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Twenty-two years in t h e 
same cabin working the same 
mine on Galice Creek is the 
story of retirement for Bob Pan
cost. An old timer in the min
ing business, Pancost has work-

iner Usin 
• 

p ent 

ed with silver for many years 
but his first love has always 
been gold. 

The old donkey engine that 
he is shown operating above 
was used by Wes Fowler's 

Death Valley Scotty 
Mined Here in 1922 

Scott of Death Valley, spec- Death Valley and return with a 
tacular figure of boom days in load of gold. 
Nevada is tramping the Siski- All attempts to draw him out 
you in Josephine County. regarding his whereabouts since 

Alone, tramping the Siskiyou he was last before the public 
Mountains, with a pack train, eye failed. Scotty admitted hav
a dog and a gun for compan- ing been seriously wounded sev
ions, Death Valley Scotty, one of era! years ago, and is now re
the most spectacular figures gaining full use of one arm. 
in the mining world during the Newspapers at the time carried 
boom days of Nevada, has re- an account of his death in a 
covered from serious wounds California dance hall, following 
suffered several years ago, and the shooting. 
is seeking gol� in this vicinity. Scotty, who is a "dry land" 

While on a trip in the Sucker miner, having learned the game 
Creek district, George S. Bar- in desert country, in 1867, still 
ton, local mining man connect- clings to this method. Water, 
ed with the 'Boswell Mine, re- applied to placer mining, has 
cently encountered the old pros- no attraction for the old timer. 
pector, whom he knew at the He pans as usual, and makes 
height of his_ prosperity nearly assays. That his is not entirely 
15 years ago. Barton refused to unsuccessful is attested by Bar
say where Scotty is prospecting, ton who saw samples of his ore. 
but it was while on the Sucker Men who knew Scotty would 
Creek trip that he ran across at first fail to recognize him. 
him. declared Barton, who says the 

Death Valley Scotty was so prospector now weighs about 160 
named because of his mys- pounds. In the old days Scotty 
terious trips into the famous tipped the scales better than 200 
Death Valley district, f r o m  pounds, but allowing for his so
whence he always returned with journ in the hospital, lost 75 
a large poke of gold, is not a pounds. 
man of middle age, for the old Among many stories is that 
desert rat is to celebrate his of his habit of chartering a 
69th birthday April 3. In spite special train, upon returning 
of his years he has lost none frorr: one of his trips to Death 
of the keeness of eye that caus- Valley, and spending two weeks 
ed men to hesitate before draw- or so at a time in New York, 
ing a gun in the days that are where his extravagance brought 
no more_ forth much comment. He is 

Reticent as to his activities, known to have spent thousands 
Scotty gave out no reason of his ?f dollars in a single �ening 
tramping the- bills, nor why he m Ne_vada towns and . m San 
could be in Josephine County, Francisco: Upon reachmg the 
when the gen�al belief is that �nd ?f h1s .gold , Scotty �ld 
all he has to� do is mak�· one mvanably d1sappear for a -tune, 
of his mysterious trips in t G · (Continued on Page 4) 

grandfather over thirty years 
ago and Pancost estimates that 
it is close to a hundred years 
old and still going s t r o n  g. 
Pancost doesn't claim to be 
that old but says there are a 
good many years of work left 
in both of them. • 

The donkey is used to operate 
a lift which removes the large 
rocks from the placer opera
tion and dumps them in tailings 
piles at the top of the 100 - foot 
wide hole into which he has 
washed material with a giant. 

Even though he must put the 
rocks on the lift it beats carry
ing them to the top by hand as 
the Chinese did, Pancost say-. 

The problem of the mine is 
that the giant cannot operate 

BOB PANCOST examines an old metal reducer fotr 
a small giant, one of the first used in the Galice area. 
Before the adyent of the metal reducers, miners used 
stout, re-inforced leather for the purpose. 

except in the rainy season when The Gold Barr Mine, which 
there is plenty of water, but is the name of the one he 
in one way this works out to be works, is across Galice Creek 
an advantage for it gives him from his cabin and to reach it 
time to be the best gardener in Pancost has rigged up what he 
the Galice area. He raises and calls a Toonerville Trolley-a 
cans all his vegetables a n d  platform suspended f r o m  a 
many fruits, even makrng his cable to sit on and ride across 
own cider on an old hand press. the creek high and dry. 

C. L. GARRISON, past president of Josephine County Sourdoughs, explains the· 
workings of a stnalt rock crusher and sbm� Mill to aft unidet�tified fairgoer. M•. 
Garrison l.uift the c�uaher and- tlte one-stamp -mill was- loaned- to· the Sourdoup -f.,. 
-'ispla,-l.y-Mr. Kerm.M Wiesa, a- local Mi��tet-. 
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HOW TO FIND 
THE SOURDOUGHS 

It won't be easy -because 
the Sourdoughs' regular meet
ing place, the Grants P a s s 
Community Building burned 
down early this summer. But if 
you want to contact an officer, 
ask at the city recreation de
partment. Regular meeting 
night is the second Tuesday of 
each month. We talk mining, 
swap yarns, drink coffee and 
eat donuts. Visitors always wel
come. 

Construction 

Former Calif. Machinist 
Tries Hand at Mining 

Too Many Coins 

Pose Problems . 
A 21-year-old woman of La 

Mesa, Calif. has a unique prob
lem. It's what to do with an 
inheritance with a face value of 
$15,525 that could be worth 
$500,000, but might drop in val
ue to $30,000. 

The woman was bequeathed 
31,050 half-dollars specially 
minted for the 1935 California 
exposition. They are worth $16 
apiece, but if she disposes of 
them all on the market at once, 
the value will sink to one dol-
lar each. 

· 

The coins represent nearly 
one-third of the number minted. 
-American Gold News 

A typical comment in t h e 
spring of 1886 concerning the 
mining town of Waldo: "China
town is full of Chinamen and 
women, and more coming ev
ery day." 

All Types 

Darald Lacy 
A different life for his son undisturbed and to work only The Becks look forward to th�n an 8 hour day in a rna- on the opposite bank of the creek watching their valley increase chme shop, a chance to work out where, an old story has it, a . . . 

Custom Killing, 
Curin.g & Processing 

Wholesale & ·Retail 
Carpenter Work Guaranteed 

Tel. 862-2418 
, of doors, to tackle a new chal- vein of gold was lost in the days m value while the! enJ.oy the 

lenge, to be your own boss - of the Chinese miners. The area freedom and, satisfaction of ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;� the.se were the things �h.at led where the rich vein was sup- their new career in mining 
1930 Redwood Ave. 

Phone 476-5068 
Ovie Beck to the decision to posedly found and then lost is 
move his wife and son, Richard, in the channel of an old stream r;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;��;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; from Sacramento to Wolf Creek and, if gold follows logic, there 

VOTE FOtR 

DEBBS 
POTTS 

and to exchange the world of should be nuggets on the old 
the tool and die maker for that bedrock. 
of a miner -----------

Father and son, above, stand 
by the giant they operated re
cently and will operate again 
at the old Speaker Mine on 
CoyD'te Creek 

Gold< Mining 

In the Thirties Democrat 
Oregon State 

Senator With an eye to future real 
A 

• • 
S estate development, the Beck ChVe In tate 

team has decided to leave the i������������p�a�st�u�re�l�an�d�b�e�h�in�d�th�e�g�ia�n;t When the U.S. advanced the 
price of gold in the e a r I y 
thirties there was a great in-

Pd. Ad. by Potts 

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE 

Nationwide Trailer and Truck Rentals 

Fairgrounds Texaco 
and Wrecker Service 

Horse Trailer Rentals 

cre·a·se in gold mining activities 
throughout the West. 

In Oregon a large number of 
dragline dredges came i n t o 
the state. Several were on the 
tributaries of tpe Rogue River 
in Josephine and Jackson 
counties. 

The high point of production 
came in 1940 when a total of 
56 dredges including dry land 

24-HOU R SERVICE 780 U nioJI Ave. equipment worked in the state. 
In additon, there were 82 py-��P�H�O�N� E�4�7� 9�-5�5�0�1����������G�ra�n�ts�P�os�s,�O�re �. � draulic mines, 10 drift mines, 

- and 44 hand operated properties 
making a total of 192 producing 
placers. Gold production from 

STAN'S 

Arctic Circle Drive Ins 
SOUTH N01RTH 

611 S.E. 7th 1329 N.E. 6th 
Phone 47 6-2234 Phone 47 6-4247 

GRANTS PASS 

olacers in 1940 amounted to 71,-
577 ounces valued at $2,505,000. 

The death blow came in Oc
tober 1942 when War Produc
tion Order L-208 was put into 
el'fect. Gold miners were shut 
down and remained closed anti! 
July 1, 1945 when L-208 was 
rescinded. 

Since that time a few dredges 
and hydraulic operations have 
resumed work-a bare skele
ton of the pre-war industry. In �;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;� early 1948 there were 5 pro

r ducing dredges and 16 hydraulic 
operations. 

PROW INDUSTRIAL 

MACHI:NERY I IN·C. 

* Design 

* Fabricate 

* Install 

1150 ROGUE RIVE:R HIGHWAY 479-2569 

In December of 1899, "quite 
a force" of men were at work 
on the Oregon Bonanza Mine 
on Williams Creek. 

RAY'S 
WESTERN 
SUPPLY 

* 
SOUTH 'Y' 

Pope1s Saw Shop 
Home of Homelite 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

CHAIN SAWS 
GENERATORS 
VIBRATORS 
MOWERS 
PUMPS 

SALES & SEiRVIC.E 

850 Rogue 'River Mighway Tele.phone 476-5413 

See 
All the '68 
DATSUNS
Sed•n, 
W•gon, 
Sport C•rs, 
Pickup 

t1uto Martin 
1881 N. 6th Street • 

Phone 476-4481 � 1BB1 
Immediate De-livery � 



Third Generation Miner. Tries 
His

· 
Luck on Family Claim 

Wes Fowler has returned to on the rocks acts as a natural the overlay loose with the power-the old Antle; Claim on Galice filter which retains the muddy ful stream of water and pushes Creek where he was brought sediment and allows the clear the bedrock material onto a grizfor the first time when he was water to return to the streal!l zly with his cat. From here it just three days old. The mine from which it_wa� �umped. Th1s is washed over the gizzly and the supported the family for many arrangement IS Sirmlar to many gold is trapped in the bottom of years but has been idle since used in the East, Fowler says; the sluice boxes. He has made 1955 when the young man went but seldom seen in the West. groceries and reasonable wages, to the coast to log and remained Fowler uses th� _pump Fowler says, since beginning there for 10 years. He couldn't by which he is st�ndmg m the_ work on the claim and has pickget mining out of his blood, he picture above to bft the water ed up four nuggets worth over admits and when he came home from the stream. He then shoots $100 each. one d�y to find that his wife His wife and two junior high had rented his house and trailer 
Lucky Joe Mine aged children are as enthusiastic to clear the way for a return about the mining life as he is· to mining, he decided the time 

d not one of them would trad� was then or never. . . Opene on their life in the old Bert Pankey Fowler has studied mmmg 
cabin for the easier living in during the ten years he was Jump-Off Joe their four bedroom, two bath-

$100,000,000 
In Gold Still 
In Oregon 

Sourdough Gazette, 1968-3 

News from Gold Hill, Oregon 
in 1886 made mention of de
veloping an iron mine in that 
area. 

Southern Oregon IS m t h e =--�----------
lap of the Gods as far as gold 
is concerned. As a glance at 
this map prepared by the Dept. 
of Geology and Mineral Indus
tries will show. The placer 
mining industry of Oregon is 
over 100 years old and h a s 
been worked in the state up
wards of $100,000,000 in value 
of production, the Department 
of Geology and Mineral Indus-
tries estimates. That much or 
greater gold value remains in 
Oregon's placer gravels can 
hardly be doubted, the depart
ment states so grab your gold 
pan and go' start looking. 

DAVID PROW 

Welding an-d 
Swimmin-g Pool 

Supplies 

85 Fruitdale Drive 
Phone 476-5486 

BARN MARKET . 
Under new management 

G1·oceries - Cold Drinks 

7 days a week - 9 till 8 

2039 Redwood Ave. 

Home-Auto-Boat 

Business-Life-Health 

Gillespie-Johns-on-Stanger 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

403 S.E. 6th St. 
Grants Pass, Ore. 97526 

Phone 479-2666 

"You're Safe and Secure, 

Save Money Too." 

Under the Complete Roof 
of Safeco Insurance 

CIRCLE @ AUCTION co. 

Sale Every Friday 7:00 P.M. 
WE BUY OR S.E'LL ON C.O·NSIGNME.NT 

We Solicit Your Auction- Anywhere 
Any Type 

Phone 476-7235 337 Un.ion Ave. 
Mickey Starr - Nella la·Rese Owners away from it and feels that he 

room modern home in Crescent can make the operation into an Harry McFarland has opened City. L-----------------------efficient year round business _by his Lucky Joe Mine in t h e installing a series of settlmg Jump-Off Joe mining district. basins in the hollows created It is an open pit and hydraulic by the piles of moss covered operation. rocks that were hand lifted out Different ores are being exof the stream bed by the old tracted but the basic metal is prospectors and Chinese mine Ia- gold. The gold is showing in a borers. A minimum of cat work with a serpentine contact. Manmakes the basins ready to hold ganese is quite prevalent and the runoff water from the placer has discolored some of t h e operation and the mossy growth rough pocket type gold. 
The water supply is from a 

Edwin C. Smith, Inc. 
Land Manageme-nt 

Consultant 

Stumpage, Timber, Road 
and Logging Appraisals 

P.O. Box 32'7 
Phone 476-6209 

network of ditches that con
verge in a catch basin behind 
a dam. Through a syste� of 
gates the water is made to 
flow through 650 feet of line with 
a 100 foot drop to feed his No. 
1 and No. 2 giants. 

The hydraulic area is not yet 
down to bedrock. Indications are 
the nuggets increase in siz7 �t 
greater depths. The open p1� IS 
on pocket ground in an anc!ent 
slide and many quartz strmg
ers are interlacing the forma-
tion. 

GALICE RESORT 
Cabins- Store· Tavern 

In the Heart of the Famous 
Old Go I ice District 

• Home Made Pies -

Sand•iches- Soft Drinks 

Groceries - Fishing Supplies 

..,Information Cheerfully Given" 
LICENSED ·R·IVER GUIDE 

Telephone 476-3818 
Cec. & Bernice Iobeii 

''-------------' 

YOU STRIKE 
PAY DIRT 

\ '1hen You Read 
THE 

Grants Pass ·Daily Courier 
News • • • 
THE COURIER excels in variety and 

thoroughness of both notional and 

local news coverage, in pictures and 

in the most complete news coverage 

of the greater Grants Pass ·area. 

Classified • • • 
THE COURIER excels in classified 

advertising offering the most varied 

assortment imaginable of services, 

. real estate, business opportunities, 

jobs and merchandise of all types 

for sole. 

Display Advertising : • • 
THE COURIER excels in giving its 

advertisers o receptive
-

audience of 
some 27,000 every evening • • • 
with advertising that awaits their 

time and convenience • . .  mode at• 

tractive with artwork, photographs 
and complete details. 



BEST 
WISHES 

To the sourdoughs 
alfl:f in memory of 
those who blazed 

the trail West 

Mrs. Chester Meyer 

+-Sourdough Gazette, 1968 

Past President 
:In A-laska 

Bert Michaels, past president 
' of Josephine County Sourdoughs 

and always an active member 
is now working at the Red Devil 
rrune in Alaska. 

The Red Devil is a mercury 
produc;er, and Bert is working 
as a machine maintenance ;:::==========! man, and will also design 
machinery as needed. Bert 

"Poetry from the 
Barr Mine" 

$1.00 
G.old Nugget Jewelry 

at Mine 

George W. Reynolds 
Box' 356, Merlin, Ore. · 

9753.2 

went north to Alaska first, and 
his wife Phyllis left the mid
dle of June this year to join 
him. 

Bert and Phyllis have been 
a great help in producing this 
year's issue of the Sourdough 
Gazette, doing almost all t h e 
picture work and writing about 
local mining activities. 

More than a thousand men 
were mining 'the beach sands 
south of Coos l3ay in 1862. 

839 Rogue River Hwy. Phone 476-7397 

THE f·INEST IN TIRES AND TI>RE S·ERVIC.ES 
WHEE.L AUGNMENT 

STEWART'S SMALL ENGINE SERVICE 

509 S .. W. G St. Phone 41,76-6111 

We Repair All Mak-es cf Small Engines, 

L.ow:nmowers, Chain Sows, Gorden Tractors 

NEW AND US,ED EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

C. A. Morrison, Realtor 
816 N.E. "E" Street 

_Gro.nts Pass, Oregon 

REAL ESTATE BROKER 

& LICENSED -AUCTIONEER 

/ 

Home 4 76-2521 

Savings 

Office 4 7 6- 7 4 7 4  

Serving the folks 

of Southern Oregon 

since 1909! 

Accounts 
Home ·Loans 

JACKSON COUNTY FEDERAL JCF SAVINGS AND LOAN A.SSOC·IAT·ION 

Medford-Grants Pass-Ashland 

Young Miner Bui.lds New 
Mill on Old Claim 

J8E BARKER 
·tor Commissioner 

"If elected I will do 
the very best possible 

.for all the people 
of .Josephine County." 

Please exercise your right to , 
vote on Nov. 5. 

Pd. by J. Barker 

EQUIPME'NT RENTALS 

In equipment rental--you name it, we have 

it. Cheaper to rent than own. 

285 Rogue River Hwy. Tel. 476-3221 

Ghost �own 
Of Golden 
Well Named 

Josephine County 
Sourdoughs 

Meets 2nd Tuesday Eoc:h 
Month - Community Bldg. 

508 S.E. L Street 

Visiton Welcome 

Go.ld Dre-dge Ac.tivities 
Here in t·he Thirties 

Souroough Gazette, 19iJ&..:-5 r-----------. 

MINEJRS' WIV.ES 

AND 

GOLD DIGGERS 

YAMAHA 

SPORT CENTER 

Paul Weston 
Phone 4 76- 7 40 5  

Motorcycle 

Sales & Service 

Everything fGr 

the Cyclist 
480 Redwood Avenue 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

KfN JACKSON 
fo.r Commissioner 

Represents all of 
�ephine Count.y 

I value yo�r support � 
Vote Nov. S 

Pd. by Ken Jackson 

HOUSE OF BEAUTY 
835 N.E. 6th-476-6184 

Call Evening·s or Mornings 

ANSWERING 
SERVICE 

Our ONLY Business is 
Answering YOUR Phone. 

479-2636 479-6636 

Fred Dayton, Sr. 
Candidot·e for 

County Assessor 

"Worlds of Experience" 

.Please Vote Nov. 5 

Pd. by Fred Dayton 

Wes Pieren 

Logging and Mining 
Contractors 

-·-

JEEP TRAILS AND 

LOGGING ROADS 
. LEVELI·NG FOR HOMESITE$ 

PI·EREN: 476-2569 

CAVEMAN LAUNDRY 
SELF-SERVICE 

Open 24 Hours · � Days a Week 
Attended 7:00 A.M. - 9:00 'P.M. - -Monday tbru Saturday 

• 24 ECO�O WASHERS 

e M·I-T-BOY 
REVERS£ ACT·ION 
20-t.B. WAS-HEftS 

e 17 DRYERS 
UP TO 30 ·LB. CAPACITY 

-

• COIN & BILL 
CHANGERS 

e COIN OPE.RATED 
P.RESSI NG MACH I N'E 

EARL & MILDRED WILSON, OWNERS 
1 ·Block From Caveman Plaza 

479-918·6 204 N.W •. 4th St. 

..... -



RICHARD WINTERBOTTOM looks over an old arrasta of undetermined age lo
cated at the Greenback Mine near King Mountain. The arrasta is "paved" with shoes 
discarded from old stamp mills. Winterbottom is a local logger who has developed 
quite a bit of interest in local mining hi�to.y. 

L&M 
GARAGE 

Where quality and 
workmanship comes 

first. 

108 Union Ave. 
476-6271 

DONUTS 

Calorie Corner 
Donut Shop 

Sixth & C Sts. - 476-4220 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

Open 24 Hrs. a Day 

Beautiful 
Handmade Jewelry 

ot gohl. nuggets and flake 
for both men and women 

John A. Eyers -
Ph. 479-4331 

255 Hillcrest 
Grants Pass. Oregon 

97526 

VALLANDINGHAM'S BALL MILL set-up at his 
Powell Creek mill. This mighty little monste·r wiJ.I proc
ess about-25 tons of ore per day in his modern one-man 

-mill. 

Cliff's Gun & Tackle 
Shop "' 

Specializing in 
Gun Bluing, 

·Rebuilding an.d Repairing 

Brownin.g Dealer 

1809 Rogue River Hwy. 

IN HUNKY-BUNK VALLEY 
George W. Reynolds 

In Hunky-Bunk Valley, past Lone 
Tree Hill, 

Is Hunky-Bunk heaven, so peace
ful and still. 

Where you rise up each morning 
with a song and a smile 

And breathe the fresh air that is 
there all the while. 

Your cares fade away with the 
greatest of ease. 

And the wind in the tree tops is 
only a breeze. 

There's a cat in the valley with 
long whikers and tail, 

Grants Pass 
Hardware, Inc. 

And he is in carge of the Hunky-
Bunk jail. 

The jail has no lock, no roof and 
, no floor, 

And the sides of the jail are one 
· open door. -

- - -
Hardware and General Merchaindise 

So bring all your trouble, and 

Use Gold Plated 

Contact Fingers 

In Calculators 

Tribbey Barber Shop 
A good cut for 1 nugget 

935 RGg·ue River Hwy, 

Almost 200 gold plated con- L::==========; tact fingers contribute to the ,. 
noiseless performance of t h e 
new solid state desk-top elec
tronic calculators. 

Gold is used to provide con
tinuous low contact resistance 
during the solid state plug-in 
circuit boards' service life of 
10 to 15 years. 

This gold plating has been so 
successful that it is now being 
used in an expanding number 
of electronic billing and ac
counting machines. 

FLAMINGO 
MOTEL 

When in this area, 
Stay with us. 

1295 Rogue River Hwy. 
1 Mile South of G.P. 

Phone 476-6294 

Bernard & Lee Hayden 

C&D 
GROCERY 

Merlin, Oregon 
Phone 476-3831 

Fresh Meals 

Cold Drinks 

Fishing Tackle 

Gas, Oil 

PETE & LAEL ROiiD 
OWN·ER�· 

With The 'Friendlie&t Box Boys in Town 

In The Grants Pass Shopping Center 

Hours 9 to 9 D.ailv 

SOUTHERN OREGON 

STATE BANK 
H�OME OWN·ED - ·IN,DEPENrD•ENT 

7�5 SOUTH SIXTH STREET 479-2681 
GRANITS PASS, OREGON 

Member: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

BERT'S PLUMBING 
PLUMBING-HEATING 

NEW INSTALLATIONS 

R.EPAI'R WORK OF ALL KINDS 

DE-ROOTER SERVICE 

144-8 WI•LUAMS HWY. 479-3588 

WE BUY, SELL or CONSIGN 

ANYWHERE •• ANYTIME 

ROGUE AUCTION 

Jock Jueden 
Da•ell Bell 

1187 Rogue River Hwy. 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

Phone 
476-2113 

132 S.E. H Street Phone 47 6-6866 have never a fear, ����������������������� 11. Hunky-Bunk Valley, they'll just 
disappear. 

GENE'S TRAILER SALES 
AUO - TRAVEL TRAILERS 

BUDDY - MOBILE HOMES 

CARAVEL - CAMPER'S 

When the sun, it is set and you've 
watched its last glow. 

Then it's time in the Valley to 
beddy-bye go. 

s·.veet dreams you may have at 
the Hunky�Bunk fair, 

Out in the Valley past those hills 
over there. 

· The Army and Air Force Ex
change Service has more than 
11,000 retail, food and service 
outlets in more than 30 coun-Comparision proves the best in quality tries. 

and price New York State is first in 
3 blocks South of Caveman Bridge the nation in expenditures per 

JOSEPHIN1E COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Kerb}'Ville Museum-Kerby, Oregon 

Membership $2.00 per year, entitles 

members to annual publication 

New Rock House with Mineral Display 

Phone 476-2024 pupil in public elementary and 
'---------------------- secondary schools. ,L,. _________ ;;_ __________ _. 



A WILD RIDE ON THE TOONERVILLE TROLLEY being taken by Bob Pancost, 
front and Bert Michaels, as they cross Galice Creek. "It's too far to walk around and 
too wet to walk across," says Pancost of his cable car. 

Junipers, though h a r d I y 
more than shrubs, are the most 
widely-distributed trees in the 
northern hemisphere. 

WALT'S 
REDWOOD LUBRICATION 

Expert Lubrication 

Tires, Batteries, Accessories 

1850 Redwood Ave. 

The fox squirrel is the larg
est North American squirrel, 
sometimes reaching a length of 
28 inches. 

Sweet Temptation 
Donut Shop & Cafe 

Open 24 Hours 

1206% N.W. 6th St. 
Phone 476-7255 

Dun Rovin1 Trailer Court 
BOB AND LUCILLE MARSH 
. ALL SIZE TRAIILERS. 

Excelle.nt TV Reception Good Loundry Facilities 

Children Welcome 

On School Bus Stop 

Overn.ight Accomodotions 

Waldo Was 

Richest 

Gold Camp 
Waldo proved to be the rich

est mining camp in Josephine 
County in the early days. More 
miners made small fortunes 
there than at any other camp 
The early mining in Waldo was 
shallow and easily worked 
There were no large boulders 
as were usually encountered in 
other camps of the county. It 
was not an unusual occurence 
in the early days of Wal.do for 
an individual miner to make 
from $10,000 to $30,000 in a few 
months, while the main com
pany that owned the main ditch
es and water rights, with large 
forces of men, took out large 
fortunes. 2395 Redwood Ave. 479-2833 Grants Pass, Oregon 97516 

One company in Allen Gulch 
�;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;� employed 50 men at one sluice 
r -just pick and shovel - and 

Cascade Block Plant 

Fireplace-Masonry 

Supplies 
1559 Dowell Road Phone 479-1323 

VALLEY O·F TH'E ROGUE BANK 

OUR FRIENDLY STAFF IS HERE 

TO SERVE YOU 

110 Pine St. Rogue ·River, Ore. 

Redwood Auto 
Wreckers 

476-7755 

"We Just Mig·ht Have It" 

1665 Redwood Ave. 

kept working for a number of 
years. A great number of for
eighners were at this camp in 
those early days. It was a very 
usual occurrence to h e a r 
French, Spanish, German and 
Italian spoken all over the 
camp. 

There were many Catholics 
among them who erected a 
Catholic Church in Allen Gulch, 
the richest place in that camp 
It was the first church in the 
county. 

The principal water company 
sold water all over the camp 
to the miners, the water being 
brought from the East Fork of 
the Illinois River. Colonel Pres
ton (after whom Preston Peak 
was named) was general super-
intendent for the company, and 
was highly respected by all 
who knew him. Robert (Bob) 
Jordan was foreman in tqe 
mines for the company. Jor
dan was not so well liked. He 
was considered too hard and 
tyrannical by the working men. 

Some of the pioneer mer
chants at Waldo were Guthrie, 
Crandall & Wertz, Logan & 
Thompson, A. B. McElwain; 
also the three O'Regan broth
ers, Peter, Dan and John, who 
were early day merchants at 
Althouse. In the. early days of 
the camp a large, well-equipped 
livery stable was full of fine 
rigs and horses (mostly Span
Ish) as soon as the roads would 
permit. 

------
The Salvation Army cares for 

victims of leprosy at six centers 
in Asia, Africa and South Ameri
ca. 

Spanish Coin 
Found in Old 
Logan Mine 

Sourdough Gazette, 196&--7 

Gil & Pat Sheckells 

APPLIANCE CENTER 
In July of 1916 occurred the 

discovery of an old Spanish coin 
in the sluices of the Logan 
Mine, located near Waldo. The 
coin bore the date of 1784 and 
is held to establish the approxi
mate date of the gold seeking 
operations of. the Spaniards in 
Southwestern Oregon. 

Findings made in the deep 
gravel during the past genera
tion (before 1916) have confirm
ed the belief that Spaniards vis
ited this section of Oregon in 
quest of gold antedating any lo
cal history. The Logan Mine, 
then the Simmons Mine was 
first worked in 1852. A 'small 
crucifix, much worn and cor
roded was washed from a grav
el bank into the sluices and still 
later a small metal pendant 
bearing the Latin legend "Ma
ter Dolorama - Ora Pro No
bis." This surrounds the figure 
of a saint whose heart is pierc
ed by seven daggers. 

479-5366 

5th and E Streets 
Grants Pass 

VOTE FOR 

SID 

BAZETT 
Republica

·
n 

Oregon State 
Representat·ive 

Pd. by Sid Bazett 

PATS 
SPORT CENTER 

100 Yard 
Indoor Rifle Range On the reverse side is a like

ness of the crucifixion. This 
and the crucifix are thought to 
establish the early work of the 
Franciscan friars who founded 
the mission at Monterrey in 1770 
and later founded the mission 
Dolores in San Francisco. 

HUNTIN.G, FISHING, 
RELOADING 

CHRONOGRAPH SERVICE 
OPPOSITE FAIRGROUNDS 

ON UNION 

SOUTHERN OREGON 
RU-BBER 

1377 Redwood Ave. 

Gra·nts Pass, Ore. 

479-3376 

JOSEPHINE COUNTY 

TAXPAYERS LEAGUE 

Vote-· Don't Moan 

BERMUDA 
ROCK 

The Decorative Rock 
- · -

The White Beauty of Bermuda· Rock 

Will Enhance Your Home Too 

e WALKWAYS 
e PATIOS 
e ROOFING 

-· · -

e BORDERS 

e STEPPING STONES 

e DRIVEWAYS 

AVAILABLE AT YOUR DEALER 

.. 
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There -are 23 buildings in 
New York City more �han 600 
feet tall. 

DON BARNES 
Your County Clerk 

Appreciates your support. 

Good in the past, and 
good in the future. 
' 
Pd. by Don Barnes 

DALE'S GULF & 
TIRE SERVICE 

PrO))ane - Diesel - Gas 

Tires for all inakes 
and models 

Service Is Our Business 

MORRISON 
TRAVEL AGENCY 
Air-Ste;&mship-Rail 

816 N.E. "E" St. 476-4()43 

UNITED 
FARM AGENCY 
ANYTHING I 

REAL ESTATE 

Bill and 1\'lary Day 

Phone 479-2492 

2075 Rogue River Bwy, 

KEEN D EDGES 
All kinds of under water 
mining and diving equip
ment dredges, wet suits, 
'>Uction and dredging hoses, 
goldscales, ect. 

650 Redwood Hwy. 476-4542 

JUST A FEW of the 85 gold oanning fans that participated in the Josephine· 
County Sourdough field day along the Rogue River in the summer of 1967. Cecil 
Bobell is showing Swiss G. Aberhard how to operate a gold pan while Ml-s. Aberhard 
and daughters k�ep a wary eye on the photographer. 

John A. Eyers Ph. 479-4331 
255 Hillcrest Dr. 

Grants Pass, Oregon 
97526 -----------------------

502 
Coffee 
Shop 

9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Dancing Nitely 

Next to Fairgrounds 

We Buy, Sell, or 
Trade An.ything 

MR. X's 
SWAP SHOP 

Phone 503 476-2511 

1580 N. 7th St. 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

97526 

Francis l'oole Bill Poole 

TRANSAMERICA 
TITLE INrSURANrCE 

COMPANY 

Jos.ephine County's 
First Title Company 

Title Insurance 
Escrows 

Descriptions 
Maps 

405 N.E. 6th Street 
Phone 476-6891 

DATING BACK to the time of Agricola, circa 
1550, is the .belief that vinegar is better than water for 
washing gold. The belief evidently persists to later times 
according to the evidence of many empty vinegar bot
tles at the Howland Mine, located in the Silver Creek 
drainage area. 

Robber Returns After Years 
The y�ar 1857 was the live

liest one around Waldo. There 
was hand mining all over, in 
everv little gulch. There were 
occasional robberi"� and the 
times were rough. 

Homer White was working at 
the Esterly mine in 1919. One 
afternoon a fellow passing 
through stopped and talked to 
White. He told White had had 
been there in the old days when 

the town was full of people, 
and he a�lr" ' · ... ., "'"'� it those 
three cabins were, in a row. 
White pointed r··' the place to 
him. -· cabins '· .,rl he en gone 
long ago. They looked the 
ground over, ··-ured out where 
each cabin had stood. T h e n  
they got to talking about the 
time the sluice boxes were 
robbed, and although the fel
lows who did the stealing were 
caught, the gold was never 

Rocket Engines 
Are Gold Coated 

Lilliputian rocket engines that 
weigh 2% lbs., used as inver
sion reactors to gently turn large 
rockets completedly around in 
space, are coated with a thin 
film of gold. 

The ability of gold to reflect 
infra-red or heat radiation and 
absorb ultraviolet lead to its use 
in the application for tempera
ture control. 

MERLIN 
BUILDING SUPPLY 

BUILD·ING MATERIALS 
PRO·PANE 

100 GALICE ROAD 
MERLIN 

476-2947 

ROLEY'S 

PACIFIC SUPPLY CO. 

SALES - SERVICE 

MANUFACTURING 

FIRE - MINI·NG 

LOGGINIG & CANS 

MACHINERY & 
S,UIPPLIES 

1550 Williams Rw:r. 

Phone 476-2309 

DOMESTIC 

GAS COMPANY 
Specialists in Propane Gas and Appliances 

334 Un·ion Ave. Phone 476-4.603 

Call Us for Estimates 

USED CARS 
AND TRU·CKS 

found. Soon they said "so long" F=====================:::S 
and White went home and the 

THE WORKING MAN'S CA·R LOT . 

Economy Auto Sales 
575 ·Rogue River Hwy. 479-4427 

RUSSEL ELECTRIC 
COMM�RCIAL- RESIDENTIAL 

IN·DUSTRIAL- ELECTRIC HrEAT 

See or call Dick llusseJI 
362 S.W. L St. Phone 479-3997 

other fellow went on down the 
road. 

The next morning White got 
to thi�lring 'lbont th::1t. and he 
went over ·� •�'-a " look at the 
place where the three cabins 
had stood. Where the middle 
cabin had been was a hole, 
freshly dug. White knew then 
that the fellow had been one of 
the rob-bers, and that he had 
used him to find the place 
where he had buried the stolen 
gold, years before. - From the 

MR. 1-D AL USED CARS 

Buy - Sell - Trade 
MATTER OF FACT 

ANYTHING 

1407 Redwood Ave. 4.79-5528 
Courier Diamond Anniversary ;=======================I 
Edition. 

The Barbour-Henry County 
bauxite district in Alabama 
ranks second in the nation in 
bauxite production. 

EVELYN STEELE 
ESCROW CO. 

120 N�W. MIDLAND AVE. 
GKANTS PASS, OBEGON 

9'7528 
416-5211 

FARMER''S BUILDING SUPPLY 

1826 Williams Highway 
Grant-s Pass, Oregon 97526 

Phone 479-2103 

Mo'X Yoder Leon Stutzman 
"Our Prices ore Consistently Lower" 


