving exhausted the. 
depoi3it, ceased ,vork. Their rock paid fifty· dollars per ton at. the first clean-up, the 
lode being six feet thick at the working point. Subsequent work ·on the claim has 
rev~aled nothing of great imr,ortance, but indications are said to be favorable for another 
1:ich strike. ln 1874 or the succeeding .yea.r l\Iessrs. Klippel and Beekman, ha,•iug 
possession of the claim, purchased an engine and boiler -n.nd ·set up two stea.in arastras 
to work the rock. But owing to certain causes .their 01)erations failed of success. The 
uame Elizabeth was given to the ledge. The assay value of the rock is said to · average 
twenty-one dol1ars, and the arastras pay twelve dollars pe~· ton, the vein's ~vernge width 
now being· three fo~t. 

Next in importance stands the Swinden ·ledge, near Gold Hill, on the donation 
claim of John Swinden. It was owned by several partners and was prospected in 1800, 
and· in 1862 and 1863 was worked, by a shaft, the quartz being re~luced in an arastra . 
.ri'he vein was tolerably rich, at least in one spot, and pa.id something above expenses, 
it is thought, though the cost_ of working was consiclerab1e. T11e ledge is two aml" a 
half feet thick and is still thought valuable. In the same mining 1·egion are seYeral 
other veins which ha.Ye been considerably worked amt ·ai·e still regarded as valuable. 
The McDonough and Shu.mp veins are of this class. On Foot's creek quite a nmnl)er 
of quartz locations have b_een made from which a considerable amount of wealth hns 
been extracted, with a first-rate prospect for future success, In 18GO Foot's creek 
quart.z mines were 1·~ported ~ _be paying l1and~'Omely: ·The rock was described as dark· 
mid soft., with specks of gold visible throughout. Johnson's: and Lyons and Peebler\ 
ledges we.re ·1mrticularly successful, a:ccorcling to newspaper reports. In 1861 _ these 
leads 1tcrc mentioned as having fallen off in 1·1chne.~s, only ten dollars JJer· ton heing 
realized. On Jackson creek, especially on the right branch, seyernl Yeins of quartz of 
considerabl~ promise haYe at times.been p1·ospected, the greater part of the work being · · 
done iu lSGO, clirectly following t.he Gold Hill diRcoycry, and at. n time that we may 
•ler::ign'nt(! as the <:poch of <11i.artz mining, i5inee at 110 previous or sub".'e(1uent time _hrive 
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.&1:t.J3ig J2nr iUliit hr Llolrl.UiU, rnuch mi111ug ~ms done in the early years. At 
one time iu 1852 n rnsh of" miners took: plncldo tbu "bnr, where· uot less thnn 200 men. · 
were prospecting. Generally :'(peuking t.lici t· work \.Vtlfi uu p1'0!itahlc. On se,·eral occa­
sions compauie:-:1 lmvo bcc1dormetl allll much 11101wy cx.pen<lc<.l iu endetworing to dam 
the river anti turu its mitct·~ acro::;s the ha.r, whereby its drnnucl may be left th·y and 
the strncls worked; bnt thus fitl' ,dthout- s1wcr.ss. It w.rn cousitlerecl a great· mining 
en'terprise when, in the summer of 1SGO, a dam wa.~ thrown a.cross the ri Yer, bnt the 
scheme proveu nborti ve, little gold boing found in the gravel. In i875 the Big Bar 
~ud Rogue Rir,er i\1ining Company, of Portlund, incor1)ora.ted with a capital of ~:!0,000, 

. for the pm1lose.of "turning the river nnd working the ba1·, and impr~ving the na.,'iga­
-- :· · --~. -· - : . tion of the ~ogue river." This scheme mu:; likewise unsuccessful. 

;( 

. . . . 

'];u;5 P 1 j Qf J!Fliil fj iu · t.hc neighborhood of Gold Hill, is at present knowu as the 
T'V ~mlt 11Iace. Here cfo·elt the colonel ·ancl here were ga.the1·ed the white settlers 
to seek protection -from the Inclia.ns in time of war. Netu· by was Doctor G. H . . 
Ambrose's donation claim. Iu 1SGO, the Darcla.nelles sprang into new life and activity 

· _through the e5mblisluuent of Klippel, ircLnughlin und "'illiam~' steam quartz mill to 
reduce the rock from the newly <li~covered Gold Hill mine .. A hotel, the Adams House; 
was !Jut· up ancl other iruprovements were inaugurated. But soon the "boom 11 ceased, 
the mine was exhausted, ancl the Darchmelles sunk i1ito its previou.~ obs~urity. 

Fog£'§ .W!Ui§If a was prospected in early times by 0. G. Foot, a mine1•, w_l~o dis-r 
covered 1·ich gravel in its bed. From him the stream cleri"lie<l its name. It bee:~11:rte· 
celebrated as a mining rcgiou in 1852, uwl ever since has yield~d considerably. Lack 
of water hn~ prevented the lnrgcr Ladies of gravel from being \Vot·ked, and it is judged · 
thnt the fotrocluctio11 of large hydraulic stren.ms would pay very Ia1·gely and co11tiu-
uously . . 'rhe claims owned by .G. \V. Lance and S. Duffy are the most extensive. 

· Neur the Birdsey place, ,rhich fa on the south side of the river, stood the army hos-
.. pital for the sick and wouucled soidicl's of the war of 1855-6. The building used wHs 

·a .double house of l1e,veu logs, which· still.sti.uuls tmd is in use as n sta.~le.. Afterwurds 
tlre medical department mo,·cd to Jacksouv-Hle. 
· .. · ~,( lifilli-- stands upon _ the 1~ortL. bank of the river, in township 86, rauge 3 
west. • iis characterized by an excellent loca.tiou,. being upon the railroad, of which 
it is un important station> and in the geogru.phical center of the two couutie., of Jack­
son 11.nd Josephine. Its name, like those of many othe.r locu.lities, is· self-exphmatory, 
and was given, probably in 1852, by packers or miners. The post-office was estab­
lished in in 1857 or 1!358, with J. B. White as postmaster, the same being the original 
town proprietor. L. J, ,vhite built the firfit hotel, iu 1864, an.d t\VO ·'.years vreviously 
Abram Schulz had put up ·a blucksmith shop. Haymond & \Vhite dealt in merchnn­
dise, beginning in 1808, l\nd the latter pal'tner sold to the I\Iiigruder brother~, II. H. 
ancl Constantioe, iu 1874, HO remaining until now. Rock Point now contains tl. sto1·e, 
]1otel1 liYery stable. blnck:::mith !;;hop, sidoon, post-office, school house and telegn111h 
oftice. Ahove . the town n short 1.listm1ce iR the railroad bridge ,icross Rogne rivc1·, 1.1. 

· .. ,,ery considerable struct.un.i over 1,000 foet long, suh-;tnntiul :uul durable, otic of the 
.,,: e:ucce~sion of exteusin: eno·inecriiw work~ ll'-' which the il'On cansewH-Y uttnins the ,:, tJ .r "' 

ynlley. ·· ·· 
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Formerly gold lode mining was relatively important. This type of mining ranged from 
"pocket-mining" to fair-sized underground mines like the Sylvanite, north of Gold Hill. 
Pocket-hunters have been active in this district since the earliest gold discovery; and 
men like the Rhotan Brothers of Jacksonville have taken out relatively large amounts of 
gold from small pockets. The activity of those men, their success, and the shallowness of 
their workings, has lod certn.in people to dub the area a "pocket country", meaning that 
there are fow possibilities or larger scale oporations. 

This reputation is disprovod by Jre bodies like thoso of the Sylvanite mine which 
pr~duced on a scale sufficient to show that this is not exclusively a pocket-country. There 
were eleven active gold mines and prospects working in 19111-19112. !Jost of them are in the 
prospect stage but thoir development is encouraging. 

Quicksilver operations 111 the northeastern part of the mining area have been active 
in tho past, and the\present prioe of $192 per 76-pound flask of quicksilver is a strong 
incentive to exploration and production. 

Some manganose deposits wero prospectod during the first World War but none shipped 
commercial ore. 

The Holcomb hlinere.l Springs is the only producer of mineral vrater, 

Limestone is quarried for cement rn~_~_ufacture and for lime products, The plant of the 
Pacific Portland Cem ent Company is located at_ Gold Hill although their stone is quarried 
at Marble Mountain in the Lo~er Applegate area, Josephine County, !he limestone quarries 
that have been operated in . the Gold Hill area in the past were smal~, and no sizable amounts 
of limestone are produced from them ~t present, There are howover several good possibilities 
that are being invostigatod, 

The unusual deposit of high-3rade silica rock of the Brigtol Silica Company 1s being 
worked to produco ground silica for chicken grit and for metallurgical flux. 

Tremolite asbestos in quantities that might Justify development has been found and 
efforts to work the deposits have been made, 

r~vorable Prospecting Areas: 

Careful prospecting could be carried on near the margins of the granitoid batholith 
for indications of ffietallization, &5 suah areas are frequently produDtivA, Thess margins 
may be determined from the geologic maps or by field investigation, Zones ii:i the ID ·' ta­
morphic rocks that . h~ve suffered considerable fracturing and have bee~ invaded by quartz 
stringers that are metullizod might be productive. Arons north and south of Gold Hill have 
shown good indications in the past, particularly that area which includes the Bill Nye, the 
Braden, and the Millionaire minos, 

The aroa of hydrothermally altered volcanics and pyroclastios in the no:ttheast section 
might be favorable for cinnabar occurrences, All such aroas of altered rooks should be 
carefully inspected, 

Mining Properties: 

Doscriptions of mining properties of record are given in the following pages, 

ALICE GROUP (gold) Gold Hill area 
see Revenue Pocket; Rhotan Pocket 

Location: NN{ BOC, 11, T, 37 s., n. 3 w. 
"The Alicia group, 4 miles south of Gold Hill on Kane_ Creek, owned by 

J, H. Beeman of Gold Hill, is in NEi seo, 11, T, 37 s~, R, J w., not far 

"J ·· . / \ 
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frci~ limestone quarries, at o.n elevation o~ 2300 to 2400 feet by barometer. 
Less'o9S are now (1,13) taking out a footwall streak of high grade oxidized ore 
near ·the surface next to old workings. Tho main vein consisting of solid quartz 
is not being mined, o.s it is too low grade for lessees; it strikes N. 12° E. and 
<lips a.bout 60° E. An old adit about a quarter mile to the northeast discloses 
about 250 feet of workings on a vertical qua~tz vein averaging 2 to 3 feet in 
thickness, containing some pyrite, abundant pyrolusite, and some gypsum. A lower 
adit opens a 3~foot quartz vein which strikes north and dips 48° E.; it is on o~ 
near the irregular contact between d·ark argilllte and an andcsitic intrusive, As 
shown in the drawing, the crosscuts from the main drift are wholly or partly in 
quartz which is supposed to be part of a large vein whi~h is represented in the 
main crosscut ent~y by quartz seams in wall roak.~ 

Referen~e: P~rks & Sw~rtlay, ~6:8 (quoted). 

ARGONAUT GOLD MININ~.COMPANY 
see !r_,&£.naut Min,~. 

Gold Hill area· 

An Orericiri .Ccif~ciration; Mrs. D. E, Daan, Rogue River, Oregon 9 vice-president and 
manager; capitalization $300 1 000 commt>'ri',, ~200 1 000 pz•efer!'~d. 

ARGONAUT MINE (gold) Gold Hill area 

~: Argonaut Gold Mining Company, 1L·s. B. E, Dean, Rogue Rive::-, Oregon, v~c,;, 
president and manage~. 

Location: ' secs. 1 and 2, T, 35 s., R, 4 W.; secs, 35 and 36, T. ;4 s., R, li. w.f on 
Sykes Creek a tributar y to Evans Creek, 

Area: 674.55 acres of patented land unde~ purchase contract. 

Geoloay: The eastern side of property is in slates and schists with small areas of 
greenstones; the western part ls in quartz diorite. Tho slates and schists dip steeply 
eastward. 

The veins are in slate o.nd schist and roughly pmrallel the contact with the quart~ 
dior-lte. The lodes are ma.do up of slate and schist with narrow lenses and veinlets of 
quartz across considerablo widths. Gold bearing iron sulphides are round in both rock 
and quartz, Exploration has been dona by drifting, shallow shafts, and surface work, Th~ 
company plans to devolop a sufficient tonnage of medium-grade ore to justify the erection 
of a small mill. 

General: The Mining Journal (Arizona) ., Nov. 30, 1940, reported that t,he Elra Explo ~ 
ration & Mining Company acquired an interest 1~ the property and planned to install a 
75-ton cyanide mill. In April, 1,42, no report of any activity on the property was made, 

Water and timber are plentiful. The principal workings are at an elevation of 1,300 
feet and the highest workings are at 2,800 feet. 

Informant~: J.E.M., n,C 0 T., 1,42, 

ASH PROSPECT (quicksilver) Gold Hill area 

Looatio2: seas. 35, 36, T, 33 s., n, 1 W., and seo. 1, T, 34 s., R. 1 W. 

"E. E. Ash has some claims in seos. 35 and 36, '('. 33 s., R. l . 'lf., and sec. 11 

T. 34 s., R. 1 W. These claims are on the south side of the Rogue Riveri across 
the river from the highway, but .a small bridge was being built in 1,30. The 
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workings include an open out and three short adits, each about 50 feet long, at 
vertical intervals of a.bout 200 feet, on the north11est side or a gulch. The open 
out is about 100 feet o.bovc the Rogue River, and the top or No. 4 adit is about 
700 feet above the river. About 50 feet above the top adit there is a shaft 36 
feet deep with a short drift about 12 feet long at the bottom. 

"The rooks in all these workings are altered volcanic flows, in which the 
original feldspar phenoorystn have changed to white spots of clay in a gray­
lavender groundmass. Very irregular iron ribs as much as li inohes wide cut the 
rock. Limonite-stained chalcedony similar to that of the iron ribs occurs also 

_ as spherical masses 2 to J inches in diameter with a hollow center filled with 
powdery 11monite. A fault that strikes S, 74° E, and dips 65° ~ 90° S.W, has 
been explored by adit 4 and by the shaft and ~he l2°foot drift, Somo smeared 
cinnabar was seen on the sliokensided fault plane,11 

Reference: Wolls & Waters J4:46 (quoted), 
Wilkinson, 4o:lf, 

BAERLOCKER PLACER 
see Ward Creek Placers 

BAILEY PROPERTY (gold, manganese) 

Owner: Arnold Bailey, Gold Hill, Oregon, 

Location : sec, 1 or 12, T, 'j 7 S. , R. 3 W. 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

''A four-foot fracture zone contains ma~ganite and psilomelane with traces of 
rhodonite, There is one trench 6 - 6 feet wide which follows the ruinoral zone on 
the hillside and exposes it at J levels within a hor-!zontal distance of 45 feet 
and a vertical distance of JO feet. Association of the ere with rhodonite would 
make it difficult to got a manganer.o concontrato low in silica, 

11~: A, L, Bailey, R-t, no, 7, Box 124, Cent¥-al Point, Oregon. 

"Location: -SE!- sea. 1, T, 37 S,, R, '.3 W., Jackson County. 

"llisto~: "'This occurrence of m8:nganese ore is on the east side of the narrow 
canyon almost at the source of Lane Creek, or the wost fork of Willow Creok, in 
the SE! sec, 1, T, '.37 S,, R, '.3 ti,, Jackson County. The Bailey house is further 
upstream and on the opposite side of the creek, in the SIVi sec, 12, Postoffice 
ad~ress is Box 124, Rt. 7, Central Point, Oregon. The Baileys are operating a 
small amalgamation mill in the creek, working gold ore from a nearby locality. 
A smnll but rich pocket of gold ore closely adjacent to the manganese deposit 
has been worked out, 

"'The exposure of manganese ore lies on a steep hillside, only 250 feet from 
the road and 120 feet above it, From this point, it is 12 miles down a dirt road 
to the Jacksonville-Gold Hill turnpike and thence 4 miles by level, gravelled 
road to the Southern Pacific railroad at·central Point. 

"'The rocko of the nei ghborhood are old metamorphios, At the place in quostion, 
a nearly vertical fracture zone, striking du e N-S, has been mineralized with man­
ganese oxides to a width of about 4 foet. Manganite and psilomelane prodominate, 
but traces of rhodonite suggest that at greater depth, below atmospheric weath­
ering, the ore is likely to become more siliceous, As observed at the outcrop, a 
given lump of ore appears to have a fairly uniform composition, indicating that 

I 
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little or no improvement in it• manganese content could ~e obtained by crushing 
and concentrating. 

· '"Development to _date is a treneh, 6..:8 feet witle, following tho "mineral 
zone uphill and exposine it at 3 levels within a horizontal distance of 45 feet, 
and vertical. distance of JO feet. The hill rises rapidly--130 feet in 350 feet-­
along the _proJocted strike of the zone to tho south, and further exploration both 
above and below the present workines would be n simple matter; this should be 
undertaken by the owner before he can expect to attract more active interest in 

- his property.'" 

~~: Libbey and others, 42 :22-2J {quot_ed). 
Hodge, 37:B 

BAXTER LIMEST0JIE Gold Hill area 

Owner: John A. Baxter, Gold Hill, Oregon. 

p~erator: Orogoh Limestone Cb., 411 Postal Bldg,, Portland, Oregon, Chas. Wagner, 
president; Edwin Ammo, secretary; Fred Rosenberg, engineer; T. E. McCroskoy, manager. 

Location: SE,!; sec, 2 and S\'l';t soc. l, 1', 37 S,, R, 3 \'f., southoo.st of Gold Hill, 

~: 160 aoros, of which 1110 acres ~ ;3 in sec. 2, and 20 acres is in sec. l. 

History: Limostone was foun-; at this locality by Mr, Baxter many yoars ago. He 
opene~ two .l~nses. Tho lower ona had a quarry face 30 ft. ~lde and 20 rt. high. The 
upper quarry is 260 ft. higher in altitude. The face of the upper quarry.was JO rt. wide 
and 15 ft, high with a 25-f't, adit driven ns assossment wo!:'k. The limestone is reported 
to analyze 97 percent Caco3• In late 1942, the Oregon Limeston~ Co. moved its operatio~s 
from the Boeman quarry to the Baxter property and began development work. Two carloads of 
"paper rock" were shipped befo_re winter. 

Development: Both of the old quarries were opened further. The lower quar~y was 
olean~d .QUt .an4_some rock piled in a small bunker made of poles. The upper quarry was 
opened by a bulldozer and ·two carloads of 11 papor rock'' wore romovod. It is reported that 
trenching has exposed th~ ilmestone for a maximum length of 500 feet and a maximum width of 
140 feet. Drilling with i~ ft, steel proved limestone for that depth. Approximately a mile 
of road with 5 percent gratle has been built to the uppor quarry. A 100-ton oro bin has ·been 
built. 

Geology: The country rock ls meta.sediment of Triassic age as shown on the Grants Pass 
geologl~ map (Wells 4o, and Wails & Hotz 41). Included 1~ the motarocks are small limestone 
lenses that generally trend N. 20° E. and dip at high angles. 

The limestone leno at tho upper quo.rry is best exposed. The stone has o. generally 
bluish color, and consists of alternatine bands of dark and light limestone. The stone is 
crystalline and should be classified as marble. The contorted bands show the rosult of con­
siderable stress. Within the limestone lons are stringers and elongated knots of siliceous 
material that are severoly shoo.rod. The lens trends N. 30° E. and dips 80° to the northwest. 

The quarry is at the oouthwest end of the lens. An inclusion of schistose meta.sediment 
about 15 reet wido splits the east part·or tho body, and the inclusion extends at least 
60 feet up the hill to the northeast. Trenching exposes rock over a length or· 200 feet and 
the operator reports further work proved 500 feet of length and _ a maximum width of 1t10 feet. 
The lens w~s 100 feet wide, where observed. 

?he limestone weat~ers into blocks with fairly sharp edghsl weathered surfaces ar~ 
rough. 

Informant: .R.C.T., February 24, 1943, 
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~ BEAVER PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY 
sei Paoific Portland -Oement Company 

BEE HIVE MINING COMPAtfY 
see Bi 11 Nye Mine 

illMAN LIMESTONE 
., ' 
\ 

~: Mrs. Hattie Beeman, Portland, Oregon. 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Operator: Oregon Limestone Co., 411 Postal Bldg., Portland, Oregon~ Chas. Wagne~, 

president; Edwin Amme, secretary; Fred Rosenberg, engine .er,; T. E. Mccroskey, managel."o 

Location: NE.\: NE;!: seo. 11, T. 37 s., R. 3 Yr,, southeast of Gold Hill, (Total dis­

~ance from Gold Hill is 6.4 miles~) From .railroad ramp in Gold Hill east on Hwy. ,,, 

o.4 miles; turn southeast on Old S~a.ge Road to Kanes . Creek road,. 3,5 miles; t!,lrn south on 

Kanas Creek road,.· 2.·o miles; turn east qn priva~e road to quar;:-y, 0.5 mj,lesu 

~: !IQ acres of deeded land. Quarry is in extreme northeastern par't of the trar.t. 

Historx: Several gold 11pockots'' have been removed rrorn the contact, of thi<o a?•gilli.te 

and limestone . The famous Rhota n Pocket was about a mile to the south. The mine on the 

property was known as the "Alice Group." ----- -
"Th& Alice group; 4 miles south of Gold Hill on Kane Creek, owned by 

J. H, Beeman of Gold Hill, is in NE! se~ • .l, T, 7 s., R. 3 W., not fa~ from 

limestone quarr•ies, at an elevation. otf 2300 to 2400 fil et by bar·omete;-:,, Lesi;e~,.: 

are now (1913) takin_g out a footwall s roak o-f high &rade oxidized or-e near the 

surface next to old ·workings~ · The· main vein consisting of_ solid quartz is not 

being mined_. as it is too low grade for les.sees; it strikes N. 12., :;:. and dipe 

about 60° E, An old adit about a quarter mile to the no r theast d~s~lo~es about 

250 feet ~r workings on a vertical quartz vein averaging 2 to 3 foet ln thickneeB, 

containing some pyr-ite, abundant pyr·olusite, and somo gypsum. A lower· adit open:'3 

a J-foot quartz vein which str-ikes north and dips 48° E,; it is on o~ near an 

irregular contact between dark argillite and an ande~itic intrusive . As shown 
in the drawing, the crosscuts from the main drift are wholly or- partly in quar-tz 

which is supposed ·to be part or -·~ large vein which js represented in the main 

crosscut entry by quartz seams in wall rock. 11 

Development: Half o. · mile· or 'road has been bulldoz.ed to the quarry site, with about a 

400-foot. rise in elevat_ion. : A- quarry_ f _aoe about 70 feet long has been carried back into the 

hill. The limestone outcrop has been traced_ up the hill. Work on this quarry hus been 

tempora rily abandoned in favor of the Baxter quarries· (which see). 

Ge-olo!Q'..: The country rook 1s _met.a.sediment as indicated by .Wells, 4o. Small lenses or 

hme·stone are included in the .old sediments. The part"icular lens being opened is not on the 

geologic map, although it lines up wit.h ·the group as shown. 

The limestone has alte.rnate light and dark gray bands about one-eighth-inch wide along 

which the stone tends to cleave. Grai~ texture is medium coarso to medium fine" Inclusions 

of meta sediment are common. . The banding tr.ends N. 10° W., -'with high angle dips to the 
· nor theast or so~thweet, Bands int~~ lime~tone on tho Baxter property to the north in see. 2 

trend N, 30° E. 

· The le11s being opened on the Beeman property has inclusions or metasediment that cut 

down the availablo limestone materially. There is a fairly persistent though narrow ·outorop 

of limestone trending N. 10° W, up the hil~ parallel to the banding. Other limestone 
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outcrops east or this su~gest tha.t meta.sediment inclusions are common. The better grade 
limestone is reported to analyze 96+ percent Caco3, Exploration indicated that the lens 
had a silica content that was too h;gh for the production or "paper rock", so work was 
stopped. 

Informant: R,C,T,, August 28, ~941 and February 24, 1943. 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:8 (quoted) 
Wells, 40, 

BERTHA CLAIM {gold) Gold Hill a.rea 

Location: SE{ sec, 12 1 T, 'J7 S, 1 R. 4 "I(, 

• 11 Tli.e Bertha Claim (locally known o.s the 11 ilertha. 11 pockat), 8 miles southwest 
oi" Go~d Hill, is in the_SEi sec. 12, T,· 37 5, 1 .R, 4 fJ,, on t~e left fork or 1''oots 
Creek, at o.n elev~tion or 1600 feet bi barometer, The country rocks hero ar~ im~ 
pure banded o.nd locally schistose quo.rtzites, some limestone, and apparently small 
intrusions or an o.ndesitic type. The workings are small and now caved." 

Reference; Parks & Swartley, 16:)2 (quotad). 

BIG DU_CK CLAIM {gold) Gold Hill area 

Loc.a.tion: Center sec, 1, 1'. 37 S,, R. 4 W, 

ttThe Big Buck or Hicks claim is 7 miles southwest of Gold Hill, near the. 
center of soa,_ 1, T. 37 s., R, 4 W,, on the loft fork of Foots Creek, The 
workings are on a yertical fissur~ zone in massive bluish quartzite con~ainin~ 
somo voin quartz and sulphide or iron, 11 

R~re~ence: Parks and Swartley, 16:36 (quoted), 

BIG CHIEF PROPERTY {gold?) 
see Tiee Propertl 

Gold Hill area 

Owne~; Ge~rge E, Korns, East D. St., Gro.nts Pass, Oregon. 

Location: 2! miles west or Rogue River, via. the road on the north side of the river. 
T1ro claims, Tyee l o.nd 2 comprising 110 acres in the SE;!; aeo, 19, 'l', .36 s., R, 4 W, 

~tory: Purchased by Mr, Kerns from George JI. Young in September; 1933. Other. than 
this, M~. Kerns knows nothing or _ the past history. No production record. 

General Information: No equipment; hillside topography; dacite porphyry country rock; 
elevation 11 200 .fiet; no tlmber or wo.ter on property; Rogue River one-half mile distant 
o.nd o.bout 200 feet below; maximum snowfall 6 inches; electric power line a.bout three-quarters 
of a mlle away. 

Developm~nt: Three tunnels - one N. 26° E, 200 feot o.nd one N, 30° E. 46 feet, with a 
drift at the fo.ce trending N, 54° W, for .36 ~eat. The third tunnel trends N. 15° E. ·ror 
26 foet. The tunnels are in porp_hyry; they follow quartz stringers. 

~logy: Dacite porphyry which ha.s quartz stringers. Strike of porphyry N. 26.0 E, -, 
dips 63° to tho west, Porphyry shows considerable mango.neso and iron stain. Quartz from 
12 inches to 10 feet wlde, 

Informo.nt: J.E,M., 1938. 
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V ' ' 
BILL llYE MINE (gold) { './: Gold 1!111 areo. 

I 
Owner: Mr. Blanchin, Paris, France, (deceased); Mr. R. H. Moore, Central Point, 

Oregon, administrator since 1929, 

Locition: · seo •. 4, T, 37 S,, R, 3 w., 3 miles south of Gold Hill on Galls Creek, 
Workings cover o.rea adjacent to county road to a point half way up the mountainside. 

~: Consists of four claims; Bill Nye, Bliss, Bliss Extension, and Montana. Ao­
cording to Mr. Moore 29 acres of deeded land, and 3 claims are held by o.sseesment. 

History~ The Dee Hive Company which formerly owned the property sold out to people 
in Torrington, Connecticut, who in turn about 1,14 sold to Blanchin for $60,000. Blanchin 
was a French officer in the, first World War. 
killed in an explosion at the mine in 1929, 
property; little ~ining work has been done. 

He began development after the war but was 
Since then, Mr, Moore has had charge of the 
All the old machinery was sold~ 

According to Mr. Moore who formerly owned a store at Gold Hill, between 1907 and 1909, 
he wGighed two shipments of gold taken from this property, One was valued at $5,000 and 
the other at $7,000, The gold was reported to be all in metallic form and occurred in 
quartz f~om l! to 2 feet wide between porphyry walls. 

T~e property was described by Parks & Swartley, 16:26, under the name of Bee Hive 
Mining Company as_ follows: 

"Local name, Bill Nye Mine . 

"Office: Gold Hill, Oregon. George P. Blanchin, 37 Rue Godot de Maurey. 
Paris, France, Pres.; Frank C, Bellamy, Gold Hill., Oregon, Seo,; Rene Bordierr 
Seine, France, Treas, Capital stock, $500 1 000, par value $1.00; $250,000 sub­
scribed.and paid up, none issued, (19~6 report) 

"This company owns 4 claims, the Bill Nye, Bliss, Bliss Extension, and 
Monta~a, in sec. 4, T, 37 S., R, 3 ff., 3 miles south of Gold Hill on Galls Creek, 
about a mile nearly due south of the Braden .Mine. It is open~d by several adits 
and a vertical shaft, A considerably anamorphosed ~mpure quartzite is a common 
oountry rook; it contains abundant fine grained quartz in patches and layers, and 
abundant green hornblende and brown biotite with some untwinned interstitial and 
enclosing plagioclase,and a little magnetite; the texture is globulitic to ir 0 

regular. The vein on which the shaft is located strikes N~ 52° ; E• and is nearly 
vertical; it contains about 2 feet of quartz. Th~ main adit is about 400 feet 
long; it is on small veins and stringers near the portal, .but crosscuts to the 
northwest open a somewhat larger vein of quartz which strikes S. 60° E, and dips 
80° N,E, The oountry rook is pyritized and somewhat silicified. In the Bliss 
adit a vein striking N. 75° E. is cut off about 80 feet from the PC?rtal by a 
fault which strikes N. 30° ~. and dips about 40° S.E. Another fault in the same 
working on a level 80,feet higher produces a horizontal offset of six feet to 
the north, the fault striking N, 14° W, and dipping 55° E,, as shown in the 
illustration, 

"There is a 5-stamp mill on the property, but the mine has been idle since 
August, 1914. 11 

General: In 1940 a lessee, Emery Abel, Gold Hill, did a small amount of work and was 
reported to have removed one pocket of high-grade ore. Thirty samples taken · 1n· th~ lower 
tunnel are reported to have returned from $1,50 to $5,00 to the ton, 

The property is idle (1,40), 

Informant: Emery Abel 
R. Ho Moore 
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Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:26-27 (quoted), 

Report by: R,C.T,, February 21, 1,40, 

BIRDSEYE: CLAIM (gold) Gold Hill area 

aeported by "List of Mines in Oregon, 1939'' as containing a small vein, east of Rogue 
River, and not active, 

Informant: A,A, Walker, March 5, 1940. 

ar sHOP AND STURTEVANT DREDGE Gold Hill area 

Operatod Jus~ prior to the Murphy-Murray dredge on Foots Creok, 

BLACK GOLD CHANNEL MINE (placer) Gold Hill area 

"The Black Gold Channel Mine (8 miles southwest of Gold Hill) is on tho loft 
fork of Foots Creek in sec, 12, T, 37 s., R, 4 W, It is leased at the present 
time, In the bank is exposed about 15 feet of unst~atifled gravels, coarsest below, 
and containing boulders up to 18 -inches in diameter, Tho~e 1s very little fine 
material; the boulders, which are almost all of groens,one, are sub~ngular to 
fairly well rounded, The large boulders are handled by a derrick, Two giants are 
used under a head of several hundred feet. The gravels are forced upward for 15 
feet over an elova.tor, but tho sluice ta_kes the material 2-b f~et above bod rock, 
Tho mine pit of the present workings has an area of li acres, A large area down 
the stream has already been worked ovnr, The bod rock is slnto cut by dikes or 
ereenstone. The strike of the slates is N. 10° E,; distinct Joints run about 
H, jo 0 W, Numerous small veins are present, and have a gene r al northeast-sout hwest 
direction," 

f, A, Bates, of Gol_d Hill, Oregon, and L, M. Curl, of Albnny, Oregon, o.nd as~ooiatr.~, 
are r1ported in tho press of Oct, 15, 19J8, to have sold th, propArty to Jo.mes B. Murray of 
Rogue River, Oregon, and associates, The mine ' i~ located on ii'ootr, Creek six milos from 
Gold Hill, The new owners plan to inGtall n~w eq~1pment and conduct extensive ope~ations , 
Te s t shafts are now being sunk, The property oontains 950 acres. Portions of the placor -­
were dredged by the Murphy-Murray company, 

Reference: Diller & Kay, 09:65 (quoted). 

BLANCHE OR MAY BELLE CLAIM (gold) 

Location: sec, 2!1 1 T, J6 S,, R, .'.3 W, 

Gold Hill area 

"The Blanche or lilay Bello Claim, 2 miles · east of Gold Hill, adjoins the 
Schaffer, It is owned by Guy D, Kinney, An adit follows a quartz vein in ton­
alite N, 65° W, 250 feet, then N,. 75° W. about 100 feet, The vein is narrow; it 
dips 85° S, and contains quartz with some pyrite and chalcopyrite," -

This property, and the Schaffer Claim aro reported to be part of tho Millionaire group . 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:34 (quote d ), 

BLISS MINE (gold) Gold Hi 11 area 
see 8111 Nye Mine 
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~ BLOSSOM UINE (gold, copper, lead) Gold Hill a.rea 

Owner: Mr, L, R. Va.n De Bogart, Gold Hill, Oregon • 
. ~-.~ 

Location: 
~c·•· 

sec. 19, T, 35 

7i miles by ~ad northwest of Gold Hill on weet Pork of Sardine Creek in 

s,, R, .3 ff, 

Area_: 12 full size quo.rtz elaime held by locQ.tion. 

~.!:,.!.~o!.l: Tho property was idle for yea.re until it was acquired by the present owner 
in 1928, He cleaned out the old workings, On the wider vein which strikes N. 37G W, in 
the lower adit a shoot of ore was-encounterod and was stoped. Finally the lower workings 
weI'e connected with tho uppeP workings. About $2,000 in gold w~s produced, The property 
has been idle for tho lo.st two years. All tho ~orklngs on the voin o.re cnvod. 

"The Blos~~m Mine~ 5 miles north of Gold Hill, !sin the northern po.rt of 

sc,cs,_19J 20, T.' J5 s., R. 3 r,, nea.;:, the head of -the hft fork of Sardine Creek, 
at an elevation of about '21~00 feet above seo. leve!. An o.dit on the No Name C:la.im 

ox·~ends northwestward about 200 f.eet 1n nn andesiti!:' country rock. Tho vein strikos 
N, 37° Vl. and dips 55° tl,E,; it conta.1ns some sulphide and very little quartz, 
buing ?ostly crushed ~ountry rock. Near the face of tho adit there are two parall6l 

· veins. An !Jpper adi t (ab('ut 85 feet long) opens by means cf a raiso on the ve1no 
~ tho Blo!ii;com Claii;i t}:ie low~~ adi~.Jixten4s a.bou-t-. l.'35 foe·t N. 4o 0 ~I. as a. cr<'spcoi:,,. 

:" 4 thence drifts on the vo in about 110 l'eet. The depo s! t. strike:. N. 751) W, und dips 
~ about 8~0 S,; it consists o~ a ve!n ab<'ut !5 to 20 feet thick,!; ~h~ch one-quar~oF 

to ono ·tenth of tho rilling is quartz nnd ,;,::- c. 'J'he countl:'y ro(:k 1 s an 1111des1 tu 
r•gl"e ensto ne. '' The .ydn minerals ineluda py:,;-1 t.e, chs.lcopy:f-i te, g.:, ld, 

\ pyrrhotite (and r;phaleritr.?), w'-1:,h quar-.ti, r,!1.lrd.+e and l'f.'.,·icite. An 
; about 85 fo~t long dis~losE\:o; t!}e same depoi::1,t. w~th t,h] sn.me por,ition 
\ · on this leval the ore is thoroughly oxidit~d. 11 

galena, 
upper ad:. -,:; 
and s iz;, . 

( Gf:!ne!!;!~ Eleva ti on 2400 f Get; max1mtun c.nowfal! .3 f ::< r.t; m~untainous . to pogl'aphy; pl •.,n'i;J 

or tir.:b er and wo.t er; ~o equ.!.pm~nt o~-;ep·s m~.n,;i c. ~ 1 and s 01.•?-r·al hundred .(' e et of ro.il ~ p,· .. ·el" 
lin•i f1ve miles from property; the!'s a.~·-, '.·,; var·a'.;. 0:.d l::u~.J.~ling :; .~n vGry poo,, r,ond1t1 c~'.. 

Referenoe: Po.:··k, & Swat-'tf. ,··Y, : >:)11 'JUOt,, = }, 

BOLING AND KOSTER MINE (placer) 
seo Glen Ditch placer 

Gold Iiill e.rea 

"Ed Boling and W, S, Gilmore of Murphy in the Applegate district moved last 
week to . the Mrs. Bes~ie Anderson ranch owned by Ur. Boling•s mother located on 
tho right fork of Foots Cre~k above the Lance proper~y and _9lan to operate the 
placer mine which ror the pa.st several y~ars has . been worked by George Koster and 

Mr. Boline, t1 

Later, this'property was worked by the Southern Oregon Mining company's dragline, in 

1940. 

Informant: R,. C. T,, Fobrue.ry 21, 1940. 

~E_!!l_,: Press report, 39 (quoted), 

BONANZA PROSP~~~ (gold) 

( Owne~: Waltor Jones, Gold Hill, Oregon. 

Loco.tic ~: sec. 22, To 36 S, .• R. 4 W~ 

Gold Hill area 

Referonc~ : Ass ay reports, State Assay Laboratory, Gro.nts Pass, Oregon. 
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BONITA MINE {quicksilver) Gold Hi 11 area 

Lo cat 1 on : s cc , l .'.3, T, .'.3 .'.3 S, , R, .'.3 \'f, 

"This prospect lies between the Red Cloud and War Eagle localities in sec. 
l.'.3, T, .'.3.'.3 s., R, .'.3 W, H, s. Musson of Beagle, Oregon, is the maJorlty owner 
and Allan Mayhew holds a substantial minority interest in the property which com­
prises six lode claims. 

"Most of the development work has been done on one olaim. The ore occurrence 
bas been traced along the surface by pits for some 21 000 feet in a N.-s. direction, 
At each end of this area, drift tunnels have been run in the ore, No. l Tunnel 
runs north into the hill for 2.'.30 feet and No, 2 Tunnel runa south for 110 feet. 
No. l Tunnel will develop 150 feet of backs while No. 2 is lower and will develop 
450 to 500 feet of backs. 

11 100 feot above No. 2 Tunnel a crosscut tunnel has been run west for 180 feet 
and gives 150 to 200 feet of baoks. 

11 The vein on whi~h this work was done strikes 10° west of north, It has two 
distinct walls and is about four feet in average width, 

11 A .'.3-pipo retort has been erected but is not yet in operation so therw has· 
been no production to date~- There is one dump containing some 250 to .'.300 tons 
of ore that runs l.'.3 to 14 lbs. per ton by assay and a retort test. Another dump 
of about 500 tons is said to run i percent, 

"The camp has cabins and a bunkhouse. A 25-ton bin has been built and a 20 
by 80 foot mill building contains a lOQton mill and a J/4 Gibson concentrating 
table set up to be run by a Fordson tractor., 

nThe road to the mine is along the highway for eight miles from Trail to the 
new CCC road then along it for 9! miles and then l! miles further by mine road, 
or about 19 miles from rrail. 11 

Roferenoe; Sohuotte, .'.38:125 (quoted). 

BOWDEN CLAIM {gold) Gold Hill area 

Owners; B. A, Boyce and 'H, A, Mansfield, Central Point, Route l, Oregon. 

Location~ sec. 19, T, .'.36 S,, R, 2 W. 

11The Dowden Claim, 4 miles east of Gold Hill, is on the southeast slope of 
Blackwell hill, near the top of the grade on the road in seo, JO, T, .'.36 S,, R, 2 W. 
It has a quartz vein in tonallte, shown by an adlt now open about ~50 feet, and 
said to have extended 500 foet, and also by a shaft, where the vein strikes 
N, 75° E, and dips about 85° N, The shaft is said to be 185 feet deep and to have 
yielded free gold at 100 feet. The vein was apparently 2 to .'.3 feet thlok where 
stoped. 

"Press reports of November, 1916, state that H, H, Leonard, of Gold Hill, 
is now the solo lease holder and expected to proceed with the unwatering of the 
shaft and sampling of the workings." 

In 191n, a r eport made to the State · Assay Laboratory indicates tha t the 185-foot shaft 
actually is 198 feet deep. There are two levels off the drift. One to the wost is 110 
feet long and one to the east is 100 feet long. 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:40 (quoted), 
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Jackson county 'a Gold Hill_ Area 

BRADEN EXTENSION (gold) Gold ·Hill area 

~: fennings and Taylor {reported to have been sold to California people). 

Location: SE! sec. 27, T. ,6 s., R. J W. 

Some aot1vity but little or no produotion. 

Informant: A. A. Walker, Maroh 5, 1,40. 

BRADEN MINE (gold) Gold Hill area 

, . ._: 

Owners: Gold Ray Realty Company, Charles Ray, Medford, Oregon. 

Location: SE! sec. 27, T. 36 s., R. J '/f. 

~~ Braden' .!Une ls in the SEi seo. 27, T • . 36 s.:, R. '.3 w., at an elevation 
o\,:?50 J·eet., about 2 miles south of Gold Hill. It is at present {1!1l_J) one of 
the important mines of Jackson County. It has a 10-stamp mill equipped with a 
crusher, two 1o~root plates, 4_ Johnson v1.mners, and electr.1c motors, ono of 85-. 
horsepower being used to operate an air compressor. According to E. w. LilJegran, 
of Medford, the mine was located abo~t JO years ago by D. A. Xnott, of Gold Hill, 
who began development, treating the ores in an arrast~e~ Aft~r several transfers 
the mine passed to _Dr. James l:lraden,-,after whom it has since b,un called. It was­
sold to c. R. Ray, ~f M~dford, in 1900; seven years later it was leased to the 
Opp Mining company; it is now operated by Dr. Ray. In 1,07 the mine produced more 

than $30,000. 

'•There are several quartz veins openod by 6 adits and an incline shaft . The 
impo?'tant veins strike about N, J0° E. and dip about 25° S .E. There .are four main 
levels opened by adits at di f fe rent elevations on th e s idehill and connected with 
one another by raises and winzes. The workings h.a.ve a total length of more than 
JOOO feet, but the greatest depth reached is less than 250 feet. The l owest adi t 
(No. 6) has a length of more than 1200 feet, and has yielded considerable high L 

grade oreo 

11The country rocks of the Braden Mine are Paleozoio seditneJ:'.ltB and interbedded 
andesitos. A rook from the dump of adit No. 2 is plainly banded, some bands being 
chiefly green hornblende with some quartz, chlorite, zoisite and pyrite, and other 
bands being chiefly oaloite, or rarely quartz; it is a calcareous ho~nblende 
schist. Another sa~ple from the same adit is an amphibollte, containing abundant 
green hornblende, some pale yellow epidote, some zoisite, some interstitial plagio­
clase, some garnet, and a little magnetite. But the hanging wall of the vein under 
the incline shaft is apparently a speesartite, containing abundant hornblende 
grading from brown to green, abundant plagioolase, some zoisite, calcite, s~rioite, 

magnetite and siderite . 

UThe ore 1 s highly. qua rho se, oontaining a 11 ttle c aloi te and so me pyrite, a.s 
well as a little arsenopyrite, chalcopyrite, and galenao About 65 percent of the 
gold and silve~ is recovered on the plates and about 25 percent ls saved in con­
centrates, which are sent to a smelter at Selby or Taoo~a. Concentration is about 
in the ratio ·12 to l; the as~ay value or the ore is -$8 to $1~ a ton and Of the con­

centrate & about $25 a ton. 

"According ·to G. F. Kay: 

u;uost or the production of t?e mine ~as come , from two shoots nearly 600 feet 
apart, _on the lowest drift of the mine. One of the ~hoots extended along the vein 
in this drift tor about. 55 feet, but in a wlnza its width increased to about 80 . . . 
feetj bel~• which it narro•ed abruptly. The diraotion of the shoot was the same 
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ns that of the dip of the vein. The other shoot had a length along the strik.e . . 
of the vein of 75 feet; in a winze from it the length increased to 125 feet; at 
the bottom of the winze, which was run 200 feet below the drift, the ore was low 
grade. The direction of this shoot was about S. 50° E. Usually the best ore was . 
found along the footwall of this sh?ot, although in places the gold and silver 
were uniformly distributed across the vein, which here had an average width or· 
about 18 inches. The zone of oxidation does not extend farther than about 100 
feet below the surface, and in parts of the vein sulphide ores are found at depths 
considerably less. Along the faul~ planos the ores show enrichment. 1 

11Since the do.ta of Professor Kay•s examination of the Braden Mine another 
shoot of ore has been opened on another vein by means of an incline shaft. Tho 
vein strikes about N, 55 E, and has an average dip of about 25° S.E., with a 
thickness of 2 to 5 feet of quartz. In the lowest drift at 190 feet depth on the 
incline a second vein seems to swing into the main later vein from a direction 
about N, 10° E~ and a dip of about 35° E,; it has been followed back under the 
incline shaft and shows about 2 foet of quartz. The structure is shown in the 
illustration. To the southwest the vein seems to be cut off by a fault which 
strikes N. 27° W. and dips about 60° N,E, The drawing shows only a small part of 
the older workings, which were caved so as to be mostly inaccessible when the mino 
was visited. 

"The mill was dismantled in 1916 and a e;ood part of the equipment sold to 
S.W. ~artlett, of Aohland, to be used in equipping the mill at the Ashland Mine. 11 

Reference : Parks & Swartley 16:41 (quoted) 

BRISTOL LIMESTONE Gold Hill area 

Owner: F. I. Bristol, Rogue River, W. B. Sullivan, and Kenneth E. Hamblen, Portland, 
Oregon. 

Location: Nli',l sec. 6, T, 37 s., R. J :f.; and Sl7,\: sec. Jl, T, 36 s., R, J Tr,, north of 
the Left Fork of Foots Creek, at elevations ranging from 1,800 feet to 2 1 200 feet, The 
property is 5 miles by road from the railroad siding at the town of Rogue River . The route 
is via Pa.cifio Hwy. (U.S. 99) to Foots Creek, up Foots Creek . to the forks, up the Left Fo~k 
to road to Cervany•s ranoh. The ~emainder of tho road is not good, but passable . Grados 
are not over 7 percent, 

~: Nine placer claims, named Limestone Ho, 1 to Limestone No. 9. 

History: Property was located in 1937 by the owners, The deposit was discovered by 
studying maps of limestone outcrops and then following their trend, 

Dovelopment: The hillsides which are covered by heavy brush have been ma.de accessible 
by trails around and across the deposit. Several pits and cuts have been ma de in the limo • 
s tone to expos e the rock and permit sampling. Work has been s tarted at the south (lower) 
end of the lens in order to open a quarry floor. Some exploratory work has been done on a 
second lens a few hundred feet to the southeast. 

Topographl: S 3mi-mounta inous with very steep hillsides. The deposit is bounded 
by a hillside on the southwest end which would facilitate quarry operations. Vegetation 
cover i s principally brush of the manzanita-buokthorn•madrona type, with widely spaoed 
12- inch to 18- inch f ir t r ees. 

Geology: Country rock is Mesozoic (Triassic?) metasediments and metavolcanics, These 
r ocks were classed as greenstone by Diller (14) and assigned to the Devonian, Reinvestiga• 
ticn of paleontological evidence indicates a Triassic (?) age (Wells & Hotz, 41) . This 
series inoludes lenticular limestone th~t, in this regio~, trends about . N, 19° to 22°.E. Dip is 
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almost ~ertical. There is some evidence of an ~ast•west fault that displaces the limestone 
about 500 feat to the west halfway up the hillside. The lens is reported to be from 200 
feet to 600 fee~ wide, and over 1000 feet long. Quality is reported to be ?7+ percent 
caco3• Very little iron 19 present. 

The stone is dark colored, locally called blue limestone. It is twisted and contorted 
and somewhat foliated by shearing stresses. White calcite is found, generally parallel to 
the shear 11 nes, and there are oc casi o n_al knots or naugen•• of white c D.lci to. Some siliceous 
material is included in the limestone, a feature that is characteristic of southern Oregon · 
limestones. Inclusions of siliceous material are to be expected in quarrying. 

A second lens occurs a few hundred feet southeast of the main body. Quality is similar 
to that of the m~in body but this lens is cf smaller size. Several outs expose eood quality 
limestone. The r~ck in this second lens breaks into larger blocks than that in t he first 
lens. Probably sh

1

earing was not as intense. Field study shows that the lenses are somewhat 
larger than illustrated in Wells, 4o, and have . slightly different shapes, 

Economics: It is plannod to start quarrying li~estone at the southwest corner or the 
deposit, and establish a quarry face along the enstern side whi ch wi l l permit a t l eas t J OO. 
to 600 feet of f'ace, There is a reasonable amount or dutip space in -the creek canyon. The 
bunker is to be constructed below the quarry face and farther to tho southwost. There is 
undoubtedly a large quantity of limestone available; whether it is of the order of a millio n 
tons or more was not determined in the short time spent on t he property , The quantity , · 
however, is beliovod to be sufficient to Justify opening a quarry for agricultural and paper­
mi 11 lirne stone. J.uanti ty and quality seem to be satisfactory: qunrrying co nditions would 
be favorable for low costs,and road construction should be low in cost . 

General: Wat e r is scarce; power is on Left Fork road, a dist ance of not more than one 
m1le from quarry s ite; there is plenty of timber, mostly fir , climate is similar-to that at 

·~, .. 
Grants Pass; no data on water rights. 

References: Diller, 14 ; Well s & Hotz, 4li Wells, 4o. 

Informant: R.C,T . , January 23, 1940; February 22, 1?4J, 

BRISTOL SILICA COMPANY (silica) Gold Hill area 

~: F. 1, Bri stol, Grants Pass, Oregon. 

Location1 SE! sac. JO, T. J6 s., R. J W., about 5 miles fro m the town of Rogue River . 
·Material is trucked lk mil es over a good dirt road to U. S . Highway 99 a nd then ce 3! miles 
to the town of Rogue River, 

~: The total area is 80 acres; two claims of 20 acr os each were l ocated in t he 
NE{ SE{ sec, JO, th e SE! SE! s ec. J O is patented and held by lease, 

Historx: This deposit . wa s dis co~ered in the late 1,3o •s, It was put into produ ction 
a nd markets were devel oped by Mr, Bristol all within five ye ars, 

Topography: The deposit . lies ac ros s the top of the west s pur of a ridge between the 
l eft fork of Foots Creek and Galls Creek, The highest elevation is a bout 270 0 feet an d the 
lowe s t about 1800 feet in a distance of les s than a quarter of a mile. Th e angle of s lope 
is uniformly 23° towards the south. '!'he ge~oral contour of the de.po s 1 t 1 s such the. t oheap 
quarr y ing can be conducted progressively from the sito whioh is now open. 

Development : . Very little development work has been d one on the property• only that 
ineid~ntal to quarrying an a~ount sufficient to supply silica r equired by t he sa les depart• 
ment of the company. The deposit ha s not been sampled in detail no r has its extent been 
p r ~vod bj drilling. 
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The surface of the exposed quartz is approximately 170,000 square feet, which, based 
on weight of 165 pounds per cubic foot, would be approximately J0,000 tone per vertical 
foot or depth. A reasonable estimate of the depth of the deposit ls 100 feet, thus indi­

cating a reeerve or J,000,000 tons. 

Ana.lyses: The following analyses have been made. 

Analysis No. l Analysis No. 2 Analysis No. J 
Silica. ,a. 52% ,a.21J% ,a.71% 
Ferric Oxide .54 = • J7 Fe • 51J : .37 Fe .48 
Alumina .10 .12 .27 
Calcium Oxide ttone None 

Magna sia Trace Trace 
Phosphoric Anhydride .018 : .003 P .018 = • 00 ') P o.oa, 
Loss on ignition .80 .,6 .41 

Analyses Nos. l and 2 are by E. W. Lazell, Ph,D,, Portland, Oregon, and No. ') is by 
Lerch Brothers Incorpora~ed, Hibbing, Minnesota., 

Geology~ The deposit is an elongated body of creamy white quartz who se exposed sur­
face is roughly one thousand feet in length in a north-south direction, a.nd whose width 
averages about 350 feet. It ie flanked on its wostern margin by a body of limes-tone of·· 
undetermined extent, and its e;stern boundary is a fine-Grained dark-colored basic igneous 
ro~k which may bo classified broadly a.s ereenstone, The quartz is microcrystalline, a.nd 
1 ts origin probably is pegmati tic. It ha El b o en sub Jeo't ed to later pressure and 111ovement 
which has cha.nged its physical cho.racteristio·s by par tial meta1norphism. Evidence of 
shea~!ng action can bo noted on many or the cleavaee and fractu re planes. A thin section 
or the material showod clearly the sharp margins or the crystals under the microscope with 
no evidence or secondary silica as a cementing medium, Thero were no other minerals 
present in the thin section. Foldepars are wholly absen~, and no pyrite was observed& The 
only foreign mineral is limonite which is present i n very small amounts as 11 .e tain" a lon·g 
the surface of the shrinkage ~nd fracture planes. · This has been introduced _by surfa.oe 
~a.taps from an outside source. The cleavage planes strike uniformly N. 55° W., and dip 

General: Climate is mild; winters are never severe; oper~tions oan be carried on 
throughout the full year. 

The silica is crushed a.t tho company' o plant a.t the town of Rogue River. The plant 
is adjacent to the main line or the South~rn Pacific Railroad. At present the use o f the 
material is largely confined to chicken grit, but thero is a growing demand fo r the mate rial 
as metallurgical flux, The quartz is crushed according to specifications r eceived from th e 
purchaser. 

Informants: Kenneth Hamblen, Press Reports, Ray C. Treasher, 

Reference: Report on file by Kenneth Hamblen, mining engineer. 

BRISTOL SILICA COMPANY (silica plant) Gold Hill a.reo. 

Owner: F. I, Bristol, Rogua River, Oregon. 

Location: Rogue River, Oregon, on railroad siding across from the depot, 

Buildings: Nine bunkers, total co.po.city JOO tons, enclose d . Wa.rohouee JO feet by 
40 feet. Truck ramp. Office building. 

~quipment: , x 18 Fort Wayne Jaw crusher; 12 x 24 United Iron Works rolls; 4 rt. x 
6 rt. mill usod a s tumbler; two .J•deck 2!rt. x 5 rt. vibrating ~creens; convoyor bol t, J5 rt. 
x 16 inches ; bucket elevator, 55 reet , 8 x 5i scaloe, chutes, etc. 
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Products: Poultry grit and minus 3/8 inch industrial silica. Nine sizea co.rried in 
stock. 

Raw Material: Trucked five miles from deposit in Miller Gulch (see Bristol Silica 
report). 

Informant: F. I. Bristol, April 15, 1940. 

Report by; R.C.T. 

BUCKSKIN ~INE {gold lode, placer) Gold Hill area 

Owners: Tom Hagen and C. D. Standiford, Central Point, Oregon. 

Looo.tioni sec. 7, T. 36 s., R, 2 l'f, 

General: Reported to be the old May Belle Mine. There is a tunnel ,o feet in length. 
Surfae e cuts over a distance or 150 re et show white, glassy quartz. A small upo c ket" was 

mined. These owners have a placer claim in thew,! SE-} SW;\: sec. 7, T, 36 s., R. 2 \T, Gold 
here is re;,or-t.ed to be c<>arse and may have come from the Curry 11po cket••. No water is 
available. 

Informant: J,E,M., 1,38. 

BULL FROG PLACER Gold Hill ar eo. 

Ow~ers: E. A, Lewis, Medford; James Lothus , Ro gue Rivor, Oregon, 

L~cation: sec, 22, T, 36 S., R. 4 w., about a half-mile eo.st of the town of Rogue 
River, betwee~ the railroad and tho river. 

Genera~ ~ Recent Rogue River gravel deposits on the first terrace above the river were 
wo~ked with a steam shovel and trommel scre en in 1,J?• Water was pumped fr om the river. 
The gold was very fine and there was considerable black ~and, The operation was discontinuod 
in 19J?. Since then several people have looked over the ground and some drilling wo.s done. 
Inactive in April, 1942, 

Informants: J,E,M., February 10, 1,J9i R,C.T,, April J, 1942, 

BULL OF THE WOODS (gold) Gold Hill ar ea 

Owner.s: Mrs, Vella Hays, Gold Hill, Oregon, and Mrs. Rena Davis, Fort Klo.math, Oregon. 
Loo.sad to J, A, Clement, Gol~ Hill, 

Loc.ation: 
in the NE:,!: seo. 

On the east bank of the Rogue River abc>ut 2 mi les northeast or Gold Hill, 
15, T. 36 S., R. 3 W, 

~: 31 acres patented lo.nd. 

Histo~y: Little is known about the history of this property before. 1934. In that 
y e ar Ur~ J. A, Clement loased and operated it for two years, produoing $5,000. Mr, George 
Tulare operated it in 1,36 and 1937, obtaining no production. In th e fo.ll or 19;6 -
Mr. Clement again secured a lease and sta.rtod sinking a new shaft 50. feet SE, or the old 
one. 

Development: 100-foot vertical ehaft with 35·, 50., and ,s•toot levels, The J5• and 
50=foot levels connect with old workings; the ?5•foot level runs N, 55° w., 25 feet to f ace, 
About 60 feet southwest of the vertical sh.a ft is a tunnel which trends _N. 5° E. for 105 
fee.t and h.o.ving fl ddft s . Ar;gregato length or drifts and tunnel is . 266 feet. 
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Geology: ,The country rock is dark and basic, resembling diorite. The vein, which 
strikes N, 55° w. and dips 75° to 80° S.E., appears to be a resilicified shear zone from 
2 to 6 feet wide. Vein material, which breaks freoly from the walls, is composed of both 
quartz and country rock~ The hanging wall carries some gouge. Values extend into the 
walls, A sample cut along 25 feet of hanging wall on the 95-root level returned $1,05 to 
the ton. Samples taken on the footwall ran from a trace to $2.45 to the ton. The lateral 
extent of the vein has not been determined. Openings on the 95~foot level have not en­
countered the ore shoot found in tho upper levels. The ore minerals are pyrite and metallic 
gold, and the ore is estimated to be 50 percent free-milling. It is reported that ore r~om 
tho upper level plated $10 in gold per ton. 

f_q_uipmc~~: A 7 by 8 Chicago Pneumatic compressor is driven by a 4.,cylinder (Liberty 
truck) engine, A small Gardner-Denver steam hoist is run by airo Equipment also includes 
a cage, carj ' air hammer and miscellaneous small tools. It is reported that a two-stamp 
mill has been installed. 

~: Elevation is 11 200 feet; rolling topography; good road to property; water 
supply is about lJO .gallons per hour from the mine; very littlej if any, mining timber on 
the property. 

Informant: J,E.M., 19)9, 

BUNCr: PROSPE_C! (gold) 

Ownijri Fred Bunce, Rogue River, Oregon. 

Loc~t12,!;.: sec. 9, T, JJ S,, R, 4 \'{, 

No other information. 

CAPITOL HILL MINE (manganese) 

CARBONATE MINE (gold) 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Owners: Charles Warren and o. U. Nilesj Grants Pass, Oregon. 

Location: In Murphy Gulch 12 miles by road northeast of Rogue River, in sec. 171 

T. 35 s., R. 3 i, The last section of l! miles is narrow and in poor condition. 

Area: Thrco full claims, Carbonate, Carbonate 1 and 2, held by location . 

Hlstor'.,Y: Discovered in 19JO and operatod intermittently since. No record of production 
is available. 

g.!"':!.!...opmen"\'_: Underground development work has all been done on the Carbonate claim. 
An adit was qpened s. 26° I!:. for 70 feet and then tur>ned on a fault and was driven S, 55° YI • 

for 2J feet. It was then extended 55 feet in the dir~ction S, 17° g. Another adit now ~aved 
at the portai, . was start~d approximately 60 feet in aititude bolo~ the first adit and was 
driven about Do feet. It is estimated thai this second adit would noed to be driven 40 to 
50 feet farther in order to reach the ore found in the upper adit. At the time of examina­
tion only location work had been done on the Carbonate No. land Carbonate No. 2 claims. 

Geolo8,l: The ore deposit is a quartz vein in altered diorite. The vein has been 
faulted in at loast two places as shown in the main adit. Near the portal, the vein is 
displao:<ed about 6 feet horizontally .;i the southwest; an.d ·at a distanco of approximately 
70 feet from the portal the.vein is displaced again in the samo direction for a distance 
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horizontally of about 23 feet. At a distanco or about 50 feet from tho portal, vein intera 
sections formed an ore shoot which was stoped 12 feet in length and 30 feet above the level. 
An underhand stope of about the same dimensions was carried down below the level. Beyond 
the second fault and between it and the face, a stope 15 feet long was carried up for about 
40 feet. At the face of the tunnel another stope has dimensions of 15 feet in length and 
about 15 feet high above the level. The vein varies in width from a knife edge to 4 feet 9 

ave.raeing about 12 inches. Tho strike is S, 20° E,, dip is 80° N. The ore breaks cleanly 
from the walls and can be sorted easily. Ore is said to have as~eyed approximately $?0 to 
the ton, Approximately $8 per ton was recovered by aroalgamation. At the time or the exo.m 0 

ination, tailings wore being cyanided. It was estimated that the combined recovery would 
be 75 percent, 

Equipmen~: Mill equipment includes a 3-stamp mill, equipped with Boo-pound stamp~ 
and amalgamation plate 2f feet by 5 feet; a 4 hp. Fairbanks-Morse gasoline engine; 5 small 
homemade cyanide tanks; a small compressor which develops about 3 c,f.m. 

General: Elevation 21 100 feet; maximum snowfall 5i feet; mining timber available on 
the property; water supply is small but could be made sufficient for small operations. 

Informant: J,E.M., 1938. 

CARTINELL MINE (copper) Gold Hill area 

·Location: Center seo, 9, T. 36 s., R. 4 W. 

"The Cartinell Mine is near the center of sec. 9, T, 36 s., R, 4 w., les2 
than 2 miles northwest of Woodville, (town of Rogue River) at an elevation of 
1250 feet by barometer. An adit extends duo northwest ab~ut 150 feet and thence 
N. 55° W. about 50 feet in a fissured zone containing short offsetting lenses of 
quartz. 1Yith bunches of ohaloopyrite. The vein dfps to the northeast at an angle 
of 50° to 60°; in the weathered zone it contains malachite and azurite. The 
country rock is andesite, in which the curved cleavages of phenocrysts of pale 
green hornblende show evidence that the rock has been under oonsidarable differ­
ential pressures." 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:51 (quoted), 

CASCADE VIEW MINE (gold) Gold Hill area 

~: Ben ·Baker, Charles R, Baker, Edwin Lister, Grants Pass, Oregon. 

Location: sec. 35, T, 35 s., R, 3 W., about 1,700 feet elevation. So.m's Valley P,O. 
is 3 miles from property 2f miles of which is gra,velled county road and ono-ho.lf mile is 

tr·a.i 1. 

Are~~ 160 acres patented ground. 

Histor.:,:: The original location was made in 1902. Production in 1936 was reported to 
be valueq .at $215 from 7 tons of ore, The property was idle in 1940. 

Development: A tunnel 50 feet long; o.n underhand stope 10 rt. by 20 rt. 

Geolo~: Slate and metavolca.nics comprise the country rocks. 
wide, containing a 6-inch high-grade streak, and strikes N. 38° W.; 
high angle. Some or the gold is rreo; some is in t~e sulphidesv 

Informant: Ben Baker. 

Re~ort .et: R,C.T., February 11 1940. 

The vein is 36 inches 
it dipB northeast at a 
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CATTON ' $ CLAIMS Gold Hill area 
see Coster and Catton•s claims. 

CHISHOLM CLAI!J.S ( quic ksil var) Gold Hill area 

s~huettA reported as follows: 

"These lie in sec, 17 & 20, To .34 s., R. 2 w., and ay•e owned by the Chisholm 
Estate, The late n~. W. P. Chisholm acqulred this property about 1900 and added 
~o it f~om time to time until he held over 20 claims on both sides of a steep 
d.dge; These clo.im3 !w.vo been prospected by many pi.ts, cu tsp and short tunnels 
all of ~ha latter in the Umpqua formation though the Uay Creek Schist is only a 

short distance west. 

"The country l» wall timbered and the surface is covered w1.th the usual 
- heavy sollo The Little Jean Claim had a small stope of high-grade ore but most 

of the other exposu:es ~how only low-grade material. Total production to date 
is probably .30~.35 Has ks. At present this property as well as the Dave Foro e 
Mine is under leas, to Geo. Schumacher." 

Parks & Swartley sta~e that: 

RThis group, owned by n~. w. Po Chisholm, of Rogue River, is lo~ated in 
SEICSa 17 & 20 1 ·r, .3t1 s.i R. 2 iv. Considerable development work ho.s been done 
on this property and some high g~ade cinnabar ore has been uncovered. Some 
retorting was done during the year on ores taken out during the development and 
several flaskj or quicksilver ho.ve been sold," 

.!..\':f_e.::~~.~: Schuette, .38 :123 (quoted}. 
Po.rks & Swar-tley, 16:54 {quoted}, 
l'ardee, 21 ,_22J 
Wells & ,lo.tors, .34:55 
Wilkinson, 40:7 

Ci!!.~i!~~ .. .O~P£H Gold Hill ar-sa 

Lont~n: SE:-;\: soc, l~, T, 34 . , R, 2 IV. 

"C/)ppor- or·e h13.s been developed by adits .run by Dr. Chisholm of Gold Hill 
in Sli:~;, soc. 19, 'l'. :!4 s., R. 2 w. A cr·o sscut entry extends s. 45° E. abou.t 
.30 1'eet and thence So 6.3° E. about 170 feet through quartzitic rock,_ It doGo< 
not disclose ore. A~ 15~ feet Crom the portal a fault strikes N • .31° .w. and 
dips 55° N. ~.; it has a maximum thickness of about 18 inch~s and iontains 
fpagmen~u of quartz&~•. H~ar the fault the country rock changss from a mica­
::cious t o an ordinnr-_y cp.uirtz.it-3. There a~e two other older o.dits which shoYI 
mor~ ore. The lower and south~rn entry is in micaceous quartzite banded and 
locally contorted. About halfway to the breast a 6 to 8 inch pegmatite vein 
cross~s the ad1t, whi,h is at an elevation of 1760 feet by barometer. The 
upper adit, is about 100 feet higher; 1t discloses ore which consists of chal­
copyl'lte and a1•senopyr-1te~ Surface waters have formed some gypsum and melan­
teri ta by o xi da t.ton of th, sulphides. The ore at this mine is very int era st 1ng~ 
it oocurs in pa.~t as a p!"imo.l'y constituent of a basic igneous rock, a.nd in par·t 
as a vu1n fillinB • Tho ro~k is a norlta containing abundant hypersthene partly 
poikil1tico.lly enclon~d by plasioclase, both minerals intergrown with pyrrhoti.~ 
~nd chaloopyr1te as well as a little brown biotite, hornblende, and magnetite, 
Soroe seconda:,,,y chlorite and calcite a.re also present. As a vein filling the 
sulphides occur intergrown with quartz, whioh may fill fi ss ures or serve as a 
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cement of broken material (fault breccia) consisting of pegmatitio andesino 
with some quartz. The vein filling has been sheared since formation as 
sh.own in the illustrations (Plate V A and V B), one of whioh shows a. crystal 
of hornblende first bent so that the cleavages are sharply curved, then opened 
along the curved cleavages and the spaces filled by quartz crystallized in . 
somewhat elongated forms to fill the spaces open. The other shows vein quartz 
so sheared that it is broken into thin nearly parallel slices of considerable 
length. 

~It seems clear that the copper at this place was derived from tho norite 
magma. 11 

Reference: Winchell, 14:162-163 (quoted), 

CHaOME KING PROSPECT (chroroit~) Gold Hill area 

Owner: Sunset Mining Company; ·Bryan Conley, SaleL1 1 William Davis, Rogue River; 
and others. Leased to F. I, Bristol (1941), 

,~~~: NE,\: Jlii;\: sec J, T, 34 s,, R, · 4 W., on an unnamed creek, locally known 
as Doulde.:r Creek (f.'lows into Pleasant C~cJk),·. Elevation is approxi1nately 2,500 feet. 

History: It is reported that this prospect was worked during the first World War 
and that Vonne Brothers took out two carloads (100 tons) of hieh-gr.ade chromito. Since 
that time the Sµnset Mining Co. has located the ground. The workings caved about 19.39. 

~P.ment: The workings are being reopened, There is an open cut or trench 
about 50 feet long, 

yeo lo~: A serp_entine belt about i mile wide trends northwest through an area 
of g:r-eenstone (Diller and Kay, 24). The prospect is situated near the nort.heast 
odgA of the serpentine bel~~ Tho only chromite observed at the time of the visit was 
one two~foot mass of low-grade chromite and considerable disseminated chromite in 
serpentine, Chrome float is reported to occur ova~ the hillside. 

The locality has been prospected extensively by ~eans of small pits and cuts, 
A very few of these excavations showed pieces of low~grade chrome in the old dumps. 

Informant: R,C,T., April 28, 1941, 

Report by: R,C.T,, May 2, 1941. 

Cu M. COUPANY (quicksilver) 
see Lucky Strike Quicksilver I.line, 

Gold Hi 11 area 

61 

Pi-esident arid General Uanager, H. B, Hendricksen; Sec.~Treas. & Attorney, w. L. Grill~ 
610 ~oleman Building, Seattle, iVashington. The company secured control of the old Webb­
Tainor, or Lucky Strike mine in 1940. Some ~evclopment work was done, Title was trans­
ferred to the Pacific Syndicate early in 1942, 

Informant: R.C,T,, April j,. 1942. 

90NGOR LODE (gold) Gold Hill area 

.~--~tion: sec. 18, T • .36 s., R, 2 w. 
Located on ~edrord Geologic Map. No further information. 
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COOK MINE (plaoer) , Gold Hill area 

Location: s! sec. 13, T, 37 s., R. 4 W. 

"Tho Cook Mine near Draper about 10 miles southwest of Gold Hill is in the 
st seo. 13, T. 37 s., R. 4 W. The pay gravel is, in places, plainly stratified, 
and consists mainly of fine gravel and clay. The stream bed has been mined for 
one-fourth of a mile. The bedrock is made up of greenstone and slates cut by 
numerous greenstone dikes. It has been greatly sheared and faulted. One fault 
runs N. 75° W. and dips 31° N.; another runs N. 53° E. and has been traced nearly· 

one-fourth of a mile." 

Reference: Farks and·swartley, 16:71 (quoted). 

' COPPER KING MINE Gold Hill area 

see Mountain View Mine 

CORPORAL G MINE (gold) 

Owner: John Tulare, Gold.Hill, Oregon. 

Location: S~ sec. 19, T. 35 s., R, 3 W. 

Gold Hill area 

"The Corporal G, Mine, 5 miles north of Gold Hill, is in the southern part 
of sec. 19, T, 35 S,, R. 3 W., at an elevation of about 2600 feet above sea level, 
It is said to have been discovered in 1904 by J, R, UcKay, who took out some ore 
and sold it to Mrs. N. M.. Smith, of Gold Hill.. It was. operated under lease by 
J.E. Kirk in 1907. It is_opened by thre~ adits.on the main vein, one above 
another, on the hills;de; and one adit to one side. The adite are about 100 feet 
long and the vein has been stoped out above the upper.adits; the lowest adit was 
not open to inspection, The vein has a width of 3 to 12 inches and strikes 
S, 85° w., with a dip of 60° N, The country rook is a micaceous slaty quartzite 
~ut by andesite and spcssar~ite. Tho ore contains quartz, calcite, pyrite, 
pyrrhotite and a little chalcopyrite, bornite, sphalerite, galena, and rare free 
gold. The adit to one side of the main vein opens a parallel stringer on the 

Volunteer claim; it pinched out at 135 feot. 11 

The property is being worked in a small way each year. 

Reference: Parks and Swartley, 16:81 (quoted). 

COSTER AND CATTON 1 S CLAIM (gold) 

Location: Sil;\: tiec. 21, T. 37 s., R, 4 lf. 

Gold Hill area 

"Coster a.nd Catton's Claim, 12 miles southwest of Gold Hill, is in the SIY;!: 
sec. 21. T, 37 s., R, 4 w., on the right fork of Foots Creek, at an elevation of 
2550 feet by barometer. Al to 2-foot quartz vei~ here strikes N. 85° E. and 
dips /0° N. in greenstone. One stamp has been erected in the gulch t~ be operated 
by an o~ershot water wheel, but water is insufficient in summer timeo The vein 
is opened by shallow workings for about 25 foet. About a mile to the northeast 
near the Ni corner seco 22 an intrusion of aplite is visible for 200 feet along 

the dito.h line running around the point." 

Reference: Parks and Swartley, 16:81 (qnoted). 
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C, R, C, COllPANY, INC, (placer, gold) Gold lt~ll area. 

c. R, · C; ·Company, Inc., 710 Pl ttock ·s10 ck, Portland, Oregon;' A, M. Cannon, President; 
Abe Rosenberg, V~ce-president; Ralph Coan, Sec.~Treo.s,; A. w. Hoover, 744 N. 6th St., 

Grants Po.ss,Oregon, in cho.rge~ 

Location: On the Middle fork of Foots Creek 8 miles S. E. of Rogue River in sec. 13, 

T, 37 s., R, 4 W. Elevation 1550 feet. 

Area: 80 acres, patented, of wh1oh 15 acres ls mining ground, 

Histo!:,Y! Tho gravels on the Middle Fork or Foots Creek have been worked by hand for 
y~ars. The present company acquired the property in the summer or 1938 and built the dredge 
in September or that year, Due to the shortage or water, they were not able to s~art opera-

tions until 1939, 
' 2,.eolo&X,: It is reported that 23 test holes on the property showed an average depth of 

16 feot and an average value of 50 cents per yard. Total yardage was estimated to be ap­
proximately 400,000. About 30 percent of the boulders were stated to be over 6 inches in 
size; the 5ravels conto.imid VtJry· little clay and over1.1 ... 1·den. Bedrock consists of a blue 
dioritio rock and in some places slate. lt is rough and not easy to clean. 

Egulpment: A 3/4-yard dragline, P.&H. shovol puts the gravel in a big hopper which 
has a ,grizzly in the bottom •. 2!-inch .. material and lar5or goes to a 60-root conveyor balt 
which stacks 1t. The minus 2!-inch material goes to a sluice box, 2 feet wide by 70 feet 
long. J6 feet of Hungarian riffles are place~ at the head or the sluice box. Water is 
furnished by a 5cinch Gardner-Denvel' pump poll'ered by a. 30°hp o go.soline engine. _The gold 
is coarse and is e~iu to run oyer 900 fine, Som.e blar.k sands a.re produced and nre stated 
to run about $5.90 , to the tono Five men are employed; three to operate the plant and two 

to clean bedrpck • . 

Twelve hundred gallons of water per minute was used in the plant. 

This property was dredged by the Uurphy-Murray Dredging Company. 

Informant: J.E.M., 1,39. 

CR8SCENT-PACIF1C DREDGE Gold Hill area 

see Greenleaf .Rnnch Placer. 

CURRY POCKl!:T ; · Gold Hill area 

Ree Buckskin Mine. 

DAVE FORCE lllNE (quicksilver) Gold Hill area 

·Location: N~ sec. 20 1 To .34 s •. , R. 2 W, 

· "This lies south or the War Eagle in the northeas t corner or seo. 20, T. ifs. , 
R. 2 , • , and was at one time covered by some or the cla.ims or the War Eagle group ti 

as shown in Fig. 14. 

11The mine is well described and e. plan of the workings is given in u.s.o.s. 
Bullo! in 850 Plate 21. No additional work has been done since then. Plate n of 
pulletin 850 s hows the Umpqua- Quartz diorite contact of the left crosscut of Adit 
No. 1 o. s being 25 feet in rrom the fault, It should be 25 feet in f~om the end of 
the crosscut. It also shows the end or No • . 2 Adit as being in quartz diorite. 
Thi s is not so as the end is Umpqua formatio n but s ome 25 feet back from the end 
a small peak of the quartz diorite comes up into it and here under a flat gouee 

. ~ 
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there are colora of cinnabar in it, though Bull.atin 850 states on page 5.3 that 
the Umpqua formation and granodiorite show no signs of ~neralization whatever. 
The mine as developed doee not expose any ore whatever in the workings and the 
total production is a few flasks o.t most. The croppings on the surfo.ce are in 
a greatly decomposed and altered rock, and to Judge by pannings, may constitute 
low-gro.de ore. 11 

Reference~~ Schuette, 36:123 (quoted) 
nalls and Waters, 34:51 
Wilkinson, 40:7 

DAVIS LEDGE (sold) Gold Hill area 

~: Mrfl. 'II. H. Lydinrd, 16 Geneva St., Medford, Oregon. 

Locntioni sec. 13, T. 37 s., R. J w., on Kane Creek, 2 miles south of Revenue Pocket. 

General: A tunnel 250 feet long was driven on a ledge reported to be 3 to 6 feet wide. 
Oro was milled here about JO years ago. 

Informa~t: J.E.M., 1938. 

DISGON MINING COMPANY 
see Szlvanito Mino, 

.!!_!XIE_ PL~ 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill ar ea 

O•ne.!:_~ Dan Tr-uedell, Palace Hotel, Gro.nts Pass, Oregon. 

Dev,lopm~: Operated with 1 to 4 men; 2 giants.­

Informant:. M. E. Pool, Mo.roh 18, 1940. 

DIXIE QUEEN MINE (gold) Gold Hi 11 o.rea 

·1oeo.tion: WR! seo. 18, T. 37 s., R. 3 W. 

1tTho Dixie Queen Mine, 8 milo s southwest of Gold Hill, ts on t he left fork 
or Foots Crock in the NW! se~. 18 ; T- J7 s., R. J W., at an alevation of 1850 
feet by b~rometer. It is oponed by J adite having a total length of about 450 
feet. Th e loweat ext ends west about 100 feet and northwest about the same dis­
tance, with minor openings . The next tunnel above extends northeas t , but is 
caved at 65 feet from the portal. It is a drift on a vertical quartz vein in 
a lead 6 to 30 inches wide in a oountry rook, whloh is a calcareous argillite. 
In the upper tunnel n crushed zone dips about 75° N.E.; 1t has a thickness of 
neo.rly a foot. 11 

Rergrenc e : Parks and Swartley, 16:86 (quoted}, 

DORIS LEDGE (gold) Gold Hill area 

~: Mrs. w. I{~ Lydiard, 16 Genova. St., Medford, Oregon. 

Location: sec. 13, T. 37 s., R, 3 W. 

No further datn. 
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DUNCAN AND WILLIAMS WASHING PLANT Gold Hill area 

owners: Harry Duncan, Rogue River, Oregon, owner of the land; Torn Williams, o~ner or 
equipment. 

Location: Ward Creek, '.3 rniles from Rogue River, sec. 12 1 1'. 36 s., n. 1* w. 

Area: Approximately 7,000 lineal feet of creek channel. 

Geolog,Y: aocks of the localized area are motasediments and motavolcanics. Overburden 
is nbout 5 feet in thickness and consists of soil and angular oobblos. Larger boulders, 
up to 2 feet in thickness occur · below. The entire section is heterogeneous mixture -Of coarse 
and fine material with soil. The stream channel is narrow; water ls scarce. 

Eguipment: l~yard, Diesel Marion shovel. Wa~h1ng plant is a dryland r1e with hopp er 
about 5 feet square; Brizzly bars ure horizontal; trommel has about 6 foot oC '~ashing 
chambers", then 6'. feet of rotating tube with screens. Under-sh:& is pic.kod up by l'otating 
scoops ~n end oC tz<ommel and raisod to stef'l toxes, l foo t wi dP. and 20 fe et lonB on o.b out 
a 10° slope. · Stacker is about '.30 feet lone,- Plant on solid rubber=t-ired frame. 

Report ..!!z: R.C, T., .March 4, 1941 . 

DUNCAN PLACER Gold Hill area 
see Ward Creek Pla~er~ 

DUNROUIN MINE (gold) Gold Hill ar-ea 

£!._n_!!,r- ~ : Edward Law, Rt • .i., Centi-al Point, 0::-ogon ; C. C: , Lemmon,. 227 N. Oakdale Avonue) 
Uedford, Oregon • 

, Looation~ SW! cornor sec. 36, T, 36 s., R. 2 W. 

Acr e~§c : 34 ~cres oC patent ed homestead land, Five mile s r~om Gold Hill on th e 
Stagecoach Road to Jacksonville. 

ll1story~ The mino was reported to have pr-oducod $4,ooo in 18J7, in 1935 - $900; and 
in 1n7 - $200, 

Develo_pment_t One 25- foot shaft oavedr new 3o ~foot sha f t with 16-foot drift ; 8-foot 
winze. and sm~ll stope. 

'Geology: In the loca lity where tho vein has been opened, the wall rock is quartz 
diorite, The vein,which in plates is fro zen to the ~~!l s,is a quart z-filled f issure; a t 
s ome points gouge aepa.ratos tho vein from the ~all rock. The strike of the vein is N. 85° W.; 
dip is vertical, At a point about 25 feet east oC the shaf t, the vein is cut by a f ault 
which strikes S, JJ " W. and which has a verti~al dip, Ths ~r e was fo rmed at the intersection 
of 'the vein n.nd f ault. De sides quo.l"tz, vein minerals ll.J,'C gold, pyri t'e, and a smal 1 c.rnount 
of ga lena. A sample or ore which contained considerable pyr ite returned $1. 05 in gold and 
a trace or silver to the ton. Maximum width or the vein BY.posed in 16 inphes. About thr ee 
ton s or ore were mined at the intersection mentioned o.bove. 

~UiEment: Gibson Prospecting Mill, ama1Bamnt1on plates and corduroy. 1! hp. r air 0 

banks~llorse Engine, centrifugal pump, l i hp . eloctric motor. 

Gen eral: The quartz is hardi frae milling . 
the junction of tho vein nnd fault ran very high. 
obtained f rom the ore formed at this inte~se~tion~ 

About !-ton per day capacity. The ore at 
The total produ~ tion of this mine was 

Rolling topo8raphy; elevation l ·, 500 fe et~ mild climo.te ; no water except the 7,500 
gallons per. 25 hours th~t mine makes; no .timber on property t power line on propert y. 

Informant : J. E. W., 1~38. 
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UGLE MINE (gold) Gold Hill aroa 

Location: sec, 25, T. 36 s., R. 3 w., 
"The Eagle Mine is 6 miles northeast of Gold Hill, adjoins the Millionaire 

on the west. It ia opened by 4 shafts_ and at least 2 adits, but the workings are 
not exten·siva. 
sitio material. 

An adit reveals stringers of quartz in black arg1111te and ande~ 
Tho mine is said to have produoed some very high grade ore. It 

is now under lease, but not in operation." 

Raferen~!: Parks and Swartley, 16:88 (quoted). 

~RA _EXPLORATION~N_D M!N_~C~ Gold H:111 area 

R. R. Stev~nson, 105 Montgomery Stroot, San Francisco, 1s manager or the company, which 
ia ~sported to have acqui~ed an interest in the Argonaut Mine , 

~~~: 'Mining J~urnal, Nove~be1.", JO, 191fo.; 

Gold Hill 

.O!!r:o::-: Cha'°les Ray, Gold Hill Realty Co111pany, Medford, Oregon. 

.L.~~~-~-n..r W! 1;1.ac, 16, T • .36 S, r R, 4 'll, 

!it~!!'!!l,~~I List of Minas in Oregon, 19.39, 

area 

!.A!Rv·~~w ~M (gold) Gold Hill area 

~~{~t~o~; NW! see, 5, T, .37 s., R, .3 ff. 

"'l'ho Fai::-·viaw Clo.im, 5 miles southwest of Gold Hill, owned by Dr, c. _R. Ro.;v, 
of Msdfo:td, is in the NW;!: sec. 5, T, 37 s. , R • .3 \'i'., near the top or the ridge 
between Galls and ~·oots Cr-eeks at ll,ll elevation of _2950 feet by ba!'ollletero High 
grade ore 1s reported near the BU~faci where a nar~ow vein of quartz with a little 
calcite, pyrite, and galena st~1kes N, 50° W, and dips 7?' NoEo into the hillside. 
Very little development wopk ho.s been acao_mplished here.n 

Gold Hill area 

~-~= Wq A, Moore, Carl Cassidy, W.W. Balderee, and w. Berry, Grants Pass; mgr, 
W, A, Moors, Rout~ 1, Grants Pase. 

~~at'-~~: In SW! sec. 7, T, .37 s., R. 4 w.; on east fork of Savage Creek Road which 
extend$ tQ .& point within one mile or the property. One claim 20.65 acres • 

. H~.2£_Y.: Disoovered in 19.31f and worked intermittently since. A $1,700 pocket was 
taken out in 19J4, and a $500 pocket •as taken out .in 19.35. About -$100 has been produced 
s~nce 19'.35~ · 

Developme~!: Three tunnels have been driven and a number or open cute have been dug. 
One or the tunnels was driven S, 20° E. for 165. feet in order to get to a point 80 ~eet 
~ertioally below the place from whic,h the $1,700 pooket was removed. Either tne vein was 
not reaohed or it wa5 not re1ognized ln this tunnel. Another. tunn~l was ·driven due south 
f~r 65 feet.· It contains cr-oss•cuts a.t the face . running 8 feet west and 20 feet east. In 
the or-oss~cut extending east at a point 10 reet from the tunnel~ a winze 10 feet deep was 
11u11.k. This tunnel 11as designed to reach a. point 300 feet iaunediately below the place from 
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whioh the $1,700 pookot was removod. The third tunnel was driven s. 4o 0 ·w. along a fracture 
plane near the top of tho ridge for a .di etance or. 42 re et. 

· G~ologl: The oountry rock is andenite pQrphyry. Quartz stringers in the porphyry 
trending northeasterly sometimes contain very high-grads gold ore. In places tho rock faces 
aro covered by suporficial manganese oxides. 

General: Tw6 brake drums have been bolted together to form a small ball mill operated 
by hand. The topogro.phy ii; mountainou:;; eleva.tion or the property is approximately 'J,.ooo 
feet; mine timber is plentiful; wator for a camp or for milling would need to be devolopod; 
a srnllll amount or water' runs in the east fork of Savage_ Creak; 1na.xh1um snowfall is 5 feet. 

Info~rnant: J.E.M., 19360 

FIVE STAR PLACER Gold Hill area. 

see ~~.!.!.!.<?..£!: 

FLYING SQUIRREL (gold) 

~.!: ll:arl N. Grizzell, Gr.ants Pass, Oregon. 

Lo~ationr see. 7~ T. 33 s., R, 4 W. 

Gold Hill area 

General: Ono adit is 150 feet long. 
year 1 but the property wa~ idle in 1,40. 

Ore was mined and run through a ball mill for a 
The ore is roportod to assay $20 per ton. 

~~: Dan Woolfolk, March 19, 1940. 

GALLS CR£EK PLACER 

.9.!!.!:!!_: Vergll Lc~l1c, Medford, Oregon. 

Loo~tion: soc. 4, T. 37 s., R, J w. 

Gold Hill area 

A small amo~nt of sniping has ueen carried on in recent years. This property is re~ 
ported to havo been a~qu1red by Oregon Placer, Ino. 

!nfo~mant: J.E.u., 1,,,i R.O.T,, 1941 • 

GARFIELD lRON AND LHlE COMPANY 
see Tolman Iron Deposit 

GLEN DITCH PLACER 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Hilltory: 11The Glen Di tch mine, 15 rn1les southwest of Gold Hill, is n.ear the hoad. 
of the rig~t fork of Foots Creek. It is owned by Boling Brothers . The stream 
bed has been followed for some distance, but much good ground remains to be worked. 
T~e gravels are about 15 f~et thick." 

This property may be the same as the·Boling and Koster placer . previously reported in 
this area, 

Reference: Parks and Swartley, 16:100 (quoted) 

Informants R.c.T., April 6, 1942. 
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GLIDE FOUNDATION Gold Hill area 
see Lanco Placers; Southern Orogon Mining Company. 

GOLD BANK MINE Gold Hill area 
see Gold Hill & Bohemia. Minine Company. 

GOLD CHLORIDE PROSPECT (gold) Gold Hill area 

Owners: Jackson County. Under option to Sam L. Sandry and J, ll, Whipple, Rogue River, 

Oregon. 

Location: Nt":-k sec, 25, T, 35 s., R, 4 'll,, on Ward Creek at extreme southern po.rt of 
Riddle quad~o.ngle, . Elevation is approximately 3,000 feet, The property is 9 miles up Ward 
Creek from Rogue Riv~r by very poor, dry weather road, A tr~il on a grade of 370 feet in 
one=half mile leads to No. 2 Tunnel, 

Arca: Bo acres. 

History: Two tunnels were driven many years ago but no information is available on 
the kind or ore, value, etc, 

Develop_ment: The tunnels; .. No, 1 and N?• 2 (mentioned under "History") are 97 feet and 
188 feet lone respectively, The present operators have reopened the tunnels and retimbercd 
the portals, The surface above No, 1 tunnel has been explored by pits and trenches for a 
distance or approximately 1,000 feet alone the vein outcrop, 

Gcologr: The rook of the area is classed as May Creek schist by Diller and Kay, 24 
but Wells & Hotz of the U,S,G,S, have mapped similar rook !-mile south a3 part of the Apple~ 
eate (Paleozoic) meta.sedimentary series, The rock is somewhat banded and fine-grained, and 1 

quite qua.rtzitic in part. Strike is N, 25° E., and the dip is 60° S,E, Dip and strike are 
very persistent over the entire area. 

The mineralized zone strikes east, and dips 65° N, It is consistently 4 feet wide 
between walls, Usually there is a narrow gouee sea~ along each wall. Quartz varieG from 
6 inches to 4 foet in width. The mineralized zone including the quartz is sparsely sprinkled 
with sulphides. A few sulphide grains are to be seen in the wall rock, An oxidized zone 
about 15 feet doep contains free gold. 

neport by: R,C,T,, February 28, 1941. 

GOLDEN CROSS MINE (gold) Gold Hill area 
see Golden Wedge Uine; Trustbuster Mine 

Owner: Charl es K~ll, Gold Hill, ·or~gori, 

Location: sec, 35, T, 35 s~, R, J W. Tho property is 4i miles from Gold Hill by 
all-year road. 

~: Twelve claims held by location, recorded in 1934 under the names of Golden Cross 
(7 claims), Golden Wedee (2 claims}, and Trustbuster (3 claims), 

Historz: Trustbuster claims were staked by Ed Cooper about 1910, The Golden Cross 
No, l, 2, and Gold Star No, 11 2, 3, 4, were located by Jackson and. Hayes a.bout 1920, and 
considerable development work ws.s done, Jackson and Hayes transferr.ed the claims to Kell, 

Development: One hundred feet of tunnel on Goldlln Wedge and about 20 feet of shs.rt· 
together with a raise to the surf ace, 
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Jackson County - Gold Hill Area 

~eolo,,8l: Country rocks comprise meta.sediments and diorite, One quartz vein, 18 to 
20 reet wide, contains values mainly in sulphides and averages about $6.oo per ton, Another 

vein 1 foot wid! contains free gold. 

Informant: Charles Kell, March 5, 1940. 

Report by: R,C,T,, March 5, 1940, 

GOLDEN 5TANDARD MINE 

seo Kubl1 l.11no 

GOLDEN STANDARD J.'.lNlllG COMPANY (gold) 
soe Kubli l!.in'e 

Gold Hill area 

Gold H11 l area. 

"'l'his company ho.s 131.688 o.cres of patented land in the Galls creek mining 

district or Jackson oounty.. The property ls known o.s the Kubli mine :i.nd ls 

located in the N,W,i Sec. 5, T, J7 s., R, 3 W,, o.t 11.n elevation of 2700 f eet by 

be.romator, A narrow vein, sald to have boen very rich, is opened for about 200 

feet; it is 1 to 18 inches wide, but only l to 6 inches in quartz; the vein 
strikes about east and dips 60° -N"; The Kubl1 mill ls to the east near the bottom 

of the hill; it ho.s 2 stamps w~th triplo dischar6e, a divided plo.te 4 by 10 f eet, 
and a concentrating table, In the gully nearby thore is a small outcrop of 
tonalito o.nd o. border of contact hornblende rock, The c omposition of this con­

tact phaso is given bolow. 

11Compo sl tion of Con tac i Roe k, Noar Kubli IU 11, Galls Creek 

(S. N. French, analyst) 

, •• , 47.42 .Approximate 1111neral 

Ti02 . . . . 
i\12GJ, . . . . . 
Fe20.3• . . . . • 
FeO . . . . 
llgO . . 
CaO . . . . . . 
No.20 . . 
K20 . . . . 
H20• . . . 
H20- . 

. . . . . . . . . . 
. . . 

. . . . 

. . . . 

. • . . . • . . . . 

1.01 
20.56 
1.19 
5.10 
7.08 

14,04 
1.80 

.66 
1.36 

, 08 

100. 30 

oompoeltion 

Hornblende • , 
Plt!,8iocla.se. , , 

(Abl An4) 
I 

. . . 

"The mine is not in operation at the present timo." 

Reference: Po.rks o.nd Swartleyt 16:107 (quoted) 

GOLDEN WEDGE MINE Gold Hill area 

s ee Golden Cross Mine 

GOLD HILL & BOHEMIA MINING COLI~ ( plac ere) Gold Hi 11 area. 

see _Red Oak mino 

•11 Local ao.me, Red Oak Mine, Gold Bank, 

57.5 
42.4 

"Office: 81 9 Chambe r of Commerce Bldg., Portland, Oregon, J, 1,1, Leiter, 

Pre ~.; Samuel Weldon, Sec.; I, G, Davidson, Tr co.s., All of Portland, Oregon. 

i 
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) 
Capital stock, $100,000; par value 10 cents; all subscribed, issued and paid up. 

(1916 report). 

"This company has 80 acres or patented placer ground 3 milea north or Golden 

on Sar.dine Creek. There 1 s no acti vi -ty at the property." 

Reference: Parks and Swartley, 16:108 (quoted). 

GOLD HILL PLACERS ( dry lund dredge) Gold Hill area 

Leasers: Gold Hill Placers; M, Lo Howell and Raymond Calhoun. 

Location: sec. 5, 7, 17, T. J6 s., R, 3 w., along l J/ 4 miles or Sardine Creek 

channel from tho highway bridge upstream. 

~: T~e Company leased 1 3/ 4 miles on Sardine Creek, starting at the railroad bridge 
over Sardine Creek and, running northerly" Maximum width of gravel near the railroad is 500 
feet and at the upper ·end le 150 feet. Quantity of gravel was esth1ated to be 750, 000 

oubic yards~ 

Hi~torx: Dredging began on April 20, 1,JJ and discontinued Sept. 3, 1J40. The upper 
portion of the creek channel was narrow and only the irnrnedia.te stream channel was dredged. 

The equipment was moved to Council, Idaho. 

Equ12m~; Loraine gas shovel with a li-yard bucket. Washing plant was a dry land 
Bodinson electric washor , tromrnel was 54 inches by 21 foet with 12 feet of 3/B•inch per­
forations; 50-root swing belt stacker. At first, water was pumped from the Rogue River but 
later, the normal stream discharge was used. Plant worked 12 hours a day. 

Goneral: The gold was 860 fine. Gravel averaged 6 fest de ep o.-nd there were fe~ large 

boulders. 

GOLD HILL PLA<:Jiill§. ~ ~~V\. Gold Hill area 

These placers wer,e describe~ by Parks ~nd Swartley as covering a group on Kane Cr eek 
southeast of Gold Hill, and are not the same as the Gold Hill dredge placers. 

"The placer deposits 5 miles southeast of Gold Hill are all closely assoc!• 
ated with existing streams, being either in the present stream beds or on terraces 
not many feot above them. Uining is carried on chiefly during the wet season of 
winter or oarly spring. A few of the placers have been equipped nith dredges, 

but hydraulic mining is the prevalent method. 

"On Kano Creek placers have never been extensive, but an eleotrio dredge was 
under construction in 1~08 for use in the SEt seo. 36, T. 36 s., Ro 3 w. The 
capaaity was 500 cubic yards in a lOchour day. The power was obtained from the 
dam on Rogue River at Ray Gold; the material of the deposit is fine grained olay 
and gravel with few boulders; the bedrock is an altered slate. Sinoe 1,08 very 

little has been done on this projec t." 

Reference: Parks and Swartley, 16:108 (quoted} 

GOLD HILL "POCKET" (gold) Gold lli 11 area 

Location: sw! NE! SODo 14j T. '.36 s. ~ R. 3 w. 

"The Gold Hill "Pooke·t11 , 2 miles northeast of Gold Hill , is near the top of 
the hill of that name in ·t h~ S~i NE.t saa. 14, T 36 S., R. 3 W. , at an elevation 
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Jackson County Gold Hill Area. Jl 

of about 2000 feet. According to E. W. LilJegran, of Medford: 

"'It was discovered in 1857 on top ~f the mountain about 2 miles east from 
the town of Gold Hill. The outoropping rock was so full of gold that it oould 
scarcely be broken by sledging. The crystallized quartz associated with the 80ld 
was not honeyqombed as it generally is where sulphides have leached out of the 
rock, leaving _sprays of gold in the cavity. The gold in this pocket wont down 
only 15 feet and occurred in a fissure vein, strike about S, 20° E,; dip about 
80~ E,; with a gash vein cutting the fissure nearly duo cast and west and dippi~g 
vertically, The fissure vein averages fully 5 feet between walls with l to 2 

foet of gouge on _ the footwall, which contains some calcite · and quartz mixed with 
a little sulphide of iron, in spots containing free gold. A mass of micaless 

_granite, about 5 feet wide by possibly 200 feet long, outcrops in the footwnll 
~si~e of the \ flssure. The country rock is pyroxenite. It is said that this 
pocket produc~d at least $700,000. flt 

R~forence: Parks & Swartley, 16:10, (quoted) 

GOLD NOTg (eold, copper) Gold Hill aroa, Greenback nrea 

owne~~: Edw1n o. Crouch, Rogue-River, Oreeon, 

Looation: sec . JO, T, J3 S,, R. 3 w., in Gold Hill area, Jackson County nnd sec. 25, 
T. 33 s.,· R. 4 ii,, in Greenback area, J osephina County. Reached either via Rogue River, 
Oregon, Evans Crook to Gravo Creek and King Mt. road, or v1a Grave Creek to Greenback mine 
road and east on King Mt. road. 

~: Three mining claims in R, 4 W. 1 also mineral rights to 20 acres of deeded land 
in R, J W, 

Hlstorx.: Parks & Swartley reported as follows: 

"This mine is located on the Baker creek branch of Grave creek, 17 miles from 
the railway station at Leland and, miles east of Placer, It is owned by E. n. Crouch, 
of Grants Pass, and associates, 

"Some JOO feet or development work has been done, exposing oxidized o.nd sul ~ 
phide ores, which it is claimed run between 4 and 5 percent oopper, with some gold 
values, It is propo s ed to treat some of these ores by l eaching processes," 

.Although op·erated principally for gold ... somo copper was mined during World ' tfar I and a 
sma~l mat t e~smelter was operated for a timo. Since then all work has been governed by gold 

valu~~,-until l:J42. 

Deve~ment: There are 9 tunnels and one raise. In addition there are numerous outs 
and trenches. The property le well opened and accessible, 

Geoloe,y: The oountry rook is slate, probably Jurass1o Galice formation and some 
Cretaceous Chico f ormation. The sediments abut greenstone, locally called "porphyry", which 
appoars to be a meta-igneous rock, probably diorite. Tho sediments otrike generally.east 
with a so-uthward dip or 35° to 40°, The strike varies to N, 60° E. The sediments are soft­
ened and bleached to cleyeY. materi.als,near the surface, and some.times.are heavily iron­
stained. _ At depth, the slates are black and sheared, Faulting is common. The faults are 
usually beddinE-plane faults, A well-pronounced fault parallels the contact of the sl~tes 
and greenstone, 

The slate has been si 11o1fi ed to somo extent, The 1tgo ld veins", as expo sad are not 
true veins composed or material differing from , the country rock. They reprosent "zones,. 
1~ tho .slate that a.re identified by_ thei,t. g_old_ content ~nd ·seemingly there ls no visual 
method of det ermining the 11vein11 , About 10 feet below the surfaoo .or tho bleached -slate 
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Jackson County - Oold Hill Area 

dior1te. The cond1tion or the quarry is shown in the photog!"a'.ph fPla.to IV A). 
The rock 1s very coarse Brained a.nd hornblende is prominent. Dark &pots are 
quite rare, but a large one of sho.rp aneular outline 1s shown in a photogro.ph 
or a. lo.ree block now o.t the quarry (Plato IV B). It is cleo.rly a fragment or 
a foro1gn rock and not a segrogo.tion. This ••gro.niten is rolllo.rkably well located 
for cheap transportation, but it is said to be somewho.t unsatisro.ctory, probably 
becauao the Joints, though for the most part w1dely enough spaced, are irregular 
in spacing and angular position. The quarry was idle for some years; according 
to Pr.ofessor Ira A. \Ullio.ms, of the Bureau of Uines and Geology, it was leased­
by tho county o.nd in operation in 1?14, producing crushed rook for use as road 

"Jno.torio.l, "• •••••• 

1tTho alluvial cln,y deposits along Rogue river have been used to make br1ck 
at Tolo whore~ brick plant was built by Gold Ray Granite Company hav1ng a ca­
pacity or J0,000 brick~ day. The clay is obtained about ono mile east of tho 
plant to which it is transported by an electric trolley line. The equipment _is 
quite complete and in good oonait1on and includes not only the brick kilns and 
an up-to-date drying system, but also repressing machines and kilns for burning 
drainage tile. The brick produced horo sell for $10.00 or $12.00 o. thousand; 
tho repressed brick brine twice as much. The plant was idle duri ng 1,12 and 1,13, 
but tho company is i:cllin_g its r1_3_s_erve stock and will operate again when tho 
demand rcqu1ros it." 

Referoncc: Winchell, 14:156; 15,-160 (quoted), 

GOLD RIDGE L!.ll-lE ( gold) /'(\o? 
' 

Gold Hi~l area 

••The Gold Ridge M1ne, 4 miles south of Gold Hill, 7s in the NEJ sec. 3, 
T. 37_ s., R, 3 w., on the west slopo or Kane Creek valley, at ' a.n elevation or 

~ eot by barometer. Somo ·oxidized ore has been taken from a 1 to 2-foot. 
fissur e, which varies in strike from about north to east in an arc conc a ve to 
the southea9t and dipping ~toeply northwest. The country rock is schistose and 
weathered . Nearer tho m111 an open cut has been made on a 12-ir.ch quart~ vein, 
wh1ch strikes N. 63° W, and dips 73° s.w.; the hanging wall is an andesitic rock, 
the rootwall is sili.ceous and conta1.ns a little biotite. Tho mine ls equipped 
with a 2-stamp mill, having a plate 2f by O feet, run by a 7-horsepower gas 
englno, 11 

Roforence: Parks & Swartley, 16:10? (quoted), 

GOLD STANDARD 

see Kubli Mine 

GORDoN GO LD REC OVERY PLAUT 

~:, L. R. Gordon, Box 424, Gold Hill,. Oregon. 

Locat1on: Gold Hill, Oregon. 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

2,3 

History: Originally opened during spring of 1,40 as Oregon Ore Reduotions, Inc., to 
extract t'lour gold from black sands. Dr. T. P, Morgan of Detroit, Michigan was president 
a~d John~. Winters was superintendent~ I~ is r~ported that oo~ditiona caused the company 

· to discontinue operations. Some of. the equipment was taken over by Gordon. Opero.tlon of 
this plant was discontinued about Maroh 24, 1941, and the equipment has be en moved out. 

,, . ~' + l 
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E~uipment: Grinding equipment consists o( three mullers; one 6-foot muller with 
1800 lbs, of grinding weight; one 24-inoh testing muller; and one small muller for testing, 
Miscellaneous laboratory equipment. 

Metallurgy: The obJoot was to recover flour gold from black sands by fine grinding 
with mercury by means of a muller. The amalgam is thon retorted. Sulphide concentrates 
may be treated by the same procoss but recovery ls not·assured by the operator. 

Report by: R,C,T,, March J, 1941. 

GRANT POWELL PROSPECT (gold) 

~: Grant Powell, Murphy, Oregon. 

Location: SW! sec. J2, T. 35 s., R. J W. 

Informant: Grant Powell, 1939, 
' ' 

GRAY EAGLE MINE 
. see Lone Eagle Mine 

GREENLEAF RANCH PLACER 

~; W, L. Greenleaf, Gold Hill, Oregon. 

Gold Hill nrea 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

£po1•at~: Crescont-Paoific Dredging Company, 503 Market St., San Franoisco, 

Loc~ticiri: On the old Stage Road between Gold Hill and Medford in lot 14, sec. 35, 
T. J7 s., R, 3 w., at the Junction of a tributary from the south, with Kane Creek, 

~; Ranch area unknown; it is estimated that perhaps 25 aoros will be dredged on 
this property. 

HlEtorl: Parks and Swartloy (16:108) describe the general area under Gold Hill Placers, 
The Groenlenf property has been examined by sovoral placer companies. The Cresaent-Pnoifio 
Company made an arrangement to work tho property in ·uarch, 1942. 

Equipment: The JudsonqPactfic floating washing plantp equipped with Ainley bowls, was 
moved from .the Applesnte River to the Greenleaf property. 

Geology; The area is one of metavolcanias and metasediments; it is famous for its 
pockets. The famous Revenue Pocket, worked by the Rhetan Brothers is about 2 miles to the 
Gouth, It is presumed that the placers of the locality were dorived from the breakdown 
or Gimilar pockets. 

Informant: n.c.T.,April 'l, 1942. 

GR£EN•S PLACiR Gold Hill area 

~~: Pike property, leased by F. s. Green, Rogue River, Oregon, 

Lo')a;tion: About J miles upstream from the upper Grave Creek br-idge in s ec , 20, 
T. JJ S., R •. 4 it. 

~: Forty aores unpatented. 
\. 
ttlotori: A washine plant was set up in the fall of 1939. The operation was not 

successful. This property is reported to have been f ormerly known as Hoga_n Placer. 



r_l 

'J 
, .r ·~ 
'J 
'.J I .-

~ 
ll ,,., -· [: -.:.:1:-

.. 

., 

Ja.ckson County - Gold...filll Area. 

Equipment: Elevated sluice box, .30 inches by lJo feet, togethe_r with a. highline, 1-yo.rd 
bucket; 2000 ,f e ot of 3/4•inch and 1 - inch cable~ forty-foot gin pole; Buick automobile engine 
on hoist and a Dod~e e~gine on the pumpj a 55~c1etrnct caterpillar with bulldozer. High­
line discharges into a hopper; sluice ha.s Hungarian riffles~ «ater from Grave Creek is , 
available nbout 9 months of the year. 

Geolo~: Oedrock is ha.rd and rough slate and dioritc. Boulders are plentiful, many 
of them too large for the bucket; very little clay; eold is clean~ and is both coarse and 
fine. Concentration seems to be on bedrock, 

.!.I:.~!..~~n_t: }.tike Bri:;ht~ Traveler 1 s R~st Auto Camp, Grants Pass, O!'egon, Maren· 22, 191Jo, 

Repllrt b,t: R.C. T., l9lfo •. 

HAUPSON•S CLAIMi Gold Hill ar~a 
see ~cLemore & Ha.mpson 1 s Claime 

HANCOCK CL.\BIS (gold quartz} 
soe ~h Star grou~ 

Gold Hill area 

~; Do.vis James Hancock#_ .501 D Str·eet; Grants Po.~"; Orceon. 

Location: On Li ttle Birdseye Creek ln sea, 9, T. J7 s., R. 4 W. Five piles so~th of 
Rogue River. 

~; Four full claims~ 80 acres ¥ 

Goologl! The valley of Birdseye Cra6k 1~ made up of alluvial material. Gabbro out­
crops on tho ridee north of the creek. F~aeturing in the gabbro is ~ommon but no ~ystem 
of fracturing could be determined. No veins we~e soen. In out No. If a fracture was filled 
with about 6 inches of feldspar and quartz. 

g,eneral: Steep mountain topogr,aphy; elevation 2500 f eet ; mining timber available. 
Little 5irdseye Creek is said to run a.11 year, and shou ld ru~n!sh sufficient water for a 
small mill. UnXilllum snowfall throe fest; powoit- lines t hree miles from pr-operty. 

Informant: J,E.U., Apr!l 4, 1,38. 

HARTH AND RYAN UINE (gold) Gold Hill area 

Location: seo. 33, ,. 36 s,, R, 4 w. · 
TtThe Harth and Ryan Mine is in sec. 33, about .3 miles south of Woodville, 

(Rogue River) at elevations of 2350 to 2600 feet by barometer. It is opened 
by 4 adits, ~aving a total length of 500 foett · at different elev~tions on a steep 
mountain side, Tho lowe st adit discloses 2 crushed zones which strike west and 
dip toward oach other at o.ngles of about 7oaj they contain very littlo quartz. 
The noxt adit ia the main entry; it extends south and thon southeast for .300 feet; 
:.i.bo'ut 100 feet from the portal a vein strike.s I~. 20° E, and dips lf5° s . E~ At 
the end of a branch to the southwest a raise dlsolo~es a vein strik~ng N. 10° w. 
and dipping Boo N.; probably the same voin is found nt the faoe of the uppermost 
adit whero it oontains 6 to 12 inches of quartz. The country rock at this mine 
is a u~reonstone'', oontaining patches nnd ir-regular bands of var·ying co mposition, 
some being chiefly fine granular quartz, othors plagioolase, a nd others hornm 
blende with a few pseudocrysts or the latter mineral. 11 

Refcronce: Parks & Swartley, 16:117 (quoted) 
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IIAZ~L GROUP (gold) Gold Hill area 

~; !.Ir, and Mrs. Archie Bell, Gold Hill, Oregon. 

Location: South center secv 27 and north center seo, 34, T. 36 s., R. 4 W., on ridge 
between Birdseye Creek and next creek west. 

~!'.!._':,: 47.8 acres of pa.tented land; three claims and two fractions held by location,. 

Histori: First opened in 1916 by Dick Swa.cker who operated it until 1924, producing, 
according to report, $2,000 from one of the contact zones, Mrsv Bell acquired the property 
in 1924, not over $1,000 has been produced since 1924. Total production is thus about $3,000, 

~.opmP.nt: One cross-cut 186 feet long that intersects the andesite=poq.· ''r'Y conta~t 
at 70 feet, a 65 ~foot drift to the andesite-porphyry contact, a 1J4=foot drift to .!J lime = 
stone-porphyry contact. 

!9.,~!: One air compressor about 11 x lJ in size; one Jack hammor; dr.111 steel. 
~'ir and. pino timbei:- i-s plentiful. Enough water for a small mill has been developed. A power· 
lino is ona-half mile away. 

~o!~gz, An andesite dike is reported to cut porphyry. Both walls of the andesite 
dike contain quartz that is metallized. The quartz averages J inches in thickness, and 
ranges from Oto 18 inches. Thi gold is free. There is a limestone and porphyry contact 
that is report~d to intersect ~hJ andeslte dike. Thls contact has produced ~he best values. 
The limestone is somewhat sheared and metallization extends through thia shear zone and soma 
of the gold is 1'fr·ozen" to the 11mo.rble 11 • The limestone lens in over 50 feet thick o.nd is 
reported to be high in Caco 3. _Samplel¥ have been submitted to th_e local cernent company. 

M0i;all~;:::,1p;: The ore is free-milling. A small mill has been ercc:ted to handle the 
daoomposed roek in the limestone~porphyry zone. Ore is dumped into a 4 ft, by 4 rt. by 

20 ft, chute which serves as an ore bin. The oro goes to a Chilean mill that has 36 in~h 
wheels weighing o.bout. 1200 lbs., each. After grinding and amalgamation in the Chilean millj 
tha reject goes over a 4 by 8 ft. amalgamation plate; the materlal f~om the plate is sent 
to the dump • 

.!.:~fo.:_-~,n!; Ar•chie Bell 1 December 12, 1940. 

~.!E.~.::~.;_~l: R, C. T. , December 13 > 1940. 

.!:Q£; • S C LA II.! 

see Big Buck Claim 

HIDDEN TREASURE (gold) 
old no.me - Homestake 

.£!~..!!: R, r..·; arid G, C, Ir,rin, Rogue River, Oregon. 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

~~~; 11 The Homestake Mine is in the NW! sec, 16, T, 36 S., R, 4 \f. 1 a.bout 
1 mile northwest of Woodville, at an elevation of 1600 feet by barometers and is 
owned by Dr. c. R, Ray, of Medford," 

~nve~~~: Recent work by Irwin Brothers includes a Jl-rt • . shaft which is being 
deepened at the present time, and a. 50-ft, adit. The old Uomostake workings are not safe 
for o_ntryu 

Geolouy: Country rook belongs to th e metavolcanie aeries. The quartz is bluish and 
contains pyrite, chalcopyrite and a small amount of galena; presence of sphalerite and 
telluridcs is reported, In places sheo.red country rock adjacent to the quartz vein shows 
abundant chalcopyrite. 
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Jackson County - Gold Hill Area :a 
General: "The main entry extends northeast about 300 feet and thence northwest 
about 200 feet, crossing numerous small quartz veins and strin8ers. The oount~y 
rocks are impure quartzites and argillites. The upper adit strikes a well·defined 
qu~rtz vein about 12-18 inches thi~k, which strikes N. 35° W. and dips 35a N.Eo 
Caved ground prevented learning how far the vein was followed • . The mine is equipped 
with a 5-stamp mill having a concentrator and slime table. The ore contains pyrite, 
and a little galena and sphalerite; telluride or gold 1s reported in it, but it 
was not observed." 

Informant: G. c. Irwin and R.C,T., March 18, 1942. 

·nererence: Parks & Swartley, 16:124 (quoted), 

.HlGHLAND CLAIM (gold) Gold Hill area 

IIThe Highland Clfl,im, 12 rniles southv1est of Gold Hill, is in the Slfi: sec. 22, 

Tc J7 S., R, 4 ff,, on the right fork of Foots Creek; at an elevation of 2600 feet 
by barometaro 
owned by Cook 
zone; the old 
dip about .351) 

It was worked about 20 ye~rs ago by Fuller and Bayington; it in now 
and Swacker. The present ~orkings are confined ~o , the oxid~zed 
workings were more extensive~ The lodge is said to strike NE and 
SE.; the oountry rock is a mieaceous sandstone. 11 

Ref e rene e: Po.rks & Swartley, i6°:121 (quoted). 

HOGAN PLACER Gold Hill area 
see Green's Plaoer 

Owner~ M. N. Hogan, 214 E. Main Street, Medford, Oregon, 

Location: sec. 20 or 28, T. JJ s., R. 4 w. 
In May, 1,.38, M. N, Hogan, of Medford, O~egon, appllod for 68 second feet or water f~om 

Baker Creek and other. creeks in T. 33 s., R. ~ w., for mining purposes. This area is !n 

northwestern part or Jackson county on upper Grave Creek. 

HOLCOMB MINERAL SPRING Gold Hill area·: 

~: Thomas R. Rice, Star Route, Gold Hill, O~egon. 

Location: NW! SE! sec. 2.3, T • .35 s., R. 3 w., elevation 1800 feet. 

~: Forty acres of deeded land, originally a homestead. 

Historz: Discovery date is unknown, but it is said that the Indians visited and us6.d 
the spring before white men came to· the locality. George w. Holcomb originally homesteaded 
the property. It was sold to N. YI'. Slusser, bui it reverted to Ho loomb in 1,J.30 In 1936 
Rice purohased 1 t from Holoomb, 

Dovelopment: A shelter has been built over the spring. There are slx s~all cabins 
and a two-t.qb .bath house, The water is ~eated by a Sllla.11 wood-tired furnace. No water is 
sold. N~ wells have been drilled to develop th~!pr~ng further. 

Geology: The country-rock 1a exceedingly fine-grained meta~ediment . 
outcrops .a . short distance east of _the spring. The metasediment is cut by 

zone that trends N. 16° E., and dipB 65° SoE., and is water bearing. The 

Umpqua so.ndstone 
a s:nall rracture 
rock in the shear 

zone shows evidence or ~ydrothermal alt~ration~ it is cut by numerous ~mall stringers ot 
calcareous ,material; and it is heavil:, rnetalllzed with oulphidea. Many or the oalcai-eous 
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stringers contain fine•grnined pyrite. A small amount ot gas is given off~ ·o.nd it has a 
strong hydrogen sulphide odor. Colloidal stringers of a white material, reported ti,. b'll'·' · 

magnesia, build up on the walls of the spring, Another spring, on the same trend and about 
a mile south, is reported but it does not have as heavy a mineral content. 

it 
as 

Eoonomics: 
vas reported 
published by 

The flow of water is fairly constant at 2 gallons per 
that about 4000 baths at 50 cents per bath were sold. 
the Holcomb Mineral Springs is: 

Grains eer ~all on 

Magnesia • •••••• ·• •. · • ~ • · • 28 
6 
6 
4 
4 

Lithia. • • , • 
Sodium Chloride , 
Sodium Bicarbonate. 
Silica. 

minute. 
Analysis 

llercury about 0,06 percent. 

Informant: Thomas R, Rice and R,C.T,, November 4, 1940. 

Report by: R.C,T., November 5, 1940, 

In 19.38, 
of the water 

HOMESTAKE MINE Gold Hill area 
see Hidden Treasure 

HOWELL & CALHOUN 
see Gold Hill Placers (dredge) 

HUGHES GROUP (limestone) 
see Lively Limestone 

\ ;, : ·· 
\ 

~: J~ W, Lively, Grants Pass, Oregon. 

Location: sec, 2, T, 37 S., R, J w., on Kane Creek. 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

"This property, formerly owned by the Lively Lime Company, of Gold Hill, is 
now owned by a Mr. Hughes, of the Oregon Portland Cement Company. It is situated 
in sec, 11, T. 37 s., R, 3 W., on the east side of the south or principal fork of 
Kane Creek, 5 miles southeast of Gold Hill, The limestone is quite pure, especially 
on the southeast side of the quarry, but grades into a less pure variety on the 
northwest side, The quarry floor is connected to bunkers 350 feet away by well· 
graded track passing through a 200-foot tunnel, Overburden is less than J feet 
thick and forest cover is light. 

"It is said that much of the limestone was shipped to Salem and Lebanon where 
it was used for paper manufacture at a price of $1 .• 50 per ton, f.o,b, Gold Hill, 
Oregon, Reserves appear to be large. Equipment. inoludes track, two large bunkers 
adjacent to the county road, a 15 h.p. 220~volt electric motor, and a 6 by 6 inch 
compressor for drilling, Detachable drill bits were used in the quarry. 

"A quarter of a mile down the road the company ho.s installed o. vertical, wood~ 
fired kiln having a capacity of 12 to 15 tons per 24 hours. The operators also 
supplied agricultural limestone, The whole plant has been shut down for several 
months. 



Jackson County - Gold Hill Area 

"Analysis ot a large ohip 1a111ple (U.S.E.D. No. 8~:J) _;::lve: 

Sio2• . . 6.27 Cao • . . 
Al2D3 . . . . 0 • .59 MgO. . . 
Fe 2o

3 
. . • . : ~ 0.36 

Ignition 
FeO . Total, 

CaC03 • 92.67~ 

Reference: Hodge, 36:311 (quoted). 

HERSHBER~ER PLACER 
see Sprague Plaoer 

HUS'!'IN PLACER 
see Sprague Placer 

IMPERIAL GOLD MINES, INC. 
see Sylvanite Yine 

INTi:RPRISE MINE 

see Enterprise Mine 

IRON MOUNTAIN PLACER 

. 

52.00 
. . . . . 0.23 
loss. . . 40.67 . . . . . 100.1211 

Gold Hi 11 area 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

110n Sams creek some placer mining has been attempted from time to timet in 
gener~l with only moderate success, In 1,01 the Iron Mountain placer was pro­
duotive, in 1904 a 7·m1le ditch was c~nstruoted t~ furnish it wate~. In 1,13 it 
was reported that a farm in the lower part of the valley had been purchased by 
parties who planned to install a dredge." 

Reference: Winchell, 14;163 (quoted) 

IRWIN MOLYBDENUM PROSPECT Gold Hi 11 area 

Owners: Mrs. R, J. Shaull, G. T. & G. C, Irwin, Rogue River, Oregon, 

~: 68 aores or deeded land, 

,,11, 

Location: N~i s ec. 16, T. 36 s., R, 4 w., 0.7 miles up the West Side Evans Creek road 
and! mile west of .the road. 

History: The area was prospected for gold 1n the early days, and the gulch to the 
west was plaGered. Molybdenite ore was reoogniied by G. c. Irwin, who began a~tive pros• 
peoting in 19J7. The old Homestake property {noT Hidden Tre~sure) adjoins the lrwln 
prospect on the west. 

Topography: The property Iles on a small ridge that extends southeast from F1eldno~ 
Mt. The ridge is about 200 feet above the valley floor, slopes are moderate and c overed 
w1th heavy brush. There is little timber and no water available. The climate will permit 
all-year work. 

Development; An old tunnel, reported to be 100 feet long, is caved. An old shaft is 
also oaved. Since 1937, a 50-root cut has been excavated and numerous trenohes were dug 
over the 600 feet of vein length. 
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Only development work has been done. A quartz vein that averages 4 feet in width and 
is 600 feet long has been indicated. In one place, about 25 feet of depth ls shown. No 
effort has been made to treat any ore. 

Q!_olo_sy; According to Well!, 4o, the country rook generally is classed as metavolcanic 
exposure of whioh is shown in the main cut, Above this out and westward to the gulch, the 
badly weathered rock seems to be dloritic. West of the gulch, the rock is metavolcanio, 
which suggests that the 11diorite" may be in the form of a northwest-trending dike about 600 

feet wide. 

The quartz vein has a gen~ralized strike of N • . 45° I., and dips 30° to 60• N.E. Instead 
of being one large quartz vein, the tivein° may represent a series of anastomoslng veins, as 
in some of the cuts smaller quartz veins with varying strikes and dips are visible. On the 
hanging wall side a l2~inch layer of finely fractured quartz that contains lenses of clayey 
iron oxide. occurs, The owners call this the ngalena' vein 11. Above the quartz is ~oil. 
Deeply weti.thered "dior-ite" forms the foot.wall. 

The quartz is glassy.and very brittle. The near-surface exposures are - somewhat iron• 
stained. Moly~denite is found in plates that range from 1/8 to li inches across~ and with 
apparently random orientationc Py~ite, usually in cubes, and marcasite (?) are common sul­
phideso Chaleopyrite is not as common, and frequently it is altered to covellite (?) and 
and chaloocite (?), Copper stain is abundant. Azurite stain is quite beautiful; 1t occu• 
pios minute fractures in the-quartz and gives pieces a bluish cast. A greenish yellow stain, 
or Ubloom", which may be molybdits (molybdenum oxide), is fairly common. Gold is not common 

1/ 
alt}:lough ~ellurides a.re reported.=• . 

The principal out shows 12 inches of the ngalena vein" and 4 feet of quartz with abun= 
dant sulphides. Above this cut, other trenches and pits expose similar qua~tz containing 
molybdenite. 

Lowell reportsz "llolybdenite •••• was present as flakes disseminated in quartz. 
Rarely it was associated with patches of other sulfides, chiefly chaloopyrite 
and tetradymite. Molybd~n1te flakes are automo~ph~~ against quartz _and contain 
small veinlets of quartz, o~ chalcopyrite, or tetradymite pa~allel to cleavage 

lines." 

!nf~!:!!lant: R, C.T,, Ma~ch 18, 1942. 
"J:/ Lowell,. Wayne Ro, . pc1•scnal commu·nioation, March, 1942. 

Refer.enoe~ Lowell, 42:28~29 (quoted) 

JOHNSON PLACER Gold Hill area 

~: A. N. and George H. Johnson, Route l, Rogue River, Oregon. 

Location: Sixteen miles from Rogue River on Pleasant Creek in seoo 15 1 T. 34 S., 
R, 4 W., 

Are~ i 150 acres, patented. 

~eologx: The gravel section is 13 feet thiok with little or no overburden. The 
material contains some large boulders which are moved by hand,but very little clay. Gold 
is coarse. A highline ditch is available, but is considered too expensive to repair. 
About 4o acres of minable ground remains (1938). 

General: Present owners have produced about $4p500. Water right dates from 1862. 
Water uBed amounts to 25 oubie feet per second through lf miles of ditch giving a head ot 
25 feet. One giant is being used together with 480 feet of 8, 10, and ll~inch pipe. 

Informant: JoE.M., 1938. 
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Jack~on County O Gold Hill Ara& · 61 

JUDSON CLAIM (gold) Go 1d Hi 11 e.ree. 

Ownors, Carl J. and Catherine Palmer, Uedford, Oregon. 

Location: 5. miles east of the town of Rogue River in SEt NEt sec. 25, T. 36 s., R. 4 W. 
The road extends to within a half mile of the property. 

Area: One unpatentod lode olaim. 

Historl: Located April 15, 1,37. There has been no production. 

Development: A vortioal shaft has been sunk 35 feet. fro~ the bottom of this shaft, 
two drirts were run. One was driven due north for 30 feet and the other due south for 
15 feot. 

Geology: A vein consisting mostly of cemented wall-rock and varying in width from a 
fraction of an '·inoh to; feet occurs on a contact between greenstone and limestone, Devel­
opment work has been done generally in the rootwali of the vein. In the south drift, one 
sample was taken and returned o.44 oz. or gold and 0.2 oi, of silv~r. The strike of the 
vein is N. 8° W. and the dip is 65° E. 

General: Altitude of the property is 1450 feet; topography is mountainous; maximum 
snowfall is 1B inches. 

Informant: J,E,U., ~,,a. 

JUMP-OFF-JOE-PLACER Gold Hill area, Grants Pass a~eo. 
Bulletin 14cc, Metal Mines Handbook, Vol. II, Sec. 1. 

KU3L! UINE (gold) Gold Hill area 
s~g Gold Standard, qolden Standard Min~~ Company. 

Lor.a.~: NW,l: sec. 5, T. 37 s., .R. J w. 
110wned by the Golden Standard Mining Company, an Oregon Corporation. 

K. K. _Kubli, Pres., S.I. 4th Ave., Portl~nd, Oregon; D. n. Howell, Sec.-?reas., 
Jl4 Swd. 4th Ave., Portland, Oregon; capitalization $100,000; 4 patented claims 
on Ga lls Creek; development work only. (1937) 

11The property is known e.s the KubU Mine-and is lo.cated in the NW;t sec. 5, 
T. 37 _s., R. J w., at an elevetion of 2700 feet by barometer. A narrow vein, 
said to have been very rich, is opened for about 200 feet; it isl to 18 inches 
wide, but only l to 6 inches in quartz; the vein strikes about east and dips 
600 N. The Kubli mill ·is to the east near the bottom of the hill; it has 2 
stamps with triple discharge, a divided plate 4 by 10 feet, and a concentrating 
table. In the gully nearby there is a small outcrop of t one.lite and a border of 
contact hornblende rock. 

"The composi~ion of this conto.ot phase is given below. 

ncomposition of Contact ·aoak, Near Kubl1 Mill, Galls Creek 
(S. W. French, analyst) 

s102 • • • • • ti 7. 42 Approximate mineral 
'1'102 • • • • • , • • • • loOl composition 
AI 2o3• • • • • •• 20. 56 
Fe 2o

3 
•• . • ••• • ••• 1.1, 

foO • • • • • • 5.10 
MgO . • , • • • • • • 7.08 
CaO, 14.0~; Na.20, 1.80; K20, .66; 
H20" , 1.36; HzO·, ~OB; Tota.I O 100.30· 

Hornblende , • 
f'la.gioc l a.se, 

( Ab1A.n4) 
. . 57.5 

42.4 
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In l9'Jl tbe workings consisted ot a drift 200 feet lor.g on . the Cutter vein; e. i.,~"-"·v 
drift, a 160-toot drift along the Kubll vein, a 115-foot raise from t he No. 'J to the lnter­
mediata level, and a l2•foot win~e. 

V. E. Hu6hes and J. B. Fanohini operated a cyanide plant on the tailings during l9'J9, 
and Januar1, Februnry, 1940. About March 15 they moved t heir cyanide plant to the Bunker 
Hill {Robert~on) Mine, in Oalice district. (Courier pr ess notioe, Maroh 15, 1940) . 

Referenot: Parks & Swartley, 16:107 (quoted) 

Informants, Earl Young, 1940. 
Grants Pass Courier, March 15, 1940. 

llli££ (pla~er) 

~= Le.nee Brothers. 

Gold Hill area 

Operat!!!,: Southern Oregon Mining Company. Dr. o•Rear, Pres., John W, Co t tonj Sec. Q 
Tx,eas • . • San Francisco ; J ~ D, Bowdish, Medford, Oregon,. Superintendent. 

Looation: El~vation about 1800 feet, upper Right Fork Foots Creek probably SEi sec. 22, 
T, 'J7 s .. , R, 4 W. The pr-ope!"ty is 5 miles by gravel r o11-d to .U. S. 99 at the mout h of Foo t s 
Creek and 6 rniles of paved road on U. S. 99 to Gold Hill. Road is passable al l"' the ·year. 

Hi!tori: Parks & Swartley reported as follows:· 

"Thi> Lnnca mine, 15 miles southwest of Oold Hill, is on the right fork of 
Foots Creek, in the SE! sec. _22~ T. J7 s., R, 4 w. It is owned by the Lance 
Brothers, but is leased at present. The bank has in pl aces a t hickness of 20 
feet; much of t he material is tine. The bedro ck consists of l ens es of limest one 
in slates , whieh are c.ut by dikes of gr e'!nstone. The bed of the str eam ho.s been 
mined ror about one-third of a mile, and there is still considerable good ground 
to be mined." (1916) ~ -

There is an enormous pile of washed cobbles and ·boul ders, on which are built seve ral 
small cabins~ at what must have been the limit or f ormer operat i ons, A large , 4-foot 
t~ommel, about 10 feet long, mounted on cate~pillar tre ads is a relic ot former operations~ 

The channel wa s dl'adged to the 11 d11.m" and the 111quipment than moved t o the Hamil t on~ 
Taylor> ra.nch (Upper Applegate area) October 1, 1940. The channel was narrow and it.-.. wa s­

impractical to mine farther up stream. The dredg111 operators began setting up in December, 
19)? . Operations c onsisted of clearing, constructing a st orage dam for water supply, and 
instan;ng pi"pe to t he washing plant, and mining a po rtion of the "rim'~ and a sni.all portion 
of the ahannel. 

Topogr.!.f.1?.1: Narrow mo untain gulch; the dredgeable channal i s a bout 150 yards wide. 

Geolo~: Bedrock is porphyry and ' medium hard. Ther e are many large boulders, some 
large enough to st op th e bulldozer. Ther e is considerable clay. Bould ers and cobbles are 
subangular and the channel ~fill looks . like slide or mud0 flow debri~. The gold ls about 
50 percent co arse and occasional $6 nuggets are found. Fine gold i s t hat gold which is 
smaller than a 11ringe r" ( a "ringer " is about a J e 1mt pi o c e). The gol d is usually ro ugh 
and frequently sticks to quPr tz a n~ is undoubtedly npoo ke t" gol~. Recovery is. estimated 
to be 95 percent of th e wa shing plant head·s . 

Equipmen~: 1-R.D, 8 bulldozer, 1-yard Marion Di e se l shove l , Bodinson dry bank plant 
on skids, 47 KVA g•nerator. 
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£.!!}&ral: Water rights are leased with the land. Water 1s sufficient at present but 

supply is uncertain, 

!nforman1~: J. D. Bowdish and R.C.T~ 

,!!!Po~~~: R,C..1., October 3, 1940. 

~ne~~ Parks & Swar-tley, 16:139 (quoted), 

LAST _CHANCE Gttvlil' (placer gold) 

see J:.o ss~!'..J'la~. 

E!n_e_t i s. Ax-t.hu::- Eastbu.~n, Rogue Rivel:", Oregon, 

Gold Hill area 

£,_~~t101~: ~n Uppe!' Grave Creek, in scofl. 11 ·and 15., ~·. 33 s. P R. 4 W. 

~!,!8;.1 260 aores hel-d by pla~-e.'!' lo,:,ation , 

Equi.E,m~.i;~: Consists of a No, 1 and Noc 2 Giant with 1500 feet of 8 to lO~inoh pipe, 

Eighty to l!O ya~ds mined pep 12-hour shift. 

p;_n~2a~; 'l'l"O m'?n are e_mployed and z-ecovery of 23 cents per yar-d 18 l"eport,ed; October 

to Jun, opa~ation; thera are two water rights, totaling 10 eubio feet per sotond, from 

Boulder and G~av• C~o~ks. 

LAS1' C:HAHCE .Mltlg (gold) Gold Hill al"ea 

"The Lo.at Ghant£ Mine, 3 ~iles south of Gold Hill, on 0~11~ Creek, is in the 

NE;!: Sf.,. J)., ·r. :~6 S,, R, 3 w. Over the divide from the B)('·f.dtn en the slope of 

Galls C:.·!>fk .• e.t an ele.ve.tion of 1800 feet by bar<omet.er. rt 1B opr,ned by an adit 

extond1ng ahout 250 fe3t nea~ly dg& east, whioh disoloses an lrPegular quartz v~in 

6 to 30 iriches thkk. Neai:- t,he br-east the vein st.rtkes N. 74° W. ond dips about 

15° N,E. the count,':"y t•o ,7- k is a t.ina erained e.nde,1te o}onta!n1_ng 1101!18 se(londal'y 

chlcrite and cal~ite. A 2-s~amp mill ha~ J~st been installed, wh~ah ls equipped 

~1th the Per-k~yplle dev,o~ to re~olv& the stamps; !t has a U by 8 foot plate and 
electr1o powar.n 

Refer:~n,:;a: Pa?-ks & Swar,tley,. l6rlJ9 (quote~), 

"-
LAST CHANCE l'_ROPER'.fY.: (gold) Gold Hill a!"ea 

0!fner.=.: · Al'·thur Waggner and associates, Gr·ants Pau, Or·ogon, 

Location: On L'a.st Chane& C!'·e~k on Gt' 68n Mountain, 18 miles north of Weimel'j in seco 17, 
T. 33 S. 9 R, 4 We 

Ar-e.~: ~'OU!" unpatente d lode o laim11 known as Last Chanoe and Last Chs.nc e No, l ~ No. 'L 1 

and No. 3, 

,!?.:yelopmen.t: Onl3 op~n cut 38 feet long with a 9~foot fao11 was excavated on the Last 

Chance. One tunnel 150 feet long was driven on th~ Last Chance No, l. Two cuts, each about 

30 feet long weu made on Lo.st Chanr,e Ne. 2 and No,. J, 

g_eo)2,m::: The ve1ns cto1>ur along contacts betwe&n limestone, porphyry, and serpentineo 

.!,r,fo_rm11:_n~: J, E, Lio, 19 38, 



] ;:; 
I 

11 
,, 

( 

l 
1! 

11 

1t 'i ~: 

:I 
;1 

11 
ii 
fl 
i! 

J( i ., 
.! 
' I 

I l 
!t' I 

) 

l 

l 
j. 
,· 
i 
~· 
! 
~ 

]' 
! 

t 
I 
j 

i 

]· l, 

I 
'i 

l 'I 
11 

t. 
. ii 

11 
fj 
i 
' l .. 
i 

1r-7 

/ I if 

f" I . , '"' ,.: 
: .. i •• 

I 

]"" i 1-\, 't- • 

. ;.;,:, ~ 

l '' ,.,_ .. 
•!"'~ l, 

~L;.. ~. -

LEACH & BURKE PLACER 
se1 Magerle Placer 

LU MANGANESE 
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seo Neathamer Manganese; Capitol Hill mine. 

Hodge (3 8:7) reports as follows: 

Gold Hill e.rea 

Gold Hill e.rea. 

11 The pro party in the NW,l: of sec. 6, T. 35 S., R. J IV., under lease to 
Horace F, Leo, consists of 160 acres, on which there are severe.l manganese out­
crops. The manganese is a replacement in quart~ite and was derived from rhodonite. 
lt is vary sil~ceous and of doubtful ~alue as a mange.nese ore, The outcrops range 
from 206? to 2520 feet in elevation, and were opened up in searoh of gold, The 
rock on the dumps looks like fine manganese ore, hut when fragments are broken, 
the mange.nese is revealed as only a superfioial coating on quartzite. The dip of the 
que.rttite is about 25°. N, 60° East. 

11 The beet showing is on ~he ridge where the manganese ia lower in silica. 
The manganese would have to be hauled 11:5 miles to Rogue River, then loaded into 
freight cars and shipped 306 miles to Portland by the Southern Paoifio lines. 

"The four-pound sample across the best manganese, from one to two feet wide, 
on analysis yielded: 

~ 
S102 3.3. 8 J 
Fe 2o3 "). 79 
P205 

34.29 Mno 
Undstermined 22.09 

100.00 

Moisturo 1.66 " 
Pardee (21:223) r eported on a property that is identified as the same one described 

here. He called it the Capitol Hill property and reports as follows: 

"Tho Capitol Hill prospect 1a on the homestead of J, W. NeathaMer, along 
Evans Creek, about 12 r.1les by road northeast of Rogue River station on th& 
Southern Pacific Railroad. The depo s its are tabular or thin lenslike bodies 
5 feet in maximuM thickness. one is exposed for a length of 20 feet and a depth 
of 10 feet, and another for a length of 100 feet. They occur along the bedding 
of steeply tilted pre•fertiary slaiy rocks and cons;st chiefly of quartz and 
rhodonite, Near the surface more or less ~f the rhodonite is changed to oxides, 
and the superfiolal parts of the deposit contain a small amount of ore." 

The State Department report is as follows: 

"~: The SE! of sec, 6 is owned by Jesee Neathamer; the Ek of the SW! is 
government property, 

"Location: West center seo, 6, T, 35 S., R. 3 w., on hill north of the Evans 
Creek road. 

"Hi story: It is reported that the Oregon Manganese Co, whioh worked on Coyote 
Creek mined ore at this deposit and stook-piled it along the road, No ore was 
shipped, however • 

"Geology: The depoiit is in the May Creek schist (Devonian?) (Diller, 24) which 
is eonsidared as part of the Applegate series by Welle and Hotz (Welle, 40). 



' f 

{ 

( J\ 

J 
l t ~~-,. . 

Ja~kson County - Gold Hill Area . 

These schists contain lenses and bands of manganiferous material, usually 
·rhodonite~ The rhodonite has weathered at the surface to manganese oxides . . 
which frequently assay rather high in manganeee, but also contain rather 

high combined ·silica. 

"This deposit is of the weathored rhodonite type. When chunks of black 
oxide a.re brokenf the pink rhodonite usually shows within the specimen. 

"The principal deposit is near the top of the "mountain'' at an elevation 
of 27oov3000 feet~ and about 1500 above the highway. There is no road and no 
trail to the deposit, Surface excavations constitute the only development work. 

"Cone l us1~.!!!, ~ .The mountain side has showings of manga.ne se ox1de associated with 
~hodonite. Some "ore" has been mined and piled at the roadside. No conclusions 
as to the width ·,of the ore body, or its size could be obtained from the meagel' 
workings. The presenoe ~r rhodonite practically excludes it from economic co~· 
sideration at this time. 

"Informant.~ Trea·sher, 4/8/41, 11 

Ref er-en,H s: Hodge, 38 :7 · { quoted) 
Pard~e 21:221 (quoted) 

LENHERT 1 ~LACER 

Locntio.!l: 

~-11:1~~,!-.t ' 

LIBERTY ASBESTOS 

Libbey & ot.he!"S 42 :21_.(quoted) 

Welh, 4o 
Diller, 24 

see. 7 or 8, 'l' D 35 s., a. 3 w. 
M. E. Pool, March 18, 19400 

see .14.Ji~ Water Propo~~ 

No 

9wner: Mrs. Flora Winsenberg, Azalea, Oregon. 

Gold Hill area 

fulfthu2" do.ta~ 

Gold Hill area 

85 

Location~ sec • .36, T, 32 s. 9 R. 4 w. From Azal.ea. t.he pi··opert.y 1.: res.ched by way of a 
County Road up Cow Creek 18 ciles in length: thence over a Forest Service road 7 miles longr 
thence 2f miles by traii', The Junction of the Azalea County r•oad u.p Cow Cret!k is J7 miles 

north of Grants Pass. Elevation of the property is 4500 feet ~ 

~! 640 ncres of patented land. 

Hist~~ Amphibole asbestos was discovered on this property se~eral years ago. Some 
developmeQt work was done and several efforts were made to market the asbestos. During the 
present war emergency a scarcity of white, ironz free, fibro~s tremolite a sbectos developed 
and certain s~mples of the material on this property were found to be of satisfactory grade. 
To insure a suitable shipping product, it is necessary to select the mined asbestos with 

great c~re. Some shipments have been made . 

Dev$loprnent: At least five pits ho.ve been dug and one tunne l 100 feet long h·as been· -· 
driven • . All of these openings exposed asbestos, but not all of the asbestos 19 of a satia­

factory gre.d1. 

GeoloBJ.~ According to Diller and Ka,y {24), the rock expos ed on Oedar Springs "oun~ain 
is · 11.ll serpentine , Detailed fi.el.d -wo.rk, h.o:r~vl:'r, .ahowe, that 110:ne localized ai-eaa ex.posed 
rocks which would be classed as metavolae.ni~s. These rocks conta!n ~onsiderable py~1te, 
and have been subjected to !ntens• fracturing which ahoYs a gene~e.lly northeasterly trend. 
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Slip fiber nsbestos hns developed along some of these fracture planes. A considerable ~art 
or the a sb e sto s 1 s brittle, but in plao ea whero the fracture zone widens, a 11kidney11 of 
flexible fibor may be found. Prospecting for suitable shipping grade consists of following 
along rruoture planes until one of these _ 11kidneys 11 is found. Poss1bil1ti1111 of developing 
considerable commeroial fiber are good • 

General: A cabin has been built on the property and a flowing spring is nvailable for 
camp water supply. 

LIKEN 1 S PROSPECT (gold) Gold Hill a.rea 

11 Liken 1 !l Prospect is near the SWi soc. 2G, T. 36 s., R. 4 W,, about 2 miles 
south of Woodville, at an elevation of 1850 feet by barometer. A crosscut-entry 
extends. southeast about 100 feet and thence a drift follows the vein about 40 
feet. In the breast the vein is vertical and contains only 2 to 6 inches of quartz. 
The dump shows fragmonts or white vein quartz frozen to the country rock and oon­
ta1n1ng a little pyrito and a metallic mineral which m9.Y be a telluride. The 
country rock is a 11greenstone 11 similar to that at the Harth and Ryan J.!ine." 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, · 16:141 (quotod). 

LILLI~~ (gold) 

Own~r: A, C. Bell, Gold Hill, Oregon. 

Location: sec. J3, T. 36 S,, R. 4 W, 

Info~mant: List of Mines in Oregon, l?J,. 

LITTLE JOHNNY (gold) 

~: Riohard Kelf, Gold Hill, R.D. no, 1, Oregon, 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hi 11 area 

Lo.:ation: soc. 28, T, JG S,, R • .3 If,, Just above county road on Galls Creek. 

~t ·40 acres, deeded land, purchased trom Jackson County, 

Doveloprnent: 800 teot of workings included in two tunnels and 4 ·w1nzes. Th e . winzes 
were full of water when inspection was made, and some of the tunnels were unsafe~ 

Geology: The country rooks are granite and meta-igneous rock. T~e meta-igneous rock, 
as well as quartz stringers and some of the granitoid rook is impregnated with pyrite, and 
a little chalaopyrlte. Mr. Keif states that tellurides are present. 

~quipment: 20-hp, gasoline oompressor, 2 Jack hammers, JOO foot of light rails, 
!•ton car, 2-inch hand pump. 

' Genora~: The owner believes the ore deposits on this property are extensions of those 
of the adjoining Bra.den Mine. Considerable more work is neoessary in order to prove a 

, . relation between the _deposits of the two propertie s . 

Informant: Riobard Keir. 

b{ ; i, Report ·bz: R. C. T.; February 20, 1,lf o. 

LIVELY LIME COMPANY 

f_~!i~ , ~' seo Hughes Group ~. 
Gold Hill area 
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LIVING WATER PROP~RTY Oold Hill area 
see Liberty Asbestos 

LONE EAOLE MINE (eold) 
see· Gray l!':agle 

Gold Hi 11 area 

2.f__erator: Leased to John To Breeding, Rogue River, Oregon •. 

Location: SE! eeo. 29, T. 35 s., R. 3 w., on the aast side of Left Fork of Sardine 

Creek. 

General: "The Gray Eagle Mine is 1n the SE.\: sec. 29, T. J5 s., a. 3 W,, on the 
oast side of Sardine Creek, at an elevation of about 1850 feet above sea level, 
6 miles northwest of Gold Hill. 

"The vein is opened by three adi ts on the hi lls1 de; t he main a.di t is nearly 
400 feet long, over JOO feet being on the vein, which is chiefly quartz and 9 to 
12 feet thic,k. It strikes abdut N. 70° E, and dips 70° N,W. Beneath a. fault, 
which strikos N. 60° w. and dips 34° N,E,, but produces. little_ offset, the vein 
is locally J5 feet in width, it is ~aid to carry $22 a ton in gold at this place, 
where a winze ho.s been sunk 85 feet __ deep, and a raise extends to the surface. 
The workings are shown in the figure. The vein is associated with an andesite 
dike in recrystallized quartzite, The Gray Eagle Ulna is now owned by 
Mr. Van Ho l.lten, o ! Gold Hill. It is equipped with an aerial tramway fr.om the 
main o.dit to a 10,stamp mill on Sardine Creak, which has a ;O~horsapower and 
lO~horsupowor ·gasoline engine, two amalgamating plates, each 4f by 10 reet, a 
rock crusher, and t'lfo concentrating tables, The mine has been idle since 1911. 11 

( '- John Breeding· ha.'e been working the property successfully in a .small 'lf&y during reoent 
ye~re. 

( 

~~~ R .c . T., March, 1,42~ 

Rerorence: Parks & Swartley, 16;111 (quoted). 

"LONE STAR (placer) Gold Hill area 

-~: H. B. Scl.ltt, R,F.n. Box 102, Rogue River, Oregon. 

Loco.tian : 17 miles north or Rogue River on Pleasant Creek in sec. 101 T, 34 s., 
R. 4 IJ. 

.A.!:!!: 160 acres, 80 acres or ~hich is patented ground. 

Hist~!l : The present owner knoTs very little concerning the record or past p~oduction. 

General: This is a. hillside operation; contains no boulders but considerable red 
material; granite bedrock. Operations in 1938 indicated a recovery of abol.lt 25¢ per yard~ 
Altitude ls approximately 1600 feet. Snowfall is about 3! teat maximum. Equipment consists 

~ of & No, 1 giant and 1000 feet of 11-inoh pipe. Owner has a water right oonaisting of 28 
seaond feet rrom Pleasant Creek and no~rby gulches, A ditch 4! miles long allows 150 feet 
ot head. The avorace working season is from November until May 15. 

Informant~ J,E.M., 1938. 

LOtlG ~RANCH (qu1oks1lver) 
see Sagar and Hull, 

LoC1at1on~ seo. 24, T. 34 s., R. 2 w. 

Gold Hill area 
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Geolo~: Schuette reports as follows: 

"Another property ln Sec. 24, T. 34 s., R, 2 w., ls that of Sa.gar and Hull. 
This ls on the oppo~ite side of Evans Crook from the far Eagle. Years ago a 
60~foot tunnel was run and a 40-foot shaft was sunk. The water issuing from the 
tunnel is strongly acid like that of the War Eagle mine and the ore on the dump 
is - similar to its hea.vy iron sulfide-cinnabar ore. 0 

Ile~~· Schuette, 38:127 (quoted) 

Gold Hill a.rea. 

Ownerr A. A. Thomas 

Mining and Contracting Roviaw, November 30, 1937, reported: "A, A. Thomas has 
acquired the Lost Cabin Mine and ha.s started development." 

No further data. 

LUCKY BAllT GROUP Gold Hill area 

~: Urs. Hattie H. Beeman, 4115 S, E, Francis Street, Portland, Oregon •. Leased to 
J, T. Breeding) Box 2~2, Rogu~ Rivor, Oregon, 

~-~~: In sections 29 a.nd 30, T. 35 s., R, 3 w., on Sardine Croek, 5 miles from 
U.S. 99, and 7 mil9s northwest of the town of Gold Hill. 

Ar~.~ Exact information concerning area is not available, but total area is estimated 
to be approximately 230 acres. The property includes ten unpatented mining claims and 
certain pa.tented ground in eeco 29, described as lots li 2, and 5. 

~l.:.J~· The property har. been worked intermittently since 1916 by Mr. Bee~an and by 
lessees, No record of production is available. Since 19J6, the ground has been leased to 
ltr. Breeding.,. who h

0

as driven a. cro ssuout tunnel 80 feet long in order to intersect the vein . 
Near the point of intergection or tho tunnel with the vein, a section of the vein 60 feet 
long by 30 feet high has been stoped . 

~~~, : Parks & Swa.rtley (16) described the property as follows~ 

"The Lucky aart Group, 7 miles northwest of Gold Hill, includes 11 claims 
in sec. 29, 30, T. 35 s., R. 3 w., at elevations ranging from 2200to 2900 feet 
above ~ea level. The chief claim was discovered a.bout 1890 by Joseph Cox; it 
is now owned with the others by J. H. Beeman, of Gold Hill. Ac~ording to the 
owner, ore has been mined from 5.ve~ns. on the group, a~l of t~ero striking nearly 
east and west. At one of tho adits about a quarter mile west of Sardino Creek 
a vein of quartz 6 to 24 inches thick strikes east and dips about 80° N., thus 
being roughly parallel with the side hill here as a "blanket vein, 11 The country 
rock here is argillite and quartzite. The ore is sa.id to be of high grade in 
tho oxidized part of the vein, According to Kay: 

'"The veins on the Lucky Bart Group have· an average width of less tha.n 2 
feet; tho country rock is metamorphosed sediment, mainly slates and mioaceous 
quartzites. Tho general strike of these rocks in this vicinity is somewhat east 
of north; the dip is to the southeast and is usually at fairly high angles . The 
tot~l amount of ore that has been milled exceDds 141 000 tons, which gave values 
ranging from $4,80 to $100 a ton of free milling ore. The ore from the Lucky 
Bart Claim carried an average of 3 percent of sulphides, which· ran from 4 to 8 
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ouncos or gold t~ the ton and a like amount of silver. Nine tons or ore from the 
deepest workings of this claim were shipped to the taooQffl- smelter nnd gave return~ 
of $1;0 to the ton. Practically all the ores from the group have been treated 
at a mill on Sardine Creek. At the Yours Truly Claim, where work is now being 
done by J. £. Kirk, the •orkings conslst_or an entrance tunnel or 75 feet to the 
vein, 100 feet of drifting on th~ vein, and a shaft of ;O feet. The country rock 
ls a mica slate. The vein has an average wltlth or about 1 foot and runs S. 85° r. 
At the end or the drift there are two veinlete or 8 inches and 4 inches 1n width 
:'nd aho a small seam. i'1thin the •orkings thero ls evidence of considerable 
fault1n8; the directions of the fault planes observed were somewhat east o~- north • 
Mr, Kirk states that the voins carry more sold adJaoent to the fault planes than 
elsewhere. Tho ores of the Yours Truly o.re highly o::ddized and carry an average 
value of more than $JO to the ton.• 

"A ,!:rnall outcrop of "gran1te 11 -was observed Just north of the point where 
the Lucky Bart Vein seems to cross Sardine Creek in sec. 29. 

,..llTfi'ei''7mTrfa'·-'i1Vitq'i:i.fpp'a'lJ,~<'f'f.f;'f4['l"F'GG:.ip'.l'J'iYF'oit"sii:rdlne'.:"ci'eek;' at an e le va tl.o n 

of about 1900 Coat abo~e sea level. It has a boiler burning wood, a 2} H,P. 
engine, a plate 4 by 11 feet, and a Johnson canvas covered table for concentration," 

General; Maximum snowfall is about J feet, timber is available and there is sufficient 
water from Sardine Creek for a s_'!l_all ml 11, ~li':t'ch0-oon.si stsr·ci:fll'•f,iye•_,1000 .. pound; stai:ipsV and 
one amalgamation plate; feet by 4 feet. A four cylinder Chevrolet engine supplies power. 
Gold runs approximately 722 fine. The proportion of gold value lost in the tail1n6 ls not 
known. 

~"~"'" Informant; J, E, Mi1'if?'.W~ ... -· 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:144 (quoted), 

LUCKY STRIKE MINE (quicksilver) 
see Pacific Syndicate, 

Gold !!ill area 

LUCKY TO 'lt:LL (copper) . Gold Hill area 

"This mine is located in sec. 28, T. J; s., R, 4 w., about 16 llliles from 
Leland up Grave Creek. This property has only a small amount of development work, 
which shows small massea . of ooppar sulphide in serpentine somewhat similar in 
general nature and association with the country rock at the Queen of Bronze in 
the Waldo District. A small shipment of copper ore was made from this mine in 
1915.n 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:145 (quot ed). 

MAGl:RLE: PLAC ER Gold Hill a.l'ea 

~: Carlos Uagerle, Rogue River, Oregon. 

Location; In sec, J6, T. J5 s., R, 4 W., on Ward Creak approxi mate ly 7 miles from the 
town of Rogue River, 

History: The pit was started by Magerle a number of years ago. Magarle 1 3 holdings 
now include ·the Leo.ch & Burke placer, a. short distance upstream from the present Magerle 
pit. 

ilavcl'Jpment: 
tributary to Ward 

);. i1• 

;l~ ._ p~~oer.-· 

An area of about 2 o.ores ha.s bean pi ped at the mouth of a small canyon 
Creek. A small amount of hydraullo work waa dona on the Leach &t~urka 
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ounces of gold to the ton and a like amount of silver. Nine tons of ore from t he 
" deepest workings of this claim were shipped to the Taooma smelter and gave returns 

-· ·, of $130 to the ton. Praotically all the ores from ~he group have been treated 
at a m1ll on Sardine Creek. At the Yours Truiy Claim, where work is now being 
done by J. E. Kirk, the workings consist or an entrance tunnel of 75 feet to the 
vein'~ 100 feet of drifting on the vein, ~nd .a shaft or .30 feet. The country r ock 
is a m1ca slate. The vein has an average 1ri"tlth of about 1 foot and runs s. 85° W. 
At the end of the drift there are two veinlets of 8 1nohes and q i nches in width 
and also a small seam. 'ifithin the workings there is evidence of considerable 
faulting; the directions or the fault planes observed were somewhat east of north. 
Mr. Kirk states that the veins carry more gold adJacent to the fault planes t han 
elsewhere. The ores of the Yours Truly ~re highly oxidized and carry an average 
value of more than $.30 to the ton. 1 

' 11 A small o·utcrop of ngra.nite11·wa.s observed Just north of the point where 
the Luoky Bart Vo1n seems to CJ:'OSS Sardin,e Creek in see. 29 • 

"The mine is equipped with a 5•staznp mill on Sardine Creek, a.tan elevation 
of about 1900 foet above sea . level. It has a boiler burning wood, a 2! H.P. 
engi no, a. plo. te ij by 11 feet, and a. Johnson canvas covered ta.bl e for cono entration, 11 

General: M~ximum snowfall is about 3 feet, timber is avai l able and there is sufficient 
wa.ter from Sardina Creek for a small mlll, which consists of five l OOOupound stamps, and 
one a.malgamation plate 3 feet by 4 feet. A four cylinder Chevrolet engine supplies power. 
Gold runs ·approximately 722 fine. The proportion of gold value l ost .i n the tai l i ng is not 
known. 

Inrormant I J.E. M. , 1938. 

Reference: Po.rks & Swartl ey, 16,144 (quoted). 

LUCKY STRIKE MINE (quioksilver) 
see Pacific Syndicate, 

LUCKY TOVELL (copper) • 

Gold Ilill area 

Gold HUl area 

11This mine is located in s ec. 28, T. 33 S., R. 4 W., about 16 mile s from 
Lel and up Gravo Creek. This property has only a small amount of development work, 
which shows small Qa ss;s _of copper sulphide in s erpentine somewh at s imilar in 
general nature and as s ociation with the country rock at the Que en or Bron ze · in 
tho Waldo District . A sma.11 shipment of copper ore was made from this mine in 
1!)15.n 

Ref eJ:"ence: Parks & Swa.rtley, 16: 14 5 (quoted). 

MAG£RLE PLACER Go ld Hill area 

~: Carlos Uage r le, Rogue River, Or egon. 

Location: In sec. 36, T, 35 s., R. 4 w., on WaJ:"d Creek a pproximately 7 miles f rom the 
town or Rogue River. 

History: The pit was started by Magerl e a number of years ag o. Magerl e• s holdings 
now include ·the Leach & Burke placer, a short distance upstream from the present Magerle 
pit . 

Davclopment: An area of about 2 o.ores ha• been pi ped at the mouth of a small canyon 
tributary to lo.rd Creek. A small amount of hydraulic work was done on the Leach & Burke · 
placer • 
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90 Or~gon M_1,tal Mines Handbook 

Geology: The bedro o k seems to be part of the Applegate (Paleo zo i o) metasediments 
according to !Yells & Hotz (41). The placer deposit bank shows _about ten feet of subangular 
boulders not over 1 foot in diameter, covered by about 10 feet of reddish soil overburden •. 
Information concerning tho concentration of gold is not available. 

Eguiement & General: Water is taken from Ward CrBek, which is dammed at the upper end 
of Magerle•s land. About a half mile ~f ditch gives about 50 foet of head. Water is not 
plentiful and mining season is short; the Ward Creek dr~inago is small and doos not include 
much "snow ooi...ntry. 11 One giant has been used. 

Informant: 5, L. Sandry, February 27, 1?41. 

Roport bli R.C.T., February 28, 1,41, proper~y visited. 

MAMMOTH LODE (copper) Gold Hill area 
(has also ceen callod Mommouth Lode) 

Owners: Fred Walther and Daniel G. ·poppa, Trail, Oregon; Dr. Alfred B. Peacoc~, 
Marshfield, Oregon, 

Location: In Nl't,t soc. 28, NE,l: sec. 2,, T, 32 s·., R, 2 'If. (Trail-Tiller road to 
Divide Guard Station; turn west on road to Railroad Gap 4 miles, then left hand fork J miles 
to road marked 11Momrnouth Lode," the~)i miles \o the mine portal.) 

~: Six claims. 

Develo_p_~en~: Ono shaft in ore 28 feet deep, One adit, approximately 160 feet long, 
It penetrates the hill for about 100 feet at an angle to the strike of the lode. The loft 
drift then parallels the strike and at 20 feet the~e is a raise 1 18 foot long, in ore. The 
drift continues in tho footwall. On the right a c~osscut extends 25 feet to the vein. 
Several prospect pits and outs have be~n excavated whioh indicate a lineal extent of ltOO 
feet on the deposit. 

Gaology_: Country rock is May creek schist (Wilkinson: 41), a.s defined by Diller and 
Wilkinson but may belong to the Triassic (?) metavolcanio series as defined by Wells. 
D1or1te is exposed to tho west. The rook is mainly hornblende schist; secondary mica and 
chlorite are abundant in spots. The flow lines and rnaJor Jointing trend approximately 
N, 30° E., and dip 45° to 55° southeast. Some faulting is evident; the observed displace~ 
ment ranges from a fe~ inohe~ to several feet. Sulphides are common in the sohist. 

At least two quartz veins ~re exposed by the pits and tho ad1t. They ~arallel the 
cleavage of the schist o.nd average a foot in width. The quartz veins are broken by Joints 
at right angles to the strike of the veins. Supplementary small quartz veins nro broken 
by Joints, and quartz strinsars ocou~y · Joint planes. At one place, small red Barnets are 
abundant. Sulphides a.re prosent but not abundant and some gold !s reported. 1thAther the 
quartz veins and strinsers are of pre=fault age, inJeotod during the epoch of ,faulting, or 
are post-fault in age could not be determined from the ~imited exposures, 

The ore is a ohlorite- mica schist in which sulphides, principally chalcopyrite, have 
been de'posited. Metallization is not distributed uniformly. Mass es of solid chalcopyrlte, 
up to 2 inches in diameter, are found in knots or bunches th~oughout the ore .zone. Dis~ 
seminated sulphides are common in the country rook adjacent to the OF.'O body. Assays .re,, 
ceived by the o~ners indicate an average 4.5 percent coppe~ withi~ the deposit together 
with some gold and silver, The ore minerals seem to have come in parallel to the strike 
or the foliation of the schist, and particularly in the zone or chlorite~mica sahiat. 

Lowell (42) reports "••• •• ohalcopyrite is th e only copper niine ral present • .- .... 
the . mineralization took pl~ce in the meaothermal zone, 11 
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The deposit seems to have a fairly well-defined footwall. The hanging wall 1s not 
exposed underground. The total width of ore 1s not exposed, but in the adit the deposit 
has been crosscut for a distance of nine feet. Relationships at the surface suggest a 
width of from eight to ten feet, 

Equipment: A 4 x 6 Dodge crusher that crushes to l•inch size; a ball mill, made of 
true k rims, 2i ft,. by 2 rt., cn.rl'y ing a 200-pound lo ad of balls, with a homemade plunger 
feeder; the mill Cl'UShes to minus 20 mesh; a three quarter size· concentl'ating table with 
an Esterley .head motion; a Fahrenwald pneumatic flotation cell, not used, The mill is 
powered with a Chrysler automobile engine. Hand tools are used underground. 

Genel'al; Water is scarce, but is available 1000 feet below in the gulch, The adit 
is reasonably dry but shaft above makes considerable water. The property contains mer­
chantable fir timber. Snowfall reaches a maximum of four feet. The road from Divide is 
being improved and . gravelled by a loeging company, Treatment by concentration appears to 
be essential for commel'cial.operation, The property warrants further' development. 

Informant: R.C.T., June 27, 1941, revised September 23, 1942, 

Report bl: R,C,T. 

Reference: Lowell 42:22·24 

~IELD UlNE (placer) (washing plant) Gold Hill area 

Owner: William Mansfield; property is being purchased by H.-R. Warner and C. G, Hoover, 
Central Point, Ol'egon. 

LC1e.11.t1on: Center of sec. JO, T, J6 s,, R, 2 if,, Just south of U.S. 99, about J/4 mile 
west of the railroad ovol'crossing. 

Araa: Sev~nty-two o.nd one-half ·acres, patented land. 

History: This is a famous "pocket" eountry, and the surrounding hillsides are pock 0 

marked with tr enehe s and shafts where po a ket-hunters have ·.rorke d, It is reported that as 
high as $5,000 has been to.ken from some of the shafts. The Millionaire mine is Just over 
the hill to the southwest, The property has never been placered, 

R.!!.e lo ement: A washing plant was erected, and a small amount of shovel work was done 
on the creek bed, 

Geologl: The gold is rough and probably is pocket gold, It varies in size from ex0 

tremely fine to quite coarse, and 1s scattered throughout the soil cover, No particular 
concentration occurs on bodrock. Depth to bedrock is from 3 feet to 6 feot; no boulders 
8.%'8 present except in an old channel. There is a fairly high proportion of clay ·and mud. 

This is not the usual type of southern Oregon piacer ground, The soil material is 
reported to contain "colors" from the grass roots down to bedrock, The soil contains some 
rocks and boulders that are not wator-worc. L!ost of the larger rocks a.re· quar.tzose and 
may have come .from the dumps of the early pocket-hunters. The gas shovel struck one place 
where a piece of quartz containing an abundanoe of free gold was picked ·up. The opera.tors 
believe that the decomposed motavolcanics bedrock iontains ~uwe free gold. The area is 

classed as metavoloanios of Mesozoic (7) age with granodiorite outcropping one-half mile 
to the northwest. Locally, bedrock is .C?alled slate, gl'eenstone, and porphyry. No true 
porphyry, o~ greenstone, was seen, but the resilicified metavolcanic rook has rude slaty 
fracture; some portions are more massive. Seams of a highly silicified rock, or perhaps 
dark 0 colol'ed1 smoky quartz, trend southeast through the area and these and other ·rocks a.re 
cut by white quartz stringers at every conoe1vable angle. The 1rh1te quartz 1s vuggy and 
small quartz crystals are oocmon, lt is this quartz that is reported ~o carry the gold, 
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O~~gon Metal Mines Handbook 

Tho workings or the early pocket hunters suggest that the ttore-shootstt rake to the 
northwest, ~uartz soams from 3 to 5 inchos wide are exposed, with as many as five in a 
shaft. 

The mechanical washing plant operation was abandoned in early sum111er or 19;40. It is 
reported that the property was tested by Portland interests but no further information was 
obtainod, 

Equipme'l!: Two~yard hopper, disoharging to a trommel 5 ft. by 15 ft., having 1-inch 
and one-half inch holes with an area 3 inches by~ inch between holes. Power is provided 
byBuiok automobile engine, The sluice box is 2 rt. by 100 ft,, with Hungarian riffles, 
mesh screen, wooden riffles, etc,, burlap is laid under all riffles. Included are a 
Lorrain 35 gas shovel with a !-yard bucket; two dump trucks; six-inch pump with Buick 
engine, 

Informant': H. B. Warner, March 23, 1940, R,C,1',, March 23, 1940. 

Report by: R,C,T. 

MAPLE GULCH PROPERTY (gold) Gold Hi 11 area 

Owne!:!: C. !J. i/arren and F. T, Heath, Grants Pass, Oregon. 

Lo~ation: sec. 27, T, 34 s., R, 3 W, 

~: Six olaims, located January, 1936, 

Development: Ten shallow open cuts. 

Geo l<i,&,Y i · · A quartz vein contai nins a smal 1 amount of feldspar and hornblende oc ours 
in granite,_ Ti~ber is abundant but no water is available. 

Informant: J.E.M., November 20, 1937, 

M~Y.BELLE CLAIM Gold Hill area 
see Blanche Claim 

MAY BELLE MINE Gold Hill area 
see Buckskin, First Hope Mines 

MCLEMORE AND HAMPSON•S CLAIMS (gold) Gold Hill area. 

11 McLemoro and Hampson•s Claims, 7 miles southwest of Gold Hill, are in the 
SEf see, 7, T, 37 s., R. 3 .W., on the left fork of Foots Creek; they report a 
vein of quartz 6 to 16 inches wide carrying free go~d, pyrite, pyrolusite and 
galena. 11 

Reference: Pe.~kG & Swartley, 16:152 (quoted) 

MC MAHON 1S CLAIM (gold) Gold Hill area 

11Mc!Jahon 1 s Claim, about 6 miles southwest of Gold Hill, is in the NW;t SW{: 
Geo. 6, T, 37 .S,, R, 3 W., on the left fork of Foots Cre ak, at an elevation or 
1850 feet by bnrometer. Here a qunrtz vein about 18 inches wide strikes N, 55° W. 
and dips a.bout 40° H,E., the dip inoroasing somnhat with depth, It is opened .by 
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MILLIONAIRE MINE (cold) Gold Hill a.rea-

Ownnr: Rogue River Development Co,, John rr. Morris, Route 2, La.Grange, Illinois, 

!,ocation: Yrt sec. 31, and Slf} svr!-, Nlf,\: Sl'f,\:, Sl't',1- NIT,\: seo, JO, T. 36 s,, R, 2 lf., and 
El seo. 36, T. 36 s., R, 3 w. 

trea: 720 acres of patented homestca.d a.nd mininB claims. 

History: Parks & Swartley (16:153) are 4u~ted as follows: 

"The 11.illionaire lline~ 4 miles enst of Gold 11111, is in SW! seo. JO, T. 36 S ,, 
R, 2 w., on nearly lovel ground, at an elevation of 1730 feet, as mea.sured by 
aneroid ba.rometer. It is opened by 2 vertical shafts, the deeper one said to be 
400 feet de~p, with levels opened a short dista.noe ea.oh way at eaoh 100 feet. The 
vein strikes E. and dips about 60° N.; there a.re J veins reported to be nearly 
parallel, all 4 containing quartz !1th pyrite and rare galena a.nd ohalcopyrite, 
,Two more veins are said to strike north and dip east; these contain onloite, 
quartz, pyrite and n minera.l roeembling sylve.nite. The oountr;r rook consists of 
~ark.a.rgillite with bands of andesitio material. The other shaft (called the 
Johnson) is probably on the same vein; it is 120 feet deep and has a crosscut 
to the vein at a depth or JO feet, Here the vein contains 2 to J feet of quartz 
with some fault gouge and a little manganese. It strikes s. 72• E. and dips 
65° N., but it is ~tapped north going down so as to give a smaller appa.rent dip 
(a~out 60°). About 600 feet along the ~trike of the formation (N. 20° E,) there 
is a small outcrop of limestone and an old kiln. A fragment of limestone was 
round on the Johnson shaft dump. The .Siskiyou tonali te outcrops about a 101le to 

_ ~-~.° __ northward, and may ext.end under this region. 
---- ----- ---- - - -----· -

"Tho Millionaire mine is ownod by tho McKoen Ha.tional Bnnk, or Torro Ha.ute, 
Ind. It ls equipped with a mill which ha.s nover been operated, a.lthough subu . 
stantiully comploto and in good condition. Tho mill has 2 Nissen l500•pound 
stumps with circula.r disoha.rgo and 2 10-foot a.malgama.ting plates1 lt has a rook 
crushor and a. Standard conoontra.tlng table. Tho mine has been idle for oeveral 
years, 11· 

Slnco the a.bovo roport, the mine was purchaoed by a Mr. UcKoen, · about 1,20. Work was 
startod oust of the Milllonalro shafts. Asha.ft was sunk and a crosscut driven to conneot 
with tho old workings. McKean died and tho property wa.s sold to a Mr. llnberly. Work was 
discontinued in the oarly 1920 1 s, About 1938 t~o mine was pumped out and a careful exam• 
inntion was made. Mr. Morris a.cquired tho property shortly thoreafter, The proporty is 
inactive (1941), 

nevolopmont: 4000 feet or drifts and crosscuts; 3 shafts, respectively 400 foot doep, 
262 rcot deip, and one incline 200 foet doep, all or which intersect the 200-root lovel. 
All ~orklngs aro under water. 

Geology: According to \'/ells:J9 a~d l'fells:IIO the principal country rook ls cietavolcanio 
with somo metasodiment on the west. Rfck on the mine dumps indicates meta.vo~ca.nic material 
that ls badly shoo.rod, and out by qua.rtz voins, The motavoloanios and quartz a.re, 1n plaoaa, 
lmproannted with oome sulphidos, Throe omnll lim,stono lonses are notad. Ono is in tho 
!i~;l Si(r soo, Jl a.nd apponrs to bo f!,,bout 600 root long (width undetermined),. Another, about 
150 foot 1011G, is Just north of tho nowor mill, trends.tt. J0° ~. and appef!,,rS to be narrow. 
It is reported that the sumo lons was cut by undorground wor~ings 150 root below. The third 
limestone outcrop is in the S1~ S~! sec. 36 where it is exposed on a hillside a.bout 250 feet 
abovo tho vnlley. It appears to trend N. 30° E.~ and to be 100 foet wide, No longth 1~ 
indicated as it lo oonoeuled by dense brush._ Reports indicate .a high Caco3 content, In• 
sufficiont \Tork has been done on the limootono to permit any eat11na.te or tonnage, 

Equipment: An 1811 by 16 11 oompound compressor; an electric hoist; water reservoir 70 tt. 
by 70 rt. by 10 ft. Po~er is brought to the p~operty over a l•mile pouer line. Thare are 
7 buildings, most of them 2 to q roe~ ~ab1ns, 

ncrerencos Park, & Swa.rtley, 16:153 (quotad) 

.!_~r~: J, W. V.orris; A, A. Lewis; R.C.T. 

Roport by: R,C.T., Novembor 28, 1940 and November 18, 1941. 
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Jaok~on County - Gold Hill Area 

an incline shaft about 75 feet deep, and a drift runnings. 55° E. a.bout 50 feet 
ending in a winze 30 feet deep.11 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:152 {quoted) 

MCTIMMONS PLACER Gold Hill area 

Location: sic. 1,, T. 33 s., R. 4 W, 

• 11James Petticore, Grave Creek, has applied for two seaond feet or water fro~ 
1,!ud Sp~ings, tributary to Grave Creek and t,ro seoond · reet !'ro!Q Cold Springs, 
tributary to Quinnes Creek, in Josephine County, for niining purposes,11 

(Mining & Contraeting Review, Deeember 21, 1937) 

MCTIMMONS PROSPECT (gold) ' Gold Hill area 

Owner: ·Mr. McTimnions, 

Location: see, 19, T, JJ s., R, 4 W. 

Oeneral: It is reportod that this prospect has been worked by UcTimmons and associates 
durinll summer months. A shaft 45 fa.et deep has been sunk. Ore is said to average -l~.5., 0.zs •.• 
gold to the ton. Equipment consists of a 16~ton ball mil l , a concentrating table, and a 
small compressor. 

Informant: Don Woolfolk, March 19, 1940. 

MEDFORD REDUCING & REPINUIG COMPANY 
seo War Eagle Mine 

MILLIONAIRE MINE (gold) 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill are11. 

Owner: Rogue River Development Co., John~. Morris, Route 21 LaGrange, Illinois. 

Location: wt sec. Jl, and SWi swt, NW! sw}, swt mrt sec. 30, T. )6 s., R. 2 W, p and 
Ei seo. 36, T. 36 S,, R. 3 W, 

frea: 720 acres of patented homestead and mining claims. 

Historl: Parks & Swartiey (16~153) are quoted as follows : 

nThe llillionalre Mine, 1l miles east of Gold Hill, is in SW;!: seco JO, T. J6 S ., 
R. 2 w., on nearly lovol ground, at an elevation of l 7JO fe et, as mea sured by 
aneroid barometer. It is opennd by 2 vertical shafts, the deeper one said to be 
400 feet de~p, with lovols opened a short distance each way at eaoh 100 feet. The 
vein strikes&. and dips about 60° N.; there are J veins report ed to be nearly 
parallel, all 4 containing quartz ~1th pyrite and rare galena and chalcopyri t e, 
Jwo more veins are said to strike north and dip east; thes~ contain calcite, 
quartz, pyrite and a mineral re~embling sylvanite. The count ry rock oonsists of 
dark argillite with bands o! andesitio material. Th~ other shaft (called the 
Johnson) is probably on the same vein; it is 120 feet deep and has a crosscut 
to the vein at a depth of JO feet, Here the vein contains 2 to J feet or quartz 
with some fault gouge and a little m~nganese. It strikes s. 72• E. and dips 
85° N,, but it 18 stepped north going do_'li'n so as to give a a111all_er apparent dip 
(ab.out 60°). About 600 feet along the .e-trike of the for111ation {H. 20° E.) there 
is a small. outcrop of limestone and an ol~ kiln, A fragment of l111111stone was 
found on the Johnson shaft ~ump. The Siskiyo~ tonalite outcrops aboui a rolle to 
the northward, and 1118$ extend under this region. 
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Oregon Metal Uines Handbook 

"The Millionaire mine 1s ownod by tho McKean National Bank, of Torre Haute, 
Ind. It is equipped with a mill which has never been operatJd, although sub~ 
stantially comploto and in good condition. Tho mill has 2 Nissen 15oogpound 
stamps with circular discharge and 2 10-foot amalgamating plates; it has a rock 
crusher and a Standard concentrating table. The mine has been idle for several 
years.•i-

Since the abovo report, the mine eras .purchased by a Mr, lfoKeen, about 1920. Work was 
started cast of the Millionaire shafts. A shaft was sunk and a crosscut driven to connect 
with the old workings. McKean died and the property was sold to a Mr. Uaberly. Work was 

disoontinucd in the oarly 1920 1 s. About 1938 th·o mine was pumped out and a careful exam• 
ination was made. Ur, Morris acquired tho property shortly thereafter. The property is 

i nae ti ve ( 1941) • 

Devolopment: 4000 feet of drifts and crosscuts; 3 shafts, respectively 400 feet deep, 
262 feet deep, and one incline 200 feet deep, all of which intersect the 200~foot level. 
All workings are under watbr, 

Geology: According to Wells:39 and \Yells:110 the prinoipal country rock is mctavolcanio 
with some metasediment on the west. Rock on the mine dumps indicates metavolcanic material 
that is badly sheared, and cut by ~uartz veins, The metavolcanics and quartz are, 1n places, 
impregnated with some sulphides. Three small lim~stone lenses are noted. One is in the 
S&i S'ri;~ sec, 31 and appears to be ab_c;,_ut 600 t'eot long (width undetermined),_ Another, . about 
150 feet long, is Just north of tho nowor mill, trends _H, 30° K. and appears to be narrow. 
It ls reported that the samo lens was cut by underground wor~ines 150 feet below. The third 
limestone outcrop is in the 5','(~ Sa'i sec. 36 where 1t is exposed on a hillside about 250 feet 
above tho valley, It appears to trend N. 30° E., and to be 100 feet 1vlde. No longth is· 
indicated as it lo concealed by dense brush. Reports indicate a high Caco3 content. In ­
suffioiont work has been done on the limostono to permit any estimate of tonnage, · 

Equipment: 
by 70 ft. by 10 

An 18 11 by 16 11 compound compr,essor; an eloctrio hoist; water reservoir 70 ft. 
ft. Power is brought to the property over a 1- mile power line . There are 

7 buildings, most of them 2 to q rno~ ~ab1ns, 

~erenc.2_: Parks & Swo.rtley, 16:153 (quotlrd) 

Infer~: J, w. Morris; A, A. Lewis; R.C.T~ 

Report by: R,C.T., Novembor 28, 1940 and November 18, 1941. 

MINERAL UINES, INC, Gold Hill area 
see War Eagle Mine 

MOSSER PLACER GQ.'°,u Hill area. 
soo Last Chanco Group 

MOUNTAIN KING MINE (quicksilver) Gold Hill area 

.2.!!!.!!:: \Yostern Mineral Products Co., J. ~,. Deemy, president, 13ox 228, Vanoouver, 
Washington. 

Location: In sec, 36, T. 34 s., R, 3 'N., on Ramsey Creek, ·a tributary of Evans Creek. 
The property may be reached vi a Crater Lako Hwy, from Gold Hill (State 234), thence 7 miles 
up Sam' s -Creek, of which 2 miles is priva te roa d which is impas sable in we t weather. 

~: 920 acres, 
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Jaekf.lon r._ounty - Ooli:f Hi_J_l_A._!"-e_E' • .._. ___ ~---=-------J........,.5, 

H1st2!_l.= 11 The .L{ountain King mine is owned by J. R. Hayes, of Detro! t and is in 
sec. 36, T. 34 s., R. 3 Tl., 18 miles north,~-'-i-;t of Woodville on the Southern 
Pacific Railway or 12 miles northeast of Gold Hill. The property consists of 
800 acres of patented land. 11 

The present operators began opening the old mine in 1940~ A 25-ton Herreshoff furnace 
was installed in 1942 and a few flasks of quicksilver were retorted. Work was temporarily 
discontinued in Deoombor, 1942 ns tr~nsportation difficulties became too great~ 

nevelo2mcnt: Old workings consist of 5 levels. These were cleaned out and additional· 
york was done on No. 1 and No. 2 levels. No. 1 level contains 263 feet of lineal work with 
raises started to the surface. No. 2 level contains over 700 lineal feet. Nos. 3, 4, and 
5 total 270 lineal feet, making a total of over 1200 feet of underground work. Ore shows 
in all tunnels. 

A road two miles long'was built to the property from the Sams Valley side • 

.Q:.1:..~: llJt occurs along a granitecsandstonc contact where the gl'anite is in 
part. ropresentod by pegmatite. Native mercury is seen in calcite at an eleve.1:ion 
of 2500 feet as measured by aneroid barometer in an open cut nea~ the main ndit 
(No$ l). In the latter there is no well-defined vein but some mineralization 
along an irregular contact. The~ore contains cinnabar, native mercury, pyr-ite, 
and a heavy black mineral resembling meta~innabariteo The same contact (with 
some cinnabar) is visible also at an open cut up the hill N. 70° E. and 140 feet 
higher than adlt l. In anothor entry about 100 feet lower than the main adit 
native mercury is abundant in a muoh decomposed granite in the flocr wher•e the 
adit fo~ks about 20 feet from the portal, The granite also contains a little 
cinnabar_ The ndit extends s. 11° E., 170 feat, the last 90 feet in solid micn­
oeous quartzite; a branch tunnel ~xtends irregularly south about )0° E. 75 faeto 
Excopt in the solid quartzite muoh faulting is in evidence in all directionB. 

"Considerable development has beEin done on the property during the past 
summer, all work tending to show a larger ore body." 

Country rocks are classified by Diller (24) as old metarhyolite, greenstone, nnd 
granite. Wells (40) has classified the old "greenstones" of the Grants Pass quadrangle 
as metasedimonts and metavolcanics and hns suggested their age as Triassic (?) (Wells & 
Hotz 41). Gradation of these rocks into the May Creek schist ot Dille~ (24) is suggested 
by P. Eu Hotz (personal communication). 

The principal country rock nt the mine is metasedifflent that has been altered to a 
rock that contains considerable hornblende, pyroxene, some mica~ and a little quartz. This 
rock is cut by stringers and masses of granitoid rock and the fiold relationships strongly 
suggest granitization. The granite contact must be nearby as grnn1te is exposed in reoent 
road outs, but this contact must be very irregular. For pra~tical RU~poses~ it would be 
safe to say that the mine is located in the contact aureole. 

The pegmatite and sandstone mentioned by Pa~ks & Swartley (16~157) were not identified. 
The sandstone might be decomposed hornblende-pyroxene metasediment, an~ there are occasional 
stringers of coarse~grnined rook composed of quartzr feldspar~ and calcite. 

There are two sets of maJor fractures, one trending generally southeast, and one at 
right ~ngles trending southwest. Granitization has developed in many of these fractureso 
Tho shear zone on the newer work of No. 2 level contains a calcite seam,r~om 1 to 2 feet 
•ide, that is metallized with pyrite and some cinnabar. 

No. l lovel was driven 100 feet, at whioh point drifts were started on a shear zoneo 
About 'l5 feet of this shear zone contains some cinnabar and ~innabar crystals show on most 
of the cleavage surfaces. It is reported that this material will assay 10 lbs. of quiok= 
silv~r to the ton. On the surface above No. l level, there is some evidence of the outcrop 
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Oregon Metal Mines Handbook 

ot this shear zone, or one similar to it. Recently, raises, designed ·t o block out part. oJ:... ... ~ .• .. 
· the ore ~ody, have b~en sto.rted _towar~ the surface. 

No. 2 ~evel was .driven to intersect the vein exposed in No. 1 but there is no definite 
evide.nce that the vein reaches No. 2 • . The ma.in adlt parallels a calcite vein tha.t strikes 
N. 50° w. and dips 50° N.~. The vein is vuggy, and cinnabar and tiny pyrite oubes have 
been ~eposited on cryst~l surfaces. Cinnabar also shows in gouge~like material along the 
hanging wall. Some native quicksilver was found here ~ Veins in this ~dit are at right 
angles to the vein in No. 1 level ~ Another opening on No . 2 level foll ows a southwest­
trending shear zoneo At on9 po~nt, ~innabar was cut in a granitic (?) matrix . fhe ore -
seamed to be very spotty. 

Nov 3 level expo sos a high-grade stringer trending N. 10° E., 65 feet fro m the portaL 
The stringer varies in width from 4 to 12 inches. It has not ~een explored, No. 4 level 
has throe openings that sho~ uinnabar in loose material about the portal. On No. 5 level 
o. shear zone trends S, 42° E., along the last 30 feet of the adit. This shear zone, about 
2 feet wide, has abundant pyrite cubes and 1s reported to oonta1n cinnabar. 

It is reported that som~ open cuts sho• high-grade cinnabar, but none of these was in° 
spectod, A small highQgrade stringer is reported to ooou~ at the Ramsey Creek level. 

It appears that tho granitoid intrusion caused alteration along the cont act, to form 
a oontact aureol~f and caused certain fraeturing. Ore soluti ons ascended along t he oontaot 
and oinne.bar was· depos1tad in tiny openings in the altered rook and along some fro.oture 
planes~ Cinnabar on calcite surfaces suggests that ore deposition was a late phase of the 
activity. 

Equipment: Bln.cksmith shop, s111all compressor; Jack hammerSJ small tools1 ands. 25=ton 
Herreshoff furnace. 

Reference; Parks & Swartley, 16:157 (quoted} 

Informant: R.c.T., September 3, 1942; Janua~y 4, 1,4,. 

V.OCJNTAIN VIEW UINE . (gold) 
formerly called Goepe~ King Mine 

-

Gold Hill a rea 

~: Dan Woolf olK; Grants Pass, Oregon. Leas ed t o Ov H. Hagberg . 

Loos.t1on : Two unpatented claimo in SE! SE;\: sec . 171 T, 31J s., Re 4 lf., on Di t~h Cr-eek, 
12 miles north of town of Rogue River. 

Hist~~ Property was located in 1,1, by Harry Webber Yho drove a ,oo~f oot adit to a 
"copper hdge.•• The mine was originally staked. for copper- . Ori, was repo r t ed to a ssay 15 
percent copper.but there was no production . Woolfolk subsequ~ntly located th e g rou nd. In 
1, 40, the prope~ty employed tnree men. 

Parks & Swartley (16) reported on the United Copper Company j who operated the Coppa~ 
King Mine, as follows: 

ttThe property of thi s oompanyJ> the Copper King Mine, is located a.t the head 
or th, Slate Creek bra nch or Grave Creek about 18 miles eas~ or Leland. 

"The or e deposit i s s. wall dofined fissure vein in e.ndesite, The develop­
ment ;n September, 1916, had exposed by surface cuts a well defined quar t z vein 
with ohaloopyr-ito which i e said by th e manager to run bet,ll!e$n 4 and 5 peroent 
coppe~ and two dolla rs in gold. This company i s erecti ng a mill on the propert y 
with which they ·will concentra t e these · sulphides t o smal ler bu l k a nd haul to the 
railroad at Leland. 11 



1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

1 
I 

1 
1 
] 

1 
1 
] 

] 

l 
l 

Jackson ~ounty • Gold Hill Area 92 

Development: Old workings consist or an adit 900 feet long with a winze 125 feet deep 
at the face. Woolfolk has driven 68 feet of adit to intersect the "copper ledge." 

Geology: Country rock is diorite and serpentine. The quartz vein is in an intensely 
sheared zone. Goid is all free and occurs in manganese-stained quartz, No sulphides were 
seen in the quartz. It is reported by the owner that the "copper ledge" in the long adit 
averages 12 feet in width and contains $4 in gold to the ton and 15 percent copper. 

Equipment: Compressor with a "whirlwind" type go.a engine rated at 15 hp., runs nt 90 
lbs pressure. A 2/3-ton ore car; 2000 feet of JO=lb. rail; a 6 hp. gas winch with a 24-inoh 
drum and 170 feet of 7/8-ineh steel cable, Mill equipment conslste or a 16-ton ball mill 
that grinds to minus JO mesh; a 36~inch by 48-inch concentrating table. Mill feed is 2f~ 
inch (no primary crusher). There ate two cabins; one has four rooms, and the other has 
threo. Other buildings include n mill and blacksmith shop. 

~E<ral: Eleva·t1on at the mine is 4600 feet. Disto.nce to Grave Creek is 3 miles over 
a rend passabh only part of 'the yeo.r, For 3 months of the year no water is available, 
This in combination with J months of winter limits operation to 6 months of the year, 

A eood mountain road leading over the divide between Gro.ve Creek and Rogue River con• 
nccts Grave Croek o.nd Rogue River, 

Infor-E!,~nl: Dan 7foolfolk, March 19, 1,40. 

R~fercnGe; Pnrks & Swartley, 16:226 (quoted} 

Gold Hill area 

~:!.:. Murphy-Mul'ray Dredging Company; George E. Murphy, president; Jo.mes Bruce Murray, 
viee-pr·es.i,d.Pnt; Ho.rr,v B. Mu?'.phy, seoretary~treasurer1 Harold C, Young dredgemaster, 

Lor.ut.l.on; 
T. 'J7 S,, R, 4 
a tr.l.buta::-y to 

Pro!l!H•'ty dredged in secs. 6, 7, l?t T.· 'J7 s., ·R. 3 w., and seos, lJ, 12, 13, 
W. 1 on Left Fork Foots Creek, and see. 3J, T. 34 s., R. 4 W, on Ditch Creek, 
Plunsant Creek. 

~stor-y~ Dredge construction was started December 17, 19J9, by Washington Iron Works, 
and dredging began on the "hliddle Fork" or Foots Creek in January 19111. The dredge worked upstream 
a.bout l! miles to a point where further dredging was no longer feasible. In Maroh 1,41, 
tho dredge was dismantled and moved to Ditch Creek, a tributary of Evans Creek. Digging 
bego.n June 18, 1,41, This operation was discontinued late in 1941 and tho dredge was moved 
to ea.stern Oregon. 

Dredging on Foots Creek started at a point where the Rogue River Gold Mining Company 
left off in earlier years, o.nd continued upstream. The channel was steep and considerable 
difficulty was experienced in getting the boat over the numerous "reefs," Additional ground 
o.t the old Blo.ck Gold Channel mine, and on the 111eft l<'ork" of the Left F~rk, was not dredged, 

£.~~~~ Bedrock on Foots Creek is a medium-hard slato, most of which was handled 
readily by the bucket-line. There wero o. few boulders up to 500 lbs. which were handled by 
the bucket-lino and dumped over a rock chute on the boat, The ground averaged 18 feet deep, 
with values scattered throughout this depth, The gold was coarse, 

!s_ui2m~~ Steel pontoon, all-electric, 5k-foot chassis, connected-bucket~line dredge, 
with 3i~root buckets; ladder digs to 20 foot depth; stacker is 70 feet long; spud is of a 
new "round" typo; trommel 1B 6 feet by 32! feet.. The bnat will handle up to 4000 yards daily, 
lt oonto.ins a steam heating plant for thawing and for heating the dredge; fuel oil is stored 
in center pontoon, 
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Other equipment includes one D-7 caterpillar with bulldozer; a li-yard Northwest drag 0 

line; a wall equipped machine shop .and tool house. Investment is about $200~000, 

lnfo?"mant: R.C.T., February 20, 1940; April l, 1941, Juno 18, 1941'. 

NEATHAMER MANGANESE 
see Lee Manganese 

NEATHAMER PLACER ------~---

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Owners: John ind Mark Neathamer, and James Bristow, Rogue River, Oregon, 

Location:' sec, 28, T, JI• s., R, 4 W., on upper Grave Creak, 

Area: About Go acres, unpatented. 

.Q.!!sloplnan!: The property is worked by four men, opera.ting two t;iants, It has been 
operated every winter and is one of the most active properties on uppa~ ~rave Creak, Mining 
and Contracting Review {Salt Lake) January 25, · 1938 is quoted as follows: "James Bristow, 
John Neathamer and Mark Neathame~~ all of Rogue River, havo applied for five second feet of 
Jfater from Slate Creak, tributary to Rosue River, in Jackson County, for mining purposes." 

;tnf_2!!1!.ant: Dan Woolfolk, Grants Pass, Uar1:h 19, 19400 

NELLIE ?/RIGHT (gold) Gold Hill area 

"The Nellie iright Mine is on the south slope of Blackwell hill about 2 

miles east of Gold Hill in the SiY{: seco 24, '.l'. 3G s., ~. 3 ir . A Boars mill to 
be operated by electrio power is under ~onstru~tion: it is provid~d with plates 
and a Johnson concentrator, The vein is opened by.2 shafts 50 and Go feet ~eep 
connected by a drift lJO feet.long which extends JO feet beyond one shafto The 
ort1 is ohiefly quartz with soma pyrite, chalcopyrite, and a dark sulphide re~ 
sembling galena. The vein strikes about N. 75° W. and dips about 87° N,\ it 
vari~s in thickness from l to 4 feet, The country rock is the Siskiyou tonalite· 
which is here cut by a dyke of andesite, while the vain cuts both the tonalite 
and the dike. 

"The property has been operated by Messr-s. Haaf and Ray.of Gold Hill during 
the past year and has been sold recently to R, Y. Wilson who will proceed with 
further devalopmant. 11 

Reference~ Parks & Swartley, 16:160 (quoted). 

HO NAME MANGANESE Gold Hill area 

"Manganiferous material in quartzite and chert is associated with rhodonite. 
Sever~l test pits have bean opened on the hillsides along the strike of r.ha 
"manganese ~edgo.» All .that were seon show manganes~ oxido associ~ted with 
1chodonite. 

"~: Sec, 25, T, 35 s., R, 11 \1,, and sec. JO, T. 35 s .. , R, 3 W. on Wards 
Crqek, .~ast of the Gold Chloride prospect. 

"!!l!toz:i_: l.langanife'r·ous · material has been prospected in this area for a number 
· of ""c'.vil. Little work has been dono other than a row t,est pits. 
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Jackson County• Gold Hill Area 

MGeology: The •ore• material lies within the May Creek Schist (Diller, 24) or 
the Applegate series or Wells and Hotz as described in the Lee Prospect report. 

Material seen is or the weathered rhodonite type. Chunks of black oxide 
show pink to whitish rhodonite when tho chunks are broken down. 

Thero aro several test pits over a distance of about a mile. Those examined 
show rhodonite. There is no road or trail to the deposits. 

"Conclusions: The presence of rhodonite excludes it from economic consideration 
at this time. 

"Informant: Treasher, 4/8/41. 11 

References: Libbey, ot al, 42:22 {quoted) 
Diller., 24.' 
Wells, 40. 

NO NAU£ PROSPECT (gold) Gold Hill area 

~ : Charley Hopper 

Opera.to~: A, A. Hoyt 

Loca.tion: Sll;l NII'! sec. 2.3, T • .34 S,, R, 4 W. 

Informant: H, B. Scutt, March 18, 1940. 

NORTH STAR GROUP (gold) 
see Hancock Claims 

Gold Hill area 

~: Davis James Hanc ock, 501 D Street., Grants Pass, Or egon. 

Location: On Little Bircs eyo Creek in sec o 9, T • .37 s. , R. 4 w. , 5 miles south of the 
town of Rogue River. 

~: 40 acres. 

Geolow: Alluvial material' comprfses much of the area along Birds eye Creek , Fractured 
nnd mineralized gabbro crops out on the hill to the north of the creek. No veins were seen 
an~ no fracture pattern was discernible . In one open cut a fracture filling about 6 inches 
wide is made up of quartz and feldspar. 

General: Elevation of property is about 2500 feet; topography is mountainous; sufficient 
mining timb~r is available; maximum snowfall is about .3 feet; probably sufficient water for 
a s~all mill is available in Birdseye Creek; a power line runs to within .3 miles of the 
property. 

Informant: J.E.M., April 4, 19.38. 

OLD FORT LANE (gold) Gold Hill area 

Location: s eo, 24, T. .36 s., R. 2 ff. 

Refererioe: Wolls, ,, 

OLD PLACER Gold Hill area 
see Ward Creek Pla cers 
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100 Oregon Metal Mines Handbook 

OREGON LIMESTONE COMPANY 
see Baxter Limestone; Beeman Limestone 

OREGON ORE REDUCTIONS1 INC. 
see Gordon Gold Recovery Plant 

OREGON PITTSBURG COMf.!!!! 
.cee SY,lvanite !'l2!! 

OREGON PLAC li:R MIHES, INC, (dredge) 

Gold Rill area 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill area 

~.=· Pearl V, Williams, San Francisco; Sophia lfilson, Portland, Oregon; 
Mrs. Carrie 0, Puhl and Mrs. Lillie ~acKay and associates; Mrs, Gertrude Rosecrans and 
assooiates; W. E. Chaffee; A. S, Thornton; D, J. Estremado, Gold Hill, Oregon. 

Operator~: Oregon Placer Mines, lnc . , lessee; C, C. Zimmerman, president; 
Kenneth o. Dills~ vico~president; W. E,. Zimmerman, secretary; Box 568, Gold Hill, Oregon. 

Location: On Galls Creok, from 1000 feet above mouth to 4 miles upstream. This would 
inolude parts of secs. 21, 28, ·lf' 33, T, 36 s., R, 3 W., and sec. 4, T, 37 s., R, 3 W, 

}~: Four miles long by 200 feet wide (average), 

Histori: There hao been no placer1ng along Galls Creak other than small scale hydrau• 
licking. The hillsides on both sides or tho creek are famous for their npockets,11 
Charles L. Austin installed a small dry~land washing plant in October 1940. 

Goology: Thickness of overburden is from a few inches to four feet, decreasing up• 
stream, Gravol depth ranges from 9 feet to 15 feet, Only a small amount of clay is present 
and there are few boulders over 18 inches; the average siz, is 5 inches. Bedrock is easily 
dug to a depth of one foot. Numerous reefs cross the channel and have affected gold con­
contration, Gold is coarse, lightmcolored and has a fineness of 850. The gravel contains 
about l! lbs of black sand per cubic yard, The channel is about 40 yards wide, 

!9,uipment: Northwest gas dragline with a 1!-oubic yard Paige bucket and a 50-foot 
boom. The dry~land washing plant is on skids, and consists of a hopper; grizzly, 8 feet 
long with bars spaced on 10-inch centers; trommel, 50 inches in diameter by 20 f~et long, 
(7i feet of 3/B•inch holes and 3 feet of f ~inch holes); stacker, 25 feet long with an 18-
inoh conveyor belt. Fines are pumped by Krogh 8-inch tailings pump through a six-inch pipe 
to sluice boxes. Sluice boxes include five boxes, eaoh 2 feet by 20 feet~ equipped with 
Hungarian riffles, and 8 feet of wire screen. The dry•land plant originally was mounted 
on a Morland 5-ton truck with sluice boxes attached. 

~~l: Water is not plentiful, For a portion of the year the Company expects to 
pump fro~ _the Rogue River, a distanco of 2000 feet. 

lnformant~ W. E. Zimmerman and R,C.Tv 

Report~: R,C,T,, Mar~h 4, 1941, 

OREGON PULP & PAPER COMPANY (limestone) 
see Huqhes Qr~. 

Gold Hill area 

s 
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. , u ~ n ~ 11.,, , ~ .... ~ ~ '.11.. , ~. , 
OtrL HOLLOW l!INE: (s_~ld) __ ,. __ ~..:- ".. .-_. , __ } l~_!d .HUl a.res. .. _, __ 

"· ' ,. '"' ' T -;;iq7a·t"x,~• - --;IQ '\t'j\ 'f ',,, :t '1 t t . 
nTha O.wl Hollow mine near the source or Little Savage creek in section,.'.32; 

.. '.Ii, - • ~ • • -

T. 36 s., R~- 4 I' o • was ncit vid ted f • it has be en idle for- , sevei"al · yea.rs. 11 , 

Referenoet 
-- «I 

.:.. -A:~ ... ~.".,.., .... "~ i,r,.~ j ' 

Wincha1;, _14:178. 

' . . 
' 

•t ~-­j ff' 1 

PACIFIC COAST MINING COUPANY · 
see Trust Busta~ Mine 

~.i en,, ·1 ~ ··•!<\ ,11 ( Gold Hill area 
,1 ~ .!_ ;:,~ • I'• 

1" 
.. J ~ 

PACIFIC PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY Gold Hill o.rea .. , • II! '! ·,. , 

• camen'6 ·kilns and o££ice are at Gold Hill. Quarrie11 
County. (See Bu.lleti~ 14-(/, ·vol , · Il,' Section · 1.) '· 

are at Marble Mountain, Jo~ep~lne 

PACIFIC SYNDICATg MINE (quicksilver) · 
s~e. !{!b_g•-Tain.or; Luoky Striko; C-LI Company 

' -~. 

Gold Rill area 

. , . . 

' 

~~: M, B, Webb and O. F, Tiinor - option to c-~ _Company- wi t h an option to Paoifio 
Syndicate; George E~ Connolly, .'.3~00 l!)th Street, San Francisco, California, 

Location~ N~! s&o: :34, T, 3~ s., R. 2 w., on east fork or Evans Creek, 

~: ' About 80 acres, · consisting of. 4 ~np~tented claims. 
, .. _ , -. 'lr E - - L 

Histo~y: . ·~ebb and Tainor ~cquired the property by quit-claim deed from Walter Frank 
who pro~nbly was the original locator, Some production by Frank is reported but there was 
no evidence of any plant on the property prior t ·o tYle work qr Webb and Tainol'. The C-M 
Company opor·ated until late in fall l!)IH ·when tho property was taken . over by the Pacific 
Syndicate. Thb 13ompany wa~· 1.n. p·roduo.tion in 1!)42 but shut do;~ lat·~i that; year, 

.•' ,.... 

Devolopmer.t: An ad1. t, 140., r'~e~:· long, · oaved at' the porotal; an adi t in~luding o. cross­

cut, 100 /1!~1: _lo"ng/ snd~a 'drift 150 feet lons~' from which a winze, 150 feet d!ep, ,, was .~unk, 
and a stope_ was r-aised 50 feet . to ·the surfo.oe • . Thre.e levels,_ 50,_ 100, and 15?, repectively, 

pontai:i something ove·r :300 . re'et of lateral work., . , .,;;: , ~· ~,.,. .,,. !' _ t:t .• 

• - ~ 
4 

~ J ! l • \ ' 1 I , , - ,.;1. , 

Geology: A north-trend1ng fault in U111pqua sandstone is .miner'al1 ~eJ a?;d possibly two 
ore shoots have been .tapped • . , 

Informant: . Robert Donald, FebruD.ry 25, 1,.42 .• · . 
. . - • "'"" "'.:. c; ~ .. Ir ,if 

Oregon Journal, September 28;_ 1940. · ·-
, ' ~ . •'. -. } 

Report by: R.C.T. ; ·February 25,· 1!)42 : : ,...,, -··-
j" . . ' .. ~ , .. 

PERKEYPILE ·UINE (g~ld) . ' Gold Hill. ·area 
,· } --~ 

• 11 The Perkeypil~, tJ!ne 6 miles southwest . of Gold Hill ls 1n the SW! sec: 5, ! \ -•. 

T. ,1.s., - R. · .llf. ·, ~~ear the to; ' ~r· ~he ··- ~idgo
1

b.et~;~n~G~ll~ -a~d Fooi s~Creek s ! i ; 
A crosscut strikes the veiri at ,o feet . and a ' drift follows it about 1o~ ·r~e\ ~ ' 

. . ,. · · :I!.._' ~ .. "" .-..d.ll. 1"',C..~ .. ;t • 1 t .. ' ' · • . -

The vein strike.11 S ,;i 60) ~! \. l!'.nd ~iP,~, 7,2,\S.~W.tJ!..t~i · r ·r~ ·" • ·rr " ·n-·' 
Refer.ance~· Par'ks'.ll _swart.ley> 16:'17, {quot-ed}~,~_:.~~ 11 t ~;.;, 

.:i.. , u...: -1,i, :, J n ' .t."". - *' .t '" , ~ 
. ~ , ..llli1h ~ il' ;* 4 r.- ,·.,,.*.~ ~ ]!., 

.. 
PLEASANT CREEK MINING' cbRPORATION " (pla.c_er) . , Gold Hill area. . ,. 

O~ne rs 
0

t .:p'1~a.sO.:~t<r~.~~~ u_(nl'ng. ·c~"rYitt~~'f)t~-~·~1,ieit·;)i!Y; , t:: efii~~.r~A:v~~t~ " 
· pre Iii dent, Manager ,tnd.r tre1r..°sure~4,' .. ·Joe Mo ~t~; .. Superin't"erident';·: ·,u11,la.m' i::o~ .:;"'~1'~~ 
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102 Orogen Metal 1l1nes _l_Ia_n_tl_b_o_o_k _________ .~-------

Location: socs, 21, 22, 27, 28, T.34 s., a.4 w. 
Dcvelopmont: Approximately JO acres mined, 

Hietory: During po.rt of 1,40 o.nd 1,41, th, dredge did not operate because of liti• 
gation, \fork wo.s r,rnumed in 1941 o.nd in March 1942 the dredge ilaS digging ground at 
the uppor entl of the property, ~lork was discontinued in the summer of 1942 because of 
prlorit; difficultioa, 

Geology: Bodrock is decomposed aranlte and is easily excavated. It is quite un­
even; so~e boulders up to 16 inches in diameter a.re present. There is some clay but not 
enou3h to hamper operations. The gold varies from fine to coarse o.nd occurs mostly on 
bodrock. It h estimo.tod that mining 1fi<lth of pro;:ic_l"ty is 600 fl)et. 

r:o,u1em.!:El: Throe cubic foot bucket-Uno dredge, flume type, equipped to dig 20 
feet under ~a.tor; flume is 42 inches by 90 feet, with railroad-iron riffles, Buckets 
dlccharge into a hopper and thence directly into the flume, A 110 h.p. diesel engine 
ls the power ~upply o.nd drives a 15 KVA generator for lighting, etc. A 7 h,p, gas en• 
gine is used for clean-up and emergency, Othor equipment includes a 75 Caterpillar with 
bulldozer bla.de, and a. one-ton truck, 

General: Jo.tar r1;-;hta withh,,,1 permission to to.ks water out of the creek during 
the irrico.tion sue.son. This will ~urnper operutions o.fter 1940 when th~ dredge works · 
ground outside of th~ struo.m channel, Settling ponds will be re:;uired to settlo mining 

muci" 

lnfor~unt: Jillia.u Cox, ~o.rch 16, 1940 
Ray C. Trca.shor, February 18, 1940; ~arch 20, 1942. 

Report by: R.C,T . 

POUL~ Pil03i'ii:CT ( quic l(sil vor) Gold Hill area 

Owner: A, G, lloc;ers, Jenr.in1~0 Lodge, Oregon, 

Guolof1?'..: "The proepect of J, L. Poole is 111 the SE:-;\: sec. 25, and NE-k sec. J6, 
T, J3 S,, R. l I,, a few hundred foot north of the Gruter Lake Highwa.y, which 
follows tho north bo.nk of the Ro gue River, The workings, oompr1s1ng a pit and 
6 open cuts, extend up th~ hillside for a distance or about 700 foet from the 
torraco lovol, at o.n altitude or about 1,500 foet. They 110 along a line that 
baa.rs a. fo~ dogroes ea.st of north, 

"The open outi; · have been made along the trend of the vein, YThich strikes 
N. 2° ~. o.nd dipa 64° SW . Tho vein has a maximum width or about l foot. It 
is a. silicoous mo.as composed of small angular silicified fragments of gro.y rock 
oor.iontod by gruy-1,hite chalcedony. The rock fragments are composed of a rnicro­
cryatalline quartz ~osaic fringed by coo.rsor-gra.inei.i quartz and oobedded in 
oryptoorystulline qumrtz. They a.re cut by cracks filled with a. coarser•gro.ined 
quartz und looa.lly o. ' littlo oalcito. Smull vugs, some of which a.re filled with 
a ·,1hite cla.yl1ko powdor, occur in tho vein, The vein 1:s irregularly ato.inod 
with limonite, The coun~~y rock contiguoue to the vein has been altered to a 
white friable mauu cut by a. network of narro~ l1monite riba, The alteration 
fadus out in a short diutance, the white friable rock 8rading into a gray-purple 
rook, oomowhat iron-stuinod, which in turn grades into the fresh bo.sait. Uo 
oinna.bu.r was soen by tho writers, but J. T. Pardee, who visited the pro s pect 
1n tho 11ummer or 1929, reports u otrin6nr or massive cinnabar a. quarter or an 
inch in vio11 at tho.t time." 

~~: \fells & Wu.tors, J4:48 (quotod). 
i'lilkinson, IJO:J 

Informant: R,C,T., 1942. 



Ja.okson County~ Cold Hill Aroa. 103 

PORCUPINE ~IN~ (pla.cer) Gold Hill 11re11 

~: i_i, B, Soutt, R,F,D., Box 102, Rosuo ilivor, Oregon, 

Looatjon: On Ploasa.nt Creek, 15 miles cJrth of the·town of Rogue River, in see. 22 1 

T, 34 S,, R, 4 W, The olova.tlon is approximately 1400 feet, 

Ar!,!: 69 a.ores, patontod, 

History: Tho property has beon worked periodically for 75 years. 
ducti_on is a.vuilable. ~'rom 1938 to 11112, tho ground wa.s in litigation. 
of this property ha.s bo',)n drodced by the Plea.no.nt Creek I.lining Company. 

No record or pro­
Somo ot tho 11roa 

Genora.l: Tho worka.ble deposit, which is about !1 foet thiok, oontains less than 
5 pore~nt or bo~ldors over 12 inches in diametor. Thoro is no clay. llodrock is a decom• 
posod cran1tic rock, There is little or no overburden. 

The property carries water richts of 6 c.f . a. from Fry Gulch and 10 c.r.s. from 
Pleasant Creek, Two ditches totaling JOOO foot in length, together with a large stor11go 
reservoir, have boon dug. tquipmcnt conoists of ono Ho. l 11nd one No, 2 giant, together 
with 400 feet of ll•inch pipo. Threo test pits indicate an average vnluo of 591 per 
oubie yard, Maximum snowfall is.about 3 feet. 

Informants: J,E.M., 193U 
R, C • T, 1 191~ 2. 

RATTLESNAKE ~lHE (sold) Gold 11111 area 

Location: SW,\: sec, 5, 1', 37 s., R. 3 l'l, 1 on Miners Crook, 11 tributo.ry of the 
middle fork of Footn Cre ~k. 

Devclopmen~: One 11dit approximately 200 feet long with a ,7-foot ro.ise, and 11 
40-foot winze; the gon arul trend of 11dit 1s northerly 00° W. 

Geolop,Y: 'rho cou11t1•y rock is compo:,ud or met11voloo.nic materio.l which h1111 boen 
:; heo.red a.nd sil1·i1fi(ld, Smn:tl dicirHiJ mussea 11re exposed in a lons adit, The out­
crop of a. strong she11~ zo.:e, t~~nding N. 7cn W. and dipping steoply southweatorly, 
occurs 11ppro xima. t e ly '/0 1' ~ct from tho por· t a.l.. Values are in disseminated sulfides 
in the zone which contains uonGiderablo gouge 11nd broeoia. 

Referenoos: Wells, 4o 
Wells and Hotz, 41. 

RKD OAK ~IN~ (uold) Gold Hill area 

Owncro: L. Whittsott o.nd ~ddie Tulare, Gold Hill, Orogon. 

Location: soc. 34, T. 36 s.~ R, · 3 I., northeb.st of !Jill Nye 1.:ine. 

Informant: A, A. Walker, Ma.rch 5, 1940. 

RED OAK LllHE (pl11oor) Gold Hill a.rea. 

see ~~.!11 a.nd Bohomill J..\ining Co. 

110fi'1co: 019 Chamber of ·conimerco Duildina, Portland, Oreson, J. !A. Leitor, 
Pros.; Sa.muol Weldon, Sec,; I, G, Davidson, Treas,, all of Portlo.nd, Oroson, 
Co,pital stock, $190,000; p11r. value ,10 cents; . o.ll subsoribed, issued und. paid up. 
(1916 report) 
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104 Oregon Metal Mines Handbook 

"This oompo.ny ho.a 80 aores of pa.tented plo.oer ground ; miles north of 
Golden on Sardine Creek, Thora is no aotivity at the property," 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:108 (quoted), 

REDFERN MINE (gold) Gold Hill area 

~: John R, Moody, Rogue River, Oregon. 

Looatio~~ One milo west of the town of Rogue River on the north river road in 
sec, 17, T, 36 S,, R, 4 W. Elevation is ~lOO•lJOO feet. 

~a.: Two unpatol\tod mining olaims (40 a.ores). 

H'-iitC12:l,: '. Tho ground was loco.tad by Mr, Moody in 1932. No work other than annual 
assessment work ho.s boon dono since that t1mo, No produotion has been recorded, 

Gone:rnl: 
de.l'int1d walls, 

or, values aro contained in irregular quartz stringers with poorly• 
Tho genora.l strike is· N, 18° • 25° E.; the dip 1s ,resterly, Country 

rock la Gtrongly a.ltored nroenstone, Devel~pment ~ork oonsiets of five ehallow open 
cuts and two shafts, Una silo.ft is 50 {eet deep; t,ho other le ~ feet deep,· Both were 
full of water at the timo of ins~~otion, The topography is eteep and rough •. 

!~~_£: J.g.M,, 1938 • 

(gold) Gold Hill area 

2:!!..r:.~r: II, E. Reed, Roguo River, Oregon, 

Lo110.,tion: SE,l NE{ a.nd m::t. SE{: BOO, 1, T, 35 s., R. 3 Y{, 

}!.~.~- 30 aore,'i, 

Q~1:!_~1. Tho property was to.ken over by Reed in 1922; S1noe then, production 
has been ii.bout $1000. Equipment oonsiets of a 3i-root Huntington mill driven by an 
automob11~ ongine, o.nd o.n amalgamation flo.te 3 feet by 8 feet, 

Timbor io plentiful; water ia sea.roe; and topography is mountainous, 

Informant: J,E,1,1· .. , 1?;7, 

REVENUE POCKET (gold) Gold Hill o.rea 
soo Alice Group; Rhoto.n Pocket • 

.£:!!.!l!r..: Gold Hay Real t:, Company, L!edford, Oregon, 

!!~2..!t1on: m:;\: and E-b; SEi seo. 11, T. 37 s., R. 3 \'f, 

~.!}.!!.!!-},: l'o.rks & Swartley reported as follows: 

11 Tho Revenue 1 pookot 1 , 5 miles south of Gold Hill on Kans Creek, 1e near 
the center or soo,.11 1 T. J7 s., R. J w., noarly at the top of the ridge at an 
elevnt1on or 2570 foot as moasurod by barometer, It is about 100 feot east of 
an outcrop of 11mostone interbedded with o.rg1ll1te whioh atrikss N. 10° E, and 
dipo 70° E, This •po~ket 1 was worked out years ago; it is said to ha.v~ produced 
$100,000, At present tho vein ia being explored by Butler and Higinbotho.m; the 
vein is oponod for o.bout 35 reot and shows a.bout 2 feet or quartz," 

This is one of the more famous "pooketstt taken out by the Rhotan brothers. Almost 
ler,ondo.ry stories have developed about the richness or this pooket, Subsequent attempts 
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to locate more ore hnve been relatively Un5uce$5ful. 

Roferenco: ,Parks & Swartley, 16:193 (quoted). 

Informant: R.C,T,, 1942. 

RllOTAH POCKET Gold 11111 areo. 
see Revenue Pocket 

.tOGUE Ill V;sil lJl!:Vl;LOPl,1::.:NT C:OUPAHY 
oeo ~illionnirn ~ino 

llvGUi HI Vii:H GC;LD J,:IIJillG COll.?AllY (drodgo) 

Gold 1!111 o.roo. 

Gold Hill !lrea 

~: Hogue River Gold Mining Company, J), II, ~·err·y, manaccr. 
-.; , ! 

1,?~~.11.: sccs.l., 2, 11, 12, T, 37 S,, n. 4 \'/., on iUght o.nd Left fo1•ks of Foots Crock, 

History: The o.r·&o. abovo tho Jun.ction or the two forks or Foots Crook wo.s dredged· prior 
to tho fall or 1935. Tho Rieht fork was drcdecd to tho Lance placer; tho Left fork wao 

dredged to the first ruad crosolne, Tho drodge wns then moved to Graves Creek, Grconbo.ck 
aron, Josophinc County, Lator tho ~urphy-~urray drodee due ground upstream from the point 
where the ·noguo Rlvor Gold Mining Co. stopped operations, 

RO s E p l!~ .. £f!LMD!! Gold Hill areo. 

Owner: John Rose, llouto l, Dox 50, Gold Hill, Orogon, 

~~t}.2.!.!,: ;·r! ooo. 1,, T. ,6 ~., R, 4 V/, 1 on the Middle fork of Poots Creek, about 
10 inilos i'roin Gold Hill, l!:levation, 1500 feet, 

A_r~: Bo o.cret of which 20 acres is placer ground. 

Generul: The plo.cer contains very little olny. There are numerous boUlde~s, and 
bed rock is rough. The wnter right dates back to 1866 nnd consists of 5 c.r.s~ from the 
Middle fork of F'oots Creek. It is roportcd that values avernge 50; o. yard in bo.th co·o.rse 
o.nd fine c::old. 

Informant: J,E,LI., llo.y 2, 1938, 

ll~~ (quicksilver) Gold Hill e.roa 

Owners: il, o. and Vena Force, Ev W, Hewitt, nnd H. H. Sharp ostate. Loo.sad to 
A, E, and A, J, Bettleo. This loo.Se has been o.ssigned to D. M. Broyt W. c. Werle, 
Letuo Strickl0r, nud A, C, _Graho.m, This o.ssicnmont with o~tion ~o purchase loo.so ho.a 
been trnnaferrod to F. H. Wolling, A, Alvernaz, and H, L. Board, who had no formo.l part• 
norship nsroomont nt tho t1mo of this roport {1942)! 

!!?uo.tion: l'orHono or tho E-k soc, 5, T • .3lf S,; n. 2 W., on the ridge. between 
~Orrison o.nd Kvo.no Creeks, o.nd north of the War Eagle proporty, 

Tho property mo.y bo reached from Medford, Granto Pass, or Gold 111110 At the present 
tlmo, Co.mp Jhite activ1t1e~ have cloned the road to Medford and Go1d Hill by way of Sams 
VP.llay, i't 1o neoeoao.ry to tre.vol by wny of the town or Rogue il.ive:-, up Eva.ris Creek into 
So.ms Valley, and to continuo up Evnns Creek to nn old logging roo.d(about 2 .miles beyond 
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the Morrison Creek crossinG) that takes off up tho hill tv the left. Distance from the 
town of Roauc River to the logging roo.d is 25.1 milos; it is two miles by loscing roud up 
the hlllu Gold Hill is the nearest railroad point o.vailable in peace-time. 

~: Three unpo.tented full~sized mininG claims and two fractional mining claims. 

History; Schuette (JB:121) reported o.s follows: 

"North 01· tho iVo.r Eagle mine in Seo. 5, T. 34 s., R.. 2 \f., is the Roxana. 
f;roup of claims owned by E. w. H~witt, D. o. ~·orce and H. II. Sho.rp of lleagle, 
Oregon, Fig. 17 is a. sketch map of the location as furnishod by Mr. Sho.rp. The 
claims are located on a well-timberod ridge between Morrison Creek and ~vans 
Creek. 

"Those ;,rospects woro discovered and located betwoen 1919 and 1937. To 
date ihero ho.s been no production as no retort hns yet been installed on the 
property. All 'claims aro held by loc.ation. Tho ore occurs in fractures in the 
Uuy Croek schist o.nd locally the wall rocks wore altered by the mineralizing 
solutions, The ore-baa.ring fractures ho.ve a northwesterly strike. 

11 La. Vona. clalm has o. good spring of wo.tor on it. On this olaim.oro is ex­
pooed by cuto for about 60 feet at tho extreme north end. 

"Hoxana olo.1111 has or'e exposed by several cuts at the south end for a distance 
of 150 feet and this continues into the adjoining Hanna property. At the north 
ond of Roxana severo.l cuts expoa6 ore for n distance of 200 feet approximately in 
line with the cxposuro at the southern end of the claim. 

11 Rox11ua. No. 2 olo.im has ore expoGod by cuts n.t the south center or the claim 
for about 60 feet and also at the southwest corner which continues into Roxana 
Ho. 4. 

"Roxana No. J clnim. On the south end of tho oh.im, ore is exposed by s~ver• 
al cuts over a distance of somo 200 feot. At the north end a lOO~foot tunnel 
crosscuts the ridge. Fifty feet from the west portal, ore was found and drifted 
on towards the south for 50 reet1 This ore continues into Roxann. No. 4. A 
strinHor of ore was cut at the ~est portal or the tunnel. 

"Roxo.na No. li, 'fhis has ore exposed by cuts ovor a distance of 000 feot a.nd 
this runs ncross the sideline into Roxana No~ 2o Somo 60 feet below this or~,-­
at the north end, another and parallel ore occurrence is exposed by opon cuts. 

"Roxana. No. 5. This fra.ctiona.l claim has ore exposed but it is not corta..in 
whether this is ore in place or & slide from the claim above, 

"The cinnabar is the heavy crystalline variety and some beautiful specimens 
of •solid cinnabar' have been obto.ined," 

Later the proporty·was leased as indicated under ownership. The Bettles did a small 
amount or work on the property and usod the retort to recover some quicksilver. Rooorded 
production is 7 i'lasks, produced in the early part of 1942. Some of tho quicksilver is 
reported to have been sold directly to users. The present opera.tors are developing the 
property to determine whether or not they wish to exercise their option to purchase the 
loase. 

Development: The development is much as reported by Schuette (JB:121). This work may 
be summarized by grouping tho workings. At the northwest portion of ·the group (southeast 
canter of Roxana No. 4) is one group of ~renches nnd two pits. About 570 feet to the south• 
east at tho south center line stake or Roxana No. 4 and the north oentor line stake of 
Roxnna No. J, there aro two sma.11 cuts and a short 40-foot a·di t. · At the southeast end of 
the workings {but north of tho La Vena claim} is the 12o~root adit. Scattered ~bout the 
claims are numerous other showi~gs &t outcrops and in small outs and trenches. 



,. 

,.· ,. 

........----~~~~----~--~----__.;;J~a~c~k~s-o_n __ C_o_u_n_t~y..._-__ G __ o~l_d...;.;;ll~i~l~l...;.;;A~r~e~a----------~-----------------l-0.7 

Equipment: Only ho.nd tools have been used, The retort is a two-tube Rossi type, the 
tubes 111eaourini:; 18 inches in diameter and 10 feet long. Each t~b.e is reported to have o. 
rated capacity of 750 lbs, of ore, 

Q!.2}~: · The country rock is May Creek schist, as defined by Dillor and Kay, 24, ~nd 
as mappod by wilkinson, 41. Some of the schist has a gneissic appearance, produced by bands 
of ma.fies alternating with bands of lighter-colored minerals, and knots of eaoh "wound up" 
in the other, Locally hydrothermal (7) solutions have intensel~ altered the schist, Out­
crops aro badly weathorod and though it is difficult to eet any positive picture of the 
structure, the schist bands appear to strike about H, 34° - 45° W,, and dip 55° - 70° )~E. 

At tho "nol'th workings," the la.reor pit shows intensely altered schist. Some portions 
have been ka.olinized; othor portions, '.lilicifiod, 11Iron ribs" of short extent occur 1_n 
the clayey material. The type of altoration, the iron ribs, · and the silicified portions 
mibht be compared with thoso or tho Black Butte quicksilver mine, near Cottaee Grove, Along 
tho top of tho rldgo at these "north v,orkings 11 the schist has been crushed, and alteration 
has been intense. Felds~ar minero.ls ho.ve beep kaoliniied, Farthor south on the ridge the 
schist is fractured and silicified with ohalcedonio boxwork ~nd, in places, the schist 
mlnernls havo been romovod, In the tunnel at tho south workings (the 120-rt. adit) the 
schist ho.s been knolinized and softened, and some has been silioified, At a point 114 ft, 
from the portal a Gmall sulphide otringer is reported to assay Bo conts in eold, 

Beautiful crystalline cinnabar both coarse and fine is found w1th. the chalcedonio or 
silicified portions of tho llay Creok schist. In the larger pit at the "north workings" some 
ci~nabar was seen in the kaolinized schist when tho samples were out. In general however, 
the cinnnbar seems to be more prevalent in tho chalcedonio portions than in the ka~linized 
portionn, but careful sampling and assayine will be necessary to verify this statement. 

lt o.ppears that the May Creek schiot has been fracture_d by northwest-trending shear 
z~ncs and that hydrothormal solutions produced kaoliniiation and softening of some po;tions . 
whereas tho solutions silicified and hardened other parts, The cinnabar-bearing solutions 
may hu.ve accompanied one ·of these epochs or alteration and if the idea. that there is more 
cinnabar in the chalcedony is correct, it is probable that the cinnabar mineralizatio~ 
acoornpaniod an epoch of silicifioation. 

!:if~~: Pr-ospocting by means of pits and trenches is the only activity at prosent 
(1942~ 

Hefcrences: Schuette J8:12l (Claim map on p, 118) (quoted) 
lHlkinson 4o:8 

l.!!£ormants; R.C,T, and F, G. Wells, November lJ, 1942. 

!.l.Llli .. ! :ill Gold Hill nrea 
see Harth and Ryan 11.lne 

SAGAR " AND HULL Gold Hill area 
oee Lone Brnnch 

2.£!.!A~!f !L.£.k\l.M (gold) Gold Hill area 

Lo~~E.: sec. 24, T. 36 s., R, 
' iY. 

•Genoral: "The Schaffer Claim is northwest or the Nellie '/fright, 2 miles east of 
Gold Hill, lt.n adit 150 feet long discloses a vertillal qunrtz; vein 4 feet wide 
near tho portal, but lost at tho breast; _the ve1n strikes H, 65° lf. in tono.litc," 

Rofcronc!: Parks & Swartley, 161199 (quoted) 
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106 Orarron Meto.l Mines llo.ndbook 

scu:,r ;n 1,:11::0: Gold Hill area. 

Ownor: Gold Ro.y Roulty Company, Medford, Oregon, 

Lor:o.tion: :;~i NWi oec, 5, T, J7 s., R, 3 IT. 

Roforence: Wolla, 40, 

SCOTT•~ PLACER ~old Hill urea. 

Lo co.ti on : 11 e c , l 5 , T, 311 S , , R, 11 W , 

Gonoro.l: The property, equippod with one giunt, is opornted euch sea.son. 

Informant: Do.n Woolfolk, Llurch 19, 1940. 

s :,:i\MAN DAR (plo.oer) Gold Hill o.reo. 

Owner: So.m T, Howorton; leaso~ to Fred Johnson, Grunts Po.ss, Oregon. 

Location: hll or lot 4, o.nd tho.t po.rt of lot 3 south of ro.ilroo.d tro.ck, all in 
sec, 20, T. 36 S,, R, 11 \'f, 

Aroo.: Approximately 115 o.croa. 

History: Thio is tho old 11 Soo.mo.n Bur" which ho.s been "snipod11 for mo.ny years. 

Test pits were sunk by JohnGon who planned to begin oporo.tiono with o. shovel o.nd washing 
plant, 'rhe proport:, wo.s worked intermittontly a.nd in 1941 the equipment was removed. 

Geoloey: . ;.iino.ble gravel is Rogue River fill. Some bouldore a.re as much o.s .tour 
foet in diumeter but the average is 18 inches. Gold ls mo.inly fine and well~rounded, . 
and sr.utterod throughout t,~e gravol; there ls n~ ol.ay, Dopth to a oemented gravel .bedrook 
o.vero.gos 30 feet. 

~quipment: Thow shovel, 1-yard size with 3/4-yd, bucket, oaterpillar troo.ds; washlna 
rlo.nt on wheels; JB by 2t1-1nch trorornel conto.lnlng J/0 t~ 1/2-lnch holes with 1/2-lnch 
bridge for 16 feet; stacker-bolt 24 feet by 30 inches, and another that meo.sures 50 feet 
by JO inches for lator uso; Anley bowls (36-inch). Water wo.s pumped from Rogue River, 
using a Fordson Diesel en: ine for po~c~ ,o driv~ a. Robinson hleh-head fire pump~ 

Informant: Frod Johnson, April 17, 1,40. 

Report by: R.C.T,, April 17, 1940, 

S~:VS!lTY•TllllE!i: ClllHAB/\R GROUP (quicksilver) Gold Hill area 

"R, H. Spencer, togothor v,i th his o.ssocia.tos, of Portland, Oregon, are 
now developing a group or olo.ims o.dJoining the Uounta.1n King, in sec, l, 
T, 35 s., R. 3 w., known o.s the No, 73 Cinnabar Group, which is reported 
to be o. very promising property, 11 

Raf er~nce: ~arks ~ Swo.rtley, 161200 (quoted), 

St.:UGGU:n. lHNF. ( eo l d ) Gold Hill ar ea. 

Owners~ l<:d 7fya.tt o.nd Goorao L. Hoff, Gold Hill, Oregon, 

Loaatlon: sec, 2 1 T, 36 s., R. 3 w., o.dJacont to tho Sylvanlte mine on tho north, 

A sma ll amount of development work ho.a been done, 

Informant: h, R , Walker, Ma. r ch 5, 1,40 : 

II 
r .. 
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SCUTll~IUI OilSGON tlllll!G COJ.:l'AllY 
see La.noo Plc.oor 

9FARKS ~INE (cold, feldspar) 

~: H, H. Spc.rko, Rogue tllver, Creaon, 

Oold Hill arGD. 

Gold Hill o.reo. 

Loca.tion1 m:,!: r.:id SE;\ ooo. 2, T, 35 s., R, 4 Yi,, 120 aoree or patontod lc.nd, 
rroperty lies 1,1 milon up ~vans Creek from Rimer on n hillside north or the roc.d. 
~lovo.tion, 1700 r~nt. 

Il1Dtorl1 :·lorkod 1ntorm1 ttently s111oe 1,30 a.o a eold proporty, Pr.osonou or tin 
in tho gabbro w~s roportod, but could not bn oonfirmod. Two oamples of tho gabbro 
(Stuto L~bora.totr numbers, U,Q, 1035 und B,G,1036) showed no tin, At prosont the 
proporty io idle, 

. llovolopmo,nt: Thero aro sovora.l tronchoa, prinoipally on ti. pugmo.tite dike, One 
a.di~, now oa.vod, trondo N, 25° W, for 90 feot with n drift otr1k1ng N. ,0° E,, for 
:36 root, The u.clit io roported. to bo along tho conta.ct or tho gubbro nnd pogmo.tlte, 

~.ml: '!'ho r.:011ntr:, rook in olasoif1od by Diller and Kay, 211,ao ernnite, but 
th1o pu.rtioulo.r hill is cornpoaod cii.'~ coarse- to me4ium-gra.inod gabbro, Freeh fra..cturo 
ourruceo have u arconioh oo.ot, The s~bbro has boen intrudod by o. pc8ma.tito ~lkt or dikes 
Portions of tho poema.tito 1eoembl~ eraphio granite, Prinoipo.l minorala"aro qua.rtz and 
feld&po.r, \rith tourma.lino nB tho prinoipal accosaory minora.1, A very sma.11 amount of 
biotite wa.s uoon at the south· end of the dike, 

Tho fcldspur in tho dike ill whito to slauy, uo.thtring to a light burr. I.lost 
of it o.ppeara to bo microaline but polyeyn'thetio twinning augaesta that aome nlb~te 
is preaont, 

The diko apparently followa the orest or a emall ridge, It tronds N, 60° W, and 
dips about 70° SE,, a.a 1hown by a trenoh near the oavod adit, Elo1wh•r•, tho dike is 
poorly exposed by trenohing and 1s lar~ely oovered by mantle rook, Tho appo.ront width 
of tho dike io in oxoeDs of 15 r~ot, 

Pegmatite float covers tho southwest hillalope and in a f1w plaoea pogma.tite ia 
expooed by pita. The exposures in the pita aeem to represent small isolated regmatitio 
bodies, 

Generali No equipment. ~ounta.inouu topography, Plenty or timber~ pine, fir, o.nd 
cedar. Domeatio oupply or ~a.tor, only, is available, 

Informants: J,E,M, 1 1,37; R,C.T,, Mo.rah 23, 194J, 

SPRl, :JUii: PLACER 
oeo Uerohberger Plaoer a.nd Rustin Plo.oer 

~: ·rom i/ill10.m11 1 Contro.l i'oint, 

Looo.tion: aoo, G, T, 'J7 S,, R, 2 lf, 

~1 150 a.ores of pa.to11tod 1;round, 

lnforma.nt: J.~.u., 19;0. 

SUtiS!!:T LUNE . (sold) 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill a.reo. 

Owners: Sunset J.linine & Refining Company, W,R,Dn.vis, B,11,Conley, R,D,Thompaon, 
Eugene Cha.d~iok, Cha.rlea O~rdntr, ~nd Mrn. Uabel Ch~dwiok. 
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Location: 31!},I: c_oo. :J, T, .3l1 ·s., il, 4 ~l., on Plea:iant Creek. Elov:i.tion, . 2050 1'eot. 

~: ;•our 1.1npq. ten tell minln(; o laimo, ul ao 110 .i.Ha s or pc:.tont cd land i ri ~~!i ii&} Doc, .3. 

r,:qui~.!.!!11 
rolls. 

Hand tools i'or proSpacti.n~; a. compresoor inc.de i'ro hl i:. l•'ord encine; crushing 

~ ! t' • • •• 

Qonora.l: ---- Thuro Q.re 5 to1t pits in aorpontine, 

SUNS~T MitllllO ,'k n:,:~:!).L;J,!_('!.£~'( 
uoo sun~ot l.'!_1~ 

Gold J{ill aroa 

Gold Hill crea 

GO'Qcr;....l; 11 ,a ~ho Swq.okor Flat plaoer mino, 13 miles southwe'3t of.' Gold 11111 on tho . 
~;;'11~ or Foote crook in ll,E:.~~ Soo. 12, ·r • .37 s., _a. iJ i1,, thel"c i!i a ftl.ult 

whlah l;i -lu.tcr t l1.in tho ror111ation of the· placci- travel. The fo.ult ~triko!l N lto 0 \I. 

:mtl dipll ;,,uo~t ~5° . ;1.t:_, The vGrt_i,o:i.l di~~ilanemant is :i.t ;east 10 feot. 'rhe ro~ion 

i _e.: 1,0.ln~ ct.rOt'llllY_ tootu~ 1.'or ,fla.oo_r {;Old h1 tho zruvol::.•1 

· aororo2:..~; · rark:i !,. 3wartloy,· 16 :219 (quot9d) • 

Gold' Hili a.roa 

~tl: 11CJrL'100: · Se!l.ttle, :·1a.shineton. 1. J. J.le rr1111 Pros., lOl!J Po::t :a., 
:;1H1 ~~lo• -. '!'ho :zoc rotary anc! t1• oasurer of · t':lis ;ii o mpo.ny traded thoir interests and 

110 now onoo 110.d bean olectod c.t ·the time thl:: roport was ma.de. Capital stock:, 

tJO,OOOJ par v~luo ;1.00; $18,,25 s~bseribed, i ssued i:.nd paid up, (l!Jl5 report) . . . . -

"Thill company ow1uf ' llo .acres or placer ground 10 milos up Evnnll crock fro1:1 
-

Ho~uo Rivor_,_1~ S:~o .• 1, T • .35 s., R~ 11 if, Thore 1·s 110 o.ctivi t:/ lit the property. 0 

.!1~~1 · l'a.rks & $\1.1.rtley, 16;21~ (quoted), 

SYLI/AlU 'l'r.! r.:~ (gol<l, tune1ten) Cold 1!111 a.roa 

Lessee1 · Pro;>el'ty, was lo1ucd , Ju::,r 1939 by Imperial crold Minec, _ ln~., an 9rogon corpora­

tion J W, U, Mc Don:ild, pre uident; F, ~·. - Stirnson, vico-pro sident J Donald · l{c Dona.ld, se 11 reto.ry• 
troo.ouroi-; ,J. K, Jack:oon, general rao.n~gori J, z. Morri~~n, chiof enginee r; J, n. coons, 

. • . f'. 

supo riutendont, 

Louation: sec. 2, T • .36 s., R, j J,, 132 acres or pntontad ground; four full minine 

cl11im11 nnd t'li'O fraction4l . 11lo.ia11l sccurod by -lease and b ond. 

J!i11tor;,;:-: t!oi:t or the history centci-s o.round 'iira ~n . t.he .. foo t wo.11 of 11 frt1.11turi, that 

cuts tho Cox-Lyman voir.. The I111peri4l Gold Mines has 'photo:itatio rocord s of somo $700 1 000 

~t mint recolpts o.nd tiLe or~ shoot is reported to h~v c pAi ~ 91000 per foot [ or o. distance 

of ,oo foet, . Dperq.tion w11s discontinued in 1~40. 
. ,· 

P11rks & Swartley, 16, report: 

"The Sylvnnito mino is in Seo. 2• T. 36 S., R, 3 Ii,, ll.bou·t 3 mllci. northeast 
of Gold Hill. It ls owned by E. T. Simons. The vein strikes tt. 22° E,, :i.nd dips 

about 65: E. a.nd the country rookn have tho same att itude ; they o.ro .areillite ... . 
pa.rtly rl.l ter ed· t .6 ·. ohlori t ;11 a.nd :ierpont1ne. The ·vein oontnins quartz carrying 

110111e pyri;te, .. Tt}e workinas; . now' badly oo. voii/ are report od to co nliis t or' ' a. drift 
! •, . 
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l .. ! •• • -'. . •· . 1'h I! 5:,l vc.ni t e v~ in 1:; a wide zon.o o ccurrlng bctwc en n1et2.ci,:noous s.nd moh.-s ed1= 
~ .: nioutc.ry rock. Oponin:;s in :Jhoared material are eo.vcd ba.dl;r and closo timbering 1s 

roquired, Thol'ot'ore 1 sides and backs ot these openings lllll.Y not be easil:r examined at 
~}} p~~scnt, Estimntes of tho size of or, ehoots arc given as fr om 5 to 12 feet; they 
ff~ o.ontain quo.t'tZ tmd ~-.:i.le i t1,1 cnrr;ing galena., oho.leopyri te, and pyrito . As &ays of tho 

. i:I ~ aho otu aro. report.P.d to a.v~ro.~'.l J:oet.:ccn $ 5 and $15. 

" ! 1 
:· ' . . ' 

,, 
;: ~· 
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Tho Cox~Lymen vein, which trends Plishtly' south of east, is a shoar zone in 
metnw1sneou~ rock. Its avnr~ge width is a.bout 6 feet. A discontinuous seam of quartz 
about 2 foot wide hs.s boen formed in this zor.o, Thi• aaam is nearly barron of values, 
although in a f~w planes, n~aays up to $2 to tho ton have been obtained. Openings on 
the int~raootion of tho . Sylv~nlto and C~x~Lyman ohoar zone is now ea.vod ~nd relation-
ships are oh~curod~ 

A fr~e~uro ione thaJ is roughly parallel to thu Sylva~ito ve1n cuts the Cox~Lymnn 
vain and diupl~ces the cast or hanglng-'ll'all portion about 15 feet to tho north. An ore 
shoot waz found on this han~lns wall or the Sylvanlte and its intersection with the 
Cox-Lyman, It is reported th~t $1000 por linoal foot of winze was produced from this 
shoot which dippod 45° southeast. The and of this shoot was about 600 feet below the 
surface but discontin~ous pockets were found in the hanging wall for an additional 
200 feet of d~pth. The slope win;,o_,in the ore shoot was sunk· to a depth of 900 feet 
below tho surface. 

i£9uipmet",,!: In 1940~ a r.1111 ha.vinG e. ca.pa.eity of a.bout 11~0 tons per da.:, was built. 
Kr&ut flotution cells wore installed. 

!,efE1!"11noe. i Parks & S'll'artlay, 16 ~2 l~-22 O ( quo tod) 

~~~= J , K Jackson, Mo.y 28, 191m. 

Re~ort J'..Y..: R.C, T. , Ma..}-·· .30, 1940. 

SYLVAH!Ti: 1.mnnc q9..!!,!:J!!!. 
sae Sylva.!!!_!~ !!\!'1.? 

TELKA:.!P PLACf.:RS 

Owne.!:,1. II, C, 'hlka.mp, Route 11 Rogue River, Oregon. 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill aroa 

Looation: SE! sec, 21, T, ,~ s., R. ~ W., on Pleasant Creek, 1, miles north of 
the town or Rogue River, 

~; 160 ac~os, pat ented. 

Q!!!_ora;l The o~ner reports th~~ there is approximately 40 acres of placer ground in 
the 160 a cr,s . F~on paut operations h~ estimates that the ground will avorage 251 per 
yard. Tho grevnl is 2 ~ 5 reet thick and there io very littlo overburden, The bedrock 
is ' smooth gran ite. Tlur~ 111 much olay but few boulders, Gold 1s tine thougl:I there are '• 
somo sm~ll nuseet~ w9rth as muoh as $15~00, The mining season is from Deoe mber to ~pril, 
lfa tor r 1ghta (first) i.Mluda .:) c. r, s~ out of ~ollins Gulch -and 1 c • r. s •. o.u t of Brush 
~reek. ;iatDr . iB delive red by a dihh 1! miles long and through 700 roet or 11-~nah pipe 
to o. No, l giant under a 50··Coot hoad. 

g,a~ort21. ~ J. f:, ],'. ,, 151 38. 

.. , 



1200 foot lone nt an elevation or 1360 feot by barometer and a crosscut to the 
vein at an ol~vation of 1650 feet, with a. shaft to the lower level. According 
tow. A. Mmrvin, who was in charge of the mino at one time, the ore oontnined 
no tellurido, ·but o. little enlenn and much pyrite in qunrtz; the fault gouge con­
tnined about $3 worth of gold and silver per ton; high grade gold occurred in 
iboulders• not in place at depths from Bo to 160 feet; sulphide ore began to 
appear at about 160 feet depth and was 5 feet wide at 225 feet depth; the hang• 
ing wall was a slate and tho footwo.11 a limestone. 

"Considerable interest has been attached to this property since tho dis• 
covery in March, 1916, of tungsten a.lone with th() gold ores in the form of 
scheelitc. The mineral occur~ 1n small stringers with quartz. Samples have 
been to.ken rrom these quartz ledees which run as high as 40 porc 7nt tungsti~ 
acid, but it is claimed by the management that the vein as a. whole runs less 
than 2 percent. The veins carrying the best era.de of tungsten have been devel• 
oped tom 3mo.ll extent and the tungsten resources of the mine have not yet been 
detl!rminod .. 

11 The property is under louse and bond to Stone and Avena, of Denver, Colorado, 
who are doing some furthor development work. 11 

The record sinco 1916 is not complete, but it is known thnt in 1928, the Oregon­
?ittsburg Company worked the mineo In 1930, the Discon Mining Company, directed by 
Ac n. Coulter, developed the hich•crade ore shoot along the cox Lyman vein. Western United 
Gold Properties had tho mine for a tim~, and from 1935 to 1937, ~he Syl~anite Mining Company 
worked it during the summer months. Imperial Gold Uines, Inc., was incorporatad in July1 

1939, and began tho task of cleaning out tho old workings, constructing n mill, and ~tarting 
dovelopment p ·pa.ratory to mining. 

In the lato spring of 1940, the No. 2 tunnel was open to tho Sylvanite vein although 
vein itself was relntively inaccessible. Tho No. 3 tunnel was open to the intersection 

of the cox-Lyman vein nnd the Sylvanite vein but here again, little could bo determined of 
~b~ Sylvnnite vein. The slope had been pumped out and some proDpecting for extensions of 
the rich ore shoot was in progress. 

~lopmen!: Ho. J ·tunnel, oa:Oed the Oxley tunnel, is 250 feet lons; No. 2 tunnel 
~~~tains 600 feet of lateral work both drifts and crosscuts; No. l tunnel contains n cross­
cut 460 feet long, together with drifts totalling 650 lineal feet. In addition, a 45-
degree incline shaft has been sunk 602 feet. A number of shallow shafts and tunnels, most 
of which arc caved, have been openod from tim,e to time by pocket hunters. 

Geology: Country rocks are both meta 4 ignoous and metn-sedimontary~ An outcrop of 
grnnitoid rock occurs about a mile to the southeast of the mine. The structurnl trend of 
the mineralized zone is generally east or ~orth. 

Meta-igneous rocks whioh occur ea.st of tho Sylvanite vein or sheo.r zone have been in­
tensely sheared, fo.ulted, o.nd intruded by bnsic igneous dikes. Hydrous silicates resembling 
serpentirie hove d~veloped in some shear zones. Meta-sedimentary rocks occur in the rootwall 
of the Sylvanit~ shear zone and are presumed to extend westwardo 

Some shear zones havo been mineralized with quartz, calcite~ s~lphide, nnd small 
amounts of gold. The shear zones are known locally as veins. 

The ore doposits are related to complex shearing and faultine. The most persistent 
shearing, as re pre sonted by tho Syl vani te vein, trends _.9.lightly ea.st or north and dips south­
easterly nt about 45 degrees. Another zone of shearing trends nt right angles to tho Syl• 
vnnito shear zone and stands noarly varticnlo The so-called Cox~Lyrnan shear zone is an 
example of this type. Evidence available nhows no sequence of raulting between the two 
sy~tems. ~ach has cut and displ~ced the otherw 

t:· 
:l 



Jacikson County Gold Hill Area 

TIN PAN MINE (eold) Gold R11 l area · 

~: G. H. Nichols, Grants Pass; Orogon. 

General: "The Tin Pan ILine, 5 miles south,rest of Go.ld Hill, ls in the SW,\: 

sec. Jl, T~ 36 s., R. 3 w., on the ridge between Galls and Foots creeks, It 
was located.many years aso; in 1~08 it was o~ned by the Pacific American Gold 
MiningCompany and prospected by more than 1200 feet of drifts, shafts, and . 
other ~orkings on the vein without finding any large body of good ore, At 
tho.t 'time the mine was equipped with a lO•sta.111, mill (since removed} ha.vine a 
Bla.ke crusher o.nd two concentrating tables. · The country rook on top of the 
rid1~e wost of the mino is an andesite prophyry containing abundant much altered 
phonocrysts o~ plagioclaso, and bunches of green hornblen~e or brown biotite as 
well aa sorne magnetitel epidote, and siderite in a fine-granular groundma.ss. 
ln 191.3 tho workinss were badly caved anti inspection was impossible. It was 
rolooatod in June,1913 7 by Y. L. Hall. According to G. F. Kay: 

"'The country rock in which the ores occur are slat'es, limestones, and 
~recnstones, the grecnstones apparently being intrusive in the sedimentary 
rocks a.lthoueh some of them may be volcanic. The sedimentary rocks strike 
about N. 1J 0 £. The strike or the vein is between northeast and ea.st and the 
dip is nearly vertical. The vain varies in width from less than 16 inches 
to more than 6 foot of solid quartz between definite walle 1 which are in general 
but slightly altered. In pla.cos there is a gouge from l to 3 inches in width. 
This material is clay-l;ke, but it contains carbonates and sulphides, Most of 
tho go l<i content of tho vein 1 s in the sulphides, wh1 ch run about $ 60 to the 
ton. Tho sulphides aro _pyrite and galena. which tosether constitut~ less th an 
2 percent or tho ores, Some faulting ~as occurred. The zone of oxido.tion 
roa.ches 11 depth of more than 100 feet.•" 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:222 (quoted). 

TOLKAN IRON PROPERTY (iron) Gold Hill area 
see Garl'i ol d Iron and Lime Company. 

~; C, A. C. Tolman, Gold Hill, Oregon, 

Lessee: J.:asnoti te Re serve, a pllrtner ship consisting or Paul D. Dona.ldson, 
· John P. Hatch, o.nd Edgar C, Snyder, e.11 of Seattle, Washington, 

113 

~ti,_?!_1:: S1f{ sec, J, T, 36 s., R, 3 W,, on 11. ridse northwest of Sto.te Highway No . 234, 
and 2.1 miles north of the town of Gold Hill . The property is on the northwest side of the 
Rogue IUver. 

hr~~-= J patented claims • . 

t!~!!:,.o!l= · Hodge (38) stated that there had ·been no recent exploration, probably none 
since ,1,03, and that the minera.lizod zone was not completely exposed. In 1,42, Magnetite 
Rosorvo loased the property. 4 road was built to the deposit and bulldozer cuts wore made 
to expose the ore body. A few tons or ore were shipped to the pilot plant at Cascade Locks 
for a trial run to make sponee~iron. During the winter of 1,42-43, the road was washed out. 
Early in 1,11 J, plans wore being ma.do to re open the property. 

12!,vu l~pmon1:_: Jlumorous bulldozer cuts have been made aero s s the mineralized zone. A 

cavod adit is reported to b~ !OJ feet long with 72 feet of baok. On the Hawks Nest claim, 
owned by Mr. Tolman and located west of the property under discussion,thcre are 3 adits, 
portals of which are caved, Information ooncerning the lengths or these adits ie not 
available, 

{' t 
I 

I 



114 Oregon Metal Minos Handbook 

Ooologx~ Hodge (;8) reported o.n follows: 

"Tho ore oxposuros are covered by t~ree mining claims end to ond •••• with a 
combined length of a.bout lt,JOO feet. Tho iron•bearing zone forms tho backbone 
of n steep nnd narrow ridee bearing N-S. According to a report by H. v. Winchell 
and Ii'red T. Greene, in 1903, the zone ,ms thon tra.ceo.ble southwards (with o.n 
Boo-root R~P covered by alluvium) to a. distance of l,4~0 feet beyond tho south 
end of tho claims and into the homestead; this southerly extension of the zone 
is not now visible ••••. 

"The minoro.Uzod zone occupies o. well defined and nearly vertico.l contact 
botwoan limostono on the west o.nd a basic ienoous intrusion on tho ea.st. Near 
tho contact, tho limestone ia strongly silicifiod, whilo tho ieneous rock has o. 
donce, fcloitic texture, erndinB into a coarser crystalline texture fo.rther away. 
Tho iron mineral is chiefly magnetite, mixed with somo hematite. It occurs in~ 
lenses nnd stringers separated by bands of forruginous rock; some of the lenses 
aro fairly Goliu mo.e;netite to a width or a.bout one foot, but most of them are 
narrower, Mnenotito occurs also in smaller particles disseminated through the 
mineralized zone. The necessity for magnetic

0

concentration is plainly indicated, 
but thn separation could beein at coarse sizes. 

"Even in l90J the full width or the ore zone had not been exposod in any one 
place, Jinehell and Green givo it a range of from 20 to 60 foet, using an average 
of JO foot for thei~ tonnage estimate, which amounted to 760,000 tons too. depth 
of 50 fllet nnd an assumed length of 4,600 feet. The average assay of their 7 
samples wa.s: Iron, 51.63 percent, {Max. range, 42.60 per cent • 61.39 per cent); 
silicm, 6.67; sulphur, 0.208 percent; phosphorus, 0.060 per cent; titanium, none. 
A Si-pound sample from a pit at 2,000 feet elevation on the ridge crest analyzed 
for the Minernl Survey contained J.19 per cent silica, 96.82 por cent iron oxide 
and nlumina., 0.10 per cont sulphur and 0.004 per cont phosphorus. 

"In the present sto.to of developmont, the most southerly exposure of ore in 
place in inn eroup of pits 700 feet north of the south end of the claim adJoining 
tho homestead, and 240 feet in elevation above it. From hero northward, ore is 
exposed in pits and short trenches, at intorvals or JOO to 500 feet in distance 
and 100 to 180 feet in oleva.tion. In the intervals between exposures, the presence 
of some matcri~l rich in iron is indicated by a strip of deep-red soil, differin~ 
distinctly from that on either sido. The most northerly exposure is 21 100 feet 
from the most southerly, and 620 feet higher •••• 

"To supploment the inadequate evidence now disclosed by pits and trenching, 
o. dip•ncedle survey has been conducted along a series of lines approximately at 
rieht nnelos to the mineral zone and of lengths belioved eroat enough to include 
at le~st its most intensely mineralized portions. The position of these traverse 
linos io shown on the map; dip readines were taken at 25.foot intervals alone 
each lina •••• Inspection of the mo.gnotic profiles leads to the following observations. 

11 1. Tho most intense concentration of magnetite occurs within u. distance 
or about 600 roet alone tho crest of the r1dBe between elevations 2,000 ~nd 2,1500 

11 2. This magnetite doos .::?.~ occur in a massive continuous zone parallel 
with tho r.enoral·trond of tho contact between formations, but in sapnrated lenses 
appa.rently striking to the northeast or towards the intrusive body. 

II J • 
longth. 
50 root. 

Individual lenses probably do not exceed threo or four hundred feet in 
Their maximum width, as indicated by high magnetic i_ntensity, i~ a.bout 
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Jackson County - Gold Hill Areu 

114 0 only one point or abnormal magnetic inteni;ity was observed on the 
alluvial flnts south of the ~ineral ridge; this wus on homestead land JOO feet 
WSW. from tho southeast corner of the lowest minine claim; no corresponding 
intensity wao round 100 feet to the north. 

"5, )lo evidence wus observed to indicuto a continuation of a macnetite 
body south of the 11 dry creek" mentioned by Winchell o.nd Greene, even allowing 
for its havin~ been faulted, as they suggested." 
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According to Wells (40) tho deposit io at tho contact of metavolcanic and metasedimentury 
rock with an associated smull limestone lens and serpentine intrusivo. As surface outcrops 

0 r·rocks aro badly weathered, field identification is difficult. 

The country rock is sheared and the development of much secondary mica (sericitc?) 
eiico the rock a sohiatose churaoter. A dense, fine-grainod 1 silicified rock occurs locally. 
specimens of a granular rock composed of interlacing crystals of hornblende and a striated 
white pyroxene (Y) ure round. 

The original ore mineral was macnetite, It is partly altered ut the surface to hema­
tite and limonite,. Some of tho ·magnetite is in solid "veins"; some is disseminated. 

The oro zone, as oxposed, is some 50 feet wide. The strin5ers of ore have no definite 
walls and aro separated from one another by bands of un intensely sheared and altered rock -
now almost a mien schist. Narrow bunds of limestone occur in the mineralized zone but no 
"bodyn of limeDtone as mentioned by Hodge (37) is exposed in the bulldozer cuts. Tho magne~ 
tite. stringers urpear to be discontinuous, 

Tho mineralized zono trnnds N. 20° E, and is nearly vertical, The owner reported that 
magnetite was cut by the adit, which indicates a depth of at least 72 feet. The ore is re­
ported to be more massive at that depth, 

Presence of a serpentine band along tho contact of the metavolcanics and metasedimentsj 
and tho serpontinous appearance of the disseminated ore sugcest that the magnetite may be 

eonetically related to the serpentine intrusion. 

References: Hodge, Jll:60-,-66 (quoted in part) 
','/ells, 40, 

Report by: R,C,T,, March 25, 1943. 

TRUST 3USTCR ~lNi {gold) Gold Hill urea 
seo ~en cross 11ine 

11 The Trust Buster Lline 5 milos northeast of Gold Hill is a few hundred 
feet nouth of tho N,ff, corner of sec, 36 1 T. 35 S., R,_ JI, at an elevation 
of 1700 feet by barometer. It is equipped with~ Beers oill having a crusher) 
a plate, a concentratina tablo, and a 15 H.P. gas engine, An adit shows sev­
eral quartz veins in tonalite; the junction of two veins elves a small shoot 
or ore YThich 
adit levol. 
vein strikes 
Coast Mining 

Reference: 

TYJ.o:E PROPERTY 

has boen mined out to the surface, and about 20 feet below the 
Tho workings ure too shallow to show sulphide ore. The main 
N. 50• N, and dips 46° S,W, The mine w•s leased by the Pacific 
Compa~y about 4 yoars .ago,'' 

Parks & Swartley, 16:224 (qooted) 

Gold Hill area 

see B1B Chief Property 
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UNITED COPPER COMPANY (copper) Gold Hi 11 area 

see Mountain View Mine; ~~pper King.1!~ 

"Office: 95 Union St . , Seattle, Washington, S, s. Fluhart, 2600 First St., 
Seattle, Pres,; B. E, Fluhart, Leland, Oregon, Sec, and Attorney-in-Fact; 
Dr, R, N. Leezer, 95 Union st., Seattl9, Treas, Capitai stock, $1 1 000,000. 

"Tho property of this company, i·,he Copper Kine mine, is located at the head 
of the Slate creek branch of Grave Greek about 18 miles east of Leland, 

"rhe ore deposit is a well defined fissure vein in andesite. The develop• 
ment in September, 1916, had exposed by surface cuts a well defined quartz vein 
with chalcopyrite which is sa~d by tho manager to run between 4 and 5 percent 
copper and two dollars in gold. This ~ompany is erecting a mill on the property 
with which they will concentrate these sulphides to smaller bulk and haul to the 
railroad at Leland," 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:226 (quoted) 

UTAH QUICKSILVER COUPANY (quicksilver) Gold Hill area 

"Incorporated about August 1, 1916. Incorporators, Alex Nibley, Edwin Jones, 
and W, Y. Cannon of Salt Lake City, with a capital stock of $50,000. 

"The property containn 35 claim1> near the Chisholm group. 

"The ore depoGit consists of ~lnnabar 1n shear zone in andesite, the cinnabar 
being found over a wide torritory in th!s section but usually quite low erade, 
The chief showing is on the Rainier Claim whore cinnabar deposits alone with pyrite 
outcrops in an andesite fault breccia. Tho vein strikes ?I. 70° ti, and contains 
black quartz 12 to 15 inches wide with a well defined wnll, 

"The development work at this point consists of an open cut 12 to 15 feet 
deep exposing a vein some 20 feet in length, The vein is opened up in 2 or J 
other points thus t~acin& it for 3 or 4 hundred feet . The property in at p~esent 
under option to Do3ton people." 

Note: Judglngfrom the general locality given o.nd the mention of o. Rainier Claim, this company 
may hav':l worked what is now known as thP !Va.: · Eaelc Lline , (See also Chisholm Claims.) 

lleferen~; Parks & Swartley, 16: n7 · (quoted). · 

VfWJ.:AN PLACER (:;old) Gold Hill area 

11 011 Sardine Creek placer minlns has generally been conducted on a small 
scale, but it ho.s been fairly continuous for many years, In 1901 the Vroman 
placer was productive; in 1908 mining wo.s still in progress." 

Reference: Winchell, 14:163 (quoted) 

;/ARD CHEEK 1,:ANGAlli:SE Gold Hill area 

~: ',1, 1"1. Canon, Grnnts Pass, Oregon. 

Location: Delow the road at the southeast corner of sec. 36, To 35 s., R. 4 W. 
Elevation approximately 2000 feet, 

Eeology: A mineralized zono consistine of a discontinuous quartz dik~ and as ~o ciatea 
manganese minerals cut~ the Mo.y Creek formation . The trend of tho zono is N. 25" E;. , 



Jackson County w Oold Hill Arca 117 

may be traced for a.t lea.st half a mile. Manganese minerals show along a distance of a few 
hundred feet and are contained in thit: sheets conforming to bedding of the finely laminated 
and highly meta!llorp!,osed sandstones and shales, The thickest manganiferous band observed 
was approximately 10 inchos thick. All the bands are highly siliceous and contain rhodonite, 
in addition to small amounts of manganese oxides. Development consists of a few shallow 
opon cuts, 

Report by: J,E,A , , October 6, 1937. 

WARD CREEK PLACER l!.l~l.E§. Gold Hill area 
include Baerlocker placer, formerly Duncan placer, and Old place~, 

~~_!: 
of Evans Cr·oek, 
19111, 

A number of small placer deposits are located alone Ward Creek} a tributary 
Most of the deposits are in T, 36 s,, R, 4 W, None was active in February, 

ED BA~RLOCKIR PLACER: This deposit is located downstream from the Magerle placer in 
seo, 1, T, 36 S,, R, 4 W. Snipers have worked here and at various other points along the 
~roek, The water supply in small . The Ward Creek drainage area is 6mall and contains no 
snow storaee. Tho eold found in the placer gravels here originated from local gold seams, 
No eold has been recovered above Jard Creek opposite tho Gold Chloride Mine in the NEi 
5QC, 25, T, 35 S,, R, 4 ~. Tho road lea.dine to the placers is impassable in wet weather, 

DUNCAN PLACSR: Theso eravels lie in the lowei portion of Ward Creek, 

OLD PLACER: Thiz deposit is located about 2 miles below the Uagerle property in a 
tributary canyon. It is reported that these gravels were placered many years ago. Avail • 
able wator supply i~ vory small, 

Report by: n.C.T,) February 28, 1941. 

ii'AR EAGLE t:IllE (quicksilver) Gold Hill area 

Owner-: Minero.l Uine!l, Inc., 1310 II, 45th, Seattle, ?fo.shineton, a Washington corpora~ 
tioni Glay Nixon, Pres., Dexter Horton Bu1ldin~, Seattlo; Mrs, L, M, Parson, Sec,•treo.s, 

Location: The proJ.>erty is located mainly in sec, 17, in W~ sec, 16, wt 3;•1i sec, 9, 
s! secs . '.' !, 8_. NE i m~;, ,;,. c, 20, nnd mt{ !H'l;t· sec, 21, all in T. 34 S,, R, 2 li, in the so• 
called Ueadows district, Th~ mine muy be reached from the town of Gold Hill as follows: 
Crater Lako highway (State 2311) 12 miles to Evans Creek road, thence 6.7 miles to r·oad 
forks, thence on right fork 1.85 miloo to private road on the left, thence ,45 miles to 
the mine office. Tho total distance from Gold Hill is 21 miles, 

~: 750 acres (in excess of 36 minine claims, mostly patented). 

Histor,y: "The War Eaele mine was discovered in l'.)16 by Carl Burtelson. It was 
developed by the Rainier Mining Co, until l'.)19 when it was taken over by the 
newly incorporated War Eacle Mining Co. Durlne 1917 a Johnson McKay retort was 
in operation and 565 flasks of quicksilver were produced to August 11, 1,20, 
according to a report of that date by Clifford Dennis, 

.. ,,"At tho time of Dennis• report, the stope under the discovery shaft 
had beon mined, The upper and lower tunnels had been run, F~om the upper tunnel, 
drifts had been run 120 feet to tho eaat and 100 foet wost. Since then the cast 
drift has bcon oxtendod some 40 feet •••• 

"A 25~ton Scott furnace plant was built on the property in 1920. It was a 
well-built plant and operated normally although the operators 5eemed ereatly 
trouolod by the fact that arsenic trioxide condensed with tho quicksilver in the 
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oondonaor3, As axplo.incd in tho chapter on mot~llurey this 15 unnvoidablo when 
tho oro cont~ins nrsenioul minoruls o.nd tho War Eacle ore wns known to hQVe a 
laree arsenic content. 

"Tho D<''.'t plant was opcrn.ted only o. short time in 1921 an this wan o. diso.ntroun 
ya~r for quicknilvur mining in the United st~tes ln which practically all our 
rtUickoilvcr minc::i wore forced to shut down <lue to low prices and inability to 
acll their product. 

"Dy 1926 tho a!'fo.irs or the War ~a.gle I.{ining Co. hnd become so involved that 
tho proporty wuo sold under foreclosure to satisfy debts and claims held against 
lt, 

"It ·:m.:1 ~ought by Jcrtelson, llurder, Kidd· c.nd llilsin~er~ Thoy turnod the 
pr9perty ovbr t~ the Medford aeducin~ and Refinlns Co. for stock und bonds of 
thls oomp~ny. This lledCord Reducing and norining Co. was capitalized ~t $1,500,000 
~~nd ;.:.n iscut: of ~lG0,000 i'irst mortgo.ge bond:i \'ferc put out. This company o.ppears 
to i1:LVC hocn lnr•goly .::. promotion schome c.nd the property passed into the hands 
of tho rooeivor in the spring or 19213. Tho mine then beep.mo tho property or the 
oonc.iholdors. 

1"ro·bl produc-Uou to tho end of 1137 iD so:no 640 flasko, As most or this 
2,roduct was mado in yon.rs or hii:;h prices the total value or the mine• s output is 
~~out $69,000. Total tonn~~e treu.tod was about 3,JOO tons so that the average 
Cl'li.do ol' the oro wo.s 15 lbs. per ton. It is rumored that the production wo.s 
lnrsor hut thoro une no figures available to prove it. 

11 Tho wo:rkin[.;s to'tnl some 2,400 feet. Then about one flo.sk or quicksilver 
haa boon produced fo1• overy four foet 01' workines thus fnr run. 11 

ln 19111 u.nd l'.7'!2, 1.-iinora.l Mines Inc., pro.apacted the coal vein, u.nd installed a floto.~ 
tion pla.nt to ho.ntllc this ore. It was found ·tha.t the clnnnbar is closely related to the 
f.iult zono, a.nd docs not occur unit'ormly throuchout the conl seam. 

~!:'.!,.?lopmoni:_~ No a.dditio·nal work has been done .• except in the coal~ oince Schuette•::i 
rQport. Tho coa.l udit is 960 foet long and the face is about vertically under the mill. 
(Company Report), Tho o.dit slopos townrd tho face o.t an anelc of 5 deerees, A small 
amount or ore has been rained from this adlt and hauled to the mill for treatment. 

Geologr: The 3eoloey of the cinnabar occurrencos ls described by Schuette (J81ll5) 
as follows: 

"'rl1la 'i{µr Ea.ale mine on the iiar Engle e.nd Rainier clnimo is in the Jdo.y 
Creok ~chist, which strikes north east, The mine fault, in which the ore occurs, 
cuts through the nchist with a. striko of N 70° Was shown on the plan of the mine. 
ln tho uppor workings tho dip of the fault ls steeply NE but lt reverses at the 
lowor lovel and is SW in tho winze below it. Tho ore occurs in shoots between 
tho wo.lls of the fault, These wo.llG aro from 3 feet to 12 or more feet apo.rt 
and ure murkod by distinct slickensldos in hard tough fault gouge. The cinnabar 
hns been smoarcd out on tho slickensides by post-mlnornl movement. 

11 'rho sohi st i'orming tho wo.11 rocks is 11. dense impervious rock and the rising 
mlnoro.l .. bearlne solutions which formed the orebodies were confined by lt and by 
tho fault gouge 'to the space botween the walls of the fault :one. In this fault 
zone tho schist w~a b:reccinted and a preliminary silicificntion deposited chalced­
ony in tho voidn ol' tho brcccia.. Further movement of tho fuult brecciated this 
chalcedony a~d then morcury and iron oulfidcs ~,ere dopositod from solution in the 
lntorotitial spuco or tho brecciu. The ma:rcury sulfides depositod as the red 
cinnabar und tho iron sulfides woro deposited ao pyrite and mo.rcasite. The mnr• 
co.site contu.ins o.rsonlc a.lthoueh no o.rsenicn.l minora.l has been identified. To 
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Judge by the strio.ted surface of the sliokensidcs the fo.ult movement had both a 
vertical and horizontal component,· Such a movement usually l'or1ns bodies of breccia, 
aha.pod liko inclined flattened cylinders, whioh act o.s t,10 reccpta~le rock for the 
ore, 

11 In the V/a.r Eagle mine o.t least two such orebodies were formed and ho.ve been 
po.rtially stoped. The mineralizins solutions rose in tho faul~ zono because the 
impervious no.turc of the wall rocks and gouges prevented their diiaemination. They 
then co.rriod their load of mineral ma.tter into the interstitial space of the 
breccio. and hero their upwo.rd oourse wus slowed down or they were trapped by over­
head couges nni c4oled sufficiently to prcaipitato the sulfides thus forming the 
orebodies. 1'i:o workings shown in tlottod outline under tho discovery sha.ft o.re 
largely inaccessible beins partly caved o.nd partly filled. Cinnabar could be seen 
on the wo.11 slips and in Goo.ms in the bo.ck. 

11ilost o!' No. J Raise a narrow stope has ouon cz..rried up on otulls. Tho east 
wall of this stopo in the raise showed fnir ore and ore can be seen in the back 
of tho lower level. 

11 ::!ust from thoze workings on the upper level the end of the level is in 
heavy sulfides showing no cinnabar. Thcsa r.ro oimilo.r to the heavy sulfidos oo­
curring west of tho ore in the lower level stope ~hove the winze. The orobody on 
the lowur lovol, ut the winze, has been parti~lly stopod above o.nd below t~e level. 

"The oast end of the lower level is in honvy sulfides 11gnin o.nd is beginning 
to Dhow faint streo.ks of cinnabo.r. Tho mining has been done inn rather slipshod 
mnnnor due apparently to inexperience. 

11 Thc oreshoots appear to rake or pitoh down to the ea.st o.t a. rather flat 
o.nglo. 11he cinnabar seems to be on the top and onst side of tho orenhoots while the 
he11vy bo.rron sulfides o.re on the bottom and wost sides. This suggests tho.t the 
cinno.ba.r muy have been deposited nhead of the other sulfides. 

111n 1936, Goo. Schumo.cher while proi:Jpectins do,m Hattlesnake Creak near the 
corarnon corner of Sections 8t 9, 17, and 16, found cinna.bo.r in o. 11 coal 11 scam in 
the flnt-boddod shales and sandstones of the Umpqua formation •• ,. 

"This coal areo. is south of the camp a.nd bolow it in elevation. Here, 
Rnttlosnake Creok runs southeasterly towards Evans Creek, The southwest side of 
tho croek makes a steep 6-root bank at the sito of tho new discovery. Here, a 
"coal. scam" was exposed in the bod or the creek a.nd on examination it was found 
to contuin cinnabar. 

''A 3hort inclined shaft ~as put down and a drift and some crosscuts were 
!'Un from it •••• Tho 11 coal so art.' (actually a lignite) that outcropped was about 
~B inches thick. Uelow this was a stratum of clay sho.le about 1i inches thick; 
;elow this was n coal Gearn soma 24 inches thick and below this was olay shale 
~or u~ least 12 inches, 

uTho coal sea.ms carry cinno.bur whilo tho intervening clay shale bands seem 
to be barren whon panned. The coal learns vary in cinnabar content from place to 
place but as exp~sed thoy wore nowhere barren and in places panned over l per 
cent in quicksilver. 

"In 19:7 a now tunnel was started into the s.w. side of the creek some 200 

feet below the discovery tunnel. This runs s.n. and then turns to the right 
paralleling tho creek. This work exposes coal seams up to four feet thick in 
places that also oarry cinnabar. Tho N,E. side of th~ creek has not yet been 
prospected for this cou.l soa.m," 
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Oregon Metal Mines Handbook 

Tho co~l vein is i~ Eocene {Umpqua) siltstono and sandstone. Tho sandstone appr 
graywack~ in compo~ition. Tho coal is lignitic, as is most of the coo.l of the Rogue 
coal Ciold. lt is li to J foet thick with numerous bone partincs. At least two coal 
occur; tho upper ono ls thinner than the lower and they are separo.tod by ~o.~istone fr 
6 inches to 2 foot in thickness. Apparently a third seam occurs near the present fa~ 
the coo.l adit. 

The 
dogrcr,s '7 

southwest 
has a. dip 
o.ren. 

coo.l vein dips 5 ,. 10 degrees, S. 45 - _ .. O dc,~ri.i~s \'l. ';'h(i strike is n. 20 -

~ prominunt norm~l r~ult, trending N. 45 - 50 degrees N., strikes along t. 
~ide of the coal adit, and is probnbly a bedding•plane fa.ult~ Part of the 
of 45 deerees, but flo.ttens to 25 degrees and lean as it passes into the oo 

~innnbnr ~nn deposited in fractures in tho coa~. and appears to be richer in th, 
eecm. Deposition wus not uniform and, as a rasult, accureto sampling is difficult. 
bar 1:; found u.lso in tho siltstono bct\'l'een coal sea.ms near the face of the aditv H~us 

concentrntion of ore seems to bo near tho fault plane, where it flattens. Insufficie1 
prospGctinc haa boen dona to tho northeast to provo the quantity of oro in that direc 
From field oxo.mination it 3eems that the quantity decreo.se9 to the northeast. No ore 
boon found southwent or the fault. 

f/.oto.llurgy_: "Reduction Plant; The Scott l'urnace plant orected in 1920 has been 
po.rtly tern down as can be seen in Photo 22, Part of the firebrick and tile of 
tho furno.co has buen used to build rotorts at various sites on tho property. Th6 
furnace oould oe restored but a new condenser would have to bo built,.,, 

"The ,ff~!~ la.gle min~ is perhaps the only quicksilver mino in tho United 
States that has a.n o.ppreciablo o.r•enic content in the ore. Lo. Soterrana mine 
in Spain hns a similar ore. 

"The arsenic vaporisea on heatine, as does tho mercury, and it condenses 
o.a o. Jrny powdor in the form of arsenic trioxide, ~hen retorting or furnacing 
those ores the arsenic t1•ioxide powder and the finely divided mercury condense 
toeethor nnd t:1e morcury must :.:ie separo.ted i'rom the arsenic before bottling.· In 
Spo.ln the mixture was retorted with l1tharge yieldine mercury nnd leo.<l arsenate, 
Such a process would probably not pay he1•e in tho United States o.nd it is bett(ll 
to waste the arsenic. Tests made on the War Eagle arsenico.l soot showed that the 
mercury oould oasily bo oeparo.ted from the arsenic trioxide by agitating the 
mixture 1n about 5 parts of water for half an hour, in which time the mercury 
droplets coalesce and the quicksilver co.n be drawn off ready to be bottled. 

"Since the arsenic is in the marcasito only, selective flotation would serve 
to remove the o.rsenic from the ore before it la roasted. Such a process has be6n 
developed for L~ Soterruna mine in Spain by Prof, Maurice Rey of the Univorsity 
or Liege in Belgium. 

11 Some tost1J wore rno.do on ·far Eagle ore by the Ro.re and Precious Metals Ex., 
perlment Station of tho u. S, Bureau of I.lines at Hono, Nc:va.da, undor the directio:. 
of idmund S. Leaver. This investigation showed that tho oxidized ore does not 
conoontrn.to v1ell by alt.her gravity concentration or flotationo Lenching with 
nlkaline sulfide:; wa.s not thought feasible beco.use of the acid salts in the ore. 

"The sulfide oro \f.l.9 a.monablo to selective flotation, using lime and alku.line 
cyanide to depress tho pyrite. Recovery o.nd ra.tio of concentration, it was found, 
would proba.~ly depend largely on the finoneas of grinding." 

~quipment: Tho present Company has been working only on the ore in coal nnd sele0, 
or a. flow shoot has been based on the separation of cinnabar from this material. Ore i 

stored in a 60-ton ore bin and eoes over a li-inch grizzly. Oversize is shale as the CL 
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brenko vory fine, 7he flow sheot is ossentinlly a.s follows: undersize from the grizzly 
noos ton J-ft, by 8-rt. rod mill which discharges to a 4-ft. by 18-ft. ola.ssifior. Dis• 

ho.rao frorn tho classifier goos to aix flotation cells, concentrates !'!'om which go to n 

~hickenor and 11 1'1lter. Tho concentrates :i.re to be retorted. Oversize from the classi• 
rier coes too. 50-ton ball mill o.nd back int6 tho circuit. 

A small retort, built by Ur. Parson, is to bo used to retort tho concentrate. It has 
a. rut&ting c:,li11dcx•, ubout 16 inche9 by 5 foot, tho.t is ho.nd-chareed, Tho retort is oil­
fired. It i~ ul.:iiffiod that JOO lbo. of dry concentrates can be handled in an hour, 

Rofcronco: !;;ohuotto, .38:ll.'.3-120 (quotod). ---
ilopor~,.;L,: H.C,T., vctouer 27, 1942 . 

Gold 11111 o.rea 

~;. II. 13, '.'i::.rner, Aza.lou, Oro eon. 

1,oca.tion: 
from Aznloa.. 

At the bend of Lnst Chance Creok in sec. 4, T, .'.33 s., R, 4 J., about 9 miles 
Elovation is c.pprox1ma.tely 4000 feet. 

~: 13C .:1c1•os, pc.tontl.ld, 

Gonera.l: A vein, up to l foot in width, is on a conta.ct between porphyry nnd serpen­
tine, Development 15 reported to consiGt of a. sh~ft JO feet deep from which a. drift 40 
feet long has 0oen drivon, ~quipment includes a Gibnon prospecting mill and o. li·hp, 

Jtovor_ cas cncinc, 

Hcport ~: J,i!:,:·.:,, 1938. 

WEBB ~. T ,\IN on 
nee Paoifio Syn<lic~tc ~inc 

77 ES ·r .m11 ;.,rn:::rt.\L l'HG !JU:.: TS C 01.:p ANY 

sec Mount~in Kine Uine 

!£STERN ONITED GOLD l'ROPER'rIE~ 
_soe !l.lvo.nite L'.1ne 

IHITE HORS£ ~INING CC~PANY (lodo and placer gold) 

Gold Hill area 

Gold Hill aroa 

Gold Hill area. 

Gold Hill area 

~~n.: SW;r. soo .. J, T, .'.36 S,, R. 3 W,, southwest of the Tolman Iron property. It 
lies at the hua.u of ~n unnamod guloh that intersects State Hwy. 234, 2.1 miles from the 
Gold 11111 po:;t offi ce . 

lli:it~~:: "Office: 1124 !Joard of Trade Dldg., Portland, Oreeon. I, G, Davidson, 
Pre 9,; J, F, ilooctin, Soc,; J, 1,1, Leiter, Treas,, all of Portland, Capita.l stock, 
~100 1 000; p~r vuluo, $5.00; all subscribed, issuod and paid up. (1916 report) 

''This company owns placer eround .'.3 miles northeast or Gold Hill in Sec, 3, 
T, ;G 3,, R, J \'/, There is no activity at tho property," 

Since the abovo r eport, undoreround work has been done and quartz ore tre a ted in a 

small mill. 
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E.:2]~J;l.: Tho country rook is ohea.rod a.nd nlterod material contnining oonsidorable 
sericitc. Soma limestone is piled on one of the dumps and probably tho immediate locality 
is made up of metnsodimont, although tho eeneral a.roa is indicated a.s metavolcanic rock by 
~/ells (4oj, However, no limestone outcrops were observed in the immediato. vicinity. Mining 
wa.s done along a. shear zone, tho trend of which is N, 20° E. A qua.rtz vein 4 inches wide 
shows in the fuco of the cut over the caved uppor adit, Somo sma.11 qua.rtz veins, a.pparontly 
dopositnd alone Joint pianos, intersect the main vein. The quartz is elassy and hard. Sev­
eral rotted sacks or oro contain both quartz and sheared wall rock, indicatine that values 
wore f~und in tho wall rock close to tho vein as well a.sin the vein it r elf. 

~!.~.!.: i7orkines ars caved a.nd inacoessibla. · The upper pa.rt of the workines includes 
a shaft or unrecorded depth together with an a.dit driven at the level of the collar, The 
lower workineo include nn adit of unrecorded leneth, portnl of which is near the cabin. 
The caMp contains oxcellont buildings. Road to the property is poor. This mine is No, 35 
in the 11st civen in Uclls (40), The property is inactive (1943). 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:236 {quoted). 

Rooor~: il.G,T., March 25, 19t~3. 

1HIT~EY ~INE (eold) 

Gonornl: Parks & S'. :1rtloy reported us follows; 

Go-ld Hill area 

"The \'(hitnoy mine 2 miles ca.st of Gold Hill 1s in tho N,E,7;: S,W,;\- sec. 13, 
T. 36 s., R, 3 i., in a coarse subsiliceous rock not fnr west of the tonalite 
border , The main ontry at a.n elevation or 1375 feet, is a crosscut for 130 feet; 
~t 10 feet from the portal a vein said to have produced high grade ore strikes 
JI. 50° 'if, o.nd dips 60° s . W, At 70 feet l'rom the port:i.l a. drift follows vein 
No. 1 for 290 feet; thi3 vein contains 2 to 5 feat or soft mo.torinl with strinsers 
of quartz; it strikes N. 67° W, and dips 55° to 75° S,W. At the breast of the 
cro9ncut a raise follows vein No. 2 which has a 3·foot vein-filling like the pre­
codine and is o.bout parnllel with it, In these workings small strincers of 
aplitc aro common gonorally standinc about vertical and trending north. In 
anothor adit only 20 feet vertically higher, the No, 2 vain is found to .be in a 
granitic diko while tho No, 1 voin is on tho era.nite contact about 30 feet dis­
tant , At this level the latter is o. sheur zone ca.rryini:; a. little quartz. Sev­
eral smaller veins have been explored for short distances, One of them oonta.ins 
some cha.lcopyrite in places. At the intersections of these veins with tho larger 
ones good oro has been found. A subsiliceous rock containing considerable mag­
netite is associuted with these veins and not found elsowhere on the hill. It 
appours to be a. contact phase rather than a. aeparato intrusion. In -thin section 
it is found to consist of coarse augite und magnetite with a little olivine and 
brown hornblonda. 11 

Refaronce: Parks & Swartley, 16:236 (quoted) 

Gold Hill area 

~2,.: C. U., J. R,, '/1, G., and F, T. Willia.ms, 

Location: Nonr the mouth of Ditch Creek in sec, 32, T, 34 s., R. 4 ;,, about 12 miles 
north of tho town of Rogue River, Elevation of tho property is approximntely 1500 feet, 

~: 200 acres, patontod. 
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History: The father or the present owners of !ho property homesteaded the around 
many years ago nnd did not allow mining on the proporty while he was alive. Since his 
death in 1,32, the property has been operated eaoh season. 

123 

Geology: lledrook is grunito which is easily cleaned. Tho gravel contnins no large 
rocks and only n nmnll amount of clay. An average aection is made up of 12 feet or gravel 
with 5 feet of overburden. Fiftoen acres, re~orted to avornce about 25{ a yard, hao been 
mined. Gold is reported to bo relatively coarse. 

General: Water riaht consists of 20 c.f.s. from Ditch Creek. Nater ls delivered by 
means of a ditch about a_milo lqng ~n~.through 3000 feet of pipe from ll to J2 inches in 
diameter. ·Two giants (No. 1 and Ro. 2) deliver water under a head of 165 feet. Mnximum 
snowfall is 2 feet, 

Report bl: J • E • u, , 1938 • 
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Nev. 

Ca. 

HYDRAULIC MINES-A 
A-Little Applegate 

B-Cameron 

C-China Gulch 

D-McKee Bridge 

E- Flumet Gulch 

F-Flumet Flat 

G-Lower Palmer Creek 

H-Upper Palmer Creek 

I-Grand Applegate 

J-KI ippel 

K-Seattle Bar 

L- Rich Gulch 

M-Browntown 

LOCATION MAP 
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Chinese Quarter 

0 Little G reY,back Mtn. 
(Elev.5,084' a.s.1.) 

0Stein Bi.J_tJe 
(Elev. 4,4UU' a.s.L) 
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Figure l. Map of Applegate Valley and environs. Triangles mark location of hydraulic mines/mining camps. 
Dotted lines show route of four (out of over fifteen) major mining ditches built by the Chinese in this area. 
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The Sylvanite mine recalls colorful gold mining history 
By Janet Sessions 

Gold Hill has long been known 
for its wealth of gold mining 
history. Some notable signs of that 
bygone era still linger today, tucked 
away, preserved mainly because 
souvenir hunters and vandals have 
not had easy access to them. One 
such majestic relic is the weathered 
three story stamp mill of the 
Sylvanite mine. 

Named after a combination 
silver/gold ore, the Syl vanite really ' 
blossomed during the late J920's 
and early 30's. When George Haff 
had the property under the Discon 
Gold Mining, Co., the mine 
produced 970 ounces of gold in its 
first I 50 hours of free gold recovery 
work. 

Though the boards nailed to 
form the walls and ceiling are 
slowly falling down, the main 
beams and original timbers stiU 
stand, as stout as the day they were 
put into place. This tall building 
was erected on a steep hillside, just 
below one of the main tunnel 
entrances. 

Tracks from the mine led to the 
top level of the mill, where a ttarn 
delivered the chunks of ore into the 
"jaw crusher." Pine ore chutes 
brought the material to the ten 
Hammond stamps where it was 
pounded into bits at the second 
level, .from there anQtl)er chute lad 
t( 

shaker table did its vibrating work, 
separating the ore. 

Twin faucets fed water to the 
ore on the table. Water for the mill 
was pumped from the base of the 
hill to a wooded water tank above 
the mill. 

George Tulare and his partner 
Sam K.ikman owned the m ine in the 
early 30's. Ninety-One year old 
Tulare .recalls, "We bought the 
mine, intact and in running order, 
from the County for taxes. There 
was a big labor bill against it too, 
which we had to pay off. During 
our first three weeks of operation 
we recovered $14,000 worth of 
gold." 

He laughs, "That was at 1933 
prices. I laid new mine tracks then, 
because the old ties were rotten. 
And the power line was my project, 
too. l· got the ttansformer and 
insulators from CopCo. See, there 
was 300 feet of water in the shafts 
and we used an electric motor and 
sinker pump to bring it out." The 
power source was on a rheostat with 
a slate backing. 

"When we bought the land 
there was only a ttail running up to 
the mine. I grubbed out the ttees 
and built the roadway up there." 

"We killed several rattlesnakes 
around the mill. I built our house 
at the base of the hill and one day a 

raJtler, :,vas in the yi!fd: M yrwife i~ 

closed the ends, then waited for me 
to come and kill iL" 

One of Tulare's most exciting 
times was when he lit a short 
powder fuse before the long one. 
"Boy, when I realized what I had 
done, I dove headfirst out of there." 

When wages got too high, and 
the old miners were all dying off, 
the partners could no longer find 
any "real men" to work, and they 
were having problems between 
them~lves, they closed the mine. 

The stamp mill at the Sylvanite mine. 

In later years Tulare leased a chrome 
mine in Gal ice and hauled the ore to 
Grants Pass where it was sold to the 
government. 

The dirty ore was ttucked to 
Gold Hill and taken to the Sylvanite 
stamp mill to be washed down. 
"To tell you the ttuth," says the 
spry 9 1 year old, "I made a lot more 
off of the chrome than I ever did off 
of gold." These words were spoken 
by a man who did very well in gold 
even before his Sylvanite days, back 

,, 

to when he spent eight years placer 
mining at Sawyer's Bar. 

In 1963 George Tulare sold out 
to Daniel Jones who hopes to one 
day have the funds to restore the 
magnificent edifice. 

"If I win the Oregon lottery, 
the first thing I'll do is fix this 
place up." Meanwhile the mill 
building, powder shed, and 
blacksmith shop peacefully s leep 
away their twilight years. They'v,e 
earned their retirement. 

Dragons invade Gold Hill Library 
By Jeannette Lancaster 

Gold Hill Librarian 
Enter another world and 

imagine what such beasts as 

We have also assembled a collection 
of books to supplement the case 
:ollection and they all may be 
•:hecked out for a couple of weeks. 

In European culture the dragon is 
seen as a ferocious beast that 
repesents evil and was something to 
be conquered and killed. The eastem 
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,: Ufll, · classified ·as .to ·their. rcspcctJvo. districts: '-.. 
:,: ~::':I~cs Cr~k: . ··: Revenue, Allee, 1tienden4hil\.·· . 
_;:Ro~rhi(t"'Glml.~·t,~ B~~de~?tlllllo_naltt.-Gei1ten•__:_ 
·.: ~ -plawr:, nnd _ni.uny:othcrs; nlao .the Hughes ·. 
t ~.?.d.)!~~~~1~~1.4_eiJ~Q~qµ~-~J~,~-:.. _ ____ ~·'~· · . · · --: 
. Galls . Creek: . Dill Nye, rec~ntly purcluulcd: 

~::-by ··a· ··p(>werfnl ·.- ·F~ch-:-syndlcatc-;:-~perntlng-:­
:· mine~ ·;in· ·a11 parts. of . the· worldi . r~ve . ~ta.nips · . 
·. will ~o.<?n: ~c iri operation~ . Gold Standard, : .. 

· Red Oak, ~tlcsnnkc1 l{ublf, Tin Pan, ~urns · · 
· & DufCJcld, II. D •• Jones~ · I...aat- \Chanco, ·and· 
. Dig .Foot. ·. . 

. Foots' Creek~ Cliamplln ·· .. Dr~dglng . Co~,:. 
rmi'ck· .. Cl1annc1· placer t Lo.nee nros.·. placer, 
Dbfo· Quclm, · ·ncrth~,·- Ilorscshoe, · Swaker, 
IIU:~ml.ngbJrd, · nnd m~ui'y others. . 

· ·· .Sardine Creek: . .Lfttlc .OJn.nt, . lllnck II~nvk, 
. Grey Eagle, Lucky Dart · group, CQrporal G, ... 
Garrf~on, Haff groQ.p, 111.ncklc, Smith' placer; ,. : 
J;)usenbury ·. placer, .' and. )nnnr ~the~; . th.ls . 
creek: placers· its c~tiro 'length. . . . . ·. 

. · Rogue River· .Hips":· . Fa~rvJe,v~ · Bllzzard> 
. '\ihite:_ Horse,· :~flvan_ftc/ TrUBtbustcr, .facto. . · 

· Uan~ Gntffold :(Jron,, . Fleml~g~W~r~· j~n) / , 
: Qold ·H1~1 · l't1ountaJp :· Gold.· IIlll -Je(Jge, . Cop- -· 

.. ~r Quee·~, "VJ!itncy/· FJsl1cr,· Dlkem~n and 
· rnii.ny : others.:· · · .· .. ·'- ·: · 



HYDRAULIC GIANT 
(\Vater Cannon) 

99.17. 1 Donated by Fran Nichols, Eagle Point, OR 
fg. By Empire Foundry, Marysville, CA in 1900 

Used in the Mother Lode Country 

Photo sho,vn is hydraulic operation on Sardine Creek 
in year 1904. Mine on property of and operated 

by Robert Lane Dusenberry. 
,e had six (6) sons, Cal, Joe, Sam, Toots, Robbie and Ralph 

All are thought to be in photo neg. # 1627 
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the ·c.enter. ~here are. indications that Gold:Hill wa~ once an 
·._.· .· .• .. :·.· .. . ::· . . :.·:· .. · ... : : .:- "i.' :.: .. . ·,: ~:.. . 

eno_rmous. slide. which had ~ro~en of_f. .from the mow:itains to. the_ 
• ... •• '·~·~ .. ~t ~ .... • .• :;·· • • ~• .~. ~ ·.: ." : •• • :._ "=:~···:··:.:·: .. : .;, ... •I.• • • • • : 

west ... and fallen. into :t_he valley. be~ow. ·. Iron ore was found 
; ,. .. · : · :·· ·.. . • ... ·. . . _: ... • · ~, .•. • . • • • ... : • : .•.f 4 r·,t •• "'. • "• • • 
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h~;~··i~ ~~·~$~~{.;_'~d.·a>:c~·mp.~y ·was· ;·fc>rm~d ·~to .~Q~k :the ore, but-
>: .... ~.:· .. :::i ..... :_:·.: :·:-.: .:./.' ·--~ ::, . : _·,.·: _· __ ::,:'.. :· .. ;··:· .. ~_<:;,::-.~ ·· ... ·.:: l' .. •i ·.-:·. 

riotliing·. came: of· this~ ·About the. base of. the hill lies the 
... -~ .. .'.:· <:,. ·:···_,·:.·,' ~;·:.,:: :-...· ~. ·.:.; ,-;_ .. ._: ... :i ·: · ... :· ,·/).::.: . . . . . . .... ·. . . 1 
railway which·coIU1ecta Califoniia with the Pacific Northwest. 

·: ,:: .. <:·; . :•::: ;-: .. . : ·.. ·. \.~ ..... ·: ·,~. .:·. ·:,. (·: . _; :'.· ::_.'· .. ·.... .: . : ;;~· ~- ~.: ~ . > ~ . . . .... . . . . ~ . . . . . . : . 
. :} .. ::,The, gold di·scovery r,as.mad.e.in.~_January.of 1860. 'The ··· 
:,::····~.i:.;::~:· :·.·.:···~·.: .: .. & ~ ............... :,. ~· .·\.· .. ·:.·: • •• •• .:. 

di s~~{e:;·~ ~-:~'a;·· 1:t ~·t'e·a:.··~~ . o·~:~ .. Grall~~- . ~own as· t1~e 11Emigran 1;, n 

v.h~: ;i{;~---~-~o:~~i 'I~~;·.: -j~ ~ i ~~Y:~·s, -;hi~a~ :·chav~ ~ r _,·an·~ J~~ Long, ' , : ; 
. i" ..... :_ .. :~~ .... ·:·:;:.:···~·:: .~·,· ~ .. ·· .. t. ~ ·• :-· · ..... -~-~·: ....... • .. ~.-~;··~ • .. \ .... ; .. • • 

as :p~rtiiers,, ·lo'?ated the a_s.tonish:fngly . .rich lode and began to 

~-~-. i.~~; ~~-;:Jm: :·~~~-d~c e·~ ~'i?i·6~ ;·:~ ~-~;t:~'s, ?f~·~d-i;i~~ :~~on the 
: \..::l:f:=.',·;,)~.}.:·r::·':: ... ·. ·. :·: ·:: .. :.·:·: . .:' .- ... /:,:~2·.-::_. _ _.,:. :::. · :.;-:' :~:.·.:·· : · ·. . ·.: · · · · 
s.ur.face. o·f .. --:t;he. :gro'Wld,: which ·yiel:ded 'Profusely.: in gold. As 
· · j/1.~1/i(?:·:-:.: .. : \:: .. ~\.: .. ·:. ·. :· .. ::":--· ;: : -:~·_,_-;, ·:'<.:: · :::::·i:.::,/r~·..-; :·: . · l i "; .. :: :, : · · . 
so_oi:i:::as. ·.~he ri~we.: of :.the .. ..:strike be.came known,·: the. whdl.e hil1 

~·~tf tf !{~d: \lit <h ;: ·~i:~~~: ·b~ /~·~;~t~li?~g·:.·~p~:~ :·.~~o~·t.: ·t·hJ: area. 2 
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/ 
. J a:n:ud~.;;: a·, ··ia6 / }run~s H;~ a . a?l~: '~ci tLc; ma?l.' ·~ho ae / 

na-ne ha~ been ·:rorgo ten~,~ •• were· ·hunting some: stray 
~horse~ pn: t~_s .~11. whe~e. th_e .... ~~~ous le~ge of g~ld waa / 
::··.found •. · .. :.::: :· ..... ~ ;,·;_: .. . · ...... ~r :;: .... :-::: · .. ··. . ~-· .. ··. . . \ .'J 
~\ · .. ·· ·:·The_··:at~ger. ,d .. dismount·ed ·mrd·was -e~ining a ·piece 
(of . .floaf .q~artz_ . ..he . .fu;l<L1;>icked .. up.,· ·when . .hi.a horse·· broke, t 
\:·away and bo·th· n(en were ·oblige~ .. :to .f'oilow him. some 'distance . t . l'T'"ht ·d ~ . . . . ' : before .. hey· ca.utr'... IUm. 1 •• •• • ·~ • ...- ::· •• , . :· • • . . : • • 

.... .:- · • ~. the·: strange:IJ. put the 'piece of· quartz into his 
r·pock~t and. brought jJt to .Jacksonvill~, where he learned 
:~··.'thaV'he ~as wru::ted 'ti7 tl;,e sheriff and. h7. il!Jlll:diately left __ -. 

.- ·. for·Yreka, taking .the p.:\,ece of quartz v{l.th him. · 
. : At Yreka, he me1t Gqorge Ish who had at one time · · 

J. · :··befriended him. So ~e ~howed him the sample of quart.z -
: .. :. · and told him as nearly as he could where he had' found .1 t. 
:. ·: Ish left at once for Y/illow Springa3 wh~pe fohn 

. : . . · -:Miller: and Jacl; Long \'lere running a saloon. He .showed 
... / ...... ·.them the piece of _quartz which wa..e./.Very rich .in almost 
· ·:/:·.:-··free gold, and .. the day following, Ish and Long searched 
·? •. -.:.for -the ledge but v,i thout satisfactocy results. 
···::::_· ·· .. · The next day.Long and Miller went tq·Jackaonville 

·-.:::.: where they met an English emigrant. Y/ith the help of_,,, 
· .':. ; three dollars he was pe·rsuaded to· help Long and Isl}. . 
: . . ·:/:look for the.- •• led£5e. For hours they searched. but 

·.-·:; found nothing. Jame a Hayes was ploughing for Thomas . · · 
~/:. Chav~-er at the f'oot of the. hill, and Long approached · · 

·· .. : . him, asking. hiefif he: remembered seeing two men on·· 
· ·_.:, .. ho.rseback near there redcmtly, and one of the horses 
· · ·'?: getting away. from the rider. He· said· he coulc;l show 
: ... : .. ~::;- them'. the place,· bu-:1; he'·was reluctant ·about leaving 
.·· ... :-.fj his work. · Again money talked/ and for three dollars 
./).)., he ... pointed o~t·· the.----- (jllegible:J. 
·::):\\ .. · Ish stood foi: a moment ·at that point .and looke.d 

s:/.;;- .atro:ct:r·h~m. ancr--then pointing to .. a-:-:1.-edge nearby said, 
'}·.:i)\<:"There .boys, : is_ the. ledge·, 11 · and so. it prqved to be,/ 

:/J::';':f.') glittering in· .the·. aunJ.ight •. · .. ·. · . . · . . 
. :~·tf{/ . .'. · · When the ·claim was staked: but,· Hayes claimed' the 
· .-.;.:;/.::.right to in.elude ·his friend and Long·, his partner, so 

.. ~;(/.:)the claim ·w~s ·1ocated in·. the. names of George Ish,. · 
.:.:i:'!/.::::J.c3:ffies Hayes,. Thomas· Chavner,. the emigrant, John Miller 
; , : /\.:.and Jack Lo rig, the last ·:_two being named ·as partners 
-:~·-:.:;·~·:·· and each owning a fifth-'. share •••• 4 · . ·. :. · 

)0! tF·,; ~\. ·· ,· · ; :.. · <·; .;;. . , <C: : : ., . : _.. '_... . 
:·_:.{\~;;;?.~·.·\ ·· 3w111ow·,·sp~irig~· i~ ·i~~~t~d ~ppro.xim~tely two miles 
···;·-.(-. ·north of Central Point on Interstate five at the overpass 

::){(-::"o-~ ·rugI?.way 99. · · .. . · . · .. . : · . : · ... · · 
,1""";~ ....... '! ,>,.,;.;.. " . . , ., .. . .. d ·\,.• 
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·-;::.://;·t:·· .· 4s."M~--J~:/".;p~·cke't. ~n ;~~~~~.'Gold.Hill Led to Settlement_ 
·/;:-.' .. '-of_ Tom1," Gold Hill. News, June 2; 1932. Courtesy of J,trs. Du.fur. 
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::1::7:~f!fue ,hln .c·~1ed Gata: Hilt ii :<l~-B~ri bed bY. ··wai11ng. as \o~µig 
';~i~:\iec~·;a;·,i~ b~~~~~.~~t\:with a'.,;ema~kab{~ dep~s;t of ·-~~id. 
·Th~)li.i\ is, \;~_;hap

0f aob · fe1~'t hi:gh> ·and:-bo.rde,~s. th-~. R~gu~ ru:ver, 

whidl f~nns tw; si·a.~; J a ~riailgle,'~ith.th~ 'hln' ~tanding in 

the. ·center. There are· indications that Gold:lUll wa~ once an 
. ' ~ . 

enonn.ous. sli·a.~ wh'ich had broken oi:r···:rrom .the ~ountains to. the_ 
. - . 

.Iron ore was found 

' .. 

\ . . , . '· .:. •. ·,:: ·: ·,: · .. J·.·. · .. ':'. .·. .. .. ,~::: ::: ·. 
here ·in masses,.;_ana. a·.·:comp_any_ was ,~ormed .. to wo~~ .tbe ore, but-

no~h:i~·i:;cam~/o}·~ thl.·s~ :About t·lie: ·~=;~-~ o·f- th~ ,hill li~s the 
·6--

railw~.,-/~hi~'h ~~'nnecta CB.ii'fonii~ Vith "the Pacific No~thwest.1 
. ~-:. 

... :·· ·:, T1S:· gol·d·. di'scove·;; w~s m~·d_~. f~:'.:January ·of 1860·/'. The 
: ,: ;:.: > L ~-~> ·: . . . : . . . . . . ' ... , . : I •• ; • • 

0

! '. . .. . . .· ~ . .. ' .. .. . . . . . I • 

discoy-erer ;was· 11sted as one Graham, lmown as· the "Emigrant," 
. . . . . 

v.h~;-~i~t{·Geo;~e rah, James Ha:Yc,s, 'ThOmas .Chavner,and John Long, 
ar;:~~th~:/s·,: .. · {~'c;t-ed t'he·-.~-~t~nfsh·~-~~; .·:rlch lode and began to 

wo:r1Z:··1.t~;·,~.;:im···~~~i~~c~·~-~·f":~n~t·:~r~··d1/·~~~-1r~·~d~-~i;·1ne 'up~n the 
: ': : .. :.:tt,·;.:.l/:. ,,..:· ,<:: •• ·. • . : ·:·:··'. • . ' • _:;.: i:<' .. ;' ' ' ;,:, ; [ ., :-:· > . . . . . I • • 

surface:· ·o.f _i;he ·grou.nd, · which ·yie:Lded J>rof'usely' 1:n gold. As 
.. ··i/:1J;,\(\{-?/. \: ··:: ... :···. · ., .· •' \·.>···/ ·. · · ; . .'.J\; .. ,/: ; ~ : ·::,', · 
soon::.as .. the ll!3°WS.: of .the_,~strike be.came lmown,·~ the. whdl.e hill 

• • .., f ::« : ! • ,a • ! 1 t , ~ • " 

w~·~{:~·f;·k>~d :~·~.1/~i~·.· ~l:~i~~ ·b;:.:~·~;~·tc~f~g·::;P~~~···~bout · the area. 2 

.... ~:;=:t.\":1<;.;;;:.~:-: ·.·:-.. : :.: · .... ~.: ... : .. -~.-. =.·· .i' ~::: ·.·. ,' '8'1;·.4:·~,. i; . 
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;:·::.Sr~ f·::::.· , : .. ·.:' . . . : . . . . . . . . . , . . 
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~~:1tr¥_:::._ .. :-:: _.: .. · .. ·_: : _:_· .. ·':'. __ ··· ·_ / 
·.s:::;.-:,..:-: 1 .. _:. . January 8, 186 • ·ames HaY~s :a~d -·~otler man' ··whose 
·: •• ; • • . . . • . • I 

·/t:;:,:\;i:· name ha~ bee1; f'o~go ten,,~ •• we~e ·hunting some' stray 

-LL-

-------~_........-.---1"....-··-'··'~ '~ ,"'1 ... 

/ 
/ 

~£1}\.horse~ on: t~s .~11. whe~e. the. ·.r~ous ie~ge of g~ld was / 

~ltJ{{;f~~~T11~···:~t:~g;~;·.· ... ci ·J:s~~wunt;ed· ·~.:rrd· wa.s ·-examining a ~-c.·~ce 
,1.. .•. . . . . . I • 1"'-'-

.''{t'?,i:;t=;-/:;o f .. .fl.o.a t .qtJ.artz .. Jie. ~d/l)i.cked .. up., when. his ho.rse·· broke, , 
}~·}t\(away and oo·th ni.e.n w~~e o bll ged .to .follow him: some 'dis ttnce 
?':;¥."::·>_before .they· caught tlim.,. ~,. .-. ;. . ·. . . 
Y.;\t:::.·.::~·:- .:·. · ••• the· strange:d- put the piece of quartz into his 
~·:::,::~/~. pock~t and. brought :Ut to Jacksonvill~, where he learned 
:·~y-}e::-. 1tha v'he was wanted 'tly the sheriff and he. immediately left-
~·_>.:::· ·. for· Yreka, takirig the p~ece of quartz· with him. . 
·· . :: At Yreka, he me1t G~orge Ish who had at one time ·· ·· 
· J. · ... ·:he.friended him. So he ~howed him the sample o.f quartz -
:<·. ·: .and told }um as neariy as he could where he h~d· .foU11d .it • 
.'. ·: Ish left at once for Vlillow Sprines3 whe,;re {ohn 

... ···Mille~ and Jack Long were running a saloono · He .showed 
.. · ::.--:.··them ·tp.e piece of quartz which wa_s/.'Very :rich ,in almost 
· :·:· free gold, and .the day following, !sh and Long searched 

·· : . for ,the ledge but without satisfactory results. 
The next day.Long and Miller went tq Jacksonville 

< where they met an English emigrant. With the help of_./ 
. i three dollars he was pe·rsuad'ed to· help Long and Isl} .. 

:look .for the.· •• ledce. For hours they searched but 
. -: -: found no thing. James Hayes was ploughing for Thomas 

·: .. :.·; Chavn-er at the .foot o.f the hill, and Long approached 
· . . :: · ·. hipi, · asking. hinr"if he:~ remembered seeing two men on · 

· .. ·· ... · .horseback near there rec"cntly, and one of the horses 
· · ..... ':·: getting away from the rider. He· said· he coulc;l show 

· them·. the place, bu-:1; he· was relucto..n:t ·about leaving 
his work. Again money talked/ and for three dollars 
he·~·pointed out· the.----- [JllegibleJ 

~ · Ish stood fo~ a moment ·at that point and looke.d 
.aoo:ut'"-·him·-a:nct--thcn pointing to··a~·l-edge nearby said, 
·•11 There .boys, :is __ the. ledget"' and so it pr9ved to be,/ 
·g1i ttering in· .the·. sunlight. · . . 

· _ When the ·claim was staked· out,· Hay.es claimed·· the 
.. ·.right to include his friend and Long·, his partner, so 
:·:: the claim ·w~s ·10 cated in· the. names of George Ish, . 
::J_~es Hayes,. Thomas· Cb.avner,. the emigrant, Jolm Miller 

. _ .:.and Jack Lorig, the last :two being named ·as partners 
···· and each owning a fifth:. share •••• 4 · · · · 

::!%!-t;i;,,. ··,.' . : . . .: .; • ·· .. · .. . . ' . . . 
·<}.:\\·\?\:7 ·3willo~\/Sp~irig~· i~ i~cut~d appro.xirn~tely two miles 
:· .. \(.·north of' Central Point on Interstate five at the overpass 

: ·}~\";..:~P_:t; ·highway 99. · . . . . . · .. 
':·~;:~ :\~·'!;·.~ . 4'' . . . . ~·· .. ' . : ' . :,·. . . 
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uo1a~mining gives Gold Hill.4. rugged and colorful p,-·,st 
By Linda Morehouse-Genaw 
Gold Hill Historical Society 

Gold Hill could have easily 
n as large and famous as 
ksonville, had it not been for the 
ians inhabiting the area. 
Gold was discovered here nearly 

years before Cluggage and 
le discovered Rich Gulch, which 
Jacksonville on the map. 
September 1849 a party of 28 

1 from the Willamette Valley 
,ped on their way to the gold 
:ls of California. They panned 
bars of the Rogue River near 

:re the bridge is and found free 
l. 
The Indians made their presence 
wn. Weighing the risk of 
ing in Rogue country they 
ded to continue on to California. 
Mid May of '50 another party 
1ed closer to Rock Point, but 
1ot find large quantities of gold. 
The secret ofRich Gulch leaked 
early in 1852. By March men 
: filling up the gullies and 
ms in search of the precious 
u. By mid summer 1852 there 

were no Jess than a thousand miners 
located every place they thought 
gold could be found. There were 
some two hundred men working Big 
Bar alone! 

San Francisco papers were 

reporting rich finds on the Rogue 
River that year. Nuggets weighing 
$1,300 and another weighing $800 
were found at Big Bar on the Rogue 
river. Figuring those nuggets at 
today's prices, they would be in the 

The breed of men that survived 
in the wild country should be 
admired. They were some of the 
most adventuresome men of all 
time. 

Mining slowed somewhat in 
the summer months with lack of 
water in the creeks. During this 
time men worked on their 
dwellings, fanned, and in between 
hunted Indians. 

Jackson County was one of the 
riches t counties on the west coast. 
In the year 1852-1856 Wells Fargo 
forwarded some ten million dollars 
in gold. It is estimated that at least 
the same amount left the valley by 
other means. 

From the onset of mining in 
1851 and 1852 to 1884, the 
estimated amount of gold produced 
was thirty million dollars. That is 
at old gold prices of $16 per ounce. 
The amount would be astronomical 
today. 

neighborhood of $70,000. Not a There were many famous mines 
bad day's work! in our area, some are still being 

This was a booming time for worked. You can tell by all the 
Jackson County; many men made dredgers in the summer that there is 
as much as fifteen to twenty dollars still gold to be found. 
a day, the average being five. There were many triumphs, 

Many time they had only a lean- failures, much laughter, many tears 
to for protection. Many slept right and a whole ton of sweat that made 

hotojournalist will show work at s Q s c ur:n~d=er=th=e=s=tar=s·=========o=ur=v=al=le=y=w=h=a=t=i=t ,=· s=t=oda=y=. ====:~ (j> }J 

,,.~!Por,1 Welding Repairs ~ __li :Jalen Rowell, one of the 
ng photojournalists of our 

will present his slide and 
re show entitled "High and 
" at the SOSC SU Arena on 
sday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
~owell's photography illus­
; both the scenic splendor of 
:anh's remote comers and his 
dramatic adventures in Tibet, 

ll, China, Alaska and the 
1tains of Africa. 

Rowell is a world-class 
mountaineer, a top wilderness 
photographer and a writer of real 
skill. In the 23 years since he 
became a freelance photographer, he 
has done photo ass ignme nts for 
Nation.al Geographic, Outside, and 
Sports fl/us/rated. His five books 
have been published by Sierra Club 
and Mountaineers Books. 

Rowell's visit is co-sponsored 
by the SOSC Program Board's 

Lectures and Performing Arts 
Committee, the Travel Center and 
the Outdoor Program. 

Tickets are $2 for SOSC 
s tudents and $4 general admissions. 
They will be available at Mountain 
Supply in Ashland and Grants Pass, 
Ilroken Spoke (Brother Jonathan's) 
in Medford, the Fifth Season in Mt. 
Shasta and at the SOSC Raider Aid. 
For information call 482-7151. 

Jftr;,,J\ Specializing in ~ ~ 
I'll ~AIJ & ·-._\ 

.. , rr • Aluminum • Stainless steel 
AP' • Titanium • Magnesium 

c&JS, -
Aluminum boat repairs -Custom boxes 

4270 Table Rock Rd, Central Point• 664-4403 
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D ME TO 
, {'I RICH 

~ON 
1 rit:. "BIG 

1·L.i!'-.l.!\JEL..~; ~i I f3t··! fJf-.~ Tf··!E t:JEST SI I)E C1F (-~ !'-1?-if?F:CiL~J Ct:\t')\"Of'-J = T~E rJF:E 
~·-JP?S t::;-::[Jt ?(:;f-{ ·r {Jt_J l (jF~ ·r1 tE~ t-1 I t)E If~ St.,,~?\J_L t~J I f,iE CAh:T2 t;t"D I)Ut"1F'ED 

HlTO ,._r~F't:::;E STEEL BUC.:::!C::ETS l'1HICH HAN ON Cr::)BLES iC1CFWS'3 THE 
\ 1(\LLr=Y f D FL!t·lKEFS t,./HEFE TFUC/:::S U.l{\UED r~ND HP,ULED TO THE 

TJ-tEf;'.E !_.!iJFf?E f1{~r,r·1 · i~'1 I (fEF~~1 Sl·f{~Ct<S ~ (.) C[j~J~t~;H;-)Cl( At\)D At'-J ASSA ... { 
OFFICE:, Tl!E rnr.!Ef-::s FODE Tu [.,!QF,:f< ()CPOSS THE CAr\!YON IN THE 
Et·1F·T"'{ ()F?E" f;~_.1c-~:~"ET~3 t·.n-Lt c~~ s:r~t) or,.J T'f~E c~·iBLES .sr::=vEG~AL HlJNI)f-i:ED 
F ;::t=~T i')J.::!UVF TH~~ 1:,r::fJUt-lD. THEF:E ViAS f-iLSO <~ B0?=1l?D 1 NG HOUSE tGND 
r:r_: F'I t ! E Li '3·''!l l]Cll'-1 f!•Jfl [lF r HVi::E MI: .. 1::":S l:f:J\,.JN THE c;:QhD FFDM THE 
1,rJl\!C::, r~LJ ;:cl /'.'.LL IT L1)1~1S f\ ErlJSY VILU~GE, 

[:i_p-,1r::·E I) 1 r .. ~ ro [7[1tl[)C:LP1 c:{tf?~=~ {d\!l) t-i{~t}L.ED B .. { F.:f~ IL TO {-) st-~IEL TEF:'"" 
L-·JEE:J3Eb: !·1CF./E[) t·{ l r; t_JF·EJ?{i-rI ot,.i TfJ r~1EDF1Jf?D c; h:Ef1:JTE[) A Th:UCl< S~·-U:]F' 
ON SOUTH RIVERSIDE N~AR MAIN STREET (S!(INNEF.:'S) AND SOON HAD 
(: f.":CJZC!.) fJF'. f,c1[}F·:E_ TF:!_Jf~l<S t·{/--)LH_I\~[.; or~1 () 2-4 Hour~: EJASIS~ M\,: FATf-1EF: 
•H~::; L,_p_;,=r-J Pi NElri 'T:c;='UBL.U:" TF'UCf=: l/!HICH HE DPOVE DhVS ,:\J\!D MY 
:1ic.1c:u, U __ .:~G;Ff-iCE F - St'lTTH" fFO\,'E:· NIGHTf3. M\' UNCLE~ 
l NC I DE/Ft,: __ LY ~ I':=, ST ILL (,LI ',,'E ;:·,T 1D2 YEi"1fi:S DF At£. THE BIG~ 
F?ED FJ.:~F·t.JBLIC Tf?iJr::f< t,,.J()S T! ·{ E ''ST{)TE OF Tt-~E Ah:T' 1 AT Tfif~T Tir?iE 

T~~ SUMM~R or 1930 wns MEMORABLE TO ME. I TOOK MY ~2 RIFLE 
{\: 'JO' HUtHE.D (1F<:OUND THE C(W1P 1.~lfn LE l:J(d Tl NG FOF THE TF.:UCI:. TO DE 
I o,:1f}[T,. ;=<JT r·EL iET.: VJITH F'EB8LCS FG:OM h [)"y\!:41"!ITE BU~ST ~ {:'iTE 
vn 1 H H~E ~11 ME CFELd (\ T THr:: corn·· HOll[iE ( J ~·J{iS Y!Jt'·Jf.;F'Y ?~Nn LI M.C\ 

er-::r:-;qs l·Ef?t=.: DEL.F:- I!JUS). rntE OF THE OTHER Tf?UC!<:3 BF:DKE f,N AXLE 
l t! Tl·-IE ~I I I.II)LJ:~ OF -rt~E· t·,lf!FJ?(]t·,!; f'"HJDL~'{ F:LJ/-)[J ?\f:.!D ALL_ T~·~E T~:UCt<S 
t,JERE SF'iLLED !JNTIL!_ 0"'P1f~'.T~3 t1JE~"E OBTfi:iJ-.!ED IN THE lEJEE HOUF:S OF 
l-l4E t1tJF;'_f,.J I !"!Lj:: I t-·iE!"-ff ! : _ _; Si_t:.Er~· I l\) l }-iE~ C~{1B OF TJ-!E Tf;:Ui~}< ~1J I TH 
COYOTES HOWLING NEAR BY. 
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_:1 Is E.d. SchieffeH",s Gold. L-

-, S t,H Htd.d.e" '" the Ba.ck Hilts of Ore go"? r~ 
C ,._ ______________________________ ~I~ 

In th e winter of 1851, two packers Intheearlyl870s,Edlefthomeand Hometown Boy Makes Good 
discovered gold in a stream in Southern followed the mining fields of Oregon, Back in the Rogue Valley, the strike 
Oregon. The news spread and hundreds Nevada, Utah and Colorado. In a few was told in the Oregon Sentinel, May 
of miners arrived to mine. By February, years:he returned home ill, discouraged 14, 1879; under the heading "Lucky 
1852, every foot of the gulch was staked. and broke. Then, in 1877, Ed borrowed Boys." 
The bustling boomtown of Jacksonville $ l 00 from his father and started on "The friends of C. Schieffelin and 
was christened and the population soared another prospecting adventure. Ed went family will be glad to learn that his three 
to 2,000 within a five-mile radius. This to Arizona country and trailed along sons have struck it rich in Arizona and 
was the start of the Southern Oregon gold with some Hualapai Indians who had are on the high road to prosperity. The 
rush. been recruited for ~ pache scouting. eldest, E. L., left here in 1873 and in 

Two miners, Clinton Schieffelin and 
his brother-in-law, Joe Walker, arrived 
in the Rogue Valley in 1852. They filed 
Donation Land Claims on land about 
10 miles northwest of Jacksonville. Just 
as they began to settle, the Indian Wars 
intens ified and the country was too 
dangerous for Schieffelin to send for his 
wife and children. 

In October 1855, Schieffelinjoined 
the mounted volunteers under Captain 
Miles Alcorn and participated in what 
ha.~ been called the, "most eventful day 
in the history of Southern Oregon." 
There had been over 50 Indians from 
three tribes who had killed many men, 
women and children along the Rogue 
River. This set off one of the fiercest 
battles that became known as "Battle 
of B loody Springs," "Battle of Hungry 
Hill," and "Battle in the Grave Creek 
Hills." 

All m·ining stopped and peop le 
"forted up" in the larger settlements. 
The Indians were finally subdued, but 
not without many deaths on both sides. 

After the war, Schieffelin went back 
to mining and sent for his wife and 
children. He owned several quartz 
claims on the Applegate River and he 
also owned the "White Curtain," or 
"Green Ledge," mine near his home on 
Foots Creek near Gold Hill, Oregon. 

Ed Schieffelin was nine-years -old 
when he arrived in Oregon. He was a 
natural born miner following in the 
footsteps of his father. Although all 
Schieffelin's sons had the gold fever, 
Ed seemed to have a deeper desire for 
the rugged life of a miner and the 
challenge of digging for gold. 

When Ed decided to leave the group and 1878, after many vicissitudes, having 
strike out on his own, the scouts warned b een twice run out ,2f the mountains by 
him how dangerous it was to be in Apaches, discovered the Tombstone 
Apache country alone. As Ed rode Silver Mine, eighty miles south of the 
away, they yelled the warning, "All San Pedro River, in the Pima District. 
you'll find out there is your tombstone." Taking in with him brother, A. E. 

Ed's Tombstone Mine Schieffelin, andamannamedGird,they 
Ed was some 30 miles north of the secured several claims on the ledge, one 

Mexican border when a geologic of which they sold for $7,000. Other 
formation attracted his attention . He claims they have bonded for $10,000 
drove his pick into the soft black dirt and have sold one quarter of their first 
and there before his eyes he uncovered location on the ledge for a ten-stamp 
a streak of almost pure silver. Ed knew mill, which has j ust been put in running 
this was a rich strike and remembering order. 
the Hualapai scout's warnings, he "Effingham," the youngest of the 
named his find Tombstone. boys went down last October and is a 

Ed didn't have the money to develop sharer in the find. The boys have sent a 
his strike so he went to Signal, Arizona large amount of rich specimens to their 
where his brother, Al, was working in parents, and their energy and pluck have 
a mine. Ed asked Al to partner up with evidently been well~rewarded." 
him and develop his strike. However, Effingham returned to the Rogue 
Al knew his brother well and he wasn' t Valley and was home two weeks when 
too anxious to quit a good job and take he became ill. A bulletin in the Ashland 
a chance with him. Then, when Richard Daily Tidings, December 12, 1879 
Gird, the mining and mechanical reported his illness and almost started 
engineer of the Signal Mine, saw Ed's a panic. "The Telegraph reports that 
ore sample, he agreed to be a partner. smallpoxhasbroken outatTombstone, 
Although Al was reluctant in the Arizona, the locationofthemineowned 
beginning, he finally joined them. The by the Schieffelin brothers." 
three men packed up their gear and lfthe neighbors were worried about 
headed for Ed's Tombstone. small pox, the following report may 

The men prospected for several have put them at ease. " .. .It will b~ a 
weeks in the vicinity of where Ed had singular case, if it be small pox, for the 
struck his first silver. The first two digs young gentleman had been :H home 
were rich, but shallow, then, Ed found about two weeks when taken sick and 
some ore (in what later would be known it is not known that small pox exists 
as the "Tough Nut Lode,") that assayed anywhere within hundreds of miles of 
as high was $ 15,000 a ton. Ed had made Jackson County. It usually requires nine 
the strike of a lifetime. The news of the days in which to manifest itself upon a 
strike spread like w ildfire and the victim." 
mining town of Tombstone was born. Then, another bulletin followed: 

"Young Schieffelin has m easles not 

54 
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Clinton Schieffelin 

small pox." The small pox scare at 
Tombstone was put to rest. 

In 1880, the Schieffelin brothers 
sold their two- thirds share for one 
million dollars, but Gird held on and 
later got the same amount for his one­
third share. 

Ed, The Extraordinary 
Millionaire 

Ed was a big man, over 200 pounds, 
with long brown hair and beard~ striking 
blue eyes and was described as 
"physically perf~ct." Ed wore fancy 
clothes and had a liking for made-to­
order, high-top glossy leather boots. 
The only piece of jewelry he carried was 
a $450 dollar watch with tiny bells that 
chimed the hours, quarter hours and 
minute so he could tell time in the dark. 

Being a millionaire was great. Ed 
traveled to New York, Washington, 
Chicago and many eastern cities. In the 
summer of 1880, Ed mo ved his 
immediate fam ily (all but brother, 
,Charles, who stayed to mine), from their 
small home on Schieffelin Gulch on the 
Rogue River, to a fine mansion in Los 
Angeles. He even bought a home for 

his brothers in 
Cornelius, Oregon, 

In 1882, Ed, 
Effingham, and three 
others, made a 
prospecting trip to 
Alaska. It was quite 
an adventure as they 
purchased a fifteen­
ton stern-wheeler 
which was loaded on 
a schooner and 
unloaded about 60 
miles from the mouth 
of the Yukon River. 
They may have 
found some gold, but 
not enough to call the 
trip successful, and 
they returned home 
the next year. A 
highlight of the trip 
was when the 
community named a 
stream Schieffelin 
Creek in honor of Ed. 

The next year 
while Ed was in San 
Francisco, he met a 
widow named Mrs. 

Mary E. Brown and soon the couple 
was married. Ed, Mary, and her young 
daughter (by her previous marriage), 
moved to Alameda, California. 
Tragedy on the Home Front 

Ed had just settled down to married 
life and was having a good time 
spending his money when in May 1884, 
a report came that his father, Clinton, 
had committe d suicide. The San 
Francisco Chronicler quickly made the 
following correction: "Inquiry into the 
death of Clinton Schieffelin shot at Los 
Angeles on the 10th inst. and to show 
that it was not a suicide, but of 
accidental death. It seems just prior to 
his death his wife left him in the room 
examining his ~volver. It is supposed 
that in some manner it was accidently 
discharged with fatal effect. What made 
this theory of his family and _friends 
stronger, is the fact that there was no 
possible cause for him to end his life 
and he enjoyed good health, had no 
troubles and everything to live for." 

More tragedy for the Schieffelins 
followed the next year: In October, 
1885 , Ed's brother, Al, died of 
consumption. Al, at age 56 years, didn't 
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even have time to spend his riches. 
In 1886, Ed made one of his trips 

east on the Kansas Pacific Railroad, but 
he began to have a hankering to visit 
his boyhood home in the Rogue Valley. 
So he gathered his wife, Mary, his sister, 
Charlotte, and her husband, and on 
October 26, 1888, they arrived in the 
Rogue Valley. 

Ed bought two mining claims in 
Jackson County from his brother 
Charles; one was the "Delusion," and 
the other the "Phantom." Ed also 
bought an undivided 314th interest in 
two quartz lodes and a quartz mill site 
from his old Foots Creek neighbor, Alex 
Om1e. Later, Om1e became sheriff of 
Jacksonville. It may have been Ed's 
trips back home, and seeing his old 
haunts near the hills of Jacksonville, 
that stirred his heart to want to put on 
the garb of a rough-cut miner and set 
out for another strike. 

Ed realized the bright city life had 
no special meaning for him and he 
longed for the life of a miner digging 
with a pick and shovel and sitting by a 
campfire in a dry gulch. He needed to 
find another Tombstone and see the 
miners stumbling over each other in a 
race for a strike. 

Ed made a plan. He went to the old 
homeplace ranch on the Rogue River 
driving his deep blue Thoroughbrace 
coach drawn by four matched sorrels. 
He put his rig on the ferry and crossed 
the Rogue River to Woodville { town of 
Rogue River}. Soon a crowd gathered 
around him, but no one recognized this 
polished man as the young lad who had 
lived just across the river and spent his 
days prospecting. 

When Ed announced his name and 
said that his family used to live across 
the r iver, everyone cheered and wanted 
to shake his hand. At the front of the 
crowd, Ed noticed a young man. 
"What's your name?" Ed Asked. 
"Charlie Warren," the young man 
answered . Ed asked, "Are you a 
prospector?" When Charlie nodded, Ed 
asked him ifhe would like to work for 
him, to take care of the horses, cook, 
and attend to the camp duties. Charlie 
Warren jumped at the chance. The two 
men left Woodville and embarked on a 
prospecting quest over the next year that 
took them to Nevada, California, and 
along the Oregon coast. 
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In September 1896, Ed went back 
to Alameda to write up his will. Perhaps 
all the unfortunate deaths in his family 
and the uncertainty of mining life 
encouraged him to do so. Then, Ed and 
Warren continued their quest for gold. 
They went to Roseburg, then turned 
south into the Canyon Creek country. 
This was the first time Warren had been 
near his home in over a year and he 
wanted to see his folks. Ed told him to 
go on to the Rogue Valley and visit 
them. 

Ed left his coach and horses with a 
rancher at the mouth of Days Creek, 

and packed into the woods and pitched 
camp at the old Moore cabin near the 
confluence of Day and Moore creeks. 

From here he had easy access to 
nearby streams, tributaries and gulches 
and he was close to the Coffee Creek 
area of early profitable gold mining 
activity. 

Ed wanted to find the mother lode 
that carried the gold to the creeks. He 
made a few trips into Perdue (Milo) to 
get his mail, then no one saw him for a 
while. Orme, the sheriff of Jacksonville, 
and part owner in a mine with Ed, went 
to Days Creek to see him. Seeing his 

Top right: (sta.nding), Al Schieffelin, Richard Gird 
& Ed Schieffelin. 

blue coach, he stopped to inquire. The 
rancher said he had not seen Ed for 
nearly two weeks. Onne went to where 
Ed had camped. There he found Ed 
sprawled on the floor of the cabin, dead. 
Samples of ore were nearby where Ed 
had been working. On the table was a 
diary with a new notation, "Struck her 
rich again, by God." 

An inquest was held and the jury 
buried Ed by the cabin, but later his wife 
had him moved to Tombstone as he had 
requested in his will. 

The ore samples that Ed had been 
working on assayed at $2,000 to the ton; 
he had indeed struck it rich again. 

Ed's obituary appeared in the 
Ashland Daily Tidings May 17, 1898, 
"Ed Schieffelin's Lonely Death. 
Edward Schieffelin, the well known 
prospector and one of the original 
discoverers of the famous Tombstone 
Mine in Arizona a number of years ago, 
was found dead at his cabin about 20 
miles east of Canyonville, last Friday. 
Justice Stock immediately proceeded to 
the place and held an inquest, the 
verdict of which was he came to his 
death from natural causes, presumable 
heart failure, as no marks of violence 
appeared on his body He had on his 
person $68.75 in coin and a splendid 
gold watch. He appears to have been 
dead since last Tuesday. The body was 
in bad condition and he was buried by 
th~jury. 

"Ed Schieffelin was raised on a fam1 
on Rogue River in Jackson county, and 
his career is one full of romance and 
adventure rarely experienced." 

The official report was that Ed died 
of a heart attack on May 12, 1897. He 
was 49-years-old. 

When Warren heard the news tha· 
Ed had died and been wrapped in a blue 
blanket, he asked about the red blanket 
SheriffOnne told him there was only : 
blue blanket. Warren said Ed probabl: 
took the red blanket with him and tha 
whoever found the missing red blanke 
would also find Ed's big strike. 

Those few words Ed scribbled in hi 
diary "shuck her rich again, by God. 
and the legend of the lost red blanke 
set off a mining witch hunt th: 
continues today. 

The Schieffelin brothers, Charle 
Eff and Jay, searched the hills ar 
gullies for Ed's gold. Ed's wife, Mar 
secretly made an agreement with :tv 



1oore, the man whose cabin Ed had 
• unped, to do some prospecting for her. 

he corresponded with Mrs. Moore and 
.1ggested that Mrs. Moore write her in 

'Mary's) mother's name to avoid 
\ dons and notoriety. Mary also 
dmitted that her husband had told her 
e was on the right trail for a big find 
nd his brothers said the ore found at 
'te cabin was very rich. 

Ed's will was finn where and how 
1e wanted his money and property 
lispersed and exactly how he wanted 
o be buried. This last request shows 
~d as the man he really was and the way 
1e wanted to be remembered. Part of 
he will is as follows: "I give to my wife, 
\1ary E. Schieffelin, all interests in both 
real and personal properties, I may die 
seized on in Alameda and Santa Clara 
counties, Califomia. Also 15-$1000 
University of Arizona bonds. And all 
other properties I may die seized of, 
both real and personal wherever the 
same may be situated , I give to my 
brother, Jay L. Schieffelin , as trustee. 

"I have no children but should 
anyone at their own expense, prove to 
the satisfaction of my execut ors 
' ~inafter named, to be a child of m.ine, 

( ;ach I give the sum of$50. 
It is my wish, if convenient, to be 

buried, in the garb of a prospector, my 
old pick and canteen with me, on top 
of the granite hills about three miles 
westerly from the city of Tombstone, 
Ariz., and a monument such prospectors 
build when locating a mining claim, 
built over my grave, and no other 
monument or slab erected. And that 
none of my friends wear crepe. Unch:r 
no circumstances do I want to be buried 
in any cemetery or graveyard ... " 

The search for Ed's lost gold urine 
continues along with the legend of the 
man who discovered it. Who will find 
the gold? Is it still hidden in the back 
hills of Oregon? Maybe time will tell. 

(Author's note). Many tales have 
been written about the Schieffelin story 
and much has been added to the stories 
to make them as exciting and saleable 
as possible. This author has carefully 
"hosen information from early sources 

1d taken the most accurate accounts. 
m addition, little has been written about 
the Schieffelin fan1ily. I proudly include 
that infonnation . B. H . 

Sources 
Haines, Francis D., Jacksonville, 

Bf ograplty of a Gold Camp, 1967. 
Donation Land Claims. Wallings, A. G. 
History of Southern Oregon , 1884. 
Oregon Sentinel, December 8, 1866. 
Mineral & Water rights book 3, pg. 54; 
book 8 pg. 81-2. Deed book 3 pg. 36. 
Ashland Tidings, December 5, 12, 1879, 
May 2, 1884, October 23, 1885, 
October 26, 1888, May 17, 1897. 
Jackson county mining records: book 
8 pg. 81-2, 1 ?O, book 6, pg. 68-70; 389, 
book 27, pg. 159. Sunday Oregonian, 
March 31, 1946, "Lost: Ed's Red 
Blanket and Rich Gold Mine, ru1icle by 
Dale Vincent. Sunday Oregonian, 
September 4, 1932, Ed-Oregon youth 
Real "He-Man of West," article by 
Stewart H. Holbrook: Pioneer Days in 
Canyonville,Vl August l 96~. Vol. 2 
1968, "A Letter from Mrs. Schieffelin, 
San Francisco, Calif. February 15th, 
1900. Boyle, Lawrence, The Ed 
Schieffelin S101y. 

Top: Professional photo of 
Ed Schieffelin in his mining 
garb. Bottom: Ed's grave, a 
25 foot monument, located 

three miles west of 
Tombstone, Arizona, is 

inscribed: "A dutiful son, A 
faithful husband, A kind 
brother, A true friend." 
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GOLD HILL 

Some of the very earliest prospecting in Southern 

Oregon ,•1as done along the river near Gold Hill. But not 

until 18.59 and 160, at the time of the famous gold discovery, 

did the name Gold Hill come into prominence. 

In September, 1859, Dan Fisher, a ldcal resident, 

went hunting. He wandered about until .evening, when he ca.rne 

to a large hill and saw a quartz ledge cropping out along 

the surface of the ground. Somewhat impressed, Fisher carv­

ed his name on a nearby tree for identification purposes, 

intendin~ to return later .and investigate. (1) 

The folloi'iing January Thomas Chavner hired a young 

Iowan to V:Tork on his ranch. One day this young ma n ( Hay es 

was sent to look for stray horses. While resting on the 

hill-top, above mentioned, he noticed some beautiful gold 

quartz lying on the ground. With his pockets full of the 

ore, Hayes returned and shovrnd the material to Chavner, who 

o:ffered to pay him v:ell if. he kept the secret. However, 

Hayes v:ent to Jacksonville and f'ailed to ·hold his tongue; 

the result was a.gold rush terminating in the dis6overy of 

the largest quartz lead on the coast found up to t hat time. 

(2) 

1. Oregonian, May 21 , 1885 
2. Idem.. 
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Chavner made t8o,ooo out of the discovery, paying 

Hayes ;:;,5, 000 for the information~ It is ~-ntere stir.ig to 

note that Generals Lamerick and Lane sat upon that very 

ledge while treating with Chief Sa..m in 1853.. Lamerick, 

p1:eviously noted as hot-headed, was a man so,tl;awhat given to 

vehement language; when he learned of the discovery made at 

that spot he roundly cursed a fats that would pass him by 

unnoticed at such a short distance. (3) 

As early as 1852 some 200 miners were at work near 

Gold Htll on the Big Bar. During the summer of 1860 a dam 

was built across the river,· but little gold was found in the 

gravel of the stream bed. In 1875 the Big Bar and Rogue 

River Mining Company attempted to turn the river and work 

the Bi8 Bar; but again success eluded the miners. (4) 

The quartz discovery of 1859 led to the extraction 

of some $400,000 from a single pocket of this famous vein;· 

then the trace was lost. (5) 
. 

The town of Gold Hill grew up o~ the scene of these 

mining activities) having in 1920, a population of' ·422. (6} 

J. Idem. 
-J..t. V1:alling., Op,. Cit. , 378-79 
5. Victor, Oregon and Washington, 335 
6. Blue Book, 1929-30 
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.... : ; ':; /,,.:.: _;:.. . ·:· -I: : . ..,_ ) '. >. .::.:';. . . . . .. ,· ' . . 
... · · ·· : · ·. · . :· ··T CITY OF GOLD HILL· : . ' 

. . .. ' ... • ... ··_ .. ·. ; <{ :··ll<; ; .· ·_/: ·/t·.· \': '\ . .--····- .. -. \ . 
: · ·. , . .1,:cArthur. mentions the city .o:f .Gqld Hill ih conjunction with 

' -~h~ ··hl1~· ~h~re the' ~~!° :;·~~~·: ~s~o;~r~~d~ ·an~. only ·:states tha·t .. 

~r.e cit(w~~ _namef{o~\A!l\ hlu.i''>l~:~he' ti11:~·'of 'the· gold ... 
. • . . ·. . . . • • .. • . ., \ • . : . • . v}'.1 . • 'I • . • 

dJ..sCovfry,. ·1 t . is .pci sili ?le fhat ·som:e·: ·settl~r's':lifrd live within. 

th~ pres~nt boui;daries of Gold Hill; It·is lrno,v.n that soon 

a.f-:;;ar people·. were. living there' for at least one house in that 
....... ·. .· . . . . 2 
area. dates back·to the 1870 1s. ·. 

~ .· .. ' ... :~ .. ·:· .';~:· .... ··~·. . . . .•. 

:··:· · :· :on ·.January.:. 7, ·· 1884; · Thomas Chavner and his wi.f'e, Rose, 
... : ; . ·... . . .. . ; .• :.·.. . . - . · .. ::.-.- .. . . . . . •. . . ·.. . . . ~-/. . . . - . . . . ... . 
d~<J!,ed·· to· ·t.he· public <thEi land for. streets and.'aJ.leys for the' · .. . 

ii-r}/'. ;e·,~lat ·~as '.!:°~1~· oui i~ · b1o~~s· o; 32~' feet ·ey 200 feei/, 

Wit{io:~s of: sO. ie~~-.. ~~ io/reet?: ·· :, .. · 
>_\ ··. }Th~u~···.~~~:~:to~"<~~s not .in~·o~o"rated until February '12, 

: ... ,: • •. . . • • . . • '. . . • . . . 1'-4, • . , ·. • . 

·1a9'5~ f:·.t~-e~·c~·~i~g ~f ·~h~ r~lr(?~l~sti~u?:.~~ed its ·growth •.. . B:!· ~' 
• " ·~. .. .... ..J .. • • ~ ~ • . .... " • • " • • . • • . t • • • ~ 

.-1887, :_.the. S~uthe:z;n · Padifi_c ·Rai::1-road :_co.rn_pleted the. f'onner :Oregon . 
. : •. ... ' : · ... ",., ·-- - -· · .. -···-··~ .. -i·-··"'· . . • -·- -· ··~ ,.. ..: . • ·- ... ~. 5 
~cir;d·.~ifo~~· 1':?ad between Roseburg ·~d:·san Fran~isco·, ·and 

. = ... ~ :~~ ... " ~ ·. ! " ... : . :~ . : . . • . ~. ~: ·. .. . . . ~ ~ . . .· .. ··,,,~. ·: ; . . " . . • ,,. 

located_· one ·o:r· i·ts ·depots· irl· Gol:d ·ru11;·. Aside :from tlie u~ual 
~- :::.:._///· .. ··: •• • 0 • ~ : : ·.,:.:.· •• • •• ::_.·.= .. :.·· .. ·· ·:· .. ·.= .. ·.·· .... _ ............... ·:,4 .:·_ .. _ ....... ~ •• ~ .... :~ .. : •• :·:.i!' .... ,! :· . . :· .· :.J ;.: . • ·: t ·. ..... ,.{ ~ . ·. : ·: ~. ·: . 

... 

. ....... . ...... 
J • • ~ 

•• 

.. ................... . 
.... .-•·" 

.... :-- ... · -· . ..._· .- ·--·--. -... ---'... . ..... __ ·~---··-- ·- --- .·. ·-···-------~-:· j)o :-o t}r;" Joi:!.."'lllC. Thron, 
• • • • * . 
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\i·~w~-~·.··:st~~~t~~-··bi:.~ f~-~~ro~~-~ }h.i.~~-Yane.:.~t~:~d ·s~cial c~mments •. . _:-_ 

.. If\ :-~~.e:~ f ,9~-~-~f / ~ -~-~e:s' __ -~ f .. _ T~~· --~-~·1 _\. ~~:-~ .· .N ew_s ._ 1 m~y· me~ ~-1_<:.n ~ 
1
are-. • . :\) :· 

made_:·in ~the personal. coiumn:s that, 11 so...:and-so passed through ,·:. 

toWil ·;w_} mo ~i;;g On \J tz\.i~."6 • -\}: ·;, ;: ·, , ~ ;:--~·:--- .. -~ \ ·: . _ " .. .. ·· 

;::;;::::u:::?:?::'.:l::]t:::~:j:::~:::~:~:~:::~:;· ·:· · ···'·:-
i . 

issues of The Gold Hill News were full of news of new strikes, . . ~- . · . . · . . : . 

o.r:re_newe~;i~g(?.r ·.i..n m~ne~ that have .. been_i_~ OpE:ration. ·~any 
/ 

o:c.the inineS vier,e .;.,;,.;,( bY a:bseritee oVmei:-S ·from 'the East ai,,d .-; 
op:er~t~d \y ioc,i]_ ini;,_~r~f · > :, - · ... ·· · ·· : · ' · j_ 
.. .-:·:·:\;i~· ·s~{~'.:'.~~-;i~~-··-.·~;a·s·::ii~-~-mile~-: .. ~outh of Gold Hill on Kane's · :·:>.-·· :•· 
: . .. _,:: . .. _.. ·: ··,·.;.-:·-· ·:: . . _. .. ·-:-· .-.- -· -: .... _ ._·.:- .. ' . . . . . . I .r .. · 

C1 ... ck·~·.::°. This'.\vas~J-"the Revenu·e .Pocket / whi.ch ·paid around ·Si00,000 / ' 
•• ·~---~ . .• . . ·.• : ·. • • . . ·-· .. •• • • : ••• • • • , . ·1 • : • ,I . 

t;· j\~:":'di~c~v~;~~J • Ai:, .Ed, and·. Erio s· Rho·t~n~· · · The .Rhoten ,/ 
. : : ~ ·~··!:: ·.: _: ·.: .. . ·- '· .. := :: : .. ·:~.· :: .. · : ... · .. · ... .. . : . .· . . .. _ .. . " :· - .. ~ .... : :. ···: . ; . • - . ·' . Ji 

bro~h:ers :·wei:·e .bi'g, sperider·s. : The r~ ·i~-··a /sto:ty that ·one ,night.'/~: 
' . .· ·: .. :.: ::.-. . . . .. : ·. ~ . ·.·• :·:", . . . . ·.. : . ' . . ·. . . . . .. . . / 

they _were hav.i.ng. a party ih a' Me_dfq rq.. Saloon.-,· · At.closing :time, 
.. :.:" . .:-:. "i" ···. -; . :·-.. ... · ·. . · .. ' .. · .. :-.. 1 · .·. .. . . . · / 
they -~_ought ·th·e_,. sa!oon from 1 ts owner ... to: keJp it ope~ all'.:.liight, 

t .__~ .. :'; : V .. .. ~ • • ·,, .... _ ,;.,:.~~~,.,.,"' •• • -•• , ...,,_.,.,. • •• ( ~;, ·,,..;__ .... ,,... • , .. ··-~-.._.~. • • f -·- .;.._': ••· -· -

casually'. laying . the> money. On'. the . ba~ ... ·. :·. Viheri mo ming .came ,.:a they ... . <: '. . ;_' . . 

i~v.r ttr::~tj]f t::t~tt:::r:·;: ::~t ~ to·, H smeilH g~l d. po,ckeis; ::::: :: . 
ma:·--.~~~~--m~y·.· -~~~-~~:~~;u;{:·::·~-tri·~~~,~- '.,t·~-~i; money dwi:hdled. away~- .. . ,• 
:·.·.·:>--- ·:_... . . . · .·:; .... · .. :~ >- -~: .. -~ :. ·. _:: . <· .<-·.. . .-. ·. , ,, . : . . . . . . : .. -· . ,. : ·. 
through lavish spending • . : Mr; Floyd ·.Lance :remembers ·working 
··.-:-'.\\_..-._:.'.. ' .· .. . : .i: ·.: ,: ·:·· .-· .· ::_.::: ·._. ·.< ... ·:--: · ... ·;· :·:::·'·,'!?.~. . . 

. . . .' .,,. . . . 
· · · 6 · · · ' · : : a • · • · ·: ::\· • ·. i · : , · • .:.' · :. ·. :. : :- : ; · · : _; :-. i .'.; : ... . " l .· ·: · i: · ·:,, ~, ~ 
. ·:_. Th:e Gold._ru.11· Nevrn,. Gold HiJ.,l, Ore'gcin\. May, 4, l906 to 

\p~ .. .- 19;.T§o7. -Vol. 9 •. Courtesy of Mrs. Paul Thompson. ,. , 

• : ):i~.id .. ::- .. -:: \: .. -. ' ' -:. :>·< .· . 
_,,· :Eva. Hamilton·, "Gold Mining.:.. The.'.Area'a Firs't Chapter," 

ledford _Mail ·Tribune,·. Jµ].y .21, ·1963·.:·No· •. 104. · ·· 
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Industrial Archeology 

bent - In an elevated flume or sluice, a "bent" is one 
support structure of the trestle. A bent was usually 
constructed of three or more vertical support posts 
and two cross-brace members. 

booming - Used at placer claims where permanent water 
was not plentiful. It involved the accumulation (with 
darns) and sudden release (by collapsible "splash 
dams" or "self-shooters") of a sufficiently large 
supply of water to undertake placer mining. 

China pump or Chinese pump - A water-powered sump 
pump utilizing a chain or belt of paddles or buckets: 
an irrigation device native to southeastern China. 

clean-up - The periodic recovery of the "amalgam" from a 
hydraulic sluice system. Usually a clean-up was 
undertaken at least three times a season in south­
western Oregon. In large operations it might be as 
often as every two weeks. 

current wheel - A paddle wheel powered by the flow of a 
river or stream; often connected to a Chinese pump 
or other water-transfer device in the floor of a 
hydraulic mine, especially those located in or adja­
cent to the streambed (i.e., behind a wing dam). 

deflector - Lever-aimed tip of a hydraulic mining nozzle: 
used to swivel the nozzle and thereby change the 
direction of the pressurized spray of water. 

elevator - A pipe used to move placer deposits or tailings 
to a higher elevation sluice system by means of 
pressurized water. 

flume - A wooden trough used to transport water for 
mining purposes: an aqueduct. 

freeboard - The vertical distance between the optimum 
water level in a ditch and the top of the adjacent 
berm. 

giant - An iron nozzle from which high-pressure water 
escaped in a powerful spray, aimed at consolidated 
placer deposits. (Also known variously as a "goose 
neck," "globe monitor," "dictator," "chief." "knuck­
le-joint," etc., after the terminology of commercial 
manufacturers or local inventors.) 

grizzly - An iron (or sometimes wooden) screen or grate; 
used in a sluice system to separate larger-sized waste 
material from the gold-bearing "fines." 

ground sluice - A linear excavation within a placer mine, 
usually down to bedrock, which is used for gold 
recovery in lieu of(or in addition to) a wooden sluice 
system. 

"gumboot miner" - Nineteenth- and early-20th-century 
slang term for a hydraulic miner, as opposed to an 
underground or "hardrock" miner; coming from their 
use of waterproof boots while working in the 

so 

semi-flooded conditions of the washing pit. 
head box - Sometimes called a "pressure box" or "bulk­

head"; a wooden structure located adjacent to a 
lateral ditch and directly upslope from a hydraulic 
mine. The box served as a small reservoir, feeding 
ditch water into the steel pipe which led down to the 
mine. 

hydraulic mining - The process by which a spray of high­
pressure water is brought to bear on the bank of a 
placer deposit, collapsing it and washing the material 
through a gold recovery system. (Also known as 
"scientific mining" during the 19th century.) 

"John" - From "John Chinaman," a derogatory term used 
by Euroamcrican miners and others when speaking of 
Chinese immigrants. 

lateral - The main ditch/ flume system used to transport 
water (often for many miles) from the place of intake 
to the mining claim. 

miner's inch - The standard measure of water volume used 
for the purposes of deciding water rights and con­
structing water delivery systems. A miner's inch 
equals the amount of water passing through the one­
inch square opening of a two-inch thick plank with a 
steady flow of water standing six inches deep above 
the opening, the total quantity escaping through the 
hole equal to 2,274 cubic feet in a twenty-four-hour 
period. Until 1890 there was much geographic vari­
ability in the definition of a miner's inch. In the 
1880s there was a "South Yuba inch," a "Smartsvillc 
inch,'' etc. 

monitor - Sec "giant." 
pelto11 wheel ·- A metal, water-powered wheel ( with 

buckets divided and shaped to increase the revolving 
velocity) used to generate hydro-electricity from 
small streams. Pelton wheels were used to provide 
illumination and other electrical power to late­
! 9th-century hydraulic 111ines. 

pe11stock - · The main "feeder pipe" between lateral dit..:h 
and "giant" nozzle: usually made of riveted sheet­
metal segments and with one or more "Y" jundions 
leading to as many nozzles. 

placer - Alluvial or colluvi:d deposits which arc known or 
believed to contain gold or other valuable metals. 

quicksilver - Mercury (Hg), the liquid metal used to amal­
gamate with and recover fine particles of gold. The 
mining of cinnabar (111crcury ore) w:is inextricably 
linked with its use in the gold recovery process. 

race - Term used by some English-speaking hydraulic 
miners (e.g., New Zealand, Australia) for water 
delivery features like ditches and flumes. 



riffles The lining along the bottom surface of a sluice 
system used to capture the waterborne gold; usually 
made of wooden slats or blocks. 

siphon Actually an inverted siphon, used to transfer 
water from one side of a steep draw or canyon to the 
other by means of a V-shaped length of steel pipe; 
not a true siphon since no vacuum or suction was 
necessary. 

sluice box Wooden troughs, with riffles, used to wash and 
separate the gold from placer deposits. Some sluice 
systems were quite long, composed of many troughs 
"telescoping" into the next trough. 

sluice water channel An inclined, man-made stream 
which led down from a lateral ditch to the washing 
pit. Unlike the water in a penstock, the stream was 
unconfined and did not pass through a giant. The 
sluice water channel brought water dire..:tly to the 
mine for use in the sluice system: it was used when 
there was a surplus of water not needed for the 
giants. 

sniping Miners' jargon for small-scale placer mining; 
sometimes the re,vorking of placer tailings for gold 
which was overlooked or lost by the previous 
operators. 

tailings Waste material from any m1111ng operation; in 
hydraulic mining the term "tailings" or '·stickens" 
referred to the boulders, cobbles, gravel, and silt 
removed from the washing pit and usually r.edeposit­
ed in a nearby stream or often as linear mounds. The 
term "slickens'' was most often used to describe the 
smaller gravel and silt which was i.:arried downstream 
from the mine. 

tailrace A not her term ( especially in New Zealand) for the 
tailings sluice. 

undercurrent - The portion of a sluice system which 
receives the water and "fines" which drop through 
the grizzly; often set perpendicular to the main sluice 
and tailings sluice, the lower velocity water washed 
the small-sized material over a series of quicksilver­
coated riffles which captured the gold. 

washing pit - The main excavation of a hydraulic mine; 
often very large and deep, depending on the extent of 
high-value placer deposits. 

wing dam An L-shaped rock and/or wooden coffer dam, 
built within the bed of a "live,, stream so as to divert 
the now from a section of the streambed and enable 
mining to take place. 
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Property Class 1409 
Stat Class ,..lo_o_o _ ______________ _ 

Unit ID 1139543-2 
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Neighborhood 

Study Area 

Account Status 

Tax Status 

Sub Type 

MS Park ID 

Owner 
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Mailing Address 
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!ACTIVE 

!Assessable 

jNORMAL 

I PAULSEN DAN B/DEANNA C 

16144 OLD STAGE RD CENTRAL POINT/COUNTY /B 
PAULSEN DAN B/DEANNA C 
PO BOX 3481 

CENTRAL POINT OR, 97502 

- Ac,sou .t, , r1 lm.l<1ts 1 Acct 

Tax Code 6-04 I MS !3-014119· 1 363W36D 600 ACTIVE 

Acreage 
*Manufactured 
Structure* 

- 3G3W3GD GOO Totals 2 ltnp 

Taxlot Acreage j s.08 

3-01411 9- 1 Improve ments 

Building # 1 I 1976 672 SqFt Single wide 

3-014119-1 Improve, nertls 

Manufactured 11976 BILTMORE X222153 
Structure # 1 
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LOT BLOCK . ·., 

NO. 

-r-\:l!.:. . ~~r; ~~,,:~ ~= T'r1 

r ,., '· 

NO. SUB. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Paulsen, Dan Bernard & Deanna Colleen and Karlas, James A 
& Annette 

Paulsen, Dan Bernard & Deanna Colleen 

Paulsen, Dan Bernard & Deanna Colleen (~) and 
Karlas, James A & Annette(~) 

THE FOLLOWING REPLACES THE ABOVE DESCRIPTION 

Paulsen, Dan Bernard & Deanna Colleen 

(ANNEXATION ORD NO 368-96 DATED 6-5-96) f\OTE 

. 
1 

DEED RECORD ACRES 

. ' ! VEAR VOLUME PAGE REMAINING 
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.R. 90-11290 ( ote) 
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Re ENOS [ENICJ M. RHOTEN 
Born February 15, 1852 Died at his Kane Creek home December 12, 1931 
Cause of death = "apoplexy" Occupation= "miner" 

Interview of brother James Albert "Al" Rhoten December 
1931. [Al was 6'5"] 

"Wherever he found color he followed it, all through the Southern Oregon hills, 
with pick, shovel and pan. He was always looking for gold. He followed until he found 
it." Pointing with his giant hand toward the dark canyons of Kane Creek being drenched 
by a cold December rain, Al Rhoten paused in the preparation of his Thursday night 
supper to explain the luck of his brother, Enos "Enic" M. Rhoten, who died last week, a 
poor man in a little frame shack on the mountain side from which he had recovered gold 
amounting to more than $200,000. 

Enic, as he was known to all miners, found his first pocket on Blackwell Hill. 
"When he was seven he was going for the cows," Al recalled turning toward the stove in 
the comer of the cabin to the pan bread baking on the red hot lids. "Enic followed the 
color and found $150 worth, I guess - that was a long time ago." 

"Enic was past 79 when he died. He lay sick three years. He never complained, 
Enic never did." Tears for an instant clouded the eyes of the huge sandy haired man, 
described by those who knew the Rhoten brothers best as the 'spitting image' ofEnic. 
"He didn't feel so bad before he died, just could not move. Old age I guess." 

"Enic found his largest pocket on Gold Hill. He panned $17,000 from it." But 
the largest of all, Al admitted, he found with his help. It yielded more than $100,000 [the 
Revenue Mine] and was found on Kane Creek where the cabins of the Rhoten boys now 
stand. Galls, Sardine, Foots, and Kane Creeks and all the sections neighboring Gold Hill 
and Grants Pass were mined by the Rhoten brothers and their father, John, who had 
crossed the plains from Iowa by oxen team in 1859. "The richest pockets have been 
found but there is still gold in them mountains," Al believes and he is going to find it 
after a while. 

Enic Rhoten, hunter and fighter too, was known not only for bigness of gold 
pockets and heart, but also for the tracks he left upon the soil. Wherever his footprint 
was seen, miners turned away knowing the gold was gone already. His shoes were made 
to order, their measurements never revealed, but their proportions were as familiar to his 
friends as the broad brimmed hat he wore to town. He was "as long below the pockets as 
are most men from toe to crown", as he was described. Enic measured six feet eleven 
inches in his socks. His heart was as big as his body and his gold went as easily as it 
came. There was always an open bar in the saloon when Rhoten appeared there. If the 
owner objected, he bought the place, sourdoughs claim. They tell the story of a night in 
Grants Pass when the proprietor chose to close the doors and Enic wasn't through with 
his drinking and neither were his friends. The proprietor was insistent so Enic bought the 
place for $50,000. Free whiskey and beer were served throughout the night. No one 
seems to know what became of the investment. Just another saloon purchased following 
the discovery of yet another big pocket. When the gold was all spent, Enic went for more 



and he usually found it. He always took a different route to a pocket, not covering up his 
trail. He worked so quietly that a workman claims Enic removed an $800 pocket a few 
rods from the McDonald ranch crew without his operations being known. 

On May 1, 1873, Enic enlisted in company C, First Brigade of the Oregon 
Mounted Volunteers under Captain Joseph Heyzer. Enic fought in the Modoc War and 
when he surrendered to death last week a bullet received in an early battle was still 
lodged in his chest. His service time was short as the company disbanded June 18th of the 
same year. Memories too, stayed with him until the end. Several times during the last 
week as he lay in his barren shack the old miner was heard to shout "The Indians are 
coming!" 

Tuesday afternoon with a simple ceremony they returned Enic to the earth with 
burial in the Gold Hill Rock Point Cemetery. And now as night darkens the little shack 
across the canyon from Al's, Enic's old coal oil lamp is still lit by Nancy Ellen Rhoten 
his wife of over 32 years." 



§'vuggets 
of 
§'vews 

In recent months we have had several inquiries 
about Enic (as he was known) Rhoten. The following 
article will tell a little about Enic and his remarkable 
family. 

Now step back in time 13 0 years to the wild 
wooly west. When the valley was in its youth, gold 
and whiskey was abundant and women were few. A 
time when the laws were as crude as the make shift 
cabins the old pioneers and miners constructed to live 
in. Back to a time when bar room brawls, murders 
and claim jumping were common place. 

The Rhotens crossed the plains in an ox driven 
wagon to Oregon in 1859. They brought their six 
children, John, Mary, Enic (Enoch Enos), Cynthia, 
Rachel and Louisa Jane. Upon their arrival, they 
Jettled in Douglas County, Oregon. While living in 
Douglas County, another son, Abraham was bom 
November 24, 1860. One year later they moved to 
Jackson County where they secured a homestead upon 
Kanes Creek. Their homeplace was about two miles 
up Kanes Creek in a beautiful meadow surrounded by 

P. 0. ':Box 26 
{}old Will, Ore. 97525 
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oak and pine trees. Three more children were born in 
to them, J amcs Albe~ William H. and Emma. 

When John Rhoten wasn't hunting for gold, he 
hired out to the different fanners in the area. John 
worked for Thomas Chavuer on his large fann at the 
Dardanelles. He plowed, killed hogs, · chopped wood, 
chased cows or what ever else Chavner needed done. 

During 187 5 John traded his work at $1.25 per 
day for goods at the Dardanelles store. Some of the 
items he purchased were; 12 bushels of barley @ 
62¢, 800 pounds ·of hay $8.00, 1 sack of flour 
$1.12 Vi, 1 plug of tobacco $1.00, 22 lbs. of bacon 
$3.52, 20 lb shoulder $2.80 and 1 horse for $35.00. 
He also bartered cord wood to Chavner, he received 
the magnificent sum of $1.00 per cord! 

Enic also worked for the Chavners. He worked 
for Rosie Chavner for I l /4 days and received 
$ l.871h 

During the l 880's, the Rhotens concentrated on 
mining. They found placers, quartz and even filed on 
a cinnabar claim. The boys continued mining after 
their father died in 1887. Enic and his brothers knew 
every nook and cranny on Kane Creek. They all 
started "pocket hunting" at an early age. Enic found 
his first pocket while hunting cows on Blackwell Hill. 
He was IO years old at the time and made S150.00. 
This was probably when gold fever hit him. 

It is said that Enic could smell gold. He 
originated the art of "pocket hunting". His method 
wa'i used by thousands of quartz miners. Enic studied 
the geology and geography of the Rogue valley and 
knew where gold should be. 

Gold has certain characteristics, depending on 
whether it is in a quartz vein, clay seam, iron seam 
or an ancient river bed. It is essential for a pocket 
hunter to carry a magnifying glass. Quartz gold is 
scraggly with rough sharp edges and sometimes has 
quartz is attached. The gold found in clay has a soft 
yellowish color and when found in iron it takes on a 
dark tint with oxidized iron particles. Go Id from 
ancient river channels is smooth, worn and flatten in 
appearance. Gold has finger prints, so to speak, by 
studying its characteristics a geologist can tell you 
where it was found. 

The first step in finding a pocket is to find a 
"trace", or the trail of gold particles that are found 
scattered on the mountain side. These gold particles 
have been carried down from a higher elevation. You 
follow the trace up the hill taking two samples one 
from each side of the trace and put them in separate 
bags. Next you find the nearest available water and 
pan the samples. Under careful inspection with the aid 
of your glass it is easy to see what kind of gold you 
have discovered. Taking sample after sample repeat 
the process until you reach a point that is barren of 



gold. Then you go back down to where you again 
find gold and dig there until you reach the pocket. 

Whenever Enic needed money he would don his 
1oppy brimmed hat he called "old lucky" disappear 
Jto the woods, carrying his a pick, shovel, pan, and 

leather bags. He criss crossed the hills and gulches in 
his never ending search for the coveted yellow metal. 
Rhoten was part hunter with the spirit of the old 
Mountain men who came before him. He would stay 
in the untamed hills for weeks at a time. But when 
he returned he always had gold. 

Rhoten used a mortar to break down the gold 
from the rock He stored his gold in jars and 
systematically numbered each of his samples so he 
knew just where he had found them. 

Rhoten mined every gulch and stream including 
Galls, Sardine, Foots, Kanes, Graves Creeks and the 
Rogue and Applegate Rivers. 

He usually worked alone quietly and 
methodically, in the wilds of Southern Oregon, never 
returning to a pocket using the same trail. He did 
leave very distinguishing foot prints where ever he 
went. The size of his shoes was never revealed, but 
they had to be special ordered. Whenever a miner 
saw his tracks, they would leave, knowing the gold 
was gone. 

He was quite a story teller and had a witty sense 
of humor. Many a miner listened attentively as he 
spun his tales of adventure hoping to gain some of 
his vast knowledge of the science of pocket hunting. 
He was highly respected and admired by the miners. 

Even though Enos was a kind ole soul, he was 
,er known to walk away from a fight if he thought 

ne was in the right. 
He wasn't always on the right side of the law 

either. In October of 1889 he robbed an Indian of 
$10.00 on the road between Gold Hill and Willow 
Springs. He was thrown in jail, where he spent the 
night. His mother went to Jacksonville the next day 
and posted his $200.00 bail, Enos was released. He 
failed to appear for his arraignment and his bail was 
forfeited. Sheriff James Birdseye came out to Kane 
Creek and arrested him. He was sentenced that 
December, to one year in the state penitentiary. As 
soon as he got out he went back to mining. 

Another brush with the law came in April of 
1915. It seems he and his long time friend John 
Knotts was hired by the widow Fennel to kill and 
dress some hogs. In return they were to receive a 
portion of the meat. When the work was done she 
refused to give them their share. The boys got into a 
little tanglefoot for courage and returned to her cabin. 
They proceeded to raise a ruckus and the sheriff was 
called. They were arrested and fined $25.00 each. 
They never did get their "grub steak" or npork steak" 
if you prefer! @ 

Rhoten tried his luck at farming, moving to a 
160 acre fann in the Applegate Valley in the spring 

t 912. At that time he also ran a general store. He 
med to the homeplace on Kane Creek in 1915 

and again took to the hills in search of gold. 
Through the years, the local newspapers ran 

articles about the "Lucky Rhoten Brothers" and 
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another find, much like the 
following article found in the 
Mail Tribune dated Dec. 8, 
1908. 

STRUCK A NEW POCKET 

"Every once in a while 
after disappearing for a few 
weeks, the Rhoten brothers 
of Gold Hill show up with a 
lot of rich rock and pure 
gold, which they have dug 
out of a pocket somewhere 
in the hills of Southern 
Oregon. Sometimes they have 
hundreds of dollars 
sometimes more, sometimes 
not so much but there is 
usually enough to keep the 
"pot boiling" for a time and 
leave enough to outfit another prospecting expedition. 

The latest find is probably the biggest they have 
yet made. In the Kane Creek district the other day, 
Enoch, George and Albert Rhoten found a pocket that 
was estimated yielding between $8,000 and $10,000. 
It is said that some of it was so nearly pure gold 
that it wouldn't ubreak" and had to be pried off the 
side walls with sharp instruments. One piece exhibited 
at Gold Hill was two inches wide, nearly half an inch 
thick and several inches high and was almost pure 
gold, having but a few bits of quartz scattered 
through it. 

The Rhoten brothers have leased the land upon 
which the pocket was found and are following the 
vein in hopes of striking more of the yellow metal. 11 

T1ie Gold Hill Miner May 3, 1895 
"E. Roten, the well-known and most successful 

miner is again in the hills and closing up rapidly on 
a rich trace. When Enoch gets a trace of the hidden 
treasure he never stops to eat or sleep until the game 
is bagged. 11 

The Rhotens filed some 48 different claims during 
the time they hunted gold. Some of the mines they 
located and were associated with were; Big Hom, 
Grand Paw, Big Bar Bonanza, Gold Bug, Manzanita, 
Mountain Lion, Millionaire and the famous Revenue 
that yielded nearly $100,000.00. 

Enic had a heart as big as his 6 foot 11 3/4" 
stature. There was always an open house when he 
was in a saloon. Many stories have been told about 
him buying bars so he could continu~ drinking and 
partying with his many friends. His great nephew, 
Dick Rhoten, related the story of him buying a saloon 
on D street in Grants Pass. As Rhoten and his 
buddies were partying hardy, a young man came into 
the saloon and told him about being rudely treated by 
the butcher next door. Enic went to the butcher shop 
and bought it for him. 
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ENOS RHOTEN 

This photograph was found in volume three of Gaston's . 
Centennial History of Oregon 1811 to 1911. It was taken dunng 
the time Enos lived in the Applegate Valley. 

A couple of other stories told to the author by 
his nephew, are as follows; One time ~nic. had. been 
missing for a couple of weeks. Ella, his wife fmally 
found him in a Jacksonville bar nursing a hangover. 
When they went out the door, he took the jar of 
nuggets he had with him and threw them in the 
street, saying the town might as well have the rest of 
it. Then let loose with an uproarious laugh as men, 
women and children scrambled in the streets after the 
nuggets. 

On an other occasion, Enos heard of a big 
business proposition in San Francisco. He decked 
himself out in a top hat and suit and headed out. 
When Ella went to town for groceries a couple of 
weeks later Enic arrived riding a freight train. His top 
hat was smashed flat and his cloths ripped to shreds. 
He went directly to the nearest saloon, where his 
credit was always good, got him a pint of whiskey 
and headed for Kane Creek. 

He tells another story about the time Uncle Enic 
built Dickrs father Carl and his cousin a sluice box. 
He lead the boys to a spot that he knew had gold 
and showed them how to use the sluice. The next 
day the boys told their uncle that they had been 
robbed. Enic was certain that it was a Chinaman 
living in the area that had got their "grub steak". He 
told the boys to take his big fuzzy dog with them 
and hide in the bushes that night and wait. When the 
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guy comes, sick the dog on him. Around midnight., 
here came the Chinaman. The boys let go with "sick 
'em". That ole dog tore into him and chased him 
down the creek nipping at his rear. Enic lay in 
waiting not far from the boys, then proceeded to wail 
the tar out of him. He never came back up the creek. 

There are numerous stories about Enic Rhoten, 
many of them are humorous anecdotes that re~<?ct life 
during the early days of reckles~ and hearty hvi_ng. 
Ole Enic was known far and wide by the old timers 
of the valley. 

Rhoten lay sick in bed in his old cabin on Kane 
Creek three years before finally dying Saturday 
December 12, 1931 of apoplexy. At the time of his 
death, he was still carrying a bullet in his chest that 
he had received in the Modoc Indian War of 1873. 
He served in the first brigade~ Company C under 
Captain Joseph Heyzer. 

Enic's immeasurable generosity cost him the great 
sums of money he earned mining. His last days were 
spent in poverty. The pension he . recei':'ed from his 
service for the government was his mam means of 
support. . 

His eyes held the knowledge that many a mmer 
wished he had. His uncanny ability to find a pocket 
went with him to his grave. He was one of the most 
picturesque characters of all time, and was known as 
the father of pocket hunting. He is credited with 
taking more gold out of the hills of Jackson County 
than any other individual. 

The next time you head up Kane Creek, listen 
carefully. You just might hear his laughter echoing 
down through the canyon. Enic's memory will live 
forever in the hills of Southern Oregon's gold country. 

The Rhoten family were not only endowed with 
the gift to find gold, they were also very tall. Their 
height and weight is included with the family 
genealogy that was found while researching this story. 
If you have additional information please drop it by 
the office. 

John R. Rhoten 
height: 6' 7 3/4" weight: 185 lbs. 
born: Ohio, March 6, 1817 
died: May 22, 18 87 age 70 on Kanes Creek 
from injuries sustained from a kick in the abdomen 
by a horse. 
buried: Jacksonville Cemetery 

Elizabeth Hudson Rhoten 
height: 4' 9" weight: 250 lbs. 
born: Indiana February 9 or 11, 1826 
died: October 4, 1919 age 93 at Talent 
buried: Jacksonville Cemetery 

John and Elizabethts children are listed on next page 



John Howard Rhoten 
height: 6' 5 'h" weight: 185 lbs. 
born: Iowa, ca. 1849 or 1850 
lived in Siskiyou County when his father died in 18 87 
died: possibly in Siskiyou County, CA 
He had at least one child named Carl 

Mary Lavina Rhoten Marden (Mardon) 
height: 6' 2 'h" weight: 195 lbs. 
born: Iowa 1851 
married: Dave Marden May 11, 1865, at the home of 
George Ingram 
died: January 10, 1906 age 56 at Gold Hill 
buried: Jacksonville Cemetery 
children: 
John born March 1866 in CA 
George born April 1869 in CA 

Enos M. Rhoten 
height: 6' 11 3/411 weight: 198 lbs. 
born: Iowa February 15, 1852 
married: Nancy Ellen Conger Gale October 1, 1898 
died: December 12, 1931 age 79 Kane Creek 
buried: Rock Point Cemetery 
child: Ida May Rhoten LaClair born 1899 in OR 
( died from accidental gunshot wound 1941 buried Rock 
Point) 
step children: 
Roy Gale born May 1886 in OR died Tehama, CA 1916 
Noria Gale born January 1888 in OR 
Mary Gale born March 1890 in OR 

Cynthia A. Rhoten 
height: 6' 1 3/4° weight: 162 lbs. 
born: Iowa June 1854 
died: January 5, 1878 
buried: Jacksonville Cemetery 

Rachel K. Rhoten Coen 
height: 61 3/411 weight: 150 lbs. 
born: Iowa 1856 
married: Simon F. Coen (Cohen) March 11, 1872 at the 
house of J.W. Manning 
died: October 18, 1929 age 73 at Seattle, WA 
buried: Probably Seattle 
children: Unknown 

Louisa Jane Rhoten (Eliza) 
height: 61 3 1/411 weight: 125 lbs. 
born: Iowa 1858 
died: April 13 or 14, 1899 age 41 Kane Creek 
buried: Jacksonville Cemetery 

Abraham L. Rhoten 
height: 61 6 1/411 weight: 2 00 lbs. 
born: Douglas County November 24, 1860 
married: Josephine Enyart Ford April 21, 1887 
at the home of John Buckley 
died: August 20, 1934 at Salem, OR 
buried: Logtown Cemetery 
children: 
Archie L. born November 1892 in OR 
S. Jesse born November 1894 in OR 
step children: 
Josie Ford born June 1886 in OR 
Wilborn Ford born August 1881 in OR 
Sarah Ford Banister born February 1878 in OR ~\ ! 

..... -
~ \ ,-

James Albert (Al) Rhoten 
4'.

~~, ... ,~ t.\. 

height: 6' 5 3/4" weight: 189 lbs. .,..., ... 
born: Kanes Creek June 15, 1862 • -
married: Nora (Noretta) Cole July 1, 1907 ,~ '' 
died: February 11, 1944 age 81 at Gold Hill 
buried: &stwood I.0.0.F. Cemetery Medford 
children: 
James born 1906 in OR 
William born 1907 in OR 
Roy E. born 1909 in OR 
daughter born September 21, 1913 Kanes Creek 
Al had another daughter born in OR 

William H. Rhoten 
height: 6' 9 3/411 weight: 222 ¥z lbs. 
born: Kanes Creek 1866 
married: Lura Clark August 5, 1891 
at the home of J.M. Jones 
died: Unknown possibly Siskiyou County, CA 
buried: Unknown 

Emma Francis Rhoten Boggis 
height: 6' 4'hu weight: 188 lbs. 
born: Kanes Creek Born February 22, 1868 . 
married: Alfred Boggis December 24, 1891 at the house of 
John DeRoboam 
died: September 24, 1938 age 70 at Gold Hill 
buried: Jacksonville Cemetery 
children: 
Arthur born 1894 in OR 
Mary born 1896 in OR 
Johnnie born 1898 in OR 

John Edward (Ed) Rhoten (grandson of John & Elizabeth 
but raised as their own son, the 1880 census verifies this 
Elizabeth would have been 47 when he was born) 
born: Kane Creek July 30, 1876 
married: Ada Swinden July 19, 1911 by Judge J.B.R. 
Morelock Justice of the Peace 
died: October 28, 1962 age 86 at Jacksonville 
buried: Rock Point Cemetery 
children: 
Aaron Rhoten date of birth unknown 
Elliot Rhoten date of birth unknown died in 1960 
Daughter's married name Mrs. Saxton Cleveland of Santa 
Ana, CA 

George W. Rhoten (grandson of John & Elizabeth but 
raised as their own. Elizabeth would have been 58 when 
George was born) 
born: Kane Creek April 1887 
died: February 10, 1910 age 23 at Gold Hill of the 
measles 
buried: Rock Point Cemetery 

© December 1992 by Linda Morehouse Genaw 
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From: kerby@western-stories.com 
To: "Janet" <jjssss2@charter.net> 
Date: 06/26/2011 05:20:43 EDT 
Subject: Re: Gold Hill Historical Society 

Hi Janet, 

Good to meet you today and thanks for your help on the Hammersly family. 

I have spent this evening going through the legal descriptions of all the 
known Gold Hill District mines (all 250 plus of them!). 

Though there are a lot of mines in the vicinity of Galls and Kane, I have 
managed to narrow the location down to a single mine. What we are looking 
at here is definitely part of the Braden Mine. Though the "heart" of the 
mine was located in Section 27, as near as I can discover, there were at 
least 14 claims in the Braden Group and they took in not only Section 27, 
but also Section 28 and Section 34. The ridgeline you are seeing from home 
runs through Section 28 in the west and then to the south into 34. As near 
as I have been able to discover, there were at least 6 distinct adits (ie. 
tunnels) on the Braden, the majority of them running in a vertical line up 
the ridgeline. What you are seeing is probably the highest of the these 
workings. Obviously, there were also other workings on the claims, but the 
majority were surface cuts and incline shafts and are therefore not really 
visible. 

I am including below, the section on the Braden from the mss. I am working 
on, which overviews all of the info. I have on the Braden. Apart from an 
undated report made by DOGAMI in the late 1940's or 1950's (that sheds no 
light on the mine other than basic geology), there is nothing I have 
uncovered about the Braden to indicate any activity after about 1916. I 
had also asked Dennis if he had uncovered anything after that period and 
he had told me that the last mention he had seen also was around that 
period as well, so we must presume that she was one of the numerous 
casualties of WW1 era inflation which increased operating costs in an era 
where the price of gold was fixed. I also know that the entire mill was 
sent to the Ashland Mine, so there can be no doubt that THAT was the end. 

Kerby 

Braden Mine 

Alternate Names: None 
Drainage System: Kane Creek 
Major Commodities: Gold, Silver 

- Trace Commodities: Arsenic, Lead, Copper 
Host Rock: Hornblendite, Schist, Amphibolite 
Legal Description: 36 South, 3 West, Section 27, SE 1/4 
GPS: 42° 24' 25" North : 123° 3' 7" West 
Elevation: 1350 feet 

The Braden Mine was located around 1875 by B. A. Knott of Gold Hill who 
began the early development of the mine by treating the ore with an 
arrastre. Following the location by Knott, the mine went through a 
sucession of early owners, including Dr. James Braden for whom the mine 
was eventually named, and also Dr. A.W. Cornelius of San Francisco. 
Another early owner was Dee (Dillard) Horn who was the son of James and 
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Luann Horn, early settlers on Galls Creek. Dee Horn lived on his family's 
homestead, raised a family and made his way mostly by mining and farming. 
He was said to have an uncanny nose for gold and in addition to owning the 
Braden around 1885, he also owned the Old Gold and the Home Mine. The 
Braden Mine was located about a mile and a half up Kane Creek (known in 
early records as rvault Creek for early pioneer William G. T'Vault) and 
is today on private property. 

In 1900, Braden sold the mine to Dr. C.R. Ray who tater lived atTolo. 
That year, the doctor had been sent to Alaska by his wealthy brother, 
Colonel Frank H. Ray, for the possibility of investing in some Alaskan 
gold mines. When he found nothing of substantial value, C.W. telegraphed 
his brother and told him that he would be returning home empty handed. Not 
wishing that the trip be for nothing, the Colonel persuaded his brother to 
take a look at a mine In Southern Oregon which he had heard about. That 
mine was the Braden. 

By 1902, the Ray brothers had decided that a way to make the mine very 
profitable wou\d be to deliver electricity to the site. However, at that 
time, there was no electricity in the immediate vicinity of the mine. 
Under Oregon's water Jaws of 1899, the ability to divert and dam water for 
the purpose of developing hydro-electrlcity for mining is considered to be 
a granted right, so with no electricity available to purchase, amongst 
much snickering of the locals who believed that harnessing the mighty 
Rogue River was impossible, the Rays set out to build their own dam for 
the purpose of developing power. Inltially, the brothers wished to build 
their dam near the town of Gold Hill, but after the city fathers wanted 
too much money for a piece of property, the Rays decided to look elsewhere 
and were contacted by a local miner named Dan Condor who had a placer mine 
four miles upstream of Gold Hill, at what was then popularly known as 
Tola. Seeing the benefit of the installation of such a dam, Condor 
immediat ely entered into a business deal with C. W. Ray. As Frank Ray was 
an organizer and vice president of the American Tobacco Company, he had no 
problem raising the capital for the venture and in 1902, he sold stock on 
the New York Stock Exchange for a company called Condor Water and Power 
Company to help fund the construction. 

The project got off the ground by the Fall of 1902 with the construction 
of a coffer dam to divert the waters of the Rogue in preparation for the 
construction of the main dam, but soon encountered a few slight hitches. 
According to local legend, after digging the streambed down to bedrock, 
one of the workmen discovered a rich quartz vein running across the river 1 
and it appears that the crew was somewhat sidetracked by chipping visible 
gold out of the bedrock. A much larger problem however, was the discovery 
of dynamite which had been planted at the work site and the constant 
concern that opponents of the dam (mostly gill-netters) intended to blow 
the dam up. (The Ament Dam, Installed by the Golden Drift Mining Company 
further downstream above Grants Pass, also suffered from this problem and 
on at least one ocassion, that particular dam was damaged by dynamite). 
Storms bringing high waters that year also made the work difficult and 
dangerous. 

Following the completion of the coffer dam, large logs were secured into 
cuts made into the bedrock and the gaps were filled with large rocks. When 
completed, the dam, then known as Ray Gold, was 17 feet high and 350 feet 
long and also included a mundane fish ladder. Water was drawn out of the 
north side of the river and used to power a 250 kilovolt generator which 
had been manufactured by General Electric in 189 7. The water turned a 
series of pullies at a rate of 360 rpms, which in turn pulled on 1600 feet 
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of one and three quarter inch rope which was rigged in such a way to turn 
the generators. Needless to say, if a rope broke, there was no power until 
it was spliced back together. 

In late 1904, electricity flowed for the first time to the Braden -
init lally, a whole 1.5 megawatts worth, but the next year, the generators 
were upgraded to 750 kilovolts. 

Since the Rays were good businessmen, it did not take them long to realize 
that there was actually more money to be made by supplying electricity to 
others mines and to nearby towns than they could make off the production 
of the Braden. The Condor company was then re-organized under the name 

1 Rogue River Electric Company and also advertised telegraph and telephone 
1 services as well. Medford was connected in 1904 with much grandeur and 

publicity. Between 1905 and 1907, the Rays stretched 18 miles worth of 
electric lines from Tola to the famous Greenback Mine near the town of 
Placer and also to the Granite Hill Mine on Louse Creek. By 1905, the 40 
stamp mill at the Greenback was powered by electricity, so it is thought 
that even though the Granite Hill is south of the Greenback, it did not 
switch to electric for some ti me after the Greenback was converted. 
Remnants of some of the original electric lines can still be seen near the 
site of the Granite Hill. The Rays also built lines into Medford, Grants 
Pass, Jacksonville, Ashland, Rogue River, Gold Hill and other communities, i 

not to mention numerous mines, firmly establishing the development of , 
electricity in Southern Oregon. Less than ten years later, the community 
of Medford used more electricity and had more electric stoves, electric • 

1 
water heaters and electric heaters per capita than any other town in the , 
United States. In otherwords, the entire use of electricity in our region ' 
really has its roots in the development of the Braden mine. 

In the meantime, though some mining was done at the Braden, it appears 
that the Rays were much occupied with other projects, including a stone 
quarry and a saw mill near Tola, that placed much of the Braden's 
development on the back burner. 

In 1907, Diller and Kay reported, that according to C.R. Ray and mine \ 
manager E.W. Wiljegran, the Braden Mine had been under lease to the Opp 
Mining Company of Jacksonville for about a year. At that time, the 
greatest reported output of the mine came under the management of the Opp 
Co. in 1907 with a production in excess of $30,000 which would equate to 
nearly 1600 ounces of gold. During that time, the equipment at the mine 
consisted of a 10 stamp mill, a giant crusher, four Johnson concentrating 
tables, one air compressor and machine drills. The mine was equipped with 
electric lights and ran 24 hours a day, the power being brought in from ,. 
Gold Ray. 

The property was developed prlmarlly through the use of drifts along the 
veins and by extending winzes and upraises from these drifts. The vein 
formed an outrcrop along the south east side of a hill and then dipped in 
a south easterly direction. The angle of the vein was greater than the 
slope of the hlllside so the lower drifts are considerably deeper below 
the surface than those higher on the hill. In total, there were four 
drifts in a line, one above the other, with a total length of about 3000 
feet. Their greatest depth from the surface is approximately 250 feet. The 
longest of these drifts is the lower tunnel which has a length of about 
1200 feet. A considerable amount of very rich ore was taken from the 
winzes and upraises of this tun net. 

The largest share of the mine's production came from two shoots which were 
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nearly 600 feet apart in the lowest drift at the mine. One of the shoots 
extended along the vein in the drift for about 55 feet and at about the 
same dip, but at a winze increased to 80 feet, then narrowed rapidly. The 
other shoot had a length of about 75 feet along the strike of the vein, 
but then increased to 125 feet. The direction was South 50 degrees East 
and usually the best values were found at the foot of the walls. The zone 
of oxidation did not extend to a depth greater than about 100 foot below 
the surface and in many areas, the zone was found at depths of 
considerably less. 

The rock of the ore is very fine grained and of a dark grey Jn color with 
visible small crystals of feldspar. Kay states that: 

"Under the microscope the rock appears distinctly porphyritic, the 
groundmass being microcrystalline. The phenocrysts are mainly plagiodase 
feldspar, but a few crystals of horneblende, probably secondary from 
augite, are also present." 

He goes on to say that these rocks are related to greenstone and that a 
large area of such rocks cut across Jackson County in a north east to 
south west directJon and widens dramatically as it extends further south. 
These were thought to be rocks of volcanic origin with Paleozoic 
sediments, "the evidence In favor .... consists of the presence, in many 
places, of amygdaloidal and tuff-like characters. Where such characters 
are absent, it is difficult to distinguish those greenstones which are of 
volcanic origin from those which are fine grained intrusives." 

Toe quartz vein in which the ore was found striked North 30 degrees East 
and had an average width of not more than about two feet. In some places, 
it pinched out entirely, while in others, instead of a definite vein, it 
brecciated for a width of anywhere from one foot to fifteen feet. The vein 

· generally dipped about 25 degrees to the south east, but at times it ran 
nearly flat or pitched to a sharp angle. A series of parallel faults were 
also discovered, most of them ranging from one to three feet and rarely 
more than 20 feet. A zone of enrichment was found here among the faults. 

The filllng of the vein is mostly quartz and sulphides with a small amount 
of calcite. Pyrite was the most abundant sulphide,· but arsenopyrite, 
chalcopyrite and galena were also found in very small quantity. The 
highest grade ore were those which were the richest in sulphides, while 
the quartz with very little in the way of sulphides tended to carry little 
to no gold. 

In 1907, the average concentrate yield was one ton from every 12.2 tons of 
raw ore. These concentrates had an average value of about $26 (or 1.37 
ounces} per ton. The average gold and silver content of more than 3700 
tons of the ore treated that year was worth about $9 a ton, with the 
sliver content being about 22 cents on the ton (or about 4/lOths of an 
ounce). 65% of these values were saved by amalgamation and 25% of them by 
concentration, the remaining 10% of the values being lost in the tailings. 
The concentrates were not treated at the mine, but were Instead to shipped 
away by rail to the Selby Smelting and Refining Co. In Tormey, canfornia 
and to the Tacoma Smelter in Washington. 

In November of 1907, "Mining and Engineering World" magazine reported that 
the Braden was making regular monthly shipments of concentrates and that 
the shipments were averaging $280 per ton. 

Despite the tremendous success of the 1907 season, only a "small 
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production" was reported in the first portion of 1908 and on August 20th 
of that year, "Mining American" magazine reported an unexplained shut down 
at the Braden Mine and stated in part that: 

"The stamps are hung up and the crew discharged. J. W. Opp, manager of the 
mine, does not state the reasons for suspension of business, but intimates 
that It is through no fault of the property itself. The Braden is one of 
the oldest quartz mines of the Gold Hill district and has always been a 
good producer. One year ago, its old mill was torn down and replaced by a 
larger one. Other Improvements were made on the property, and it has been 
operating for several months on a much larger scale." 

However, this was far from the end of the Braden Mine. 

In 1909, the Braden was back in production and the October issue of 
"Mining and Scientific Press" reported that a crew of ten men were working 
in the mine. 

By 1913, ''The Mineral Resources of Oregon" reported that the Braden was 
one of the most Important mines In Jackson County. It was noted that the 
equlpment at the mine at that time consisted of a 10 stamp mlll equipped 
with a crusher, two ten foot amalgamation plates, four Johnson vanners 
and electric engines, one of which was 85 HP and was used to supply power 
to an air compressor. Since 1907, two more adJts and an incline shaft: had 
been added to the mine, bringing the number of drifts to a total of six . 
Uke the others, these new drifts were apparently also ln a straight line 
above the main tunnel. Four levels were interconnected by raises and 
winzes. As before, the lowest dri~ still seemed to be the most 
productive. 

( This report sheds even more detail on the geology of the mine than those 
prior, stating that: 

"The country rocks ... are Paleozoic sediments and inter-bedded andesftes. 
A rock from the dump of adit No. 2 is plainly banded, some bands being 
chiefly green hornebiende with some quartz, chlorlte, zoisite and pyrite, 
and other bands being chiefly calcite, or rarely quartz; it is a 
calcareous horneblende schist. Another sample from the same adit Is an 
ampholite, containing green horneblende, some pale yellow epidote, some 
zoisite, some interstitial plagioclase, some garnet, and a little 
magnetite. But the hanging wall of the vein under the incline shaft: is 
apparently spessartite, containing abundant honeblende grading from brown 
to green, abundant plagioclase, some zoisite, calcite, sericite, magnetite 
and siderlte. The ore Is highly quartzose, containing a little calcite and 
some pyrite, as well as a little arsenopyrite, chalcopyrite and galena." 
Since 1907, another shoot of ore had been opened on another vein by means 
of the incline shaft. This vein striked North 55 East, had an average dip 
of about 25 degrees south east and the quartz had a thickness of two to 
five feet in width. At the 190 foot mark in the incline shaft:, a second 
vein appeared and was thought to swing into the main vein from a direction 
of North 10 degrees East with a dip of 35 degrees east. This vein had been 
followed below the inclfne shaft and the quartz was two feet wide. 
Sometime in 1914, the Braden again shut down, putting its 40 man crew out 
of work., this time due to World War One. In their issue of October 3, 
1914, "Engineering and Mining Journal" reported that the mine had 
re-opened. 

In the Summer of 1916, the mill at the Braden was dismantled and part of f 
the machinery was purchased by A. W. Bartlett and moved to his newly 
aqquired Ashland Mine in August and September of that year. It appears 
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that like many other mines, the Braden was shut down at this point, 
probably due to the fact that the price of gold remained fi xed, yet due to 
World War One, the inflation was not only terrible, but there were few 
workers available. Many mines in Southern Oregon shut down in these years 
as they found it very difficult to operate profitably. 

Sources : 

Diller, J.S. and Kay, G.F., "Mineral Resources of the Grants Pass 
Quadrangle and Bordering Districts, Oregon", pggs. 56-58 
"The Mineral Resources of Oregon" Volume 2, 1916, pggs. 18, 41-42 
Banks, Howard "Rogue River Electric Company" 
Bromley, Horace, "Early History of Power Company is Thrilling" ( 1928) 
Powers, Dennis, "Gold Ray Dam" 
Freeman, Mark, "Stimulus Spurs County on Gold Ray Dam Removal", Medford 
Mail Tribune, March 22, 2009 
"Medford Leads U.S. in Use of Electricity", Medford Sun, June 6, 1915 
Mining American, Volume 58, pg. 159 
Engineering and Mining Journal, Volume 98, No. 14, pg. 632 
Mining and Engineering World, Volume 27, November 2, 1907, pg. 827 
Mining and Scientific Press, Volume 99 (1909), pg. 44 
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Windows Live Hotmail Print Messag~ 

Fw: Braden Mine ... 

From: Dennis Powers (dpowm@mind.net) 

Sent Sun 7 /03/11 9:26 AM 

To: Janet Klase (jjssss2@hotmail.com) 

Hello, Janet, 

Boy, is the man! He is not only very informed, but 
so literate. FYI and narnaste, 
Dennis 

PS: Thanks for the original information. 

Original Message-----
From: <kerby@western-stories.com> 
To: "Dennis Powers" <dpowm@mind.net> 
Sent: Sunday, July 03, 2011 2:16 AM 
Subject: Re: Braden Mine ... 

> Hi Dennis, 
> 

Page 2 of 2 

Page 1 of2 

> Thanks for info and for thinking of me on the samples. I will definitely 
> take a look at them. 
> 
> As for the geology, most of the rock in the Braden was said to be a 
> variant of greenstone, but as minerals develop in fault zones, it is not 
> unusual to see several types of rock in a mine. (That said, a friend and I 
> were up above Creek tonight and I swear that the geology changed 
> every 1/8th of a mile and we even found some very large rounded boulders 
> on the mountaintop which would indicate ancient river channel!) 
> 
> As for the quartz vein, it appears that the Braden property was absolutely 
> full of quartz veins, even to the extent that they were often following 
> after two veins with completely unique characteristics in the same adit. 
> We have a very similarthing in the old Howland mine which a partner and I 
> own in the Galice district in that Old Man Howland began chasing after one 
> vein sandwiched between a contact of greenstone and serpentine. 50 feet 
> in, the vein split and not only continued on horizontally and also rapidly 
> raised (they did not stope it out very much), but a third vein also 
> appeared, struck down for 8 feet and then took off horizontally underneath 
> the first vein. Needless to say, in that tunnel, we actually have two 
> tunnels stacked directly onto one another and separated by only about 5 
> feet of rock. 
> 
> As for the mine about two miles up the road from the Braden, it is 
> important to realize that the Revenue was only a pocket and not really a 
> full scale mine of its own. As such, even long after the Rhotens took the 
> pocket out and Butler and Hoginbotham had opened up their workings 
> further, the total extent of workings on the Revenue Pocket only amounted 
> to about 35 feet. That said, Beeman did later aqquire the Revenue and 
> added it to some other nearby claims which became known collectively as 
> the Alice Group. So that "big mine" is actually the Alice, of which the 
> Revenue was just one small part. 
> 
> All that said, I the and am forward 



The Braden Mine 

On the road and property leading to the Rogue Valley Zipline, you will stop by an 
unmaintained road that leads to a tunnel entrance and an old ore car. What you are seeing 
is part of the Braden Mine, a series of workings that was one of the best producing and 
largest mining claims in Southwest Oregon. There were at least six distinct adits (or 
tunnels) on the Braden, the majority of them running in a vertical line up the ridgeline­
and what you are looking at is probably the highest of these workings at 1800 feet high. 
There were other workings on the Braden, but the majority were surface cuts and incline 
shafts, not really being visible. Some 3000 feet of tunnels were dug over time with the 
longest being 1200 feet and numerous operations abounded, as the Kane Creek Basin was 
said to be 1000-feet wide with the mining emphasis placed at the 1350-foot level. 

Located around 1875 by B.A. Knotts of Gold Hill, the Braden Mine produced $300,000 
in gold over time by 1917-which was an incredible amount, given that gold prices at 
that time averaged $20 per ounce. Today, the price is around $1500 per ounce, meaning 
that in today's dollars nearly $25 million dollars was taken out. The mine is historical, 
not only due to it being such a producer and the first all-electric-run mine in this region­
allowing 24-hour operations from electric lights to machine drills-but also for its 
miners, such as the Rhoten Brothers. 

Selecting its homestead in 1860 on Kane Creek the Rhoten brothers were known not 
only for their "bloodhound ability" to sniff out gold when they wanted, but also how this 
family grew, in stature as well as numbers. This was a family of giants: At a time when 
being more than six-feet tall was rare, the father and his eight offspring were all and well 
over six feet, ranging from brother Enos Rhoten at 6 feet 11 3/4 inches and father John at 
6 feet 7 % inches tall to sisters Cynthia Ann, Mary, Rachel, Eliza, and Emma (all over 6 
feet) and brothers William (6 feet 9 % inches) and John, Jr. (6 feet 5 1h inches). Now this 
was a family! 

The mine is named for Dr. James Braden, who sold it in 1900 to Dr. C.R. Ray, who later 
lived at Tolo, and his brother, Colonel Frank H. Ray, who was an organizer and vice 
president of the American Tobacco Company. The Ray brothers soon decided that 
delivering electricity to the site would make the mine much more profitable. Raising the 
capital by selling bonds on the New York Stock Exchange, they formed the Condor 
Water and Power Company, and built a 17-feet tall, 350-foot long log and rock dam four 
miles from Gold Hill on the Rogue River. By 1904, their unique rope-driven turbines at 
the Gold Ray Dam created the first hydroelectric power in this area, and in short years, 
the Rays were supplying electricity throughout the Rogue Valley, from Grants Pass and 
Medford to Jacksonville and Ashland, including towns in between. Thus, the 
electrification of Jackson and much of Josephine Counties came about from the 
development of the Braden Mine. 

Gold-bearing quartz ore was brought out from the Braden tunnels in ore cars that a 
powerful steam tractor hauled in long lines over Foley Lane to a 10-stamp mill, one of 
the largest for its time, and crushed. Flotation tables at this mill then separated the gold, 



black sand, and other minerals from the finely crushed ore. The concentrate was then 
shipped to California and Washington to be refined and smelted into gold ingots. 
Operating into the 1900' s, the Braden-as other producing gold mines-shut down 
during World War One, reopened, and then shut down permanently. The lack of workers, 
inflation, and fixed price of gold had taken its toll. 

One of the best producing mines in this area never fully reopened and remains shut 
down-but the gold is still there! 



l 
f 

r, ~·· 
f'' 

=I. 

.,• 
I' ,, 

• 
Drainage 
Channels 

.. , 
.... 

otential \ 
rainage \ 
Route ~\;·ll. ;·\ 

z 
\ (n 1r 

• \ :C:.I . 

~ \v!<i' 
~~~-.v. -

. .,., 
)J, 

Hummocky~ 
Area 

\ I Former Mill 
Features 

Retention 

"---,, .. , 

Note: Basemap provided by ODEQ. Locations of site featuresshown are approximate. 

03-0160 Fig1-4.ai 

Site Plan 
Braden Mine PA/SI 

Jackson County,Oregon 
" Likely Potential Source of Discharge Route Figure 

1-4 



Sampling and Quality Assurance Plan-Braden Aline-Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection 

1.2.1.1.2 Site Description 

Huntington National Bank Trust FB (Tax Lot 1927) 
41 S. High Street, HC 1131 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 480-0010 

Helen Mustain (Tax Lot 1928) 
317 N. 7th Street 
Montebello, CA 90640 
(323) 723-2020 

Bureau of Land Management (Tax Lot 1600) 
c/o 3040 Biddle Road 
Medford, Oregon 97504 

Section 1 

The Braden Mine is a former gold and silver production mine located approximately two miles 
south of Gold Hill, Oregon (ODEQ 2002; Figure 1-2). Site elevation is approximately 1,100 feet 
above mean sea level (msl; ODEQ 2002). A portion of the former mine is under private 
ownership and is located near the base of an east-facing ridge. The downslope portion of the 
mine is located on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land. A small drainage channel 
bisecting the site is directed east and northeast, flowing for approximately one-mile offsite before 
discharging to Kane Creek, a tributary to the Rogue River (ODEQ 2002). 

The privately-owned portion of the site is zoned for rural residential development (ODEQ 2002). 
The portion of the site on BlM land is zoned for timber production. The privately-owned 
portions of the site are developed with several residences. Based on information provided by the 
State of Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (ODGAMI) and the 
U.S. Department of the Interior-Bureau of Mines, the privately-held portion of the former 
Braden Mine site encompasses approximately three tax lots and 18.63 acres (Figure 1-3). These 
private portions are owned by Peter and Winifred Ronish, Helen Mustain, and Huntington 
National Bank Trust (ODEQ 2002). Tax lots 1704 (Ostermiller property) and 1908 (Warner 
property) were at one time considered by ODEQ to potentially belong to the Braden Mine site as 
well. When contacted, the owner of parcel 1704 denied that his property is part of the former 
mine (ODEQ 2002). After an initial assessment performed on parcel 1908 by ODEQ, it was 
determined that no further action is warranted at that property (Thoms 2003a). The BLM parcel 
encompasses a total of 160 acres (Jackson County Tax Assessor, 2003). 

1.2.1.1.3 Site Ownership History 

B.A. Knott of Gold Hilt Oregon began operating the Braden Mine in approximately 1885 
(Brooks and Ramp 1968). The mine was sold to C.R. Ray of Medford in 1900. In 1907 the 
mine was leased to the Opp Mining Company. The ore vein was exhausted by 1916, at which 
time the mill was dismantled and the equipment was sold to the owners of another mine 
(ODEQ 2002). Currently, the Braden Mine site is divided among three privately-owned tax 
lots and BLM. 
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Sampling and Quality Assurance Plan-Braden Mine-Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection Section 1 

1.2.2 Site Operations and Source Characteristics 

The Braden Mine has been in operation since approximately 1885 (Brooks and Ramp 1968). 
Since that time, site operations have included a horse-powered arrastra to crush the ore, and later, 
an electric "10-stamp" mill equipped with mercury-coated almalgamating plates, and four 
Johnson vanners (an ore concentrating machine; ODEQ 2002). After the ore was crushed to a 
fine powder in the stamp mill, the slurry was passed over the amalgamating plates, and then 
concentrated using the Johnson vanners. The high-grade concentrate yielded by the vanners was 
sent off-site for further purification (ODEQ 2002). ODEQ states that although there is no 
documentation of cyanide being used in milling processes, one of the current landowners reports 
that cyanide had indeed been u·sed onsite (ODEQ 2002). The former mill was located on what is 
now the Ronish property (ODEQ 2002). In total, the mine site once included over 3,000 feet of 
workings, including six adits and an inclined shaft with several drifts (ODEQ 2002). 

According to property owners and representatives, the most recent mining attempts at the site 
occurred on the BLM property in the 1970s or 1980s (Ronish 2003a; Mustain 2003). These 
activities continued for approximately 4 to 5 years, and included a small ball mill and mercury­
separating table (Ronish 2003a). These efforts also resulted in the construction of suspected 
cyanide vats and a shallow groundwater well (Thoms 2003b ). 

Contaminants of concern at the site associated with these operations include target analyte list 
(T AL) metals and cyanide. 

1.2.3 Site Characterization 

This section summarizes previous site investigations (Section 1.2.3.1), discusses 
migration/exposure pathways and targets (Section 1.2.3.2), and describes areas of potential 
contamination (Section 1.2.3.3). 

1.2.3.1 Previous Site Investigations 

ODEQ conducted a site reconnaissance inspection on November 6, 2001. The Ronish property 
was the only parcel inspected (ODEQ 2002). No adits, shafts, or waste rock piles were observed 
on the property, but according to the landowner, mill tailings are present, including use as fill 
material in the back yard of the current residence (ODEQ 2002). The former mill was located 
approximately 200 feet southwest of the residence. According to ODEQ, the extent of mill 
tailings at the site could not be determined since no recognizable piles were present. Further 
inspection was limited due to the location of the area in a residential landscaped yard with 
mature trees, shrubs, and a lawn (ODEQ 2002). A small drainage feature that bisects the site 
was not flowing at the time of the site visit, and no visual evidence of acid mine drainage (AMD) 
was observed (ODEQ 2002). 

1.2.3.2 Weston Site Visit 

Weston and ODEQ personnel q;mducted a site visit on May 22, 2003. The Ronish property and 
portions of the BLlvl, Mustain, and Huntington National Bank properties were inspected. 
Figure 1-4 presents a diagram of site features observed during the site visit. 
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02 30269 
After recording return to: 

Jackson County Title 
Division of Lawyers Title Insurance Corporation 
1555 E. McAndrews Road, Suite 100 
Medford OR 97504 

Until a change is requested, all tax statements 
shall bffirsntee at the foRowlng address: 

2Z or f?4.. 

STATUTORY WARRANTY DEED 
David M. Stevens and Janice L. Stevens, as tenants in common 

, Grantor, conveys and warrants to 
Jason R. Meilicke 

106702rgt 

, Grantee, the following described real property free of encumbrances except as specifically set forth herein: 
See Exhibit 11 A11 attached hereto and made a part hereof 

This property is free of encumbrances, EXCEPT: 
See Exhibit "A" attached hereto and made a part hereof 

The true consideration for this conveyance is $ 166,000.00. 

THIS INSTRUMENT WILL NOT ALLOW USE OF THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THIS INSTRUMENT IN VIOLATION OF 
APPLICABLE LAND use LAWS ANO REGULATIONS. BEFORE SIGNING OR ACCEPTING THIS INSTRUMENT, THE 
PERSON ACQUIRING FEE TITLE TO THE PROPERTY SHOULD CHECK WITH THE APPROPRIATE CITY OR COUNTY 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT TO VERIFY APPROVED USES AND TO DETERMINE ANY UMITS ON LAWSUITS AGAINST 
FARMING OR FOREST PRACTICES AS DEFINED IN ORS 30.930. 

Dated this 3/ day of ~~ , 200~ 

~ 
STATE OF OREGON, COUNTY OF \ J;;/AJ)'1_., 

· strument was acknowledged before me this J dey 
tevena and Janice L. Stevens ~~~ 

15 
to 
l \ 
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JC] 0'6 ~~- 9 J4.(j O J1Jl&l~-~ VJ, 106102rgt 

EXHIBIT A 

The Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter and the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 34, Township 36 South, Ra nge 3 West of the Willamette Meridian in 
Jackson County, Oregon, ALSO, Beginning at the South quarter corner of Section 34, 
Township 36 South, Range 3 We st of the Willamette Meridian, Jackson County, Oregon; thence 
Bast 1044 feet; thence North 787.8 feet to a point in a dirt road marking the true p oint 
of beginning of the herein described tract of land; thence North 532.2 feet to a point on 
the north line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 34; thence 
East 276 feet, more or lees, to the Northeast corner of said quarter- quarter; thence South 
along the east line of said quarter - quarter 415 feet to a point in the center of said dirt 
road; thence South 67° West 299.8 feet to the true point of beginning. 

(Code 6 - 03, Account #1-016956-3, Map #363W34, Tax Lot #400) 

TOGETHER WITH AND SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT for ingress and egress as set f o rth in Instrument 
No. 88- 25352 of the Official Records of Jackson County, Oregon. 

subject to: 

l. The assessment and tax rolls disclose that the subject property has been specially 
assessed as Forest Land. If the property has become or becomes disqualified for the 
special assessment under the statute, an additional tax may be levied for the last five 
(5) or lesser number of years in which the land was subject to the special land use 
assessment. 

2. Right of way and road use agreement, subject to the terms and provisions thereof , 
granted to the United States in instrument recorded October 9, 1962 in Volume 534 page 351 
Deed Records. 

3. Basement for road purposes, subject to the terms and provisions thereof, rec orded 
August 20, 1973 as No. 73 - 12842 Official Records. 

4 . Terms and provisions of a Road Agreement, set out in instrument recorded November 
25, 1975 as NO. 75-16267 of the Official Records of Jackson County , Oregon . 

5. Reservation of an easement for road purposes upon and over a strip of land 40 feet 
in width as set forth in instrument recorded March 9, 1981 as No , 81-04362 of the Official 
Records of Jackson County , Oregon. 

6. Basement to construct, place, maintain, inspect, reconstruct, repair, and replace 
buried telephone cables granted to Pacific Northwest Bell Telephone Co mpany, a Washington 
Corporation, recorded June 7, 1988 as No . 88-10924 of the Official Records of Jackson 
County, Oregon. 

7 . Restrictive Covenant, subject to the terms and provisions thereof, made pursuant to 
the provisions ot the Jackson County Land Development Ordinance , recorded June 17 , 1988 as 
No. 98-11805, of the Official Records of Jackson County. 

8. Right(a) of way for the transmission and distribution of electricity, and for other 
purposes, granted to PacifiCorp, an Oregon corporation, or its predecessor in interest , by 
instrument(a) recorded July 14, 1988 as No. 88-13875 of the Official Records of Jackson 
County, Oregon. 

.:<: - - -~· _;: 
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(Continued) 

9. An easement for ingress and egress as reserved in instrument recorded November 
25, 1988 as No. 88-25352 of the Official Records of Jackson County, Oregon. 

10. Restrictive Covenant, subject to the terms and provisions thereof, made 
pursuant to the provisions of the Jackson County Land Development Ordinance, recorded 
November 6, 1990 as No. 90-28043, of the Official Records of Jackson County. 

11. Perpetual easement for te1ecommunication facilities and rights in connection 
therewith, subject to the terms and provisions thereof, granted to US West 
Communicatione, Inc,, a Colorado corporation, by instrument recorded March 3, 1997 as 
No. 97-06729 of the Officia1 Records of Jackson County, Oregon. 

Jackson Cc:umlY, 01ogon 
--- Recorded 
OPPICIAl RECORDS 
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the discovery of yet another big pocket. When the gold was all spent, Enic went for more 
and he usually found it. He always took a different route to a pocket, not covering up his 
trail. He worked so quietly that a workman claims Enic removed an $800 pocket a few 
rods from the McDonald ranch crew without his operations being known. 

On May 1, 1873, Enic enlisted in company C, First Brigade of the Oregon 
Mounted Volunteers under Captain Joseph Heyzer. Enic fought in the Modoc War and 
when he surrendered to death last week a bullet received in an early battle was still lodged 
in his chest. His service time was short as the company disbanded June 18th of the same 
year. Memories too, stayed with him until the end. Several times during the last week as 
he lay in his barren shack the old miner was heard to shout "The Indians are coming!" 

Tuesday afternoon with a simple ceremony they returned Enic to the earth with 
burial in the Gold Hill Rock Point Cemetery. And now as night darkens the little shack 
across the canyon from Al's, Enic' s old coal oil lamp is still lit by Nancy Ellen Rhoten his 
wife of over 32 years." 
+++++I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I l++++++I I I I I++++++++ 

A few Kane Creek mining claims of the past: 

KANE CREEK GOLD MINES 
Hazel - Queen of the Hills? Yes and no - info is conflicting. Might be further west. 
Revenue [ mine & pocket] Known as the largest Kane Creek pocket/mine find 
Centennial Placer 
Alice Group [ several, including the Revenue] 
Roaring Gimlet 
Davis Ledge 
Gold Ridge Mine 
Greenleaf Ranch Placer 
Red Oak Mine [NE of Bill Nye Mine on Galls Creek] This mine, shown to be east of 
GALLS Crk. has the same JACO property description as your address returns to: SW 114 
of the NE V4 & the NW V4 of the SE V4 of Section 34, Township 36 South, Range 3 West 
of the Willamette Meridian in Jackson County, Oregon. 
Braden Group - large mine with a 10-stamp mill & electricity on west side of KC Rd. 

KANE CREEK LIMESTONE MINES: 
Lively Lime 
Beeman Limestone [part of the Alice Group] 2 mi. up KC. Rd, then tum east .5 mi. 
Hughes Lime 

KANE CREEK CLAY BEDS: 
Stickel Bros. [by mouth of creek] 

Kane Creek was first designated [in the 1800's homestead era] T'Vault Creek, then Jones 
Creek, prior to the Kane Creek renaming. 

rre(j 
,,, Y\-C2d 
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KLA/v\ATH MOUNTAINS: GOLD HILL - APPLEGATE -WALDO AREA 255 

Development: About 1200 feet in three levels, including raises, shafts, and stoped areas. 

Geology: 

Production: 

Reference: 

Grubstake mine 

LocaHon: 

Country rocks are highly sheared metamorphics of the Applegate Group, at least a 
portion being altered sediments. Ore shoots trend northwest and rake southeast. 
The upper level exposes a 6- to 10-inch brecciated quartz-fl I led vein. 

Original locator, Zeb Hyde (date?), who sold to Harry Wilken, 1922. In 1940 
Earle Young cyanided the dump. Total production amounted to about $30,000. 

Department Bulletin 14-C (Jackson), 1943:162-163. 

Gold Hi I I-Applegate-Waldo Area, 44 

Jackson County, S!SW!sec. 9, T. 41 S., R. 2W. atabout4400feetelevation 
on the west bank of Si Iver Creek. 

Development: Three hundred feet of tunnels, including 200 feet of drift on vein in 1916. 

Geology: 

Production: 

References: 

Country rocks are pre-Triassic schist with Foliations striking about N. 70° E. and 
dipping 30° to 40° NW. A northwest-striking diorite dike penetrates the schist a 
short distance north of the mine. Ore minerals are mainly pyrite and gold in vein 
quartz and quartz mica schist with some talc and abundant chlorite. Assay values 
of about 1 oz./ton gold and 3 oz./ton silver are fairly common. Molybdenite has 
also been reported at the mine. 

Mine was operating in 1916, equipped with an arrastra, 32-foot overshot water 
wheel, and smal I cyanide plant. Other information lacking. 

Parks and Swart! ey, 1916: 115; Wei Is (1956) geologic map; Department assay 
records. 

Hazel-Queen of the Hills Group Gold Hill-Applegate-Waldo Area, 19 

Location: Jackson County, SW! sec. 27 and NWii: sec. 34, T. 36 S., R. 4 W., between 
1200 and 1850 feet elevation. 

Development: Numerous tunnels, cuts, and pits, mostly caved. 

Geology: Country rocks are altered sediments including argillite and limestone of the Apple­
gate Group which strike about N. 15° E. and dip 50° E. to vertical. Mineraliza­
tion is associated with an,andesite dike with quartz selvages. 

Production: First mined in 1916. Production has been about $3000. 

References: Department Bulletin 14':"C (Jackson), 1943:76; Department mine file report, 1958. 

Hematite mine 

Location:· 

Gold Hill-Applegate-Waldo Area, 45 

Jackson County, NW!sec. 6, T. 41 S., R. 2W., and SW corner sec. 31, T. 
40 S., R. 2 W., at 3400 to 3600 feet elevation. 
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248 GOLD AND SILVER IN OREGON 

Development: About 600 feet total in four adits and shafts. 

Geology: 

Production: 

References: 

Quartz fissure vein or si licified shear 1 to 4 feet thick strikes N. 85° E. and dips 
60° NW. in greenstone and is cut off by sheared serpentine contact to west. Rich 
shoot of gold was found in gossan zone adjacent to vein on north. 

Discovered 1914. Boswell produced about 4,200 ounces from 14-to-20-inch thick, 
40-foot-long, 25-foot-deep zone. Total production possibly greater than $100,000. 

Deportment Bulletin 14-C (Josephine), 1942: 182; Department mine file report, 
1961. 

Bowden claim Gold Hill-Applegate-Waldo Area, 14 

Jackson County, SW!sec. 19, T. 36S., R. 2W., about 1480 feet elevation. Location: 

Development: About 700 feet odit and drifts and 198-foot shaft. 

Geology: 

Production: 

References: 

Broden mine 

Quartz vein in diorite as much as 3 feet thi<::k where stoped strikes N. 75° E., 
dips 85° N. Yielded free gold at 100-foot depth. 

No information. 

Parks and Swartley, 1916:40; Department Bulletin 14-C (Jackson), 1943:52; 
Winchell, 1914:168-169. 

Gold Hi ll-Applegate-Waldo Area, 12 

Location: Jackson County, SW;tsec. 27, SE!sec. 28, T. 36 S., R. 3W., 1550feet 
elevation. 

Development: Six adits and an inclined shaft with several drifts total about 2500 feet. 

Geology: Country rocks are interbedded metavolcanics and sediments of the Applegate Group, 
There are several quartz veins. Important ones strike northeast and dip 25° SE.; 
contain little calcite, some pyrite, arsenopyrite, chalcopyrite, and galena. As­
says of o third to a half ounce gold reported. 

Production: 

References: 

Mine discovered about 1885. Total production not reported. Production for one 
year, 1907, using a 10-starnp mill, was $30,000. Little work has been done 
since 1916. 

Diller and Kay, 1909:56-58; Winchell, 1914:171-173, picture p. 179; Parksond 
Swartley, 1916:41; Deportment Bulletin 14-C (Jackson), 1943:53-54 . 

Briggs Pocket mine Gold Hill-Applegate-Waldo Area, 52 

Location: Josephine County, sec. 14, T. 41 S., R. 6W., 4800(?) feet elevation. 

Development: Shallow cuts only. 

Geology: Metasediments and volcanics of Applegate Group intruded by serpentine, and 



June 12, 2011 

Dear Gold Hill Supporter, 
I want to thank you on behalf of the Gold Hill Historical Society for your 

assistance towards Gold Dust Day. The event was a resounding success in 
bringing residents and visitors together to celebrate our town's rich heritage. 
Participation was outstanding and it resulted in a successful :fund.raiser for the Gold 
Hill Museum. Rather than attempt to select a VIP for each unique deed, we 
gratefully acknowledge your personal participation and applaud your sense of 
community involvement along with the entire TEAM of volunteers, donors, and 
supporters. Each of you should be proud of being a factor. Thank you again! 

Sherry Verstrate, President 
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KLAMATH MOUNTAINS: GOLD HILL - APPLEGATE - WALDO AREA 239 

Figure 52. Photograph taken in 1904 of Briggs 
Pocket showing David Briggs, father of discov­
erer, holding a chunk of nearly pure gold. 
(Photograph courtesy of Grants Pass Courier.) 

footwal I, which contains calcite and quartz 
mixed with a little pyrite, in spots containing 
free gold. A mass of granite, about 5 feet wide 
by 200 feet long, crops out in the footwall side 
of the fissure. The country rock is pyroxenite. 
It is said that this pocket produced at least 
$700,000. 

"Revenue Pocket: Another large 'pocket' 
was named the Revenue (map no. 25). It was 
found and mined out (date unknown) by the 
Rhoton brothers 5 miles south of Gold Hill on 
Kane Creek in sec. 11, T. 37 S. , R. 3 W., 
Jackson County, at an elevation of about 2570 
feet. Reportedly it produced $100,000 (Parks 
and Swartley, 1916, p. 193) and was one of the 
larger pockets discovered by Rhoton brothers, 
who evidently were well-known pocket hunters. 

"Steamboat Pocket: This important enrich­
ment in a network of quartz veins in andesite 
was found in the Steamboat mine (map no. 48) 
about 1860. The location is on Brush Creek, a 
tributary of Carberry Creek, 2 miles west of 
Steamboat and 42 miles by road west of Medford. 
It is in sec. 20, T. 405., R. 4W., Jackson 
County. The property has had several names 
and once was known as the Fowler mine, derived 
from the name of one of the owners of the Fowler 
and Keeler Trading Post on the Applegate River, 
17 miles distant, and under this name was a liti­
gant in long and costly law suits over title. The 
yield from the pocket (Parks and Swartley, 1916, 
p. 212) is reported to have been $350,000. 

"Johnson and Bowden Pockets: Two pockets (map no. 39) in the Jacksonville locality 
are described under the name of Town Mine by Parks and Swartley (1916, p. 136). Date of 
discovery and extraction is not recorded. The deposits were discovered at points about 600 feet 
apart, approximately 2 miles west of the reservoir on Jackson Creek in sec. 25, T. 37 S., R. 
3 W., Jackson County. The Johnson deposit yielded $30,000 and the Bowden $60,000. 

"Roaring Gimlet Pocket: Diller (1914, p. 46) described a rich deposit known as the Roar­
ing Gimlet pocket, discovered in 1893. It was found at the mouth of China Gulch, Jackson 
County, about 2! miles south of the Gold Hill pocket. The high-grade ore was apparently lib­
erated from oxidized sulfides, leaving very little quartz, and formed an enriched gouge seam 
from a quarter of an inch to 6 inches thick between a porphyry footwall and a slate hanging 
wall. At a depth of 40 Feet the vein continued down between dioritic walls and contained 
some small kidneys of calcite and quartz with pyrite - a gangue looking very much like that 
of the Gold Hill pocket. Several small pockets were extracted just east of the large Gimlet 
pocket. The combined yield is said to have been $40,000." 

Another dazzling, but short-lived, discovery was the Briggs pocket (map no. 52) found in 1904 at 
the head of Thompson Creek in Josephine County by Ray Briggs. According to the Grants Pass Courier for 
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Location: Jackson County, SE:!NE:! and NE!SE:! sec. l, T. 35 S., R. 3 W., about 2450 
feet elevation. 

Development: Two crosscut tunnels, length not reported. 

Geology: Country rocks in section l mapped by Diller, 1924, as quartz diori te and green­
stone. Samples taken by J. E. Morrison in 1937 on 2- to 5-foot quartz veins in­
dicate values from trace to $20. 

Production: 

References: 

Discovered about 1900. Eighty acres patented. Reed produced about $1000 be­
tween 1922 and 1937 with 3!-foot Huntington mi 11. Total production not reported. 

Department mine file report, 1937; Department Bulletin 14-C (Jackson), 1943:104. 

Revenue Pocket mine Gold Hill-Applegate-Waldo Area, 25 

Location: Jackson County, SE! sec. 11, T. 37 S., R. 3 W., at about 2750 feet elevation. 

Development: Relatively small. 

Geology: A 2-foot quartz vein about 100 feet east of limestone outcrop in argillite of Apple­
gate Group. Reported 2-inch vein of solid gold with some mixed quartz (hearsay). 

Production: One of the more famous, almost legendary, extremely rich, surface "pockets" 
mined by the Rhoton brothers in the early 1900's; it is credited with $100,000 
production. 

References: Parks and Swartley, 1916:193; Department Bulletin 14-C (Jackson), 1943:104-5. 

Sn ow Bird (American Beauty) mine Gold Hill-Applegate-Waldo Area, 32 

Location: Josephine County, NEi sec. 20, T. 38 S., R. SW., about 3200 feet elevation. 

Development: About 550 feet in three adits plus surface cuts. 

Geology: 

Production: 

References: 

Gold occurs in a N. 35° W .-striking, steep northeast-dipping composite quartz 
fissure vein from 3! to 12 feet thick in a zone of diori te-impregnated Applegate 
metasediments. Ore minerals are mainly pyrite with minor chalcopyrite, galena, 
and gold. Calcite is an associated gangue mineral. 

Original location in early 1900's. Some ore was reportedly milled at the Bone of 
Contention mill across the valley. No record of the small production is reported. 
Values ore spotty. Recent development work includes extending the lower drift 
and testing ore with a small ball mill. 

Department mine file reports, 1946 and 1959. 
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NITE MINE 
in 1890 the main shaft 
ts show produced! $1000 
t 900' deep before the 
d toward the river. The 
ill strong when the 
ded. Located off Hy.234, 
photo was found. Nearly 

was taken out by 1900 
be over 20 million today. 

Y BART MINE 
in 1890 on Sard.ine creek, 
noretti and Joe Cox. J.H. 
me owner in 1892 and oper-
912. Now owned oy Mlly 
ought from Beeman's son 
still owns. Many shafts 

allowed faulted vei..~s with 
rt. Nu.ch machinery a.>1.d 
ere stolen over the years. 

ADEN NINE 
in 1885 2 mi. S of Gold 
es creek & producea over 
by 1917 • Discovered by 
then sold to Dr. Ja.:ies 

den later sold to C.R. 
• Had first all electric 
a. Records vary on value 
.oved. 

THE GOLD HILL POCKEI' .MINE 
Discovered in 1857 by hired hand of Thomas Chavener proun, 
"Cavenaugh" thought to be one James Hayes. Accounts on f . 
at S.O.H.s. however credit the find to Einigrant Graham ru 
partners, hence the name "Einigrant Lead". The mine is 101 

on Gold Hill mountain in s/w l- of n/ e. l- of Sect. 14, T36 
R3W in Jackson County at 2000' elev. Ma.n.v conflicting st 
and much speculation has clouded the mine's history. 
The pocket was 15 1 deep, 5' wide ::uid 200 1 long. The outc. 
was so full of gold it could not be crushed with a hammer 
$700,000.00 was reported taken out by 1860. The only know 
photo of the original boom town has been questioned as to 

~-------;-i~~Qi;:\t icity. (see July page) As the vein petered out, n 
els & shafts were sunk, honeycombing the mountain 

of the lead. In 1895 Reinhart & Oliver drifted a 
& cross cuts to no avail. In 1949 Stearns & Owens 

from Frank Ray. Excavation for 3 years uncovere 
of copper and molybdenwn but no quantities of gold. In 19 
Gribble was paid $400.00 to drill to 122' but found no go 
Stearns then sold the mine to Elton Cunningham of Grants 

,,,.,...._..57'~~-~The mol:.v: denum & copper was ,not exploited. 

Many thanks to all the members and officers 
~f the Gold Hill Historical Society that 
brought in pictures and information and that 
assisted in putting together our 1994 Calen­
dar of early day gold mining. Acknowledge­
ments are given wherever possible for photos 
and news items used. The Gold Hill Historical 
Society assumes no liability either expressed 
or iI:lplied as to accuracy of names, facts, 
places or dates. We apologise if we have 
missed or overlooked some important events, 

aces or dates. "The calendar coI:llllittee" 

Unidentified pros 
of miners of the 
for traces of the 
Pocket vein. 

(c) 1993 GOLD HILL HISTORICAL SOCIErY P.O. Box 26, Gold Hill, OR 97525 
now located at 504 1st Ave Gold Hill, OR 97525 
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July 28, 1904, the pocket produced $32,000 worth of gold in a two-week period from a narrow cut 10 
feet long and 7 feet deep (figure 52). Large slabs of porous gold about l inch thick and 2 or 3 feet qcross 
were reportedly mined. The pocket is credited with 'an additional production of about $18,000 before it 
was cleaned out. 

Other important producing lode mines in the Gold Hill-Applegate-Waldo area are the Sylvanite 
mine with $700,000; Oregon Bel.le, about $250,000; Lucky Bart and Opp mines with about $100,000 
each; Boswell, $79,000; Rainbow, $46,000; and the Braden and Great I Am, $30,000 each. Other 
mines in the group that have had significant production but no reported records are the Humdinger and 
Jewett. 

Placer Mines 

The area has had a number of important hydraulic and dredge operations as well as extensive areas 
that were worked by various hand methods (see figure 35, in pocket). Some of the more important areas 
where placer mining was done and the types of equipment used are described below. 

Rogue River and tributaries 

The Rogue River and its tributaries, Kane Creek and lower Foots Creek, were the sites for some of 
the earliest gold dredging in the area. In later years dredges worked gravels in upper Foots Creek, Pleas.:. 
ant Creek, and Sardine Creek. 

:fhe first dredge was set up on the Rogue near Tola, upstream from Gold Hill, in 1898. According 
to Winchell (1914), this was a short-lived operation. In 1903 the Champlin Electric Gold Dredging Co. 
purchased property on lower Foots Creek and constructed a steam-powered bucket-line dredge. Electric 
power from the Ray plant near Gold Hill was installed in 1905, thereby reducing the operating cost by. 
one half (Diller, 1914, p. 107). The capacity of this dredge, which was equipped with 36 eight-foot 
buckets, was 2000 yards per day. 

!) In 1908 the Electric Gold Dredging Co. worked a tributary of Kane Creek in the SW! sec. 36, T. 
I 36 S., R. 3 W. (Diller, 1914, p. 106). The operation made use of an electric power shovel which fed 

a washing plant at the rate of 500 cubic yards in 10 hours. Power for this dredge also came from the Ray 
dam on the Rogue River. 

The area above the forks of Foots Creek, for a distance of about 2 miles on each fork, was dredged 
over a period of 7 years by the Rogue River Gold Mining Co. before its 1000-ton boat was moved to Grave 
Creek near Leland in September 1935 (see description of dredge in GreenbackL Tri-County area). Dredg­
ing on Foots Creek apparently had several periods of inactivity and new starts. In late summer and fall, 
low water often necessitated the shutting down of operations until after rainfall again replenished thesupply. 

In January 1941, after dredge construction, the Murphy-Murray Dredging Co. (see photograph, 
fig. 12-a, p.37) started digging on Middle Fork Foots Creek above the area dredged by Rogue River Gold 
Mining Co. and covered an area about 1! miles up stream. In March 1941 the dredge was dismantled and 
moved to Ditch Creek, where digging began June 1941 and was discontinued in the same year and moved 
to eastern Oregon (Department Bulletin 14-C [Jackson], 1943, p. 97). 

The Pleasant Creek Mining Corp. dredge, a steel-hulled, 3-cubic-foot connected bucket-line, 
diesel-powered, flume type, operated in secs. 22 and 27, T. 34 S., R. 4W. during the period from 1939 
to 1942. Testing reportedly showed a little better than 17 cents per yard values. This dredge was never 
reactivated after being shut down in 1942, and can still be seen on Pleasant Creek (1967). 

A 1 !-yard shovel and washer plant ( "doodlebug"-type dredge) began operation on lower Sardine 
Creek in April 1939 and completed about a 1-3/4-mile stretch in September 1940. The operation was 
known as Gold Hill placers. The dredged area has been leveled and resoiled. 

A number of other creeks which drain into the Rogue River should be mentioned for their placer-gold 
operations. From east to west they are Sams, Gal Is, Birdseye, Ward, Savage, Greens, and Bloody Run 
Creeks. Of these, Galls Creek, south of Gold Hi II, was perhaps the most productive. The Blockert mine 
on Galls Creek was, until a few years before being reported on by Diller (1914, p. 106), the most import­
ant placer mine in the Gold Hill district. A few other placers were also worked on Galls Creekat that time. 
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since discovery in 1890. Diller (1914, p. 38) reported on the group as follows: 

"Ore has been mined from five veins which run in a general direction a little south of 
west. These veins are on the average less than 2 feet wide. The country rock is metamorphosed 
sediment, mainly mica slates and micaceous quartzites. The general strike of these rocks in this 
vicinity is somewhat east of north; the dip is to the southeast and is in general at fairly high 
angles. The total amount of ore that has been milled exceeds 14,000 tons, which yielded from 
$4.80 to $100 a ton of free-milling ore. The ore from the Lucky Bart claim carried an average 
of 3 per cent of sulfides, which ran from 4 to 8 ounces of gold to the ton and a like amount of 
silver. Nine tons of ore from the deepest workings of this claim were shipped to the Tacoma 
smelter and gave returns of $130 to the ton. Practically all the ores from the group have been 
treated at a mi II on Sardine Creek; the sulfides were shipped to the smelters at Tacoma, Wash., 
and Selby, Cal," 

Extent of the workings on the Lucky Bart group is not described. Total product_ion may have beeh 
as much as $200,000, but it has not been accurately reported. 

Qe..e. mine: The Opp mine (map no. 38) is situated about 2 miles west of Jacksonville. It contains 
workings that total about 7000 feet. It was discovered in the late 1800's and its major period of develop­
ment was in the early 1900's. A total of l8 adits exposes three main veins which strike northwest to west 
and dip south. The ore shoots are reported to be where the veins ore thickest. Thickness of the veins 
varies from a few inches to 12 feet. The country rock is siliceous argillite containing some chlorite and 
pyrite. The rocks belong to the Applegate Group. Their maior trend is northerly, with steep dip east. 
Gangue minerals in the vein are quartz and calcite. Ore minerals are pyrite and gold. The ore was 
treated in a 20-stamp mi 11. Amalgamation, gravity concentration, and cyanidation were used. Total 
production is reported to be a little more than $100,000. · 

Braden mine: The Braden mine (map no. 12), situated 2 miles south of Gold Hill, was discovered 
about 1885. The first ore mined was ground in an orrastra. Total production of the mine is not known, 
but during tbe early l900's it was equipped with a 10-stamp mill and for the year 1907 reported $30,000 
production. In 1916 the mill was sold to owners of the Ashland mine. The workings total more than 
3000 feet, but have reached less than 250 feet of depth. Winchell (1914) and Parks and Swartley (1916) 
report several quartz veins opened by six adits and an inclined shaft . The important veins strike about N. 
30° E., dip 25° SE., and have an average width of about 18 inches. The country rocks are mapped as 
metavolcanics of the Applegate Group. The mine report describes the rocks as interbedded sediments 
and andesites altered to a calcareous hornblende schist. The ore is described as mainly quartz with a little 
calcite, some pyrite, and minor amounts of arsenopyrite, chalcopyrite, and galena. About 65 percent of 
the gold and silver was recovered on amalgam plates and 25 percent as concentrates. Ore mined aver­
aged about $8 to $1 0 per ton. 

Oregon Belle mine: The Oregon Belle mine (map no. 36) is near the head of Forest Creek, a mile 
south of Mount Isabelle at about 3000 feet elevation. Development work, started in 1890, totals about 
1750 feet of underground workings plus stopes. Most of the workings are caved and inaccessible. Total 
production is believed to have been in excess of $250,000. Two parallel veins mined are the Oregon 
Belle and the Roberts. The Oregon Belle vein strikes N . 70° to 75° E. and dips 50° to 6CP N. It was 
extensively stoped and portions still exposed ore from 2 to 4 feet thick, with an average value of $10 to 
$15. This vein characteristically pinches, swells, and changes direction of dip. The Roberts vein is about 
100 feet south of the Oregon Belle. It has obou t the same thickness and it strikes N. 80° E. and dips60° N. 

- Wall rocks are mostly volcanics of the Applegate Group with some interbedded argillite. The for­
mation strikes in a north-northeast direction and dips at high engles. Transverse (northwest-striking) faults 
ore common in the area and have offset and complicated the vein structure. A map of the accessiblework­
ings is available in Department mine files. 

Jewett mine: The Jewett mine (map no. 27) is at about 2000 feet elevation on the south side of 
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forced the cam to rotate at the top, which would raise the tappet higher. Once the ta~t 
reached its peak, he would push the latch finger into place underneath tappet. This £ 

stopped the stamp from dropping without shutting the engine down and he wou ld then 
repeat this process with the remaining stamps. (Not.e that the tappets are in the down 
position). As you might imagine, millmen could often be easi ly identified among mining 
crews just by counting their fingers, because if he wasn't careful it was very easy to get 
his fingers or an entire hand pinched off while locking the tappets into place! 

Stamps that crushed the ore to release the gold. 

Unlike other stamp mills, this one did not rely on amalgamation plates· and mercury was 
apparently not used at the Lucky Bart. (This is supported by DEQ reports on the site of 
the Lucky Bart, which have yet to turn up any mercury in the soils). Once the ore was 
crushed to powder, it was washed down the metal slickplate and then onto what appears 
to have been an early shaker table which was powered by a belt and pulley. A set of 
belts and wheels (which are really pulleys) make the stamps rise. Gravity makes them 
fall, crushing the ore. 

Though this stamp mill was probably originally powered by a waterwheel, later on, this 
John Deere tractor engine provided the power. This engine was manufactured in 1936, 
so long after Josiah Beeman gave up his interest in the Lucky Bart in 1916, this stamp 
mill was still hard at work. When you consider that this is a tractor engine and that the 
top of its smokestack is about 5 feet high, it gives you a little bit of an idea of the size of 
this stamp mill. 

All in all, a visit to the Gold Hill Historical Society is well worth the trip and a fine way to 
spend part of your day. 

Kerby Jackson 

Josephine County, Oregon 

Tags: Gold Hill, gold hill historical society, gold hill mining district, gold mining equipment, josiah beeman 
house, lucky bart mine, mining museums, monitor, rocker box, Sardine Creek, stamp mill · 
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Some of the very earliest p rospecting. in southern Oregon 1\Tas done along 

the river near Gold Hill. nut not until 1 8 59 and i 60 at the time of the 

famous ?,old discovery, did the name of Gold Hill cor.1e into prominence. 

In Sept. k859 Dan · Fisher, a local resident \,'ent hunting . He wandered 

about until evening, when he c;;v,1e to a laric hill a nd saw a quartz ledge c 

cropping out along the surf ace of the r,round. Somewhat impressed, Fisher 

carved his name on a ne~rby tree for inclentific~tion purposes, intending 

to return later and investi gate. 

The followin7, January c'Ih0,m2.s Chavener 1:ire a young Iowan to work on 

h is ranch. One day t h :is younrr, man ( Hayes ) was sent to look for st ray 

horses. h11ile resting on the r1ill-top, above :ment ioned, he notice s some 

beautiful ~o ld ql1.artz lying on t 11.e · r:; rounc'l . d ith his pchckets full of the 

ore, Hayes r e turned and showed the material to Chavene r, vJllo offered to pay 

hin ·well if he kep t the secret. Hot1eve r, Hayes ,·1ent to Jacl:sonville and 

failed to hold hi s tongue; t he result was a gold rus h t erninating in the 

discovery of t he 1 a r r,es t quartz le ad on the coast found up to th a t t i :oe . 

\ 

Ch anner ma.de $80,000 out of the discovery, paying lID .. yes ~.;5 , 000 for the 

inf orr1a.tion . It is interest in::; to note t hat Gencr2 .. l s Larae rick and Lane se-( · 

u i-)on that very l ed Ge \vhile treating with cll.ief Sar,1 in 18.53 . Lm·:1erick, 

prev::.ously noted as hot-headed, · '\.'l <1.s a :nan ,vhoe Ha .. s .":i ve to veher,ient language, 

whe n he learn ed of the discovery made at that spot he r ouncily cursed a f aie 

thahJ\·.rould pass hifil by unnoticed a t s uch a short di s tance . 

As early 8.~ ,185~ . sor,·1e ?,00 r;1iners ·were at ·wo r k near Gold Hill on Big Dar 

During the s um:1er : of 18 .60 .a don v:as l,uit~ across the river, but little gold 

was found in the grav e l of the s trea,,1 becl . In 1 8 75 the BiG Bar and Rogue 

River Minin7, coii1pan y, attempted to tnrn the river and work the I3i g Bar; but 

again success elede4 the miners. 

The quartz discovery of 1859 led to the extraction of some $400,000 

·:· from a sing le pocket of this famous vein; then the trace was lost. 

The t own of Gold Hill e rew · up on the scene of t h ese mining a ctiviti~s 

::. h aving in 192- a .pop ul a tion of 4 22 . 
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On Rogue river some placer mining has been dons at various 
po:ints in the Gold Hill district, but for the most part the river ' 
valley is too narrow to permit· the development of gravel deposits. · 
A dredge was installed near Tolo :in 1898, but it was not long in 
operation. 

Auriferous Quartz Mines 

The gold-bearing quartz m:ines of the Gold Hill district are 
found in the mountains about the placer deposits and their veins 
have been the source of the metals in th.e gravels. 

The Trust Buster mine is a few hundred feet south of the N. W. 
corner of section 36, T. 35 S., R. 3 W. at an elevation of 1700 feet 
by barometer. It is equipped with a· Beers mill having a crusher, a 
plate, a concentrating table, and a 15 H. P. gas engine. An adit 
shows several quartz veins in tonalite; the junction of two veins 
gives a small shoot of ore which has been mined out to the surface, 
and about 20 feet below the adit level. The workings are too shallow 
to show sulphide ore. The main vein strikes N. 50° W. and dips 
4.6° S. W. The mine was IeasfJd by the Pacific Coast Mining Company 
about 2 years ago. 

The Sylvanite or Last Chance m~e is in section 2, T. 36 S., 
R. 3 W. about 3 miles northeast of Gold Hill. It is owned by E. T. 
Simons. The vein strikes N. 22° E. and dips about 65° E. and the 
country rocks have the same attitude; they are argillite partly 
altered to cblorite and serpentine. The vein contains quaxtz carry­
ing some pyrite. The workings, now badly caved, are reported to 
consist of a drift 1200 feet long at an elevation of 1360 feet by barom­
eter and a . crosscut to the vein at an elevation of 1650 feet, with a 
shaft to the lower level. According to W. A, Marvin, who was in 
charge of the mine at one time, the ore coi:i.tained no t elluride, but 
a little galena and much pyrite in quartz; the fault gouge contained 
about $3.00 worth of gold and silver per ton; high grade gold ore 
occurred in "bo.ulders" not in place at depths from 80 to 160 feet; 
sulphide ore began to appear at about 160 feet depth and was 5 feet 
wide at 225 feet depth; the hanging wall was a slate and the footwall 
a limestone. · 

The Revenue "pocket" is near the center of section 11, T. 37 
S., R. 3 W., nearly at the top of the ridge at an elevation of 2570 
feet as measured by barometer. It is about 100 feet east of an 
outcrop of limestone interbedded with argillite which strikes N. 

.. :.,-
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10° E. and dips 70° E. This "pocket" was worked out years ago; it 
is said to have produced $100,000. At present the vein is beiIJ,g 
explored by Butler and Higinbotham; the vein is ·opened for about 
35 feet and shows about 2 feet of quartz. 

The Gold H ill "pocket" is near the top of th_e hill of that name 
in the S. W. ± N. E. t Sec. 14:, T. 36 S., R. 3 · W. at an elevation 
of about 2000 feet . According to E. w.· Lilj egran,1 of Medford, 
"It was discovered in 1857 on top of the mountain about 2 miles 
east from the town of Gold Hill . The outcropping rock was so full 
of gold that it could scarcely be broken by sledging. The crystallized 
quartz associated with the gold was not honeycombed as it generally 
is where sulphides have leached out of the rock, leaving sprays of 
gold in the cavity. The gold in this pocket went down only 15 feet 
and occurred in a fissure vein, strike about S. 20° E. ; dip about 80° 
E.; with a gash vein cutting the fissure nearly due east and west and 
dipping vertically. The fissure vein averages fully 5 feet between 
walls with 1 to 2 feet of gouge on the foot wall, which ·. contains some 
calcite and quartz mixed with a little sulphide of iron, in spots 
containing free gold. A mass of micaless granite, about 5 feet wide 
by possibly 200 feet lon g, outcrops in the footwall side of the fissure. 
The country rock is pyroxenite. It is said that ~his pocket produced 
at least _$700,0~Q-'.', · 

The Whitney mine is in the N. E. l S. W. i Sec. 13, T. 36 S., 
R. 3 vV. in a COllrSe subsiliceous rock not far west of the tonalite 
border. The main entry at an elevatjon of 1375 feet, is a crosscut 

. for 130 feet; at 10 feet from the portal i vein said to have produced 
high grade ore strikes N. 50° W. and dips 60° S. W . At 70 feet 
from the portal a drift follows ve:in No. 1 for 290 feet; this vein 
contains 2 to 5 feet of soft material with stringers of quartz; it 
strikes N . 67° W. and dips 55° to 75° S. W, At the breast of the 
crosscut a raise follows vein No. 2 which has. a 3-foot vein-filling 
like the preceding and is abo1.1t parallel ~th it. In these workings 
small stringers of aplite are common generally standing ab out vertical · 
and trending north. In anot her adit only 20 feet vertically higher, 
the No 2 vein is found to be in a granitic dike while the No. 1 veµi 
is on the granite contact abo~t 30 feet distant. At this level the 
latter is a shear z·one carrying a little quart z. Several smaller veins 
have been explored for short distances. One of them contains some 
chalcopyrite :in places, At _t ~e intersections of these veins wit~ 
the l.arger ones ·good ore has been found. A subsiliceous rock con­
taining considerable magnetite is associated with these veins and not 

. ~ . 
1 U. S. Geol. Survey Bullet~ 546, p. 45, Hl14. 
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found elsewhere ?n the. hill. It appears to be a contact phase rather 
than a sep~rate mtrusron. · In thin section it is found to consist of 
coarse augite and magnetite with a little olivine and brown h~rn­
blende. The chemical composition of this rock is given below. 

COMPOSITION OF MAGNETITE PYROXENITE FROM THE 
WRITmY MINE NEAR GOLD HILL 

[S. W . .F?ench, analyst] 
SiO, ........ . 
Ti02 ...... .. 
Al20, ...... . 
Fe,0, ...... . 
FeO ...... .. . 
MgO .. .. ... . 
CaO .. ..... . . 
Na,0 . . . . .. . . 
K,O . . . . . . . . . 
H,O+ ... . .. . 
H,0- ...... . 

37. 92 Approximate mineral 
2 .22 composition 
4.38 

12.76 
11.18 
16 .60 
13 .63 

.29 

.08 
1.14 

.06 

100 .26 

Augite ......... .. . 
Hornblende ... . . . . 
Magnetite ... . . . . . 
Olivine . . . . .. . . . . . 

60 
16 
13 
11 

100 

The N~llie Wright mine is on the south slope of Blackwell hill 
about 2 miles eas~ of Gold Hill in the S. W. t Sec. 24, T. 36 S., R. 
3 W . . A ~ee:8 mill .to be operated by electric power is under con­
structr~n; _ rt rs provrded with plates and a Johnson concentrator. 
The _ve1n IS opened by two shafts 50 and 60 feet deep connected by 
a dr~ft 13_0 feet long which extends 30 feet beyond one shaft. The 
ore 1~ chiefly q~artz with some pyrite, chalcopyrite, and a dark 
s~lphide resemblmg galena. The veins strikes about N. 75° W. and 
dips ~bout 8~0 

~.; it varies in thickness from 1 to 4 feet. The country 
roe~ 1s the ~1skiyou tonalite which is here cut by a dyke of andesite, 
while the vem cuts both the tonalite and the dike. A few men are 
(1913) opening the v~in ~arther. It is owned by Donovan and Ray. 

The Schaffe~ claun rs no~hwest of the Nellie Wright; an adit 
150 feet long discloses a vertwal quartz vein 4 feet wide near the 
portal, but lost at the breast; the vein strikes N. 55° W. in tonalite. 

The Blanche or May Belle claim adjoins the Schaffer· it is owned 
by Guy D. Kinney. An adit follows a quartz vein in to~alite N. 55° 
W. 250 feet, then N. 75° W. about 100 feet. The vein is narrow· it 
dips 85° S. and contains quartz with some pyrite and chalcopyrite. 

The Bowden claim is on the southeast slope of Blackwell hill 
near the top of the grade on the road. It has a quartz vein in tonalite 
shown by an adit now open about 150 feet, and said to have ex~ 
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tended 500 feet and also by a shaft, where the vein strikes N. 75° ' ' E. and dips about 85° N. The shaft is said to be 185 feet deep and 
to have yielded free gold at 100 feet. The vein was apparently 2 
to 3 feet thick where stoped. 

The Millionaire mine is in S. W. -1 Sec. 30, T. 36 S., R. 2 W. 
on nearly level ground at an elevation of 1730 feet as measured by 
aneroid barometer. · It is opened by two vertical shafts, the deeper 
one said to be 400 feet deep, with levels opened a short distance 
each way at each hundred feet. The vein strikes east and dips 
about 60° N.; there are three veins reported to be nearly parallel, 
all four containing quartz ·with pyrite and rare galena and chalco­
pyrite. Two more veins are said to strike north and dip east; these 
contain calcite, quartz, pyrite, and a mineral resembling sylvanite. 
The country rock consists of dark argillite with bands of andesitic 
material. The other shaft (called the Johnson) is probably on the 
same vein; it is 120 feet deep and has a crosscut to the vein at a 
depth of 30 feet. Here the vein contains 2 to 3 feet of quartz with 
some fault gouge and a little manganese. It strikes S. 72° E. and 
dips 85° N., but it is stepped north going down so as to give a smaller 
apparent dip (about 60°). About 600 feet along the strike of the 
formation (N. 20° E.) there is a small outcrop of limestone and an 
old kiln. A fragment of limestone was found on the Johnson shaft 
dump. The Siskiyou tonalite outcrops about a mile to the north­
ward, and may extend under this region. 

The Millionaire mine is owned by the McKeen National bank of 
Terre Haute, Ind.; it is equipped with a mill which has never been 
operated although substantially complete and in good condition. The 
mill has 2 Nissen 1500-pound stamps with circular discharge and two 
·10-foot amalgamating pl~tes; it has a rock crusher and a Standard 
concentrating table. The mine has been idle for several years. 

The Eagle mine adjoins the Millionaire on the west. It is opened 
by 4 shafts and at least 2 adits, but the workings are not extensive. 
An adit reveals stringers of quartz in black argillite and andesitic 
material. The mine is said to have produced some very high grade 
ore. It is now under lease, but not in operation. 

The Alice group, owned by J. H. Beeman of Gold Hill, is in 
N. E. i Sec. 11, T. 37 S., R. 3 W., not far from limestone quarries, 
at an elevation of 2300 to 2400 feet by barometer. Lessees . are 
now (1913) taking out a footwall streak of high grade oxidized ore 
near the surface next to old workings. The main vein consisting of 
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~tli: 1uar~ is not being mined as it is too low grade for lessees . 
I s n es . . 120 E. and dips about 600 E. An old adit about ~ 
quarter mile to the northeast discloses about 250 feet of workings 

N 

w E 

Figure 12.:.lA!ice mine, ma.in adits. 

~11; ~ vertical quartz vein averaging 2 to 3 feet in thickness con­
~1~ng some pyrite, abundant pyrolusite, and some gypsum. A'iower 

~t : · opens a 3-foot quartz vein which strikes north and dips 480 E . 
1 1s on or ne · 1 ·, d . . . a~ an irregu ar contact between dark argillite and an 
ant e~1t1c mtrus1ve. As shown in the drawing (figure 12) the cross 
cu s rom the main drift are wholly or partly in quartz which i; 
suppos:d to be part of a large vein which is represented in the main 
crosscu entry ~Y quartz seams in wall rock. 

The Gold Ridge mine is in the N. E. 1. Sec. 3 T 37 S R 3 W 
on the west slope of K k ,1, ' • ·, • • 
b b ane cree valley at an elevation of 2100 feet 

Y arometer. Some oxidized h b fiss , . , . . ore as een taken from a 1 to 2-foot 
ure wmcn vanes Ill strike from about north to east in an arc 

;~:;a.ve t~~~e southeast and dipping steeply northwest. The country 
b is sc is ose a1:-d weathered. Nearer the mill an open cut has 

een made on a 12-mch quartz vein which strikes N G3o W d d' 
73° S w . th h . . · . an 1ps 

. . ' e ang111g wall is an andesitic rock; the footwall is 

... ~ .• 
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siliceous and contains a little biotite. The mine is equipped with 
a 2-stamp mill having a plate 2! by 8 feet, run by a 7 horsepower 
gas engme. 

The Braden mine is in the S. E. t Sec. 9, T. 36 S., R. 3 W., 
at an elevation of 1350 feet about 2 miles south of Gold Hill. It 
is at present (1913) one of the important mines of Jackson county. 
It has a 10-stamp mill equipped '\vith a crusher, two 10-foot plates 
4 Johnson vanners and electric motors, one of 85 horsepower being . 
used to operate an air compressor. A view of the Braden mill 
and hoist is given in plate VI. According to E. W. Liljegran of 
Medford, the mine was located about 30 years ago by B. A. Knott of 
Gold Hill who began development, treating t he ores in an arrastre. 
After several t ransfers the mine passed to Dr. James Braden after 
whom it has since been called. It was sold to C. R. Ray of Medford 
in 1900; seven years later it was leased to the Opp Mining Company; 
it is now operated by Dr. Ray. In 1907 the mine produced more 
than $30,000. 

There are several quartz veins opened by 6 adits anlau' incline 
shaft. The important veins strike about N. 30° E. and dip about 25° 
S. E. There are four main levels opened by adits at different eleva­
tions on the sidehill and connected with one another by raises 
and winzes. The workings have a total length of more than' 3000 
feet, but the greatest depth reached is less than 250 feet. The lowest 
adit (No. 6) has a length of more than 1200 feet, and has yielded con­
siderable high grade ore. 

The country rocks of the Braden mine are P aleozoic sediments 
and interbedded andesites. A rock from the dump of adit No. 2 is 
plainly banded, some bands being chiefly green hornblende Virith some 
quartz, chlorite, zoisit e, and pyrite, and other bands being chiefly 
calcite or, rarely, quartz; it is a calcareous hornblende schist. An­
other sample from the same adit is an amphibolite, containing 
abundant green hornblende, some pale yellow epidote, some zoisit e, 
some interstitial plagioclase, some garnet, and a little magnetite. 
But the hanging wall of the vein under the incline shaft is apparently 
a spessartite, containing abundant hornblende grading from brown 
to green, abundant plagioclase, some zoisite, calcite, sericite, magne­
tite, and siderite. A chemical analysis of this rock follows. (p.172.) 

The ore is highly quartzose, containing a little calcite and some 
pyrite as well as a little arsenopyrite, chalcopyrite, and galena. 
About 65 percent of the gold and silver is recovered on)he plates 
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COMPOSITION OF SPESSARTITE FROM BRADEN MINE 

[B. W. French, analyst.] 
======';'===;=:=-=-=-=-=-=-=--======-=----------
Si02 . .. ....... .. ... 47 .40 
TiO,...... ... ...... 1.54 
Al,Oa.............. 20.14 
Fe,O a.............. .58 
FeO. . . ............. 6.64 
MgO....... ... .. .. . 6.34 
Cao. ....... .. . ... . . 7.78 
Na,0 . . . ........ .. . · I 2.76 
K20........ . ....... 2 .65 
H,O+....... ....... 2.98 
H?O-......... .. .. .12 

98 .93 

Approximate mineral composition 

From analysis 

I Hornblende ..... \55.7 
Plagi ocl ase . . . . . 22. 3 
Seri cite. . . . . . . . . 18. 5 

From section 

Hornblende . ... . 
Plagioclasc . . . . . 
Calcite . . . .. . . . . 

Alumina, water, Zoisite .... .. .. . 
etc.. .. .. .. .. . 2. 7 Seri cite .. .. ... .. 

98. 9 Siderite . . ... . . . 1-1 Magnetite .. . .. . 

I I 

41 
51 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 

100 

and about 25 percent is saved in concentrates, which are sent to a 
smelter at Selby or Tacoma. Concentration is about in the ratio 
12 to 1; the assay value of the ore is $8 to $10 a ton and of the con­
centrates about $25 a ton. 

According to G. F. Kay: 1 

"Most of the production of the mine has come from two shoots 
nearly 600 feet apart, on the lowest drift of the mine. One of the 
shoots extended along the vein in this drift for about 55 feet, but 
in a winze its width increased to about 80 feet, below which it nar­
rowed abruptly. The direction of the shoot was the same as that of 
the dip of the vein. The other shoot had a length along the strike 
of the vein of 75 feet; in a winze from it the length increased to 125 
feet; at the bottom of the winze, which was run 200 feet below the 
drift, the ore was low in grade. The direction of this shoot was 
about S. 50° E. Usually the best ore was found along the footwall 
of this shoot, although in places the gold and silver were uniformly 
distributed across the vein, which here had an average width of 
about 18 inches. The zone of oxidation does not extend farther than 
about 100 feet below the surface, and in parts of the vein sulphide ores 
are found at depths considerably less. Along the fault planes the 
ores show enrichment." 

Since the date of Professor Kay's examination of the Braden 
mine another shoot of ore has been opened on another vein by means 
of an incline shaft. The vein strikes about N. 55° E. and has an 
average dip of about 25° S. E. with a thickness of 2 to 5 feet of 
quartz. In the lowest drift at 190 feet depth on the incline a second 
vein seems to swing into the main later vein from a direction about 
N. 10° E. and a dip of about 35° E. ; it has been followed back under 

1 U. S. Geol. Survey Bulletin 380, p. 58, 1909; Bulletin 546, p. 41, 1914. 

\ 

l 

j .. · __ · .. ·.· ~;? .-.: 

AURIFEROUS QUARTZ MINES 

the incline shaft and shows about 2 feet of quartz. The struc 
is shown in t he illustration (figure 13) . To the southwest the 
seems to be cut off by a fault which strikes N. 27° W. and dips al 
60° N. E. The drawing shows only a small part of the older w 
ings which were caved so as to be mostly inaccessible when the r 
was visited. 

. ~:::::==========! -,3 5~ Swinden Tunnel 
/ 

N 

o so' \OO' 20 

s cAu: 

) N•- fooo,, . · . 

Figure 13, Braden mine, the accessible workmgs and vein structure. 

The Last Chance mine is in the N. E. t Sec. 33, T. 36 S. 
3 W. over t he divide from the Braden on the slope of Galls CI 

at an elevation of 1800 feet by barometer. It is opened by a~ : 
extending about 250 feet nearly due east, which discloses a_n irr 
lar quartz vein 6 to 30 inches thick. Near the breast the vei~ sti 
N . 74° W. and dips about 15° N. E. The countr~ rock is a 
grained andesite containing some secondary chlonte and ~a 

. . . d witl 
A 2-stamp mill has just been installed whwh 1s eqU1ppe 
Perkeypile device to revolve the stamps; it has a 4-by 8-foot 
and electric power. 

The Bill Nye mine is in sections 33 and 34, T. 34 S., R. 
on Galls creek about a mile nearly due south of the Braden. 
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opened by ~everal adits and a vertical shaft . 
morphosed impure quartzit . · A considerably ana-
b d e is a common count l . 

a un ant fine grained q t . . ry roe-:; it contains 
uar z in patches and 1 d 

green hornblende and brown b. t·t . ayers, an abundant 
stitial and enclosing pla<T· I io 1 e .with some untwinned inter-
1 b 1. . . b10c ase and a httle magn t·t . th . 

g o u 1t1c to irregular. Th . . e 1 e, e texture 1s 
strikes N 520 E and . e lvem on which the shaft is located 

· · 1s near y v t · 1 · 
of quartz. The main ad't ·~ b er ica ; it contains about 2 feet 

d . 1 
i,, a out 400 feet long· ·t · 

an stnngers near the po t I b t ' i is on small veins 
r a , u crosscuts to th th 

a somewhat larger vein of quart h' h . e nor west open 
goo NT E z w lC strikes s 600 E d d" . . The country rock is . . . . an ips 
In the Bliss adit a vein strikin ~yr;~;ed ~nd some_what silicified. 
from the portal by a fault whichgstrik E. 1: cut oft ~bout 80 feet 
S. E. Another fault in th es .N. 30 E. and dips about 400 

d e same working on a l l 80 f pro uccs a horizontal offset f 6 f t eve eet higher 
N. 140 W. and dipping 550 oE ee to the. north, the fault striking 
figure 14.) · as shown m the illustration. (See 

The !in Pan mine is in the s. W .! S 
on the ridge between Galls and Fo t . "' ~ - 31, T. 36 S., R. 3 W., 

o s cree s. It v,as located many 

.. .._,q, I ' C I 

Flgure 14. Bill N ye mine, %Dain adit and Bli . • 
ss ad1t, with vein structure. 

J 
l 

j 
.. 

- ·_ •. · ' . . 

I·.,·,_' 
··~ ': • ~-

· .. ·_.-.4.·.· ·1· : F < 
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years ago; in 1908 it was owned by the Pacific American Gold Min­
ing Company and prospected by more than 1200 feet of drifts, shafts, 
and other workings on the vein without finding any large body of 
good ore. At that time the mine was equipped with a IO-stamp mill 
(since removed) having a Blake crusher and two concentrating tables. 
The country rock on top of the ridge west of the mine is an andesite 
porphyry containing abundant much altered phenocrysts of plagio­
clase, and bunches of green hornblende or brown biotite as well as 
some magnetite, epidote and siderite in a fine granular groundmass. 
In 1913 the workings were badly caved and inspection was impossible. 
It was relocated in July, 1913, by M. L. Hall. According to G. F. Kay:1 

"The country rock in which the ores occur are slates, limestones, 
and greenstones, the grecnstones apparently being intrusive in the 
sedimentary rocks although some of them may be volcanic. The 
sedimentary rocks strike about N. 13° E. The strike of the vein is 
between northeast and east and the dip is nearly vertical. The vein 
varies in width from less than 18 inches to more than 6 feet of solid 
quartz between definite walls, which are in general but slightly 
altered. In places there is a gouge from 1 to 3 inches in width. 
This material is clay-like, but it contains carbonates and sulphides. 
Most of the gold content of the vein is in the sulphides, which run 
about $60 to the ton. The sulphides are pyrite and galena which 
together constitute less than 2 per cent of the ores. Some faulting 
has occurred. The zone of oxidation reaches a depth of more than 
100 feet." 

The Perkeypile mine is in the S. W. ! Sec. 5, T. 37 S., R. 3 W. 
near the top of the ridge between Galls and Foots creeks. A crosscut 
strikes the vein at 90 feet and a drift follows it about 300 feet. The 
vein strikes S. 60° E. and dips 72° S. W. 

T he Kubli mine is in the N. W. { Sec. 5, T. 37 S., R. 3 W. at 
an elevation of 2700 feet by barometer. A narrow vein said to have 
been very rich is opened for about 200 feet; it is 1 to 18 inches wide 
but only 1 to 6 inches is quartz; the vein strikes about east and 
dips 60° N. The Kubli mill is to the east near the bottom of the 
hill; it has two stamps with triple discharge, a divided plate 4 by 
10 feet, and a concentrating table. In the gully nearby there is 
a small outcrop of tonalitc and a border of contact hornblende rock. 
The composition of this contact phase is given below. (p. 176.) 

The Fairview claim, owned by Dr. C. R-. Ray of Medford, is in 
the 1:'T. W. ! Sec. 5, T. 37 S., R. 3 W . near the top of the ridge between 
Galls and Foots creeks at an elevation of 2950 feet by barometer. 

1 U. S. Geo!. Survey Bulletin 380, p. 60, 1909; Bulletin 546, p. 43, 1911. 
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The vein dips to the northeast at an angle of 50° to 60° ; in the 
weathered zone it contains malachite and azurite. The country 
rock is andesite in which_ the curved cleavages of phenocrysts of pale 
green hornblende show evidence that the rock has been under consider­
able differenti:?J pressurei;,. 

The Blossom mine is in the northern part of sections 19 and 20, 
to,vnship 35 south, range 3 west, near the head of the left , fork of 
Sardine Creek at an elevation of about 24.00 feet above sea level. 
An adit on the No Name claim extends northwestward about 200 
feet in an andesitic country rock. The vein strikes N . 37° W. and 
dips 55° N. E.; it contains some sulphide and very little quartz, 
being mostly crushed country rock. Near the face of the adit 
there are two parallel veins. An upper ad.it (aboµt 85 feet long) 
opens the same ore bodyt 75 feet higher up; it is connected with the 
lower adit by means of a raise on. the vein. On. the Blossom claim 
the lower ad.it extends about 135 feet N. 40° W. as a crosscut, 
thence drifts on the vein about llO feet. The deposit strikes N . 
75° W. and dips about 80° S.; it {)on.sists of a vein about 15 to 20 
feet thick, in which one quarter to one tenth of the filling is quart z 
and ore. The country rock is an andesitic "green.stone." The 
vein m..inerals include pyrite, chalcopyrite, gold, galena, pyrrhotite, 
(and sphalerite?) with quart,z, calcite, and sericite. An upper adit 
about 85 feet long discloses the same deposit with t he same position 
and size. On this level the ore is thoroughly oxidized. · 

The Corporal G mine is in the southern part of section 19, T. 
35 S., R. 3 W. at an elevation of about 2600 feet above sea level. 
It is said to have been discovered in 1904 by J. R. McKay, who 
took out some ore and sold it t o Mrs. N. M. Smith of Gold 
Hill. It was operated under lease by J. E. Kirk in 1907. It is 
opened by three adits on the main vein one above another, on the 
hillside, and one adit to one side. The adits are about 100 feet 
long and the vein has been stoped out above the upper adits; t he 
lowest adit was n ot open to inspection. The vein h as a -width of 
3 to 12 inches and strikes S. 85° W. with a dip of 60° N . The 
country rock is a micaceous slaty quartzite cut by andesite and 
spessartite. The ore contains quartz, calcite, pyrit e, pyrrhotite, 
and a little chalcopyrite, bornite, sphalerite, galena, and rare free 
gold. The adit to one side of the main vein opens a parallel strin.ger 
on the Volll.Il.teer claim; it pinched out at 135 feet. 

The Lucky Bart group includes eleven. claims in sections 29 and 

\ 
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30, T. 35 S., R. 3 W. at elevations ranging from 2200 to 2900 feet 
above sea level. The chief claim was discovered about 1890 by 
Joseph Cox; it is now owned with the others by J. H. Beeman of 
Gold Hill . According to the owner ore has been mined from five 
veins on the group, all of them striking nearly east and west. At 
one of the adits about a quarter mile west of Sardine creek a vein 
of quartz 6 to 24 inches thick strikes east and dips about 80° N., 
thus being roughly parallel ,vith the side hill here, as a "blanket 
vein". The country rock here is argillite and quartzite. The 
ore is said to be of high grade in the oxidized part of the vein. 
According to Kay, 1 the veins on the Lucky Bart group "have an 
average ,vidth of less than 2 feet; the country rock is metamorphosed 
sediment, mainly slates and micaceous quartzites. The general 
strike of these rocks in this vicinity is somewhat east of north; 
the dip is to the southeast and is usually at fairly high angles. The 
total amount of ore that has been milled exceeds 14,000 tons, which 
gave values ranging from $4.80 to $100.00 a ton of free milling ore. 
The ore from the Lucky Bart claim carried an average of 3 per cent 
of sulphides, which ran from 4 to 8 ounces of gold to the ton and 
a like amount of silver. Nine tons of ore from the deepest work­
ings of this claim were shipped to the Tacoma smelter and gave 
returns of $130.00 to the ton. Practically all the ores from the 
group have been treated at a mill on Sardine creek. At the Yours 
Truly claim, where work is now being done by J. E. Kirk, the work­
ings consist of an entrance tunnel of 75 feet to the vein, 100 feet of 
drifting on the vein, and a shaft of 30 feet. The country rock is 
a mica slate. The vein has an average width of about 1 foot and 
runs S. 85° W. At the end of the drift there are two veinlets of 
8 inches and 4 inches in width and also a small Ream. Within 
the workings there is evidence of considerable faulting; the direc­
tions of the fault planes observed were somewhat east of north. I\1r. 
Kirk states that the veins carry more gold adjacent to the fault 
planes than elsewhere. The ores of the Yours Truly are highly 
oxidized and carry an average value of more than $30 to the ton." 

A small outcrop of "granite" was observed just north of the 
point where the Lucky Bart vein seems to cross Sardine creek in 
section 29. 

The mine is equipped with a 5-stamp mill on Sardine creek 
at an elevation of about 1900 feet above sea level. It has a boiler 
burning wood, a 2-t H.P. engine, a plate 4 by 11 feet, and a Johnson 
canvas covered table for concentration. 

The Gray Eagle mine is in the S. E. i Sec. 29, T. 35 S., R. 3 W. 
on the east side of Sardine creek at an elevation of about 1850 

1 U.S. Geol. Survey Bulletin 340, p. 146; 1908; Bulletin 546, p. 38; 1914. 
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We specialize in 
Industrial and Analytical 
Chemicals and welcome 
inquiries and orders for 
any quantity. Our wide 
contact with Chemicals 
assures the buyer of the 
right quality of material 
for his particular needs. 

Telephone 
KEarny 3489 

...,?,,fain Offices 
576-584 Mission Street 

San....,Francilco 

'ffl' are homes 
IOJ-121 New Anthony Street 

375-379 Jessie Street 
1500 Third Street 

San....,Francuco 

Stocks Carried in . .., 
OAKLAND 
PORTLAND 
SEATTLE 
LOS ANGELES 

l'ORM c,7 

FOUNDED 1852 

BRAUN-KNECHT-HEIMANN-CO. 
CHEMICALS 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

January 30, 1934 

k.D. CCfJL'"CER. 
GOLD HILLrORE. 

We take pleasure in quoting: 

FLAKED S0f1Imi1 SULPHIDE 

400 lh. drurns •••• e~••o•~~•••oo@ $4.25 C 
5 ton lots •• 0 .......... 8 ••••••• G 1o00 C 

F.O.R. San Fran0 C. (") • 

is is keel Sodium sulphide BO/ 

We will appreciate your orders for 
this item as well as other whiC'h you 
may require .. 

Prices quoted are to change without notice, and will not be 
binding if quantities ordered differ materially from those quoted. 

Yours very truly, 

BRAUN-KNECHT- HEIMANN- CO. 
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•)ominee, upon, lus ; anival at his ·chicagd'::.:ome .. ·.a,e and his wife were and mine owner found offered to ncss of sediments or otheI1 rocks·' 
~reeted by their children, Virginia and DJua .. · .. , ·, ,. l him a new ·lease · on life and · Gold which has since . been removed in 

H ill -now shows iudications of be- 'j some places. Thus the igneous mass 
' · ; · · ;! •. · • · '. : . littling its former reputation with a is now exposed to view in the nioun- · 

,.., world-wide reipqtation .as the richest l tains at the head of Kancs -creek, 

S 
.· . ··1 . ' 1· . ' , . ~Ji·:.;. , a· ·. ·· I , mineral center on· earth. No fool- and extends thence 110rthward near-. 

m',. e" .. ter .. ...... . s· :.·'..· .. ··. '. .: .. ·n·~.· ·' ,e· r ing, that great statement is possible· ly to Central Point nnd, .. thertce north ·, · 
. . and very probable, . ·· .· w c.stward past- Tolo aml .Gold·, Ray ... 

. . . Gold · Hill Miriinrf 'di~trict, ·.des• to the· w est side of .Blnckwell'Hill; · 

is essen-. · , 
large and 
!ral veins. 
the geolo­
ut south-

~~ ·. 'r~sult 
luring the 
pe:earth's 
i disturb-: 

· ·, · · ' · "· · ., · ·"i .: ., , · · · '· · · · cribed in detail below, is Hmited to tl.1e so.me. roe~ ·outcrops. ~n _the- iwest 

.... A'ctz·v e .. ·, ·.·. c· ·'.' ·o·,· '·: n· ·.·3_:··:'isi · .. :-.-; .. ;t.; '.··.r: ":r:,:;u··. '. ·c·· . t' 'z'. ·o·· n· . :ee~~~llva!fr~~r~r~~fstinlori'iiil: ~lP:·.?it!~:,.·:,:.~~elil!.~{~l~~ ir~f.-~ 
· out extensive changes at Gold Hill north fork of Foots. ere.ck, a.nd 1t 

that would centralize the mineral seem.s probable that 1t .underlres .. at 
· ; · i, ~ ·; :i ·>:;._c, . 0 • industry nt that ,point that . small cons1dcrabl~ d~pth. a. lp.rge part of 

-1·N~\··.\. t,i,~ !:' . .. 1· , ,.i.. · ,{ ·: .• ,r district would stand intact for all the Gold ~Ill distnct.· . 
· • · · .. • · ! .- ·,· ·: .,. 1 . · '. .. . ' time unless absorbed by the devo- This igneous intrmrion and .intenseq, 

The organization meeting of the tion,taken by::the Corporation Com- lopment of some nearby town. The folding seems to have elevated the 
~s for the Sunset Smeltin_g C_ompany· builders. mi~fon and it·. is · anf!ounclld that as location of a smelter at Gold .Hill region enough to cause a new cycle 
ilS dr .. ···- .of the Gold HilJ Smeller. was lw]d. quukly·ns these detal1s are complet- makes thnt noint the real · center of of erosion · and the formation of · 
h:se di;: 'in Grants Pass at the ~.me~ of.' A. C. ,ed o.larg~r· creyr will,be se1 to work, the greatest ·.mineral district on the coarse sedments, which. coultl, not 

and hot Hough, attorney, Inst Saturday. . .; : ' ·. J, M. Lively 1s due to arrive Thurs Pacific slope and really· exends from be transported far by ordinary agen-

11rge crev-
1cs of· the 
1'.YStalliza­
m always 
?thcrwise, 

' 'cal con- .· The officers .and diTC!!t~rs of .foe:dayfrorn ·PortJand to makeperm~n- a point north of /Eugene in Oregon cics. Therefore conglomerates were 
roperties Company are as follows: L.A. Olsen .ent ,eadquarters in Gold Hill, H. to Dunesmuir in California and produced, and these were succeeded, 
ass •. The President a~d ';('reas~t·er, 1\f.\S- Jolm-:C •. J ters returned form ,Portland, on from the coast to the eastern slope by feldspa~hic sandstone during 
the : heat son, Gold Hill \11.!e President, P. ,Tuerd:iy·of.this 'Yeck and has been of the Cascades. This widing of the part of Cretaceous time, · Rocks' 

the rocks, M . . ,Johnso!', : Medford, , _Secretary" S; s.pe1,dmg ·much, time· at the. smelter boundary .covers · the territory that prodJlced in this way are found be- .. 
· c action E. ·· Heberling, Gold · Hill, Dire~tm· , s1te

1
1w.here a crew of men 1s busily will be served by . Gold Hill based tween Evans creek and the head­

ated min- J, Edwin Johnson,.Gold Hill, Direct en!ljged ' .. Jjreparing the ground' for on the· transportation cost on the waters of Sams and Snieder. crce,ks, 
eta}· now or, and A, · C. Hough, Grants .Pass, fuh'ni· ·construction. · . . · ·,' , railroads. The. mineral wealth of similiar rocks are doubtless cover-· 
orti~n of Director and Attprney , ... H. C, Diers · , : I\ is· understood that· a snw, mill this great ·district will come to Gold eel by lava flows . near the Table 
,;rosion' of i~ Chief Engineer. and will be as- is ,m.early ,prospect f~r Gol~.Hill, Hill econoin!cnlly and of necessity, r ocks. Along Evans.creek from· the ; 
e time f s1sted by J. Edwin -Johnson and J. to le c·rected on the site adJoming The competiting smelte.rs aJid re- "Meadows" north,ward thes~ Cre­
ind gulch- 'M. Lively.. F. H •. ~olgatt. of Eugeqe.,t\1e s~L'lter · site. The refuse and fineries are at · Tacoma and Snn- · taceous sandstones are overlaid by .I\ 
r, deposits .was appomte aucbtor ... · ... ·.. • ,mil' wnste· from the s aw mill wilr 'Francisco nnd Denver,: A . look. at· considerable thickness of ' 're:rtiary . 
• Oregon's Arrangeme ts for .p.dd1honal cap1- ~e fili~ il hy the smelter , in. inak- the, map will '.prove our: , qss~rtion sandstones which cantatn l>ed~ · Qt ·', 
;:..._,.~- fol-..-,r -now• ,\\t1itiflX'·' , 1:'f&4'ud·~ ... - .,-,,.:..-~ ,-'-··"''· -·-·that·lhc GoJcl·HiH· urit1cr1.\1'ul:.'1l'id,1coal: " ... · ·. 1-_ ' · · ~·· ... .. . ~ ,'. , ~ 
1--J.hi;eJcc~ w'ifh ~he development 0! tbei smelter ' The . iatesf rock •formation in:- the ,.' 
~ontent of C D d' s· •)l. ' / d 'R ' ' here lS now, of .ne,cessity, enlarged district consis ts of stream deposits 
rio quartz z·ty a· S . IL S a·· n . ece· · z·pts to_ . cover .. the terr1tory se:ved .. It some ot which .are very vuluable on 
· of gasses · . .· .... . . .. . .' . · . . will p~oh~bly, be more adv~sable to account of the gold and paltinum, 
iugh these _ call t~1s ~bstrict t~e Gold Hill Sm.el- they contain. They . are formed · 
· confined ·l 1 , tcr , district f!)r histo_ry .h~s carri!!d along the streams of the district but 
gcs, · pro- .PERMISSION UNTIL 1 A. M. IS it S. iohnson, supplies........ 1.50 the boundar ies of individual ~is- are not abundant aloJ;IS Rogue river. 
ed by the ' . .. , . .,ferritt Dnvis, labor: .. !............ 15.25 tricts dow~ .to date. and absorption in this region, because the latter is. 
lted to Hs GRANTED-FINANCIAL T E p k l b . 6_50 would cause confu51om herein a :qarrow rock cut portion of 
itermined T• · an ey, a or................ The immediate Gold Hill mining its course to the sco. •. , 

'thee · STATEMENT heron Pankey, lnbor............ 2.50 d' , b h h I R 
on ei J. B. Pankey, labor ... ;.:.! •. _,...... 2.50 1.strict em races t e w O e. ogue. It is believed that the ulimate 
~n to the T,·J , West. s]Jccial police...... 12.00 River valll!Y from Central Pomt ~nd source of the gold nnrl platinum. ~!t~ mi,n- .. , At ··the . r'egular meeting of tthe W. A. Cook, h1bo1\ .......... : ... :.... , 22.50 Table Rock .we~t~nrd to Joseplun~ placers in this region, like those of . . 

i City. Dad's ·fast Monday night dis- county. ~t .1s hnnted on the sout California, is in the serp'entine aml . 
~e

1
om

11
etr - d d' 'Total .............................. · .... !$4.75.59 by the d1v1.de betwea!1 Rog,ue an_d the olivine bearing rocks of the · 

~a ows, cussion over the ance or mance Apple_gnte rivers and, mcludmg .tri- Sierra Nevadas and tributary moun-
ontht_o th

1
e
1 

became 'quite a. crimonious at times, The request of Lillian · B Mein- butanes of Rogue river from the tain ranges, which are in a portion 

.

• 1 to1s/tahe and caustic re.marks .-were inte·:r~ tosh, for the vacation of a part of south, nameiy Knnes, Galls and of the drainage basions of the.' 
Second street, west, near Second Foots creeks, and from the north s•renms 

1tlie · liody changed, · · ' avenue north, was granted. namely, Sams, Sardine, Wards and • ' . 
~. · There , was quite a fair sized · Evans .creeks. There are many Aceordmg to C. B. \Vatson and. 
t:he early Recorder Kellogg submitted the placer and aurifcrous qU11:i:·t2: ,mines 'fho~~s. Condon, ·~·: . la.rg.e area of 
. that sta- boquet of citizens, both men and appended statement of the street in the .distnct and .o.thet;mineraI re· .. southweste.lr': Q.regon . ~nd . norl,g- , 
: mineral women, in . attendance. and at one fund as of date of June 12th, show- sources of various kinds·: There arc· :wcster!l C_al~f?l'nla;- wh1d1, ·1!as··~ee~ .. 
· as thDt time the presiding officer rapped ing cash on hand, $3ij5.25 and the no large cities in the atea, . but the by the {!mted s.tat~ll ;G~olog1~l su:r~: 
the side . loudly , for orde: in order to. qui~t sum of $675.70 received in fines town of Gold Hill situa.ted" on· the .-vey, -~cs1gnated as · an 1s!and m '\~&. 

lh•y rock a bedlam of vmces, . no one mdiv1- and license between June 12 and Rogue r iver and the main line of the ocean, was· lformed durm~ ... Cre\ac~.: 
h,ome in~ du:11 having the better of another i n June 30: ; Southern Pacific railway' is head- eous h~es; long .before the Cascnde . 
ds inter- voice strength so no· one could be ., quarters for . the most actfve part of moun~aws rose. from the · surface of·· 
ow this distinctly heard in the conglomera- The. statement of the water fund the district. 'fhe Gold Hill ' district th~ water. This land !J.as. bee~ by . 
it is· due -ticih of vocal noises. is: : . . ' t is a moun'tuinous region cut by one Winchell t~r~~d, t~e great Sisk.i-

i, surface There were present, Mayor Miller, Cash m Fide~ity_ State Bank .... $82.63 nurow east-west valley and its tri- you bathol~th. It .1~, perhaps one 
ximity to Councilme'n Cook, Ham, Ross, Ja· Invest!llent. S1?km~ fund .......... 298.00 butaries from the north and 'south. o.f the oldest telrra firma on the con-
ic exit; cobs, Childers and Recorder . Kel- Casb m Smki~g l•und ...• :..... 107.00 The elevations vary from less Urnn ~nent •. The greatei: par~ of 1ts mass. 
with con- 'logg, Councilwoman. Mrs. ·Pan- Water .. Collect.ions ........ _....... 199i50 1000 feet at the! head of Evans and is gramt, . or grambc m ~harat_er • 
. aeers !lre· key, . absent, , , Wnter CoUcctions .......... -........ 114..75 Savage creeks to nearly 4000 feet on :iccompamed with other. 1_ntrus1ve 
artz vems, .The .{Qllowlng claims ng~nst the The financial . s tatement of the top of/ Fielder mountain, and sim~ igneous r ocks sue~ as ~write p~r-
in ·' fOl' ; a city were approved und ordered r ecorder and . approved by Auditor Har elevations both north and soulh f¥f'J{°nd t~he~ 

1
~g-usir°~h havmg 

>f capital paid. P. H. Myers. ·.shows that there · 1·s a· of Rogue river , c rom e ep s o e ocean. t f , . ' . . ' • · the sediments that had settled there, t>SP, s o? . cash balance in the street· fund of . Th~ h1~tory of the Gold Hill mm-· These elevations have in places 
itor a ~?a- . . , G~ne.ra] Fund • . , · $3G5.23; sewer fund, $59.77'· general mg d1str1ct really d atos back to the re.ached an altitude of · 8;000 feet, · 
•some1·n- E. ·R. DavIS, chu~f of pohce, '2500· fund, $198.26. . . ' . y~ar .of 18~1, when g_old was first The sediments thus lifted w ere 
:_e bodi'es July ··-·····-...................... , ... -. $ • · · ' · · .. · discovered m Ronue R1.ver valley on ch"nged from · the'1r or1·"·1nal hori, 
... ·wm. P • . Cntsholm, health After the r outine the members of b f " " ·.h cle"rly . 10 00 th G ld H" Jackson, creek . ten m~les south o :zontnl character, to various angl e& 

" . · officer ................. , .. :._............ · . o. . () Ill Parliament sat back Gold Hill. This apphes to placer of inclination, accommodating easy 
s neglect- A,JE. Kellogg, recorder for , wit~ 1 an- air .of evident ·relaxtion ml~ing, but the rich r>oc~cet from erosion. Hence we now find on ly -

a
tyt tloat·esne~t ... I. usn.~ Jo .. h ... n .. s··o··;;·,·--;t·r~~t ... ffg'ht . 25.-0~ whtlc~,those of the audience jerked wluch. the town of .Ga;Id H~ll, Orelr,, fragments of thescJ earlier sediment~ 

on , of , a· 
f this rich 
:he miner, 
11vite the 
tur circle, 
)pportuni-

t COST · 

·'·· . . . 4 76 up illj·clos~ _attentio.n. A numerously tnk~s its name was not. d1s~overed at the tops of the h igher elevations, 
supphes ................ , ..... :.......... , · .sign cl[ petitrnn askmg that · dancing until January 1859. It 1s sm. d thnt such as limestone of ten m etamor-

C & O P Co lights for be permitted until one o'clock Sun- 4 o l fl t 
. ·June·: .... :.'. ..... :: .. : ............. :.~ ..... .... 31,-00 d;iy was read. ,· . $ Odo t~e :'gag~ tga~teeny~~:dt ~f this YP~~r phosed into m arble. , , 
Gold Hill Garage, fire Dept, an ·. . e ' .. 1 

• These sediments were orginally 
expense ....... - ......... ,............... 2fi.38 And the~ the race was on. )cet with its exhaustion the follov-:- 1 v~ry deep and erosion , has carried 

l)', L. Pruitt, supplies .... , ... ~....... 1.05 , It appeared that the m"J·o~·1·ty of mg Ytlearb wg~s .. over f$t7h00,~00 .. f This them .away; some back to the ocean 
.. was ie. .e .mm!lg O • e " ~ r:i er.ous others deposited in the valleys as 

Total .............. : _ ....... _ ........ $123.1\} !\;ne~
1
lf1~n~,C/ttt

1
io~ei~~~f1

1l p;f1;c~~~ ~
1
:r~h:;

1
~ge i~ r~~~cti~f~~f. ti~ :~!~

0
1~!v!n~Ief;e fi!!~~l~rii;hg~~ki~~ 

. -.katei: Fund SP!!Ukers i n favor of granting the placer mrnes ~ins , bee~ m amtam ed and fissured conditions, in which. 
M. S. Johnson, supplies ......... $54,50 permission were Messrs. Heed and for a. long p1:r10d, but I~ slowly d~- they and their beddings have heeu 
E; R. · Davis, pump operator · Bowers, w ho prcs~nted several rea- crens1~1~, whilo the aur~fcrous vem left, facil iatcd the setting of sucl\ 

art of Ii- for June ............................ : .. , .. . 100.00 shons to support their · contention d eI?0s1ts are now ,making up t~e materials as wer e held in solution, 
•ar driven R 1. , 41 25 t at an innocent form of amusement ma1.or part of the gold output rn tins 01. silspcnsi"on were carri'ed down-· , Toney oss, supp ies................ • · f f f' h f · 

River in: Gold Hill Supply Co. sup- .was; · ar i;a er or t e young · olks region. ward into seems and fissures as the 
·.ly , wh· ere pli'es ., .......... ::.......................... 2.5 () than runny other plensurers and that Tl " 11 Fl'!! 1· t . t . . I l Aft tl h 1 parents .. nlways knew where their 1c uo < 1 c 1s nc 1s a region mass s ow y arose.. . er . 1c w o o 
i ac:know- Cal. Filter Company, equip- · ~~ns and daughters were. The' pct- occu1)icd chiefly by old Pa leozoic had arisen above the water and val­
e,-h.ad nt:ir- . ment, etc. -~---····"··--·---······· · 382.50 ttlon wns oppo.sed by :tlfayor .Miller sediments intcrbethlecl with si1ls l eys were formed, much of the resi-.. 
fi.ned $25 0. Snyder labor ..... :.............. · 11.50 and Cmincilmml ·Childers. Those and' Hows of andcsite• and· green- due resultc:tl from this disintergru-

t Medford Investors 'syndicate, sinking · voting ir).'approval wen: Cook, Ham·, s tone. Eve1·yw hcrc. the sediment- tion ,, ,vns deposited around th"'' 
~d to have fund : ..... : ... '. ..... , .................... : .. 148 .()0 Ross and Jacobs . . , . ·. , nry r ocks s trike northe r ly, usually shore! ,lin e· of this old island, r e-
returri. tt><. P. H. Myers, auditor ............ ,. ·20.70 , about N .. 15 degrees E. <lip eastward r sulting in .the heavy placer deposits, 

~erase for Squtllern .P acific, fr eight ..... ~.. 8.611 A representative· of a Portland ~,t angles ranging fr om ' G5 degrees which employed 'the piouecrs . . Ob· 
le w~snp~ · , . . ,' .~, . . · , . . ·$?G!) G

4 
t r ust company w as prc5 ent to ask to nearly 90 d egr ees. According to· :;ervations will ·: show that a ll of· 

[ pohce.. . . . TotaL - ·····-··,., .......... .--...... , · for consi<lerntion of a plan to pro- Dilcr, the· Jurassic .beds in the west these placer clcposit:;were along the · 
· •"· l < . · Se,v~r ·F~nd · · ville a ,!)inking fund for the rell cm]l- crn pnrt of the district have been shore line of this .island, and , that 

· J 1 1· $ 42 r.o tion of' water honds. <werturnc rl so that the oldest s t rata the golcl and oth er meal d eposits 
rlsHING., M. s~ , o mson, supp 1es.......... . .. i 1. 1 f · f · t 

l b · 30 00 · ' .now over 1c t 1e younger onnat10ns came rom 1 , , . . 
T •. J. Cook, a or . .......... :........... · , Coun~il' · adjourn ed until Friday It seems probable that the P:ileozoic Rogue Riv:cr. ·vall,cy. H es to .)he 

1 • reported Chns E. _Barg, labo~· .............. 20.00 .night with instructions to· the trust sediment.s arc also overturned, ancl i>as t and north~as t of these Skis ki-
f the ·state • . ;.,, t 

1 
· · · ... . . , · · $0?50 company to prepare an ordln~mce. limestones found o n Kancs . creek yon mottn tnlns, and the more r e- · 

d
·-:· · ·r· ·• .10 a · .. , ............... , .... _.............. . ~- nnd subinit it at this time. ' arc probably of,car.ly _Paleozoic age, cent ·.ca.s.cacle ran .. ge ... of moui1 tains lie 

rune lltte y '; . 1 ! ' ; •. General Fund , . : The Hnic limit upon which the and fossils foun d in hml'stone lens- to the cast. oJ. tJ1c. ·valey and the 
ly are · re- '·ferry' · A; Talent, police .... '. $115.0/) smelter . conccssioners were .to co1i1L es on this ·.creek indi.cate that they placer · .n1i'nes have · been and arr 
1trol. T~ 1·erry, A. Talent, e_xpenso ... : ;. ".11.50' meQc;e buil<ling will_ exph'.c Thursday m,c nof •Devon inn; it is · suggested nlo1,1g. ,the ~hore. linc. of the , old is-
!iich swept w .. C. Hawk, pohce ...... - .... ,40.00 , .July. 10, .. Fridny . cvcnin1~ the ·land thnt they a r·e Silu ruin rather than ,lnpd. No· minernl is found alon!l 
> f country A.' E . Kellogg· court fees.... '225.00 grant. ,and Jl~mnit will .Jic; yre.vokcd 'Carboniferous i n age. Accordingly ·'the Cas't:::de, sicle of lh"' valley. · The 

5
.ili~s ·"'ani:l Gavlord Cycle Shop, sup · · · · 1 • and granter! to Ilic new ·corporation the Paleozoic sediments wes t rjJ. ~indinµ of minern l cont C'.nts in these 

' plies ·-·- - ---.'-...................... '. 15.0~ l whic~I lins a lre:11ly ' : CQlllll1e111~L·d Ktmcs crcl'l, in foe Cold I_Im dist~·id olil S('lH~I S: :w, l. r:>JSl\::e.~ .. :l'l' att rilll:t 
1lled and is P. D. Cunninsllam Co., ;,µp- clenring the ground for th~ erec l1ou nrl~ referr ed to lhc Devonrnn or Car- c,1 to ts t•: em·!y up11tt n:icl the f ,s 

'.
/.:·.· .. :.·.~·-·::~:::_~~.: . .'.·.:., .• ,.P.li,,es,·.···.-. :.- •. ··.: ~.·.·.~. ·.• : -.'. ·--~:--.? ... ·-.. j 6,0!) .of .. ma~ll~~cr!}.o~.~d~tl~~-!i~.;:~:.', ~~ ~· ·. b.ouife~ous or to bo th periods. :ill~·iug.of lhc "Siskiyou batho1ith.'' . ' { :~ ~ . . . . ··~ ;..._~ -~~./; ~ ~; -:.:-f ... ·-- . ,, ·-- .. J ;o • i'·~ .. : 

. .. . . . , . .. . 
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