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Ja.o kson County - Go l_d_ _H!ll Area 

Gold Hill area. 

~r Urs, Hattie Ho Beeman, 4115 S~E. Francis Street, Portland, Oregono Leased to 
J. T. Breeding, Box 242, Rogue Rivor, Oregon. 

Lo·~~~' In sections 29 and JO, T, 35 s., R. 3 ff., on Sardine Creek, 5 miles from 
u.s, 99, and 7 miles northwest or the town of Gold Hill. 

Are~: Exact information ooncorning area is not available, but total area is estimated 
to be approximately 2JO acres. The property includes ten unpatented mining claims and 
certain patented ground in sec. 29, described as lots 1 9 2, and 5. 

~}11~· The property has been worked intermittently since 1916 by Mr. Bee~an and by 
lessees, No record or production is available. Since 1936, the ground has been leased to 
Mr. Breeding, who has driven a. cross~cut tunnel 80 feet long in order to intersect the vein. 
Near the point of intersection of the tunnel with the vein, a section of the vein 60 feet 
long by JO feet high has been stoped. 

~l.2J;;,y: Parks & Swartley (16) described the property as rollows: 

"The Lucky Bart Group, 7 miles northwest or Gold Hill, inoludes 11 claims 
in sec. 29, 30, T. 35 s., R. J ff., at elevations ranging from 2200to 2900 feet 
above sea level. The chief claim was discovered about 1890 by Joseph Cox; it 
is now owned with the others by J. H, Beeman, of Gold Hill, Acqording to the 
owner, ore ha.s been mined from 5 .ve~ns. on the group, a~l of t~em striking nearly 
east and west. At one or the adits about a quarter mile west of Sardine Creek 
a vein or quartz G to 24 inches thick strikes east and dips about 80° N., thus 
being roughly parallel with the side hill here as a "blanket vein," The country 
rock here is argillite and quartzite. The ore is said to be of high grade in 
tho oxidized part of the vein, Acoording to Kay: 

'"The veins on the Lucky Bart Group have· an average width or less than 2 
foet; the country rook is metamorphosed sediment, mainly slates and micaceous 
quartzites. The general strike of these rocks in this vicinity is somewhat east 
of north; the dip is to the southeast and is usually at fairly high angles. The 
tot~l amount of ore that has been milled exce~ds 14,ooo tons, which gave values 
ranging from $4.80 to $100 a ton of free milling ore. The ore from the Lucky 
Bart Claim carried an average of 3 percent of sulphides, whioh·ran from 4 to 8 

ounces or gold to the ton and a like amount or silver, Nine tons of ore from the 
deepest workings or this claim were shipped to the Tacoma smelter and gave returns 
or $130 to the ton, Practically all the ores from the group have been treated 
at a mill on Sardine Creek. At the Yours Truly Claim, where work is now being 
done by J, £. Kirk, the workings consist of an entrance tunnel of 75 feet to the 
vein, 100 feet or drifting on the vein, and a shaft of 30 feet, The country rock 
is a mica slate. The vein has an average width of about l foot and runs s. 85° W. 
At the end of the drift there are two veinlets of 8 inches and 4 inches in width 
:nd also a small seam. Jithin the workings there is evidence or considerable 
faulting; the directions of the rault planes observed were somewhai; easi; or north. 
Mr. Kirk states that the veins carry more gold adJaoent to the fault planes than 
elsewhere. Tho ores or the Yours Truly a.re highly oxidized and carry an average 
value or more than $30 to the ton. 1 

"A small outcr~p of "granitett·was observed Just north of the point where 
the Lucky Bart Voin seems to cross Sardine Creek in sec. 29. 

"The mine is equipped with a 5-stamp mill on Sardine Creek, at an elevation 
or about 1900 foet above sea level, It has a boiler burning wood, a 2} H.P. 
engine, a plate 4 by 11 feet, and a Johnson ~anva.s c-over-e-d -table .for ~oncentr-a.ti-on. 11 

General: Maximum snowfall is about 3 feet, timber is available and there is sufficient 
water from Sardine Creek for a small mill, which consists of five lOOOupound stamps, and 
one amalgamation plate 3 feet by 4 feet, A four cylinder Chevrolet engine supplies power. 
Gold runs approximately 722 fine. The proportion or gold value lost in the tailing is not 
known, 



April 1, 1991 

Knott's Berry Farm 
8039 Beach Blvd. 

Donald R. Gammelgaard, Jr. 
780 Queens Dr. 

Medford, Oregon 97501 
(503) 776-6643 

Buena Park, CA 90620 

Attention: Mr. Ken Donham 
Merchandise Display 

Dear Mr. Donham: 

Per our conversation last week please find photographs of 
my antique five-stamp stamp mill in which you were interested. 

It's been said this stamp mill was brought up by mule train 
from San Francisco, California to Gold Hill, Oregon at which 
time it stands on my placer claim property. This stamp mill 
belonged to my grandfather (A.L. Harrison) since 1963 and 
has since been handed down to me. 

The five-stamp stamp mill was used for processing ore for 
the purpose of obtaining gold by putting the ore down through 
the mill where it is crushed onto Mercury plates which 
collected the gold. It originally ran on steam and was 
converted to engine by my grandfather. 

It was last running in 1975 at which time the belts and many 
other parts were removed and are in my possession. It can 
easily be put back into operation. It makes a fabulous 
thundering sound and was said to have rattled dishes for 
miles and we believe it would make quite a showcase for 
your mining camp. 

My grandfather's wish always was to have his stamp mill 
displayed for children and the public to enjoy. I felt 
that I would first give Knott's Berry Farm the opportunity 
to obtain this magnificent piece of machinery for its 
mining camp and if you are interested, please do not 
hesitate to call me at (503) 776-6643. 

Sincerely yours, t, 







GOLD HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY J(Q.UIRES STAMP MILL 

FOR OUTDOOR GOLD MINING DISPLAY 

The stamp mill pictured here, purchased 
from Ur.ion Iron Works of San Francisco 
in 1892, was shipped by rail to Gold Hi­
ll, thence up Sardine Creek by mules, 
wagons & sled. The first ore was crushed 
& processed by spring of 1893• The mill 
was powered·by steam with wood burning 
boiler & 2! HP steam engine. In the 1930 
era a 4 cyl. Chev, engine was installed 
but was short lived, to be replaced by 
a 2 cyl. John Deere Industrial engine 
which is still in place. The mill was 
installed at the Lucky Bart mine, discov­
ered by Joseph Cox in 1890 who then sold 
the claim to Bart Signoretti. (Theref'.ore 
the name "Lucky Bart") Ba.rt then·sold to 
Wm. Lampert.in 1891 who leased out the 
mine first to John Mead then to Josiah H 
Beeman in 1892. :Beeman then bought and 
moved in the stamp mill. He operated on 
the rich veins of ore till 1897 at which 
time he purchased the mine from Lampert 
and renewed the claims. The rich veins 
of ore lasted till 1907 then began to 
lean out. The mill sat at it's original 
location, Sect. 29, T 35s, R3W, 200 ft. 
from Sardine Creek and about 7 miles 
from Gold Hill all these years. Ore was 
transported from the seven tunnels by 
sled, then ore car to the 5 stamp mill. 
Ore from other nearby mines was also 
crushed by this mill. Milling continued 
intermittently as ore became available until the late 1930s. Records as 
of 1938 shCMthe mill had crushed & processed 14,000 tons of select ore 
with values running from 8 to 12 ounces of gold per ton and a like a.m­
ount of Silver. In 1920 gold was $12.00 per troy ounce. Records as of 
1938 also show ownership by Hattie H. Beeman, Josichswidow who leased 
the operation to James T. Breeding in 1936. Breeding later gave up 
the mine for lack of good ore after haveing done extensive tunneling. 
At an unknown date ownership evolved to a J.E. Kirk, then to John E. 
Cole who sold to A.L. Harrison in 1963. According to Don Gammelgaard, 
Harrisons grandson, the mill last operated in 1975 but was discontinued 
due to expensive repairs being needed. Harrison died in 1985 with Don 
Gammelgaard inheriting the claim. He did only token mining then let 
the claim lapse. In 1994 the claim was taken;up by. Jim Dodson.& Gap;" 

<'v'incem from whom GHHS has aquired the mill. Dodson &: V:irteent will 
continue to operate the Lucky :Bart but with more modern machinery. 
It is interesting to note that gold produced by this mill is what 
enabled Josiah Beeman to build the fine home in 1901 that is now our 
Museum. Now the mill _is "coming home", thru the generous help of some 
local truckers & volunteers. It will be set up for the public to view 

, in our outdoor mining exibi ts. ~/td~ 

\,,,'· TED WARTON 

•_• _'··~":!;.Jt..j.,JI-,,,.•~--,--....,.._-- ---.,~-~· 

. 
r; 

> 
) 

' 



HISTORIC STAMP MILL MAINFRAME 
STOOD ON BASE 11-16-98 
courtesy of S & B JAMES 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 



.:..UITCl.AI.M DEED 

KNOW ALL ltEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That lfe, John E. Cole and Jeanne A. Cole, 
husband and ~ite, herein~!ter known as Granters, for ~nd in consideration of the 
sum of One ( .:i>l.00) Dollar and other 6ood and valuable consideration, to us paid 
by Albert L. Harrison and Agnes L. Harrison, hereinaf~e~ known as Grantees, 
do hereby rem.i~e, r'9le~se :.nd ~orever ~UITCLAIJ.L unto the sald }rantaes, Albert L. 
Harrison and Agnes L. Harrison, as tenants by the entirety, a.nd unto t~ei~ ~eirs and 
assigns all our rig~t, titl~ and interest in and to the following desc"ioed real 
pro::,erty, 'Nith the tenements, her<Sditaments and apµurtenancBs, :iiti.lated in the 
·:aunty of Jackson, State of Oregon, bounded and described as follows, to-~it: 

The Nest one-half of the .2:ast one-quarter of the Northwest 
one-quarter of Section 29, Township 35 South, Range 3 ~est, 
'Nillamette Meridian, c0ntai.nint;; 20 acres of land. 

This claim consists of old mill site and cabins and is known a.s 
the Sold Nugget t in the Sardine 0reek !fining DistriGt. The 
amended location of this claim was recorded in the :il..r.ing 
Records of Jackson Co,!~t.y in Volume 73, Page 432 ur1rier the 
date of March 15, 19t2. 

TO f-Ll.VS AND TO HOLD the said real property, "l'ith the tenements, i~red.itamem.3, 
and .'l.ppu.rtenances t,her':!unto oelo~i.'1.g> unto the said Grantees, th~ir ,eirs and 
assigns forever. 

Witness our hands and seals this 2nd day of July, 19-SJ. 

STATE OF OREGON 

County of Jackson 

) 
) ss. 
) 

On this 2nd day of July, 1963, personally appeared t:1e above na.o.ed .;or.n E:. 
0ole 1.nd Jea.:" .. r1e .L C0le, '.,usb"l.fld ; .. nd ;,ife, +:.he )rantors '.:.erei.-:., an,± ack:10·,vledged 
t.~·E! f):-~.~:/"' i;1:::trurnent t.o be their Tro.:i..untary :..cts and deeds, hefore :ne • 

. ,., __ 



PLAN DATE 9-93 to 9-94 

1. To move Ball Mill to old cabin site 

2. Shore up Stamp Mill. 

3. Select cut Timber for Mill improvements. 

4. Build Caretakers shack. 

5. Build equipment shack. 

6. Have Mill Site fenced in and some kind of structure 
built to protect the Stamp Mill. 
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