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Activities of Or.egon St
.
ate ·Presen·t Mining · Activities 

Geology Department •n · In Josephine County Region 
Jo_seph1ne County Area 

The State of Oregon Depart- help you s'Olve problems of a 
ment of Geology & Mineral In- geologic nature. 
dustries maintains field offices The department is presently 
in Grants Pass and Baker for engaged in its third season 
the purpose of conducting its of a s t a t e - wide geochemical 
activities directed toward en- sampling program. Samples 
couraging the development of of fine sand from stream.- and 
Oregon's mineral resources. their tributaries are collected 
Duties of the department a r e and analyzed for trace amounts 
defined in Oregon revised stat- of copper, zinc, molybdenum 
utes and itemized in each of and mercury. The samples are 
the biennial reports of the De- being collected by student ge­
partment. They are mainly as ologists from Orego_n univers!­
follows: ties. Information of the results 

1. Conduct geological a n d of the &eoche�ical sampling 
mineral resource studies. program IS available to the puj:>-

2. Carry out economic studiec; lie at any stage of completion 
for utilization of mineral r a w and may be obtained on request. 
materials Special area studies being 

3 Coo · te with federal and con�ucted by geologists �tation-. pe�a 
en . . . . ed m the Grants Pass field of-other public ag cies m studieS fice include a geologic a n d of value to the state. . mineral potential resource study 4. Serve as a bureau of mm- of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness eral �nd geological informa�ion, area by Len Ramp and a 

co�p1le and keep up to date a regional study of recent vol­
mmes catalog, prepare a n  d canic features in Central Ore­publis� reports o.f �nvestigations gon designed to encourage its and mmeral statistics. utilization as a lunar research 5. Collect specimens and de- facility by Norm Peterson. A velop a museum. special lunar geological field 6 . . Coll�ct a mining and ge- of vulcanology a n d lunar olog1cal library. . . geology ithe world over will 7. .M�ke quahtahve a n d  take place August 22 to 29, 1965 q�antttahve analyses . of rock, in Central vregon. Department mmeral �n.d ore samp�es. . personnel h a v e been instru-8. Admm1ster O�e�on s �il and mental in preparing for t h i � g3:s . act �nd part�cipate m ad- special event and the guide book mimstrahon of tide and sub- for the conference is edited by merged lands act. N. V Peterson and Ed Groh The main office of the depart- · · 
ment, located in Portland, in-
cludes the chemical laboratory $300 Nugget facilities a n d spectrographic 
laboratory. Assays of variOU3 Found on ores are made by the depart-
ment and a limited number of W C k chemical and fire assays can agner ree 
be obtained on samples origi- The Courier 
nating within the state, free of May 28 1!86 � h a _r_g e.. Rock and mineral A N�gget weighing .$300.00 
Id�nhfiCabons a r e al�o done was recently picked up by Me­
Without charge_ at. all offtces. . Donald on Wagner Creek. It is 

Pers.ons. wishi!lg to obtam said to be a beauty. 
geologic mformat10n of a gen- Thomas Gilmore of W a I <.1 o 
�ral or specific nature �ill find came in to see us on Saturday 
It he!pful t? call at enher ot last. He reports the miners in 
the field offtces or the Portland that section preparing to clean 
office of the department. Ar- up. 
rangements can also be made 
(more easily during the off 
field season) to have depart­
ment geologists examine y o u r 
prospect or mine in order to 

$3,200 Nugget 
Found in 1854 
In Althouse 
1885 Courier 
From Althouse 

On the claim of Chas. Felt 
and George Gleason, known as 
the "Old Sling Claim," a nug­
get of gold was recently picked 
up which weighed seventeen 

Rich 
Loses 

Mine; 
Mind 

The Courier: 
May 29, 1885 

Mr. H. P. McNevens, the ex­
pert on the Big Yank Ledge at 
Galice Creek, was brought to 
this place yesterday in an in­
sane condition. The mine is a 
grand paying property, and· it 
is reported that his being in­
terested in it has caused him 
to become deranged. He has a 
large force of men at work there 
and the developments are such 
as to surprise the most sanguine. 

ounces. On the same claim in BEAR AND ELK HUNT the year 1854, one weighing 
nearly $3,200 was found. A few The Courier 
weeks ago a Chinaman on the Aug. 27, 1886 
claim immediately above found A. S. Barnes and Mr. Asher, 
a nugget weighing fourteen of Lucky Queen precinct, gave 
ounces. The ground in t h i s  this office a call on Tuesday. 
vicinity is noted for its great They have just returned from a 
richness, and is quite extensive, pleasure trip in the mountains 
and also for the large nuggets in the vicinity of Galice creek 
found. There is scarcely any and report having killed t w o 
fine gold in this vicinity. elk and some bears besides 
Oregon Observer some smaller game.· That must 
August 29, 1903 be delightful sport. 

GREENBACK MINE I adit in altered greenstone that One anomaly between the north 
. contains disseminations a n  d and south workings has b ee n The 10 ton . ball mill at the fracture coatings of cinnabar. drilled during the winer of 1964 Greenback Mme can. o�ten be and spring of 1965. The drilling heard these days grmdmg o�e OAK MINE indicates a massive brecciated from the outc.rop of the ma�n BEING EXPLORED sulfide zone from 88' and still Greenb�ck vem. The gold IS 0 k M. I f G t present where the drilling ceaS·· caught m the form of amalgam Pas� und�: t�e

c., 
d�ectio�an

�� ed at 127'. The drilling was and . co�centrates. Some of the Lloyd E. Frizzell, local consult- done by Bob Shannon, Grants �re IS .nch enough to s�10w free ing geologist, is presently ex- Pass driller, supervised by bold :VISable to the unaided eye . I . th 0 k M' Th . Lloyd Frizzell local consulting It Is hoped that a more fav- P ormg e a me. e mme . • 
orable climate for gold produc- IS north of Grants :fass near geologist. 
t. ·11 h · Jump-Off-Joe Creek m sec. 4, --
100 WI . see t e operatiOn ex- T 35 C R 5 W F . ll 'th RED DEVIL CINNABAR panded m the near future. · ·• · · nzze �I 

__ Bob Shannon, Ernest McTim· Vern Shangle and Ed Pease o£ 
BUNKER HILL MINE monds, and Francis Adams have Medford have recently taken an 

The portal of the lower tun- I 
reconditioned the road! ope�ed option on the Red Devil Cinn�­

nel at the Bunker Hill Mine has up 60 feet of caved. adit, retun� b�r prospe�t. The Red Devil, 
been retimbered and several bered the portal, ms!alle_d 40u disc�vered m 1963 by Everett 
hundred feet of track laid. feet of t�ack, and p�t .m a1r and �cT1mmonds of Grants. Pass, 
This work has been done in water hnes f?r dnllmg. T h e IS nea� the head of Diamond 
preparation for extending t h e  present workmgs ha':'e been Creek m . sees. 8 & 9,  T. 41 S:, 
tunnel far enough to intersect all!pled and prep�rahons are R. �0 . JUst north of the Call­
the high grade ore chutes found bemg . made to raise 122 feet forma border. 
in the upper workings. �ollowmg an o.re shoot exposed Lloy� �Irzzell _ has .con�ucted 

m the south dnft near the cross- a prehmmary mvestlgat10n of 
BENTON MINE cut adit. Frizzell says there are bulldozer trenching and shallow 

A test run of several tons of four known ore sh?o.ts and he drill holes. Sampling of the 
ore from a newly discovered hopes to prove suffic!ent ore _to trenches and drill hol�s sh?ws 
outcrop of ore on the Benton �evelop a .small prof!ta�le mm- l?w grade cinna.bar mmerahza­
Mine is being run through the I�g operatJ�n. Th� ore I� rna�- bon over a considerable area. 
Greenback MilL The ore shows S!Ve and f�ne-gramed . d.IssemJ-
good sulfide mineralization and nated .sulf1des,. consisting . of VALLANDIGHAM MILL 

some of it shows a consider- sphalente! pynte, pyrrhotite, Dave Vallandigham has recent­
able amount of free gold. Most chalcop�nte, and son:e galena. ly completed constructing a 
of the gold at the Benton Mine �he mam values �re Ill copp�r. small gold concentraton mill 
is locked in the sulfides and had zmc, gold, an<_) sliver. Earher situated near his home on Pow­
to be recovered by the cyanide Bureau of Mmes tests show ell Creek west of Provolt. He is 
process that the ore can be concentrat- milling gold ore from his Dark 
DOODLEBUG QUICKSILVER ed by selective flotation. Canyon mine. Mill equipment 

Joe Inman and Joe Fitzpat- TURNER-ALBRIGHT includes a 8 x 15 primary jaw 
rick, veteran placer miners, EXPLORATION: crusher, 25-ton ball mill, clark 
have teamed up with Chauncey The Turner-Albright M i n e cone, sand classifier, a four-cell 
Florey of Medford and are southwest of Grants Pass has Denver flotation unit, and a 15-
working the Doodlebug Quick- been explored during 1964 and foot Wilfley concentration table. 
silver at the head of Bailey 1965. In 1964, the McPhar Geo- He has been working ore from 
Gulch off Palmer Creek in physics, Ltd., Company m a de the dump and is preparing to 
Jackson County. Ore is coming an Induced Polarity study of mine new ore in the near 
from an open cut and a lower several gossan-covered� areas. future. 

VERN POLK AND FAMILY display a erystal-enc_rusted bucket found in an old gold mine 
tunnel in Josephine County, in the Sucker Creek region. The bucket was part of the mining 
and ore display in Sourdough Gulch, 

� --� �� - -0�-----� '1 
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Old Mine Cabins Disappearing 
By JACK HAWKINS I carried away. The cabins that 
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Who Are 

Jos. County 

Sourdoughs 
The Josephine County Sour­

doughs is an organization of per­
sons interested in the develop­
ment of the mineral potential of 
Southwestern Oregon. Some of 
the members are prospectors 
and miners. Some are business 
men who can remember the im­
portant part that mining played 
in the development of this sec­
tion of the country when the 
comparative price of gold and 
other minerals was sufficient to 
give an incentive to men to de­
velop the mines of this area. We 
are all looking forward to the 
time when mining will again 
play an important part in the 
economy of this area. 

There are two membership 
classes - active and associate 
members. Active members are 
those who are directly involved 
in mining and pay a yearly fee 
of five dollars; Associate mem­
bers, who do not vote, pay a· $2 
membership fee and are not 
presently engaged in mining. 

Sourdough meetings are held 
the second Tuesday of the slhs, 
the second Tuesday of each 
month at the Community build· 
ing in Grants Pass. 

BRICK CLAY FOUND 
Oregon Observer 
Feb. 23, 1910 

Workmen at Gold Ray a r e 
now engaged in opening up a 
deposit of clay that is to be 
used in the manufacturing of 
brick and pottery and it is said 
that within a short time a ma­
chine with a capacity of one 
hundred thousand bricks p e r 
day will be installed. 

CLAUDE MASTERS 

REGISTERED 

LAND SURVEYOR 

344 Valley View Rd. 

479-1897 

The great flood of 1964, the remain are becoming more 
heavy snow that followed, and and more a rare thing. Only 
the building of new raad::; have one cabin has been built from 
destroyed many cabins on min- scratch in the last three years 
ing claims in the last year. At on a genuine mining claim, and 
least 30 cabins were lost ir. the it is doubtful if there will ever 
flood alone. Many of the esti· be another. 
mated 300 habitable cabins in About half of the cabins in 
Josephine County have be c n existence at this time in t h e: 
damaged to such an extent that County are lived in the year 
no repair can be expected. around. Some of the re�t · are 

The approach to the n e w used during the winter plact·r 
bridge proposed at Hellgate season, some during the sum­
Canyon on the Rogue River was mer pr,nning season, and a few 
responsibile for the removal of are bolted shut by their owner's 
a cabin that had been perched in the hopes of future use. 
high above the river for .many A mining cabin has a value to 
years. This cabin could be seen its owner far above that of mere 
by any traveler to Galice, just roof, walls and floor. No one 
upstream from the present has ever heard a miner belittle · 
bridge and across the river. An- his home. Every cabin built in 
other cabin that no one failed these hills and valleys h?s a 
to notice was upstream another character that can be litero.lly 
quarter mile from the bridge. felt by the discerning observer. 
It had been occupied for years One can not fail to see pride 
prior to the flood, and only the looking out from every window, 
demolished woodshed now re- even if boarded shut. P r i d e 
mains as evidence of a miner's founded on faith, hope, hard 
home. labor and a . glorious independ-

Downstream from the bridge, ence. 
and again across the river from One has only to go around 
the road can be seen faint signs Eight Dollar Mountain a n d 
of several homes that the flood across the Illinois to Josephine 

Granniels 
lye Soap 

By WILDA TEAGUE 

How well I remember watch· 
ing my grandmother stir the 
boiling soap in a large iron pot 
on a fire in the back yard. She 
said it must be stirred or the 
grease would separate from the 
lye and water. 

If we children romped around 
she would say, "You younguns 
stay away from this pot or you 
will get burned to death." 

When I gathered enough cou•­
age I would inch up closer and 
meekly ask, "Grannie, please 
can I stir it awhile?," but a!'i 
usual she would shoo me away. 
Then sister Mary would try her 
luck and ask, Grannie what did 
you put in it to make soap?" 
She would become so absorbed 
in explaining the process of 
soap making she would forget 
we were getting closer all the 
time where we could watch the 
concoction boil. She would te!l 
us how she saved all the ex­
tra grease and when she need­
ed soap, she wold put 5% pints 
of grease to 3 pints of water 
and 1 can of lye - She added 
a cup of borax to make it whit­
er and about an oz. of oil of 
sassafras for scent. When it 
cooled down she would pour it 
into a shallow box and let it 
set overnight then the fun be­
gan - we children could cut the 
cold soap into bars. 

Creek to get the flavor of the 
miner's way of life. Never was 
the air so pure, nor the creek 
so crystal clear. Drive to the 
end of the road, along the sev­
eral creeks to the very foot of 
the mountain. You are welcome 
to look at the remains of cab­
ins that are obviously abandon­
ed but be careful not to destroy 
the slightest thing. If t h e r e 
are warning signs beware, and 
continue on to another. If there 
are signs of habitation �1Ve a 
loud "hello" and probably a 
miner will come up from the 
creek to pass the time of day. 

There are cabins in the unlike­
liest places. There is a �abin 
on Triller Lane, another c n e 
right alongside New Hope Road. 
There are cabins on Grave 
Creek, Wolf Creek, Coyote 
Creek, Sucker Creek. There are 
many cabins scattered along 
Althouse Creek on the way to, 
and beyond Browntown. There 
are probably a greater number 
of cabins on the 25 mile stretch 
down the Illinois below Selma 
than anywhere else in the coun­
ty. There is a cabin within a 
quarter mile of the foot of 
Hayes Hill. Don't bother to 
drive down Snailback Creek to 
the Illinois. That cabin was..fles­
troyed by the recent flood, as 
were several more upstream all 
the way to the mouth of Jose­
phine Creek. 

One Cabin that can only be 
reached by trail was assembled 
by its owner in town out of 
light metal. It was then taken 
apart piece by piece and pack­
ed in by burro and reassembled 
at the mining claim site. Many 
of the cabins are made ot logs. 
Many are made of poles and 

Yamaha Sports Cent er 
split cedar shakes. Some of the 
larger ones are made of logs 
that have been squared with an 
adze or broadaxe. All of these 
buildings are very precious to 
their owners who are the friend­
liest people you will ever find. 
One only needs to drive until 
he meets a miner, ask him 
about his cabin and others, and 
he will hold in his memory his­
tory that soon will be a thing 
of the past. Shakespeare felt 
the same way about his bones 
as the true miner feels about 

Fun for Everyone 

. Sales and Service 
NEW & U SED 

480 Redwood Avenue Grants Pass 
\ 

99 MARKET 

1454 N.W. SIXTH 

Open 7 Days a Week 

"OPEN TIL MIDNITE" 

the timbers of his home when 
he wrote in his epitaph "bless­
e..: be ye who spares these bones, 
(timbers) and cursed be ye who 
moves these stones." 

GOLD OUTPUT 
Oregon Observer 
Feb. 2, 1910 

The estimate of the mint indi­
cate a gold output in Oregon in 
1909 of $712,900 against $905,900 
in 1908, and a silver production 
of 71,100 fine ounces in 1909, 
against 56,100 fine ounces in 
1908. 

A TYPICAL MINER'S CABIN 

M IYAKOS 
Japanese - American Dishes 

PACIFIC AT HAWTHORN 

SAN DIEGO 
1000 Miles South On Highway 101 

C&D STORE 

= 

Merlin, Oregon 
.PHONE 476-3831 

Fresh 
Col·d 

Meats 
Drinks 

Fishing Tackle 
Gas, Oil 

"We Give S & H Green Stamps" 

JOSEPHINE COU NTY 
TITLE CO. 

* 
* 
* 

Escrows 

Abstracts 

Title Insu rance 

SERVING JOSEPHINE, JACKSON 

AND LANE COUNTIES 

Across from the Court House 

507 N.E. Sixth Street Telephone 47 6-6884 
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EVents of Early Gold "'Mii\ihg Days 
WILLIAMS CREEK MINERS on the point of abandoning the horses could not hold the car-
REPORTED DOING WELL quist in dispair when fate ad- riage and began to run. throw-
The Sentinel . ministered the last crushing ing out Mr. Clement and h i s 
Jacksonville, Feb., 12, 1859 blow. friend bruising and cutting him 
Mines on Williams Creek They were overtaken by a up. Mr. Clement thinks he has 

We learn from a correspond- terrible storm, in which Flower broken one of the small bones 
ent that the miners on this creek was drowned. Martin, w e a k in his foot. 
are doing extremely well as a though he was, set to work to ------
general thing. The diggins are dig his fallen comrade's grave Winter flood paying from $10.00 to $20.00 per at the foot of a tree and had dug 
day to the hand and there is now down barely two feet when his Hits Galice,· plenty of water to work them. spade struck it hard unyielding 
Mr. Kendall & Co. took out on substance, which to his amaze- Oregon Observer 
the 27th one piece that weighed ment and delight, proved to be Dec. 2, 1899 
$15.00 and $26.00 in fine gold an enormous nugget, the largest Old Rogue River is on a tear, 
in one claim they were pro- ever found on the American and the rain still increasing his 
specting and many more pro- continent. The "Olive Martin fury. The creeks are booming 
spects have been struck that Chunk," as it came to be known and unfordable. As there are 
will pay full as well. Our Cor- the whole world over weighed no bridges over Taylor or Galice 
respondent thinks that claims 151 pounds and 6 ounces a n  d creeks, our stage cannot g e t 
will average from $8.00 to $10.- was the nucleus of a fortune of here tomorrow, so if we get any 
00 per day for all work done. a million dollars which Mar- mail it will have to come 
On this creek where these dig- tin accumulated in later years- afoot-back, or follow the river 
gings are being worked no pro- Cassell's Saturday Journal down on the other side and 
specting · had been done until cross in a big boat at the Post 
last fall. There are new 200 NEW CRUSHER ARRIVES Office. Some experts came do�n 
men on the creek and ditches The Courier yesterday to look at the Big 
are being br,ought in to supply Aug. 20, 1886 Yank and had t? cross the riv�r 
mines with water during the Among the freight received in here and foot. It up to M�rlm 
dry season. this city Wednesday via. t h e on the other Side this mornmg. 
OLIVER MARTIN NUGGET 
LARGEST OF CONTINENT 
Oregon Observer 
Nov. 9, 1910 
Story of the 

Oregon Pacific railroad was a 
quartz crusher consigned to J .  BIG STR

.
IKE CLAIMED 

Riddle at Grants Pass. It was a The Couner 
new variety of quartz mill, re- Sept. 17, 1886 

VETERAN MINER DJES; 
CASKET TOO SMALL 

Oregon Observer 
Feb. 23, 1910 

George Rhoten, one of t h e 
veteran mining men of Southern 
Oregon, died last week at his 
home on Kane's creek. The un­
dertaker at Gold Hill did not 
has a casket large enough for 

I his remains, he being six feet 
six inches tall. He was one of 
a family of six, all over six feet 
tall and all miners. They are 
what is known as pocket hunt­
ers and have ;n their time taken 
out some very large pockets 
four years ago it being claimed 
that they took out one p.ocket 
in the neighborhood of $75,000. 

BARRETT'S STATIONERY 

MAPS - MINING FORMS 

SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS 

425 S.E. 6th Street Grants Pass 

HENDE R SO N  
COMPLETE 

Radiator S ervic e 
"Don't Let a Drip Ruin Your Trip'' 

205 E. PARK ST. Phone 47 6-3462 

Of all the romantic stories 
told of gold discoveries in Cali­
fornia not one is more remark­
able than that of which Oliver 
months Martin and a compani­
on named Flower had been pro­
specting for gold to no purpose. 
Worn out by hardships and half 
dead from starvation, they were 

sembling very much a mam- Galesville, Sept. 14, 1886 . 
moth Missouri steam washer. It Mr. Marsh�ll, Dear Sir: r I 
consisted of a large hollow have a surp�1se for you. ¥. e 
wheel with a 400 lb. roller in- �ade the biggest strike l�st 
side, which takes the place of mgh.t .that has .been made on Lhe 
the stamp in the ordinary quartz Pacific Coast m the last twenty �========����������===� 
mill. There is much activity in y�ars. The second blast la8t 
Southern Oregon mining at mght broke and threw out up-
present, and there is reason to wards �f �even thousand dollars. 
believe that many industries of J.ack, It IS a fact, .some of the 
that region are yet in their in- nbbon r?ck tha.t IS from o�e 
fancy at four mches IS almost solid · gold. Rube starts for Portland PATS RUN-AWAY HORSES CAUSE tonight and will come see you 
SERIOUS ACCIDENT before starting for Europe. Look 

SPORT CENTER 
100 Yard 

Indoor Rifle Range 

HUNTING, FISHING, 
RELOADING 

CHRONOGRAPH SERVICE 
OPPOSITE FAIRGROUNDS 

ON UNION 

Oregon Observer 
Dec. 9,1889 
Mining News 

Victor M. Clement, of S a  I t 
Lake City, who is here in the 
interest of Utah capitalists to 
examine the St. Peters mine 
near the Greenback mine, met 
with a serious accident on his 
way out to the mine. While de­
cending Grave creek hill, the 

South er n  Or egon 
Rubb er Co., I nc. 

1377 Redwood Ave. - Grants Pass 
Rollers and Specialty 'Items for 

lnodustriai,Application 

Also Complete Line of 
B. E.-J. Dick Seamless Belting. 

Open & Closed Cell Foam Rubber 
Area Code 503, Phone 479-3396 

Oregon Title 
Insurance Co. 

JOSEPHINE COUNTY BRANCH 

BORDER TO BORDER 

LAND TITLE SERVICE 

Telephone 4 76-6891 

324 N.W. Sixth P.O. Box 187 
GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97526 

out in the Oregonian in two or 
three days.-John Cayle. 
SOUTHERN OREGON 
PRINT SHOPS PRAISED 
The Courier 
March 9, 1906 

Quotation from W. J. Wimer's 
Historical Sketch of Grant P P.SS 

"The Mining Journal publish­
ed by the M. J. Publishing Co., 
Arthur Conklin, editor is a zeal­
ous friend to the miner and has 
been established about 9 years. 
The Courier, Observer and Min· 
ing Journal ali have job print­
ing and book binding n(ants 
complete and their press rooms 
are full of the latest appliances 
in the art preservative. 
BIG SILVER VEIN 
TheCourier 
Aug. 27, 1886 

Jacob Miller has returned to 
this place bringing with h i m 
som-e very fine silver ore which 
has been assayed and gave en­
tire satisfaction. The ledge is 
sixty feet wide. This ledge is six 
hundred feet of the Yank ledge 
on Rock creek. Mr. Miller has 
known of it for a long time, and 
says dryly that it will make a 
mining camp of this section 
such as it never dreamed of. 
The native silver is to be seen 
all through the rock. We of 
Josephine, are prepared for all 
the prosperity that may be in 
store for us and have confidence 
to believe in its coming ere long. 

From the Oregon Observer 
August 17, 1895 

The Coos Bay stage enroute 
from Myrtle Point to Roseburg 
August 14 was stopped on Cam· 
as mountain by a lone highway­
man. Three men and one wom, 
en were passengers and the 
men were forced to contribut�. 
Although two men had several 
hundred dollars each they suc­
ceeded in hiding all but a few 
dollars. The robber, although 
wearing a mask revealing only 
his eyes, was recognized by the 
driver as a highwayman who 
had previously held up the �----------------------: stage. 

- -�- - -

MT. SEXTON 

TRADING PO ST 
16 Miles North of Grants Pass on Hwy. 99 

CAFE, GROCERIES, GAS 

in Sunny Valley, Oregon 

"The famous Old Grave Creek Mining District" 

BOB and MAXINE TRADER 

ENJOY YOURSELF AT 

JOSEPHINE COUNTY FAIR 
Then Stake Your Claim To A 
NEW CA R 

GRANTS PASS NEW CAR DEALERS 
MOCK FORD SALES 

Galaxie - Thunderbird - Mustang - Falcon 

MARTIN STUDEBAKER 
Studebaker - Mercedes-Benz: - Datsun - Volvo 

WHEELER MOTORS, Inc.-
Rambler - Toyota 

MENASCO MOTORS 
Cadillac - Buick - Pontiac - Oldsmobile - GMC 

H & H MOTORS 
Lincoln - Mercury - Jeep 

CHARLES H. RETZLOFF DODGE 
Dodge - Dart 

KELT CHEVROLET 
Chervolet - Chevelle - Chevy II - Corvoir 

TRAHERN MOTORS, Inc. 
Chrysler - Plymouth - Valiant 

YOU CAN BUY A BETTER USED CAR 
FROM YOUR NEW CAR DEALER 

I, 
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Pope1s Saw Shop 
Home of Homelite 

e CHAIN SAWS 
e GENERATORS 
e VIBRATORS 
e MOWERS 
e PUMPS 

850 ROGUE RIVER HIGHWAY 

Telephone 476�5413 

Inn 

SEE- DON D. ERICKSON -MEL LEGLER 

STR OUT R EALTY 
COAST - TO - COAST 

/ 

R•gitserecl Profession.ol Lo11cl 

Surveyor for Oregon 

Marvin C. Ramsey 

724 N.E. Madrone St. 
Gra·nts Pass, Oregon 
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JOSEPHINE COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Visit the Kerbyvi lie Museum 

JOSEPHINE COUNTY 
SHOWING GOLD LOCATIONS 

Amateur panners are wei-

* come to pan in these loca-

tions, unless posted. 

Please respect private 

property. 
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Old Galice District 

Home Made Pies 
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Events of Early Gold Mining Days 
LOST CABIN MINE 
IN JOSEPHINE COUNTY 

mountains separated by strenms FRENCHMAN'S LOST LEDGE 1 made a discovery on Josephine 
flowing west . and south they creek, while coming over the 
came across a large district of Oregon Observer: mountains by pack pony from Four men, David Rich, E. L. serpentine. Here in a deep an1 Grants Pass, Oregon Crescent City in April, 1852. He Stove!, Horace Wright an d heavily timbered gulch, w11ich Saturday, February 21• 1903 stopped to take a drink of water Walter Karth left Benicia in put into a stream flowing south, lUch discov-ery in Gold King from the creek and while so do­April, 1850 to prospect t h e was the first gold discovery of Group thought to be the re- ing was attracted by the glitter · mountainous country lying north the party, and here was built discovery of long sought trea- of gold from the bed of t h e  and west of the Sacramento the "Lost Cabin," which so far sure stream. He gathered up a River. Each was provided with has refused to be found. The 

· . . quantity of fragments of float two good pack horses, plenty of party mined here for about two A sensational gold stnke has quartz that were rich in gold, firearms, ammunition a n  d a months and took out a large just been made in the G o I d but was driven from the spot goodly supply of provisions . The amount of money. An Indian King group of quarfz claims, by a band of hostile Indians be­diggins at Benicia were good who was seen one evening by located on Josephine Creek, �ore h� could �ak� a thoroug:h 
and many were taking out large one of the party tracking a . mspectwn of his fmd. In his 
fortunes, but these men w e re d d d 1 th ._.. f Western Josephme County, the haste he neglected to take a woun e eer a ong e Sll:e o . · · d' t · t f th not satisfied. Love of adventure, the hill, which had just passed, piOneer mmmg 1� nc o e mental inventory of the ground 

fore his death, Lewis Belfills 
searched from end to end of 
Josephine creek and completely 
over the hills of Waldo County, 
but never again could he find 
even a trace of the treasure 
that he was given a glimpse of 
in the early days. 

The Frenchman contended to 
his dying day that sometime the 
"Frenchman's L o s  t Ledge" 
would be found and that it 
would"' astonish the whole miner­
al west by its richness. Mr. 
Marks believes, at least he 
hopes, that he has found the 
long - looked for Frenchman's 
Lost Ledge. coupled with a desire to make discovered the camp and fled state. The Gold Kmg group of and was �ever able to locate the 

a big discovery and create a up the mountain. Two days af- claims was recently bonded to �pot agam. !n after yea_rs, and 
rush to some new Eldorado, led terwards the camp_ was sur- M. Marks, a Seattle mining m fact up hll a short hme be­
them to push out into the great rou�ded by a howlmg band of man. Since taking hold ·of the -;:;::;::;::;::;::;:::::;::;:::;:;,:::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::===:::; unexplored country north, which Indians, so nu_merou� that, es- claims Mr. Marks has given they believed abounded in the c�pe seemed Imposstble. 'I h e  them a thorough and systema­precious metal. The party was SI�ge. was kept up for a week tic development. detained two days by Pitt River, w1th the Indtan force constant-where they were surrounded by ly, increasing. As there appear· In the process of running a 
Indians, whom they kept at bay ed to be no abatement of t h e tunnel he has uncovered a body 
by frequent shots of their long fury of the Idnians, the crowd of ore in which the free gold 
range rifles, and finally con- growing greater every day, it glitters in large grains. T h e 
eluded that the Indians were too was finally resolved to se,..ret rock gives assay returns of from 
cowardly to make a direct at- the gold and take the cllances $100.00 to $1,000.00 per ton in 
t�ck, they brok� camp lill� con- of escape after night. They de· free gold. The ledge is ten feet 
tmued on the1r way Without cided to go down the stream wide and has been traced for 
further molestation. They pass- south and strike the overland a dista�ce of 1200 fe�t up the 
ed around the southern base _of road from the Willamettc to mountam fr�m _Jo�ephme _Cree�. 
Mount Shasta, crossed the Sis- Scaramento. They left camo Mr. Marks IS JUb�ant w1t� his 
kiyous north of the Pilot Rock about 10 o'clock at niaht a n (l good fortune and firmly believes 
and keeping_ near the summi� _of had gone but a short b distance he ha� found the bona_nza . of 
the mountams, left Mount P1tt when they were met with a Josephme Cou�ty. He will give 
at the right and continued north shower of arrows from a nearby the G o I d Kmg a thoro�g� 
to the low divide between thr ambush. Two of the party were development and when sufftcl­
Klamath Country and the Rogue killed and a third so badly in- ently opened up a mill a n d 
River, and having found noth- jured that he could not travel comp.lete eqmpm_ent for t�e 
ing turned down the decline The fourth E. L. Stove! escaped workmg_ of the �me on a b1g 
west and camped for. a f r w unhurt, and made his way to scale will be put m. 
�ays �n the Rogue River, de- Scottsburg, where he took a Old miners here contend that hberatmg as to what to do or boat to San Francisco. Stove! this late strike on Josephine wh�re to go next. Fin�lly they was a lawyer by profession, and creek is �but the re-discovery of decided to cross the nver and a man of much ability. He was a rich ledge that was found and turn west toward the Coast. in San Francisco but a short lost nearly 50 years ago. The They were represented as close time when he was emplo) ed by Frenchman's Lost Ledge w a s obseryers . and me_n of Jll u c h a wealthy friend in the east to the name of the_ find, or at practical mformahon. examine into the status of cer- least that was claimed to be a 

STEVE 
AND 

BILL15 

Pharmacy 
214 N.W. Sixth Phone 476-3562 

GRANTS P ASS, OREGON 

You and your family 
are invi.ted to get the 
facts on United Funds 

as an investment 
$150 to begin ... then $25 a month starts you on a 
systematic plan in the United Funds group of mutual 
funds. For free Booklet-Prospectus giving detailed 
information, write or call • •• The party reported having tain lands in Mexico clahr.et! remarkable, fin� on J�sephine 

passed over much pumice, slag under an old Spanish grant, but c r e e k. Lewis B�lfllls, a 
and volcanic matter down the which claim was denied. While Frenchman, who mmed and 
decline to Rogue River, a n d persuing his researches he con- p�ospected through the _pioneer 
from the river across the rough tracted a fever, from which he diggms. of Oregon �un�g t�e 200 Teel Lone Res. Phone 479-2331 breaks to the west they en- . I d . h' 1 t early days and who dted m Wil- Grants Pass, Oregon 

ROSS HUNTSINGER 

m��red a p���ttic d�rictd�d. t wu mmg m � � l� a�m�e� tt�e�V�a� ll� e! y���o�y�e� a� r�s�a�g� o������������������������� with moraine, breccia and a illness, when he became sahf -
finely-ground composite t h e fied he could not recover, that. 
exact nature of which t h ey he detailed to his attendant, to 
were unable to determine. Far· whom he became much attach-
ther on in a section of rough ed, the route of the party de­
and badly broken up hills and scribed above. 

Ml N ER'S WIVES 
and 

GOLD DIGGERS 

HOUSE OF BEAUTY 
835 N.E. 6th Telep hone .476-6184 

Pieren & Kruesi 
Logging and Mining 

Contractors 
-- ·--

JEEP TRAILS AND 

LOGGING ROADS 

LEVELl NG FOR HOMESITES 

KRUES I: 476-4827 

PIEREN: 476-2569 

NEW 
more 
power 
more 
room '66 

NEW DATSUN PICKUP-redesigned from the ground up. Powerful new 

1300 cc engine, 4-speed stick, new alternator, more ca� and load room ••• 
longer overall-wider-heavier-more rugged. There's noth1�g on the market 

like DATSUN for real economy, performan�e, dependability, and pay�oad 

capacity up to 2000 lbs. Deliv
_
e

_
rs loaded w1th extras-heater, WSW t1res, 

vinyl interior, �orslon·bar stabilizer, and manymore. 

$1725_del. 

Robert C. Martin 
"Your Friendly Dealer Since 1913" 1 1881 N.E. 6th St. Phone 476-448 



Gold May Be Found in 
Most So. Oregon Streams 

By ROLAND PRIESTLY There are very few sports that 
Raw gold can be panned in ?ffer so mu�h satisfaction and 

1 n of the Souther Ore- JUSt pure en]oyme�t of t h e out near Y a Y . of doors as pannmg for gold. gon all year streams, tnbutary The past days of having a full 
to the Rogue and ·Applegate string of gold in your pan is 
Rivers. not over. The richer ground 

The floods of this- past year that was prevalent then is not 
have opened many new fields as profuse now. 
of raw land to the delight of Like anything else that is 
the avid panner. worth an effort the joys of pan-

It is a great pleasure and ning cannot be had without a 
surprise to the panner ·to see good applicaton of muscle. 
the results of his efforts show in The dirt is still shoveled by 
the pan as real gold. The art hand into the pan. But if you 
of panning is not hard to learn. enjoy cooling your feet in a 

A few minutes of instruction clear mountain stream while 
plus the willingness to make an you "Pan", the joys of the out­
effort is all that is needed. doors are yours for the asking. 

Smallest Indian Reservation h 
Indian Mary Park Now Called 

MINERS WARNED TO 

WATCH FOR PLATINUM 

Oregon Observer 
Dec. 9, 1899 
Mining News 

C. 0. Baker Jr. of Baker and 
Son New York, one of the lead­
ing platinum dealers in t h e  
world spent Tuesday in the Pass 
with W. P. Wright & Son, their 
agent, making arrangements to 
buy the platinum of Southern 
Oregon. At present platinum is 
selling for $13 per oz. which is 
the highest point it has e v e r 
reached. Like all mineral pro­
ducts, platinum has m a d e  
great advance going from $7 to 
$13 an oz. Messrs. Baker & Son 
annually purchase 50,000 oz. of 
which over 95 per cent comes 
direct from the Ural mountains, 
Russia. It should be borne in 
mind by the olacer miner that 
platinum can be made a valu-
able by-product worth as much 
as gold. So many of the miners 
do not know platinum. A sam­
ple of their sands carefully 

By LOUIS GARRISON created." It was considered a panned down and sent to W. P. 
Wright & Son will give them the 
requisite information. Indian Mary was the daughter valuable· property. 

of Umpqua Joe and his wife. It In 1896, Mary, then in h e r 
was Umpqua Joe who gave the 30's rented the reservation and 
alarm that saved the whites with her children, Rosetta about CLAIRE ENGLE SAID from a planned massacre. Mary 7 and Richard 5, a small boy NATURAL GOLD EXEMPT was born soon after that epi- 3 and Lilian 1 came to Grants FROM TREASURY ORDER sode. In recognition of the debt Pass and lived in a quite com-
of gratitude Umpqua Joe was fortable house. As the year& The late Claire Engle, Senator 
permitted to remain in the passed the children were in from California, mine-owner, 
Rogue River valley when the school. They attended the Pres- and longtime champion of the 
other Indians were sent to the byterian church, Sunday school, miner's rights, was the man 
reservation at Siletz. Their and Christian Endeavor, a n d  who discovered and asserted 
home was on a tract on the low- particularly enjoyed the Bible that natural placer gold is ex­
er Rogue river below Hellsgate stories and occasional special exempt from Treasury Order 
bridge. programs in which they took which requires gold to be sold 

Mary was married to Sebert part. People were kind to them, directly to the Mint. The word­
Pica. In a drunken brawl Pico remembering the s e r v i c e  ing of the Order which describ­
and Umpqua Joe fought a duel, Mary's parents had rendered ed "milled and minted gold" 
each one being killed by a bul- the whites. was taken by Engle to mean 
let from the other's gun. T h i s  "smal1est reservation that gold in its natural state, 
MARRIED AGAIN ever created" has become In- not processed , d�d not come 

Mary afterward become the dian Mary Park. It is one of within the mea�g. of the law. 
wife of Indian Joe Peters, who the finest parks in Josephine H_e �sserted this r!g�t so con-
was associated in hunting and County. vmcmgly that now It IS general-
fishing with a German of a cov- ly accepted that gold dust, 
etous nature, who, it was re- RIDDLE NICKEL ORE 

flakes and nuggets can be 
ported made Joe leave the 

E 
bought and sold freely as any 

country and he became owner 8 lNG TESTED IN 1899 other commodity. 
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THAR'S GOLD YET IN THEM THAR HILLS! 

* * * * * * * 

"Where Big Savings Happen" 

Builders Emporium 

Garden Center 

* 

& 

1290 Redwood Ave. Phone 476-7223 

Redwood Supply Co. 
MEL LEONARD, OWNER 

Troian Powder & Blasting Supplies 

Roebling Wire Rope 

Skookum Blocks and Rigging 

ESCO Rigging ' 

Drill Steel and Bits 

Fire Tools, and Equipment 
-- ·--

Expert Rigging Service 

We Install Eyes and Ferrules with our 

500-T�n ESCO Press while you are 

having a cup of coffee. 

574 N.E. "F" Street - Telephone 476-2253 

of the home and Mary. Oregon Observer 
---------------·---

In 1885 the government of the Dec. 2, 1899 
United S t a t e s gave Mary George K. Quine is in this 
a grant to the home she had city from Riddle. He is now en- -
occupied on Rogue river and gaged in hauling nickel ore 
the tract was known as t h e from the mines to the station 
"smallest reservation e v e r .for shipment east to be tested. 

CAPP'S PUMP SHOP 
SERVICE 

1349 Redwood Avenue Phone 476-7324 

BERMUD.A 
RO CK 

The Decorative Rock 
-- · --

The White Beauty of Bermuda Rock 

Will Enhance Your Home Too 

e WALKWAYS 

e PATIOS 

e ROOFING 

-- · --
e BORDERS 

e STEPPING STONES 

e DRIVEWAYS 

AVAILABLE AT YOUR DEALER / 

YOU STRIKE· 

PAY D IRT 
When You Read 

THE 

Grants Pass 
News • • • 

THE COURIER excels in variety and 
thoroughness of both national and 
focal news coverage, in p_ictures and 
in the most complete news coverage 
of the greater Grants Pass area. 

Classified • • • 

THE COURIER excels in classified 
advertising offering the most varied 
assortment imaginable of services 
real estate, business opportunities, 
jobs and merchandise of all types 
for sale. 

Daily Courier 
Display Advertising . • • 

THE COURIER excels in giving its 
advertisers a receptive audiehce of 
some 27,000 every evening . • • 
with advertising that awaits their 
time and convenience ... made at­
tractive with artwork, photographs 
and complete details. 
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Josephine _ County 
First Gold Mining 
Site in Oregon 

The first gold mining in Ore- until its closure in 1942 -closed 
gon was that done in July 1850 by War Production Board Order 
by a party of prospectors from L-208, which ordered all non­
Illinois at the mouth of Jose- essential mining closed down. 
phine Creek, so named by them Gold mining was then consid­
for a small girl with the party. ered non-essential. · 
The Althouse brothers, f o r The records of the U.S. 
whom the Althouse district was Mint, are not always an accur­
named, were in this group. ate yardstick of Gold produc-

Were the 
Descendants 

'Gallease' Ind ians 
of Welsh Group? 

Galice appears o n  the ear y creek spoke a n  exceedingly m­
maps as "Gallease" an Old En- tricate language unrelated to 
glish name for the Welsh, and their larger neighbors the Chas­
a name given to a fabulous ta Costa and Takelmas. 0 n e 
tribe of lost Indians. disturbing feature of the Ian-

Now, one of the most persis- guage was the infixing of "tun" 
tent legends about the early or "tun-tun" in the middle of 
settlement of North America a word evidently at random. 
centers around a Welsh prince, From this the natives were of­
Maidoc, who left Wales with · a ten called "Tootenies" or "Toon­
large party of adventurers in toonies." 
a fleet of  ships sometime in the Although no record of it 11th century. Legend has it that exists, it is quite possible that these people settled in North some early visitor dubbed them America and became assimilat- "the Gallease," perhaps recall­ed into the native Indian tribes. ing Lt. Whitehorse's descrip-After the American revolu- tion of his encounter with an­tion - and the cession of the other tribe : "They might well Northwest territories to the new be the Welsh for they speak United States, the legend had with such a burr upon their 

The Courier 
June 25, 1886 
From Missouri Flat 

P. Buckhalter has just clean­
ed up after a three months run. 
His mines paid him $103.00 per 
month. Good work and good pay. 
Peter 

COMPTON$ 
FLYING ''A" 

6th and G St. Soon after a party of sailers, tion,_ since much �old has been 
reputedly deserters from a ship retamed by the fmders, much 
at Crescent Bay 'located gold has bee!l kept as specimen and 
gravels on the Illinois River and show �Ieces1 some has been 
started the Sailors Diggins made mto Jewelry, and a lot 
camp. One strange legend of of it was used in its natural 
this site is that as they dug state for e_xchange and often 
into the gravel they uncovered hoarded. Mmt records, howey­
white man's tools - especially er, show nearly seventeen mil­
a shovel - left many years be- lion dollars produced in the 
fore. State of Oregon from 184� . to 

a popular revival in England - tongues." · 
no doubt sponsored by those �;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::; who were still trying to re-es-

The big strikes near Jackson- 18�2 - at the _then prevallmg 
ville in December 1851 were the pnce of ��ld this represents an 
ones, however, which brought even milhon Troy . oun�es of 
the first real gold rush to Ore- pure gold. The followmg �txteen 
gon _ coinciding with the fact years the record production for 
that the richer grounds in Cali- Southwestern Oregon_ was $5,­
fornia had all been taken up 800,000, and the penod f r o m  
and some even worked out. Be- 1900 to 1912 - $5,500,000 near­
fore long mining towns had ly, the peak year of 1906 Pro­
sprung up over Southern Ore- duced $60�,000. Gold _Production 
gon : Jacksonville, Buncom, then declme� steadily exc�pt 
Phoenix Allentown w i 1 1  0 w for a small mcrease followmg 
Springs,' Browntow'n, Waldo, World War I .  . 

tablish English ownership of the 
territory. 

One learned Society in London 
posted a reward of twenty 
thousand pounds (about $120,-
000) for the discovery of the 
descendants of the Gallease, 
who it was reasoned, could be 
identified by the remnants of 
Welsh speech they would retain. 

Lewis and Clark were w e 1 1 
aware of the legend and once 
hearing of a tribe who spoke 
a strange tongue - dispatched 
Lt. Whitehorse to investigate. 
So it was - there are dozens 
of stories among the early ex-
plorers who almost found the 
ancient Gallease. 

Now, the Indians of Galice and Kerbyville. The first miners �n January 1934 t�e M t nt 
to work these fabulously rich pnce of gold ":as ratsed from 
placers were impatient for rich $20 to $35 per fme _oun_ce by an tary service, and material 
rewards and often abandoned Act o! Congress. �!th Improved shortages crippled many opera­
a claim as soon as the gravel machmer_y . and mmmg methods, tions. The War Production 
dropped in its yield of gold, �ore efN.�Ient dred�es �md the Board Order classifying g o 1 d 
moving rapidly to any reported htgher pnc� prod�ctton mcreas- mining as non-essential and or-
new strike. Intent upon working ed dramatically m _Southwest- dering closure of the mines was 
only the very richest ground by ern Oregon -:- reachmg a peak a blow from which mining has 
crude hand methods, they were of $1,050,000 m 1940. never recovered. Since t h e n, 
unencumbered and could easily . World War. II effecte_d . a rna- the post-war rise in wages and 
move on and set up again in J?� set-ba�k m gold mmmg ac- prices and the frozen price of 
a new field. hf1ty. �Igher . wages lur�d gold have created a situation 

BARREn'S STATIONERY 
MAPS - MINING FORMS 

425 S.E� 6th Street Grants Past 

JOSEPHINE COUNTY 

TAXPAYERS LEAGUE 

Vote - - Don't Moan 

The earliest miner's councils many_ mmers mto D�fense �- not likely to encourage produc-
� Mpn� �� m�� ���� ��n� . �ey �� m� m� _ti_o_�------------��=====================� 
-embryo governments - were 
Sailors Diggings and Althouse 
in April 1852. These early day 
districts governed by a miner's 
council were the law of the land 
in the absence of any formal 
government. 

By 1854 districts had been 
formed at Gold Hill; Upper Ap­
plegate, Lower Applegate, and 
Galice. The Ashland district 
was organized in 1858, Grave 
Creek, Coyote Creek and Wolf 
Creek followed in 1860. T h e 
Grants Pass district - the first 
of the hard rock miners organ-
izations - as formed in 1863 
at the time the Jewett mine 
on Grants Pass mountain had 
built an 8-stamp mill. 

By the 1870s mining had nec­
essarily settled down to the or­
derly development of the lower 
grade, but widespread placer 
gravels. This required the build­
ig of long ditches and flumes 
for large-scale hydraulic oper­
ations. At this time many Chi­
nese, recently released fr o m  
the Transcontinental railroad, 
were brought in as construc­
tion. laborers. - The Chinese 
usually worked in large gangs, 
or "companies" headed by a 
boss-man manager, but before-
long broke up into small par­
ties who left the construction 
jobs to "work over" the deplet-
ed flacers deserted by th� orig­
ina miners. At this many of 
them were successful, eventual­
ly incurring the jealousy and 
hostility of the white miners. 

Many of the big placers 
reached the peak of activity in 
this period - the largest -the 
Old Channel Mine, near Galice, 
in 1876 was being worked 
around the clock. 

Lode gold ·mining became of 
importance in the 1890's, the 
Greenback in 1897, the Silent 
Friend in 1900 and the Eureka 
and Granite Hill in 1901. The 
Benton Mine, developed in 1911, 
became the biggest producer, 
and was the largest industrial 
employer in Josephine County 

H A U P E R T 
T RACTO R C O M P A N Y  

EQUI PME'NT H EADQUARTERS 
For 

ALLIS-CHALMERS 

WHITE FREIGHT LINER 

WHITE 
AUTOCAR 

CUMMINS 

'LOGGING 

MINING 

Servicemen and parts move fast 

by the Haupert T ractor Co. air­

p lane. Most of the surrounding 

territory can have parts at a 
nearby airport or dropped at the 

job site within one hour after 

the call is received in Medfor�d. 

CONSTRUCTION CALL ONE OF O U R  
SU PE R SALESM EN 

361 0 North Pacific Hwy. Phone 773-5383 
"THE HOUSE OF SERVICE" 

_MEDFORD, OREGON : .. ,.. . 


