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Report To Tt1e Chairman� Subcomrnit·h3e On 
Mines And fVlining, HOLIS9 Corrlrnitte(� Or� 
Interior And h1sular Affairs Of The Ui1ite·d S1(Jtes 
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Mining On National Park 

Serv!ce Lands W'hat Is At Stake? 
Tho I >"fl.ll tii1Pt1t of tilt! I nterior recommended to 
till! C\ltl'iiP:·,·; in 1979 that mining claims on certain 
�·4;ttl•>n.tl l'.trk St!rvice li!nds lJe acquired forenviron
tnPilt<ll ptotf'ction. GAO found that th:;se recom
rrH:tld.tthlll� Wt!rt! IJilSed on vague and misleading 
t!r1'/llllt1flll't1t,il ;md cost datil and, if implemented, 
1'\lldd tt"Htlt in cuc,t:; su bstan tially in exsess of the 
fl>jltll lt·d t'•illflldlfJ'i. 

Ci/1.( > lll'lit•vt::; that tlw Congress should defer any 
Jt.!ion tn o�cquir•! rninin�J claims on these Nation al 
P,p k 'it•rvtr:r: idrtds. (iAO recommends that the 

Dt•J).tt!llil'lll notify tlw Congress that it no longer 
:.upp(ltt·; tllf':,n O.Jt•;tanding recommendations and 
Sllltnut tllfltl! tl!orotJtjl! analysis of the need and 
C(J'.t:; 111 .tt:!lll(rino tiH�so claims. 

G/1.0 .tl:!(l fo11nd that I nterior did not fully analyze 
tht! ''""t'l.tl •arpply irnplicntio:-�s of its recommenda
tion:;. �_;p,.eifically, Interior failed to assess ade
quo�luly lin! pff(!Cts of acquiring the mining claims 
on II 111 lUI. IW!Jrl for the minerals and thE' cost to 
repl<tcP t.ht•t11 frr>rn othor sources. 

rtw f-.J.tlltlll.rl P;1rk �)Nvice now :.ti.tJS that currer,; 
minitHJ rr>�Jiililtiuns have ensured tr"t •nining on 
lt"!'it' fl.it f. i.ltlrl'i i> !H:currinq in· an f,nv<:o,lmentally 
;,r:t:"l• t.1l d.' 1 nanru:r. However, NP'.� 1'.: r:: not con· 
'>d•:r,•tl ,, .. ,., c:r>�tly nwans of ad·.;e·.i:;� thP. same 
r>;·.rtlt·. ll1i·, i� po�rtictrlarly true for IJ83th Valley 
N.tl;tll!,d l\1qtlllltlf!tlt,' an area hi�·orically and cur· 
·••tl!lv tll1jltJrlo�•lt f(}t mineral produccir• ;. 
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Requo't for copies of GAO reports should be 
snnt to: 

U,S, General Accounting Office 
Document Handling and Information 

Snrvices Fncility 
P.O. Oox 6015 
Gaithersburg, Md. 20760 

1'oloplwne (202) 275·6241 

The fir5t fivn .::opies of individual reports are 
free of charue. Additional copies of bound 
audil· topot ts me $3.25 each. Additional 
t?Pios of unbound report (i.e., letter reporhl 
. ·1d most other publications are $1.00 each. 
Thure will be a 15% discount on all orders for 
1 1.)(1 or tniH(: copies mailer! to a single address. 
Sal"'s ord()rs m11st be prepaid on a cash, check, 
N r.wnny orde · basis. Check should be mnde 

. out to tho "Superintendent of Documents". 
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