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A New Look
At Modern Mining

by Ralph S. Mason

Mining in Oregon began with
the discovery of gold at Jack-
sonville in 1851. That same year
gold was also discovered at Grif-
fin Guich, not far from Baker.
The next quarter of a century
saw a full-fledged gold rush in
Oregon. Placer gold, found in
the streams and later in the
adjacent banks, formed the ba-
1§ for this tremendous activity,
which brought thousands of peo-
1 to the state, provided a wil-
society with an abund-
ance of wealth, and established
the first semblance of a legal
structure. It is significant that
Oregon became a state long be-
fore much of the territory lying
to the east, mainly because of
he search for gold.

The abuses perpetrated by the
early-day miners are common
knowledge.  However, miners
were not alone. The farmer, the
stockman, the logger—all moved
to Oregon because of the land.
Many brought injurious practices
with them and left wreckage he-
hind. The prospect of limitless
land and an abundance of natu-
ral resources made conservation
of any kind uneconomic and un-
heard of.

Once the easily
slream placers were exhausted,
miners turned first to the gold-
bearing stream banks and later
to the rich veins cropping out of
the hillsides. To work the banks
required capital and in many in-
stances water for the hydraulic
giants. Ditches to supply the wa-
ter were dug by hand, often in
record time, in mountainous un-
surveyed areas. The Auburn Ca-
nal, the Rye Valley Ditch, the
Sparta Ditch, and the Eldorado
Ditch were completed in the
1860°s and °'70’s. The Eldorado
Ditch, incidentally, was 100 miles
long, an engineering feat which
would be of major proportions
even today with earth-moving ma
chinery. To mine underground re-
quired even more financing and
for the first time the large min-
‘ng companies appeared. The
completion of the transcontinent-
al railroads in the 1880’s sig-
nalled the beginning of a period
¢l intensive mining and milling,
which was to continue, with some
fluctuations, until World War II
and the ill-advised government
arder 1-208, which permanently
closed nearly all of the state’s
metal mines. Gold dredging in
Oregon began in earnest about
35 years ago. In 1938 there were
12 dredges active in eastern Ore-
gon; in 1929 the state had 15
tloating dredges and 13 nonfloat-
ing washing plants. Gold dredg-
ing came to an abrupt halt with
World War U, and only a few
a.tt‘empts nave been made to re-
vive it since.

Of all the mining activity in
the state during the past 121
years, none has been subjccted to
more criticism than gold dredg-
ing. Admittedly there were abus-
es. hut the outery has been large-
ly based on an emotional rather
than a factual basis. In 1939, a
total of .0015 percent of the
state’s crop land was dredged.

obtainable’

| ketable

that if all of the pctential dredge-

"able ground should be dredged

it would amount to .04 percent
of the state’s crop land. ‘

Land abuse and stream pollu-
tion are always related. The re-
lationship is sometimes obvious,
as in some dredging where wa-
ter is muddied and silt introduc-

ed into the stream. In other m’ ;

stances, the tie between land a-
buse and stream pollution is not
s0 readily apparent, An over-
cropped farm or a hillside strip-
ped of trees will eventually pol-
Iute the streams with topsoil and
silt. The big difference is that

pollution pm d edging ® at
the time of the but
pollution from poor or

logging takes place during peri-'
ods of heavy rain when the mud-
dy water is assumed to be due'
to “natural’” causes.

Today the mining industry pre-'
sents a far different picture from !
that of 50 years ago. Mining com-

have langely replaced ﬂhei
operator who was pri-

marily interested in immediate
return rather than a long-term
investment. The high cost of set-
ting up any type of industry to-
day requires a long period for
amortization and the assurance
will permitted to stay |

1 mining mdustry
is pa ticularly vulnerable to this
situation, with peri-
ods of 20 years or more requir-
ed for most H opera-
tions.

has recognized ¥  jt
must accept its share of com-
munity responsibility, just as
manufacturers and logging com-
panies have done. Any well-es-
tablished business realizes that
good public relations are a
“must.” Mining companies also
have learned that it is good bus-
iness to police their ranks
rather than to have and
restrictive legislation forced up-
on them. A few examples of
present-day mining company re-
clamation practices illustrate
this point. In the southeastern
United States, areas which have
been mined for bauxite by AL-
COA have been reseeded to trees
¢ 1 tended as carefully as
our own tree farms in the North-
west,

Here m Oregon, Reynolds Me-
tals Ce. is also in the tree farm
business—before they have start-
ed to mine bauxite. In Wash-
ington and Columbia Counties,
wih this company owns a con-
siderable acreage of land under-
lain by ferruginous bauxite, a
two-fold program of restoration|
and timber cutting is underway.l
Much of this land had been cut
over, was brush covered, and
was nonproductive when purchas-
ed by the company. Incidentally,
much of this area was made un-
productive by had cutting prac-
tices of early loggers.

Some of the Reynolds’ land has
reseeded naturally, aud trees are
being harvested on an individual
basis with care exercised to pre-
vent damage to surrounding
trees. In other areas, the land
has been reforested and some
of the trees are approaching mar
size. Several planted

SOURDOUGH GULCH, JOSEPHINE COUNTY, OREGON

PRICE 25¢

From Florida to Hawaii, Indiana to California, to name a
few places, more than 100 people got together at Sour-
dough Panning Park on Coyote Creek June 18. Old and
young, tall and short, thin and er—not so thin would-be
gold miners gathered together with Sourdough instructors
to have a panning good time. They brought gold pans,
frying pans and pie pans and lots of enthusiasm and energy.
Everybody found some color and a few lucked out with
larger flakes and nuggets, with one man finding a pretty

piece of wire gold in his pan.

Simulat * Gold R
At Allen Oreek

by Marvin Ramsey

On Thursday, May 30, 1974,
Ray Macfarlane, John XKerby,
and Marvin Ramsey were invit-
ed to the Allendale School by
Judy Elliott and Tom Wicklin,
fourth grade teachers, to parti-
cipate and instruct a panning
bee.

First, at the class room, Ray
Macfarlane exhibited his collec-
tion of real money or hard mon-
ey consisting of gold and silver
coins which is getting to be a
rarity since we are now operat-
ing on soft money instead of hard
money. There was a class of fifty
students and some of the mo-

IR;:Opéﬂing Planned For
Brass Ledge Mine

The

The general manager, Steve
McTimmonds, of the Brass Ledge
Copper Mine located in the Ga-

- lice Mining District on Peavine

Mountain says that the owner,
James R. Toone of San Diego,
California, plans on resuming
production in August, of copper
ore under contract with the A-
merican Smelting and Refining
Smelter in Tacoma, Washington.

Planned production is 50 tons
per week of lump ore. The ore
will be hauled 19 miles via truck
from the open pit at the mine
to the railhead at Merlin, Ore-
gon.

Recent preliminary exploration
cuts have revealed geveral new

meneralized 7ones on the proper-|as set the effective date as by

ush

i’thers ware present and were
quite intrigued by the specimens
fo:f hard monev.

We marched route step apout
a euarter of a mile to Allen
Creek where the panning was
iconducted. Mactarlane, Kerby,
,and Ramsey took the lead and
' the teachers and mothers stood
by and watched fifty fourth
grade students try their hand at
panning; they were eager to
learn the art of panning for gold.
i Allen Creek is not ‘a very rich
(gold bearing stream. We found
black sand concentrates and a
few flakes of brass, but no vis-
ible gold.

until the middle of November
;this year. weather permitting.

|Gold Buying
For Americans
Legal At Last?

After many years of debate,

tabling and seemingly forgetting
about the whole thing, the

House of Representatives finally
‘vo‘ted on Tuesday, July 2, 1874
} “to permit Americang to buy and
sell gold effective December 31.”

The Senate had already voted
but

,approval of a similar

-~Photo Courtesy Courier

| Kave You d
This One Vel?

As Moses was @ g in bond-
age in the muddy fleod plain of
the Nile River, wondering how
to make his daily quota of bricks
without having access to any
straw, the Lord appeared to him
and said, ‘“Moses, I have some
good news for you and some bad
news: which would you like to
hear first?”

It having been a hard day,
Moses said, “Oh Lord, I would
like to hear the good news first.”

“Then hear:” said the Lond,
“T ghall devastate the land of
your oppressors; I shall change
water into blood, I shall turn
day into night, I shall lead your
people out of slavery and into
the promised land.”

"“‘Oh, wonderful,” said Moses.

“And what, Lord, is the bad
news?”’ )

“Wel, Moses,” replied the
La ‘“You will have to prepare

the impact state-

ment.”

Stakea Your Claim

' Vacant public surveyed or un-

ir

|surveyed lands are to pros-
| ®, and upon of
mineral, to location and 1ase

es are also lards in national
forest in the public-land States,
Yend entered or patented under
the stock-riaising homestead law
(title to minerals only can be ac-
quired), lands entered under
other o M laws burt L
penfected, where prospecting cam
be done peaceably, and lards
within the railread grants for
which we  have not issued.

Rights to mineral lands owned
the United States, are In-

ty. These will be drilled later to|August 1. According to later re- jtisteq by prospecting for min-

determine size, grade, and mine-
ability. The ore shipped under
the present contract will he from
the #1 vein or main vein as it
is called.

ports on radio and television, the
time the bill will take effect will

| .
be resolved in conference be-

tween the two branches of Con-

gress.
It has been estimated that the
difference will prcbably be com-

- Translated, this amounts to only | areas are designed for Christmasi Several men will be employed | promised to an early November
70 acres. It has been estimated (Continued on the back page);in the operation which will run date.

erals thereon, and upony the
discovery of mineral, by loca-
ting the lands upon which such
discovery has been made. A
location is mizde by staking .the
corners of the claim, posting
notice of locatiom thereon and
complying with the state laws,
(Continued on the back p¢
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Who Are

The So:rdoughs |

The Sourdoughs ave a group
of people, although they may
not all own an interest in a
mine, do have interest in min-
ing activities @and mining pro-
blems.

The group meets the first
Wedresday of each month, at
8 p.m., in the Women’s Club

Nickel Exploration

In S. W. Oregon

by LEN RAMP
Geologist
Oregon Department of Geology
and Mineral Industries
A few mining companies are developed soils and saprolites
currently showing considerable ! over periodotite. The laterites
interest in the nickel-bearing la- and saprolites contain in the

teritic soils of southwestern Ore-
gon and northern California. A
lot of claims have been staked
in Josephine, Curry and Del
Norte Counties and exploration
work including w®ulldozer trench-
ing, back-hoe sample pits and
drilling have been and are be-
ing conducted in a number of
areas.

The principal areas of interest
in Josephine County include Eight
Dollar ‘Woodcock Moua
tain, Rough Ready Ridge
and a few patches in the drain-
age area of Rough and Ready

ducts of weathering which has

restaurant, assay cffice, and @
newspaper office, gold pamming
coneession, and gold and minerall
specimen display. The Scur-
doughs also offer gold panning
instruction classes, and arriange
annually a prospecting trip and
picnic louting. Each year, the
group gathers for a big turkey |

Auditorium, 6:h and B Streets, | dinmer, potluck style.

Grants Pass. The business meet
ing is .
session of discussion
and refreshments. Meetings of
the Sourdoughs are open to
public and visitors are

Among Scurdough 1S
operation of Gulch
during the County

Fair. The Gulch consists of a

Oregon Hardware &
Lumber Company

“On’ The Redwood Highway"
at Willow Lane
479-7214

Grants Pass, Ore.

A RA G (A TOA A A A A AT
Southern Oregon State Bank & Branch

HOME OWNED —
TWO OFFICES TO SERVE:

735 South Sixth Street — 476-2681
Motor In Office — Grants Pass Shopping Center
GRANTS PASS, OREGON
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
PHONE 476-3462

d

CAVEMAN DOORS & CONTROLS

849 Rogue River Highway, Grants Pass, Oregon 97526
@ Garage Doors @ Automatic Openers ® Windows & Patio Doors

RON RYTHER

Dues are $7 per year qur‘

one vote is allowed per mem-
bership card. Membership is ©-
pen to anyone in
mining, whether serous
or pastime status. Write inqui-
ries to Josephine County Sour-
doughs, PO Box 1495, Grants
Pass, Oregon; or if speed is
necessary, try telephoning ome
of the officers listed on page

| have been developed. I
97526 | Creek. The deposits are by-pro-|1S very likely that we

have an important

range of 0.5 to 1.0 percent nickel.
They are relatively shallow de-
posits, generally less than 50 feet
in depth, and occur in scattered

patches of from 5 to 500 acres.

At the current price for nickel
of $1.50 to $1.62 per pound, the
necessity of having a processing
plant situated near the deposits

before they can be coasidered’

13 ”

ore”’ appears obvious,
Considerable research is being
conducted on winning nickel me-
tal from laterites and
hydrometallurgical

it
see
another nickel plant in Oregon in
the relatively near future.

During the early 1970’s Hanna
Mining Co. has been mining in

excess of 2 million tons of crude

ore each year from the Nickel

‘Mountain deposit near Riddle in
Douglas County. From this ore in

1970 and 1971 this smelter has
produced about 26 million pounds
of nickel metal which is contain-
ad in ferronickel.

A recent increase in production
at Hanna's smelting operation
saw 33,278,000 pounds of nickel
produced in 1972 and 30,748,000
pounds produced in 1973. This lat-
ter figure represents a gross
value of a little more than $60

followed by ajone person or a family. Only million,

The Hanna Mine and Smelter
operation employs about 500 per-
sons and is the only producing
nickel mine in the United States.
Should we be fortunate enough
to get a new nickel plant in the
Illinois Valley area, or elsewhere
in southwestern would
ef~

fect on our economy. Our pres-
ent economic base is mainly in
timber industries, recreation, and
agriculture. The broadening eco-
nomic base is mainly in timber
industries, recreation, and agri-
culture. The broadening of our
economic base to include mining
would be very heneficial,

The State of Oregon Depart-

ment of Geology and Mineral In-
tustries has recently launched a

two.
P — —— )
YOUR ORIGINAL SERVICE

PAT’S
SANITARY
SERVICE

Phone 479-5335

cooperation with the U.S. Bureau
of Mines. The plan is to investi-
gate all areas where nickel de-
)} posits may occur and determine
tonnage and grade figures that
can be fed into the Bureau of
Mines Availability System (MAS
computer system). The principal
area of nickel enrichment will be
mapped and sampled on a re-
connaissance style. The results of
the survey are to be published
by the State and made available
to the general public.

INDEPENDENT

/D

|

D 0D

Sign
for
- Only

(503) 476-3231

HENDERSON

NEW and USED

P. H. (Woody) WOODWARD
So. 7th and Park Sts., Grants Pass, Ore. 97526

IATOR SERVICE

Complete Sales and Service

AUTO and INDUSTRIAL

Merabar F.0.1.C.

M%a@

Long-time Sourdough and eager-beaver panner is Harvey
Dickey, doing a bit of solo panning at the Sourdough Gold
Panning Field Day June 18. The place was Sourdough
Panning Park, about 2 miles up Coyote Creek from Wolf
Creek off-ramp. Site is just above Miller Creek road bridge.
Panning is allowed in the park, but sluicing and dredging
is prohibited. The park is made available to Josephine Coun-
ty Sourdoughs and persons wishing to pan for gold through
couriesy of Josephine County Commissioners,

—Photo Courtesy Courier

Josephine County Sourdoughs;
megt the first Wednesday of
each month at the Woman’s
Club building, NW corner of th
and B Streets. We generally
talk mining, swap yarns, drink
coffee, eali donuts, brag a lot
and sometimes back up the

GAVEMA!
Credit Service, Inc.

“"LOCALLY OWNED"”

bragging by showing gold in WALT GIBES

various forms - nuggets, flakes, Phone 479-2663

and dust. Meetings start at 8 324 N.W. 6th Street

p.m. and visitors are always

Sroleome. Grants Pass, Oregon 97526
—— — ——— |

G & S EQUIPMENT

HOME OF HOMELITE
% CHAIN SAWS

% GENERATORS

% VIBRATORS

% MOWERS

% PUMPS

SALES & SERVICE
850 Rogue River Highway Telephone 476-5413

>N

%
%
J
§
J
S
§
J.

specialized service
for the home owner

A-1 HARDWARE

1212 n.w. sixth st.
grants pass, ore. 97526
ph. 479-8634-

A Hearing Loss Is Noticed

HEARHINGQ More Than A Hearing Aid
DUT OF FDCUS? BARBARA STANSELL

VERA DAVIS
Licensed

Hearing Aid Audioologist

FREE
HOME AND OFFICE
EVALUATIONS

' SONOTONE OF GRANTS PASS

1205 N.E. 7TH STREET
GRANTS PASS, ORE. 97526

N, N, SN, B W) gl

BUS. 479-6408
HOME 773-6506



CURRY’S

Barber Shop

945 Rogue River Hwy.
ANY STYLE - ANY TIME

$2.75 ]

SISKIYOU MARKET

Claud Johnson—Ph. 5021

Talk Mining — Buy Groceries
390 Caves Highway
Cave Junction, Ore.

WAYSIDE MARKET—Ph. 5652

Groceries, Gas. Beer, Wine
FRIENDLY SERVICE ALWAYS
5419 Caves Highway

Ore.

Sourdough Gazette — 1974 lssue

JIFFY®
Sliding
Truck Gamper

BRAHMA BRAND
DISTRIBUTING CO., INC.

P.O. Box 353
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

503-476-7779

FINISHING TOUGH

CAVE JUNCTION

LET WATER do the work. A thundering jet of water tearing loose gold bear-

JUNCTION

Trading Post

Used Furniture, Appliances,
and Collectables
Cave Junction, Ore.
PHONE 4872

MICKEY’'S VARIETY STORE \

New & Used Merchandise
Come in and browse . . .
Mon.-Sat. - 9:30 am-4:30 pm
Mickey Lynn, Owner
Cave Junction, Ore.

WESTERN AUTO

Associate Store

CAVE JUNCTION 8251 .
N job.

THE FAMILY STORE

From Files of
Rogue River Courier,
June 23, 1904

The most wonderful gold dis-
covery ever reported in O egon
was made a week ago Sunday
by Ray Briggs by pure mnt
The boy, who is 18 years of
age, was hunting on a mountain
near Thompson creek and stum-
bled onto a ledge of almost

if we haven’t got it
oo well getit...
at reasonahle prices

SAUSAGE—Fresh & Smoked
SANDWICHES—SOFT DRINKS

SALADS—ICE CREAM maguitude that the boy,

Is There Another Li

ke This One?

began active mining with a hand tinuing fact which the monetary

mortar and in two hours the
qua tz was stacked u

mortared out $25,000. An addi-

$7,000 has been taken out
Saturday. The gold is found in
decompo sed quartz,
and in some in-
stances the gold being in layers
of inch or more in mm

pure gold cropping out of the,and standing on edge with a
surface. The find was of such layer of decomposed quartz

miner sprinkled with chunks of

gold

that he is, could not realize along-side. Already prospectors

TAYLOR’S
MINI DELI

144 Redwood Highway,

gathered up a double handful

Cave Junction

mertar and it yielde
%5 $800. The

|theBriggs

and two sons, George Briggs

and Charles Howard and son ab

REDD’S TIRE
SALES & SERVICE cin:

“General Tires”

the place of the find and three _ __

staked out. Then

1222 Redwood Ave.
PHONE 476-5555

“SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE"

Grants Pass, Oregon

SPORTING GOODS, FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES,
GROCERIES and GENERAL MERCHANDISE
COLD BOTTLED BEER, SOFT DRINKS, & SANDWICHES

Y SPECIAL DINNERS BY RESERVATION
ONLY ON WEDNESDAY NITES

CABINS and GUIDED FISHING TOURS

on the Famous Rogue River

22 Miles Down from Grants Pass, Oregon
Tel.: 476-3818 Annie or Arlene

that he had made a record gre
brealing strike. He carfully syampede is expected.

scouring the hills and a

of the best specimens and se- (Ed. Note: Some people say that
cured a chunk of the quartz all the good gold, all the easy GRANTS PASS - 150 NE ‘E’
about the size of a candle box, gold has been found in Jose-
which he took home to his phine County. Other miners con-
father’s placer mine. The mock tend there are still many op-
iwas quickly crushed in a hand | portunities to find gold, if one:
nearly takes time amd patience. They

not have a gold

REDWOOD
MEATS

Custom Killing,

COUSIN

“THE OLD COUNTRY COUSIN“

LOT’S OF PRODUGE

2254 Redwood Avenue
% 'SOURDOUGH STARTER
% RAW MILK
% RANCH EGGS

in'g gravel and washing it through a sluice is the most economical method of
mining. Placering is usvally done in winter when water is available and the
miner must work out in the inclement weather to get that magic metal, gold.

/

|

o 1 1ey | authorities refuse to recognize.
had secured $2000. By night .I;Ch VI spite of statements ti the cm}-
: p inpiles. trary, the world has never suf-
By Thursday night they ha»gi- fered from a surplus of gold,

Finest in
Floor Covering

PHONE 2393

Scarcity
Of Gold

from the Ore Bin
April 1973

Gold has been sought and min-
ed for more than 6,000 years, not
just by individuals but by kings,
governments, conquerors, adven-
turers, and corporations. All five
continents and many of the
wprld’s islands have been search-
el and mined. The airplane, heli-
copter, four-wheel-drive automo-

Open 24 Hrs.
House of Haywood

Good Ofe Fashioned Cooking
Reasonable Prices
LEE & LOU HAYWOOD

311 Redwood Hwy.
Cave Junction

I.oy_ Yokum is manning .the giant, washing paydirt into Scarcely any virgin land or un-
a sluuce'box on the 3L Mn!e on Lower Grave Creek. Mrs explored area where gold might
Yokum is standing by making sure that Loy does a good be found remain, except the sea

bile, and the shallow-draft motor Phone 7483
boat have opened the wilderness
and made it easy of access.

REMEMBER

floor, and it is receiving increas-
ing attention. Gold never was
plentiful in the past nor is it
plentiful today.

The scarcity of gold ls a4 con-

DEBBS
POTTS

“Still Pitching"’

Democrat
Oregon State
Senator

v when the discovery of great Pd. Ad. by Potts

ponanzas doubled the gold stocks.

JGF

INTEREST compounded daily from
date of deposit
to date of withdrawal
Ask about our NEW High Interest
Rate Certificates.

MEDFORD - 2 E. Main

Thrifty Furniture

Business Phone 476-5284
Residence Phone 479-2850

Furniture New & Used
Trade In’s - Appliances
Unfinished Furniture

Pl

Jackson County
Federal Savings
& Loan Assoc.

Bankrupt Furniture
= = = Free Delivery - - -

Owners: Eidon & Dottie Jackson
982 S.W. 6th
Grants Pass, Ore. 97526

ASHLAND - 183 E Main

s

C. A. Morrison, Realtor ¢

)
816 N.E. “E” Street, Grants Pass, Oregon ,(()
REAL ESTATE BROKER & LICENSED AUCTIONEER
BRANCH OFFICE: Millard Hodges—476-6421
SALES:
Office—479-9761 Betty Nelson—479-6973

Bill Buckalew—476-5307 Ed Cantle—476-6761

d

[

Mr X’s Swap Shop

FOR THOSE HARD TO FIND ITEMS
*BUY Y SELL * TRADE

New & Used Furniture — Appliances
Tools — Antiques — Collectables

:%
]
8
J

1580 N.E. 7th, Grants Pass, Or. 476-2511

I Society

phine County

508 S VL 5t Gireet



“Let’s Go rospecting”

The first step in meeting our
challenge of supplying the metals
of tomorrow is to find new
mines. The first step in finding
a new mine is a prospecting
trip. I am quite certain that
everyone of you small miners
have your own ideas on how
and where to go prospecting. I
don’t think that my comments
will astound you, but perhaps you
can apply some of them to your
own pet area.

I believe that you can identify
two broad methods of prospect-
mg, a random method and a
scientific methed. I would say
that a person using the random
method has a decreasingly small
chance of finding a new mine.
However, this is the method by
which most of our base metal
mines were found. In this me-
thod a person takes his rock
pick or fishing rod or hunting

first, I had better expain exactly
what I mean by the scientific
method.

This method could also be call-
ed an indirect method as oppos-
ed to a direct method where you
find the mine by picking up a
chunk of ore. In the indirect
method you use your head a little
bit. Suppose that you wene out
looking over a forested hillside
and you noticed a line of big
trees, each one of them show-
ing effects of being struck by
lightning. Now don’t just sit
there and say isn’t that inter-
esting, go over and see if you
can determine why. I know of a
large fluorite vein that was trac-
ed in exactly this manner. Eith-
er the vein matter was nourish-

ing to the trees and they grew .
taller, or the vein itself was a|

better conductor that the sur-
rounding rock and thus attract-

PASSING THE GAVEL is Wesley Pieren, out-going president of Josephine
County Sourdoughs, to Len Schaffer, new president. Wes Pieren has been
known a long time to local residents as a miner and logger, working hard at
both jobs. Schaffer, a once active miner, spends his time now on real estate,
gardening, and part-time advertising salesman. Both men are strong supporters
of legislation to help small miners continue to prospect and mine precious

metals.

(1t was argentite silver).

A very new mine in Colorado
could also have been found by
the use of a gold pan. Associat-
ed with the Urad and Henderson
molybdenum deposits - of Climax
is some tungsten. Had an indi-
vidual been so fortunate as to
analyze the black sand obtained
by panning in Clear Creek in
Denver, he would have noticed
that it was anomalous in tung-
sten compared with the other
streams in the area. Had this
individual followed the stream,
panning and analyzing all of the
lange tributaries he would have
eventually found himself at Urad
by following the tungsten.

So, how does the small miner

rifle and takes off into parts un- ed the lightning strikes throu-gh\ prospect for minerals other than

known to see what he can see.

i the trees. Tn any event, the min-

gold with a gold pan? Suppose

The main problem involved here ers who noticed this phenomenon you are in Montana and want

is that he isn't the first person
to do this at his place. Thus
the chances of finding something
by kicking over a rock are ra-
ther small. However, he may
stumble across someone else’s
prospect pit that was dug many
vears ago and therein find some-
thing that is of value now that
wasn’t when the pit was dug.
Thus there is still a place for
this method.

were able to develop their mine
much easier than they would
have otherwise.

There are quite a few indirect

methods that the small miner
can use 1 spending much
money. The oldest and meost

overlooked is the gold pan. A
- 3@ many of our big mining
districts were found with the
gold pan. Among them are lLead-
ville and the Comstock. However,

The scientif'a methid f pro- the Comstock could have been

specting is rather pains but
is the method by which we will
find the majority of our new
mines. This is the method that
the big mining companies use at
considerable expense. Now the
small miner can’t afford to go
to much expense, so how does he
use this method? To answer this,

NATURAL FOOD CENTER

Phone 476-2413
1214 N.W. 6th Street
North Richards Shoppina Center
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

| ate enough to

found several years sooner than
it was had been fortun-
the strange
black sand that kept clogging up
the riffles in the sluice boxes

n .,
BARRER S OP

STYLING or
JUST GoOD O'D HAIRCUTS
4720 N.W. 6th
Gordon Burns
ard

Mike Shssher

to find tungsten. Take your pan
(I have used a pie plate and a-
hubecap!) and a portable black-
light and start panning streams
n area of interest.
you get your -concen-
check for scheelite. If you want
to spend a little mrmey, have the
concentrate assayed for tungsten.
Then follow the tungsten home.}
Use your pan regularly In pro-'
specting; examine the heavy min-
terals with a hand-lens. Often you
can tell quite a lot about rock
types this way in any area that
;is completely covered by forest.
You can save a sample of the
heavy minerals for later analy-

U-SAVE
Sperting Goods
PHONE 479-3559

935 Rogue River Highway
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

sis, but be sure to label them as
to where you got it. A person
can spend one day panning
streams in an area, covering
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that ore even if it goes up a

many square miles of drainage|tree. That same saying can be
basins, and later have the assays | applied to answer the question
to tell you what basin to go look | of where to go prospecting. I
at in more detail. Many ore de-: firmly believe that each new
posits leave their fingerprints in, Mine that will be found by the

the heavy minerals of the
streams draining them.

Most indirect methods used by
the large companies involved
detailed trace element work by

competent chemists. Sometimes, !

a very simple observation in the
field would do the same thing. I
remember a silver property that
carried a little bit of selenium.
There is a certain flower whose
color
when there is a trace of seleni-
um around, the flower is violet,
ecoming darker with more se-
lenium. I could actually trace
the silver veins on this property
by following the darkest violet
flowers! A detailed geochemical
sampling program could not
have done better. My point is,
don’t "overlook the obvious. For-
tunately the small miner is re-
ceptive to new ideas and also a
very good observer. So when you
go out prospecting, look closely
at the trees, grasses, cactus,
flowers as well as the rock.
Listen to what they are trying
to tell you.

I know that each of has
heard the saying about follow

ii-Valley Repair
l-—-—ALL MAJOR APPLIANCES—
FREE

Pickups, Estimates & Delivery

Phone 479-4926

is normally white, but.

i small miner will be near an area
where someone has found ore of
some kind before. The geologists
of the big companies will find
new ore deposits in virgin coun-
try, but we small miners will
not. We can not afford the so-
phisticated methods needed nor
do we comprehend the geologic
reason'ng involved. However, we
will find our share.

Start your prospecting trip in
an area where you know there
is mineralization, then work out
from it. Perhaps you can work
between two mining camps, try-
ing to find a possible connection
in mineralization. When someone
made a strike, he had plenty of
pals locking right around him for
another one, but their efforts de-
creased as the distance from the
strike decreased. The chance of
" ¥ e something on the door-
step of another mine is not too
igood, but the chance of finding
'something between two mines on
; the same trend is much better.

, In conclusion my basic philo-
y sophy on prospecting is to use
"your head and listen to Mother

Nature. Sometimes we get too
;educated and miss the obvious.
Good luck!
by Arden L. Larson, Geologist,

Multi Metals Inc.

DALE'S GULF & TIRE SERVICE
Propane -~ Diesel - Gas - Tires
for all makes and models

Service Is Our Business
650 Redwood Hwy., 476-4542




Waldo in its heyday. Otherwise known as S:ilor Diggins, it was the first county

seat of Josephine County. courtesy of the lllinois Valley News
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Gold Fever Strikes
All Over The West

by James

CRIPPLE CREEK, Colorado,
— Sassy and proud, she had,
fought the rot for years. But
ghosts, crumbling bricks iand
burrowing chipmunks were ev-
erywhere, and survival for this
town meant opening herself up
to infestations of welfare checks,
tourisis and $2 tours through
her bowels.

They were shameless conces-
sions. The fajthful knew men
would unlock her heart again
— a heart many believe is still

made of the largest, most lcon--l

centrated mass of high-grade
gold ore in the world.

Gold! They’re after it again
all over the west. Tin-horn hob-
byists, seeking a taste of the
past, stampede on weekends tio
nugge-bearing streams, and prio
fessionals, from grizzled sour-
doughs to major corporaticns,
are prospecting, refurbishing
and negotiating their way back
into production, spurred by soar-
ing prices for the metal.

The largest U.S. producer,
Homestake " °  Co. in South
Dakota’s Black started

scouring the west mn February

for other properties.
Nevada, major mines,
and Alaska, two in pro-
duction, will each have two

a year.

COUNTRY

P. Sterba
Inquiries double

California has no maior work-
ing mines, but two wold omnes

|are being rehabilitated and in-

quiries about risk-free mining

‘Ioans have been doubled, offi- 5 thousand miles of tunnels Mmines opened, and 58 passenger

cials there say. Montama, which
used to issue about 75 mining
permits per year, has issued
more tham 500 so far ithis year.

Claim buyers, thought to be
foolish only @ few years aco,
feel they cammot lose now. One
nf them, Howard Hughes. the
billionaire, reportedly paid $18
million since 1960 for 2,700
claims in Nevada.

Sellers of geld pans, small
dredees and metal detectors say
gold hunting is the fastest grow
ing hobby in the West. There
are panning clinics in Orecon,
and John Rose’s discovery last
October of a 28-ounce nugget—
he thought it was a cow pie
—in Sierra Country has helped
spread the fever in California.

For gold bugs, how-
ever, s all peanuts. For
here, nestled at 9,000 feet in

the shadow of Pike’s Peak, the
Cripple Creek-Victor Mining Dis
trict, site of the last and big-
gest gold rush camp of them
all, is baick in business.

It 1890 when

KITCHEN

Visit Us
on your way to the Oregon Caves

LOCATED 8 MILES OUT CAVES HWY.

OPEN EVERY DAY
Phone

7AM.TO9P.M.
2014

WESTERN BANK
lllinois Valley Branch

CAVE JUNCTION, OREGON
MEMBER F.D.L.C.

LEWIS SAW SHOF

HOMELITE CHAIN SAW
JONSERED’S CHAIN SAW
HOMELITE LAWNMOWER
JACOBSEN LAWNMOWER

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

— SALES & SERVICE —
CAVE JUNCTION

0d

BARR

AR CXATIA AT

STORE and

“Hunky Bunk Valley”

Just South of the Big Pine Campground

GOLD & PANNING

ON THE PREMISES

| mer about 100 men will be on

Bob Womack found it. Nobody Sourdough Gazette — 1974 lIssue -
believed him. He drank too
much. That tonsil varnish and’ .
gold went to his head. He sold known deposit of gold in the
out cheap and died broke: did-| Western world today,” he says.
n’t know he'd found what they ‘“The only thing like it was
call a geological quirk— a four ithe ‘Cahfovm.a mother lode and
by six mile basin of hardrock that was mined out long ago.
ore. This place never was.”

Drilling torturous | From the early 1890’s until

They took 20 million ounces'World War I, Cripple Creek
of goid out of her in the next|jumped. Fifty-five thousand peo-
40 years, more than California ple poured in to stay, as a-
and Alaska combined. She’s got 8ainst 500 now. More than 450

now, and it was torturous dril- trains a day chugged in and
ling because of the exmpenie ‘out. Preachers at the Whosoever

hardness of the rock. Will, the first church, waged

“Cripvle Creek is already WIolne,aJnd .105{5 w‘ahan’i wars !
up and petting out of bed af- | the sins gold attracted.
ter a long sleep,” said Dale
Weaver, owner of the El Paso !
Mine. “All the elements are
here for a real boom—I mean

profit.” |

For amateurs the lure is alg
wisn of vioneer discovery ina'
nation where everything seems
lknown or at least :
For the feverish and the pro-
fessionals, the catalyst is a
free market go'd price up from
$35 per ounce three yearsago
to more than $125 Jast week.

Nobody has to sell gold at
the government price of $42.22
an ounce. Some 1,300 domestic
licensees—~ jewelers, industrial
concerns and dental suppliers—
demand six million to eight
million ounces ia year and have
to pay the f{ree market price.

Domestic produetion, however,
is less than 1.8 million ounces
annually. The rest is imported,
so the market iz promising. And
if pending federal legislation be
comes law and allows ordinary
citizens to own gold iagain, the
price and demand may soar
higher.

Mines profitable

At the-old prices, only about
a dozen large mining concerns
made any money on gold, and
many mined it as a by-product

GLENN REESE, Owner

“WHERE MOST OFFERS ARE ACCEPTED"”

GRANTS PASS, OREGON

1 e S e - 4
Avrdupois weight is used for

— measuring common materials

while troy welight is used for
measuring the precious metals.

Stage coach holdups were
fairly routine along southern O-
regon routes in the 1880’s.

THE GOOD OLD DAYS
An ad appearing in the Ore-

ygon Observer on Jan. 19, 1910.
80 Acres, 10 cleared, one mil-

lion feet saw timber, 25 acres
in sheliered cove above frost
line, excellent for peaches oo
grapes. One half mile from
corporation lite of Grants Pass.
Price $1500 if sold within 30

§

w L d

"

Auto Sales

PHONE 476-4113

ARCTIC CIRCLE DRIVE IN

CAVE JUNCTION

SERVING YOU THE BRAND THAT MAKES A MEAL

!

Matt’s Automotive Center

while seeking other minerals. %AAA SERVICE
Costs of labor and equipment
had soared so high that reop- %24 HOUR TOWING
ening old mines was ncfi pro-
fitable. Until now. *ARCO PRODUCTS
PHONES: 6951 or 7001 NIGHTS 5512

In Cripple Creek—named after
the cows that broke theirlegs/
trying to cross it—there has)
been a rush of fresh
Virtually all the land is cﬂlaim-i
ed and few claims are for
sele. One 2.7-acre plot report-
edly bought at a tax sale eight
years ago for $40 is now for
sale at $125,000. Two small co-
' mpanies plan production by fall,
|amd major Lolders are explor-
ing, testing and rebuilding.

The largest, Golden Cycle Co-
,I'D.,plans spending $6 million re-

the payroll. Golden Cycle quiet-
ly gained conirol of more than
half the prime claims in the
district over the last decade, and
production could begin at the
1,200-ton-per-day Carlton Mill by
next year.

“It ism’t that were out of
gold here,” said Bill G. Rob-
inson, the town mayor and also
publisher of the weekly news-
paper, Cripple Creek Gold Rush.
He squashed 2 well-chewed ci-
gar butt with his boot.

Vote

FRONTIER
DRIVE IN

SHOWS
FRIDAY, SATURDAY,
and SUNDAY

The White Beauty

2 miles South
Y% WALKWAYS

of Cave Junction

CAMPSITES

GEORGE REYNOLDS, Owner and Operator

b

Redwood Highway
Cave Junction

BERMU
ROCK

The Decorative Rock

% STEPPING STONES

YBULK BERMUDA AT THE PLANT and
AVAILABLE AT YOUR DEALER

CAVE JUNCTION

JOSEPHINE COUNTY
TAXPAYERS LEAGUE

VISITORS WELCOME
MEET 3RD THURSDAY EACH MONTH
ROOM 100, COURTHOUSE

Don’t Moan

of Bermuda Rock

Will Enhance Your Home Too

Y BORDERS
DRIVEWAYS



The Small Miner;
The Forgotten Man

The Minring Record
June 27, 1972
Unfortunately the average citiz-
en fails to appreciate the im-
portance that the small miner
has played in the development
5f this country. Seldom does that

HAMMER’S

Model Market

Cave Junction, Ore.
WEEKEND SPECIALS
EVERY DAY

BOB’S
PAINT & GLASS

Dunn
Quality Paints

125 N.E. "E Street

Cliff Woodley

RES. 503-479-2794

PRECISION
PLUG CO.

Valley of the Rogue Bank

OUR FRIENDLY STAFF

JET BOAT TRIPS
on the famous Rogue River
TRIPS DAI Y

Leave from the Riverside Motel

TWO-HOUR TRIPS — 36 MILES ROUND TRIP
thru HELLGATE CANYON

479-7204
- CHILDREN UNDER 12

Weekend Gold
Fever Shows
-
Big Increase i g s pever puon

Record mumbers of weekend of other metals principally silver
miners with gold- fever have and copper.
swamped the California Depart- Gold is to be distinguished
ment of Fish and Game offices from certain yellow sulfides (pa-
for applications to use suction rticularly pyrite and chalcopy-
dredges on streams in the fa- rite) and yellow flakes off
mous Mother Lode country. ) micas its

With the price of gold near lity, In a-
$150 an ounce on the world mar- ¢id, and its specific gra-
ket, applications for dredge per- VY-
mits are running more than 50
per cent ahead of the record
volume for 1973.

By mid-June of this year, 3676
permits had been issued com-
pared to 2379 in the same period
in 1973.

Gold has a specific gravity of
193 when pure which means
that it is 193 times as heavy
as water.

479-9753
T & R WOOD PRODUCTS

Building Materials
330 Union Avenue

Grants Pass, Ore. 97526

Q!
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RUBBER STAMPS
Made In OQur Own Shop
PETE BOYKO STATIONERY
’Stationery and Book Store’
Ph: 476-2472 220 NW 6th St.
Grants Pass, Oregon

&

A-1 WELDING
Heli-Arc*Arc*Gas

® Steel Fabrication

® Machine Shop

® Custom Motorcycle Fabrication
® Race Car/Dune Buggy Frame:

Portable Welding

1540 Rogue River Hwy.
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526
Telephone 479-8244

CAR AIR CONDITION @ GENERAL REPAIR
PHONE 8511 CAVE JUNCTION

YAMAHA SPORTS CENTER
MGTORCGYCLE Sales & Service
EVERYTEHING for the Cyclist

for Septic Tank
Installation
Drain Field Work

STATE LICENSED and BO‘NDEDI

R. T. Littlefield

479-2802
Grants Pass, Oregon

‘ALSO

ll all kinds of
| Backhoe Wor

IR STV
TTTTTT N

ROGUE VALLEY TREES, INC.
EBWIN C. SMITH, INC
Intelligent Managesment

Saves Watersheds
and Prevents Pollution

P.O. Box 327, Grants Pass, Oregon 97526
Tel.: 503-476-5541 — Residence 476-6209
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Gold .
Silver $10?

from the Mining
March 6, 1974
Noting that half of all the gold
mined in the history of the world
is held in central banks because
it is recognized as the only pure
money, C. V. Myers said in his

b ———
IN & OUT IN A JIFFY

OPEN 365 DAYS—7 am.-1 a.m
Your Friendly Neighborhood Stor(

COMPLETE LINE OF GROCERIE:
FROZEN FOODS —SUNDRIES
BEER — WINE — CHAMPAGNE

605 N.E. 7th, Grants Pass
Phone 476-3384

HANDY PANTRY |
%

[&)]

latest advisory letter that there
is not a scrap of common sense
to the continuing re-
' on the use of gold. A
realistic price for gold would be
about $200 an ounce and the
price of silver can be expected
to reciate at least to a 2
to-1 ratio with gold, or $10 an

The Small Miner,
The Miner’s Greed |

by Arden L. Larson
Perhaps the most difficult
in the life of a small miner is
that time when he is discourag. _ Robert T. Littlefield of Grants
i w 1 full of Pass has purchased a mile of
N e are a ot our ups 'Harris M~ k, adjoining Henry

ounce. Myers further predicted and downs but when we are down |
rebuilding of the U, S. Navy to We dfeel h‘lfie {)elxkuyg a caseh (l)f'
keep up with the Russians will Powder and blowing the hole g.on) winer House, whichis a-
require scores of millions of shut. We live a life full of hard-'po s 190 miles morth of Fair
ounces of silver - more than our ShiPs and many disappointments. )

government has left, says Min. More often than not, we must “yp."yjttlefield traveled to A-

Speaker’s mine in Alaska. The
mine is situated about 8 miles

ing HidLites.

E. Geonrge Schaefer’'s Ilatest
market letter noted that both
gold and silver established new
highs last week and concluded
with “There is no fever like gold
and silver fever and we haven’t
seen anything yet.”

Richard Russell in his “Dow
Theory Letters” says, ‘Right
now 99 per cent of America does
not know @ thing about gold.
But the tide is large and it is
coming in, spurred on by the
furies of ignorance and inflation.”

LEWIS LAWLESS

%

take these rough times alone and |acka in May of this year to
that is the worst part. look over the property and plan
Many of us turn to our family (for acquiring mecessary equip-
for encouragement, others turn ment to rig the mine and get
to religion. We all turn to our- inta cperation in the next
selves. We are all alike in many |year or so.
ways, we are miners. As miners; While looking over the mining
we all exhibit a character so site, Littlefield found a quarter-
typical of our American herit- | ounce nugget. He fn an
age that we know why our count-| ¥ of $100 for ¥» nu
try is so strong. claming its value was far
Many of you have wvisited B gl‘eater as a souvenir of his
mill and read the creed that I'
have on my wall. Most of you
have wanted copies of it. I can

rot claim this creed as an ori-

ginal, it came out of an unknown RedWOOd
mining journal that I read sev- TRABING POST
eral years ago. As soon as I

read this creed I copied it and USED . . .

' have lived by it ever since. When

R. T. Littlefield Buys A Mile Of
. Hern’s Creek Mear Fairbanks

first find there.
Littlefield’s plans include tak-
ing his & ily, wife g

and daughters Becky iand Trina
to Alaska next year when he
is scheduled to set his pipe
prepare a ditch and get other e
quipment ready for operations.
He has been interested in min-
ing but has not actively mined
in this area.

Locally, Littlefield is engaged
in septic tank and drain field
installation and backhoe work
in Josephine

e e

GLASS REPLACEMENTS
'@ HOUSE @ AUTO
® TRUCK & HEAVY EQUIPMENT
® STORE FRONTS
@ SHOWER DOORS ® MIRRORS
® INSURANCE CLAIMS
@ FREE DELIVERY

City Auto Glass

125 N.E. “E”’
(Between 6th and 7th)
EMERGENCY CALL 479-2634
BILL KING or DEB ODEN

Lawless & Davison Roofing Co. §

P.O. BOX 1328, GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97526
479-1839

¢

I get very discouraged I read
i carefully, pick up my chin and
my spirits and tackle the prob-
lem at hand. I am taking the
liberty of introducing you to this
creed in the hope that it can

FURNITURE AND APPLIANCE 'Ph. 479-4822 Grants Pass, Ore.

BUY % SELL % TRADE

1327 Redwood Ave.
Grants Pass, Oregon

199

Josephine County

Membership: $3.00 per year

P.O. BOX 742, GRANTS PASS

TEL. 479-7827

)]
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YOU STRIKE

PAY

DIRT

When You Read

Granis Pass Daily Courier

News . .

THE COURIER excels in variety and
thoroughness of both national and

local news coverage, in

in the most complete news coverage

of the greater Grants Pass area.

Classified . .

THE COURIER excels

Display Advertising . . .

THE COURIER excels in giving its

advertisers a

pictures and some 27,000

time and convenignce .

tractive with

give some of you a pat on the PHONE 479-7611

back or a kick in the pants
(which ever you need). It is:

Remember patience and per-
severance are our trademark, EEEE——
hard work and hardship our life,
and happiness and success our
destiny.

STATE OF ALASKA
Mines Bulletin - May 1974

Equitable
Saving'

AUTO BODY
1724 Dowell Rd., Grants Pass
Home Phone: 476-6472
Business Phone: 479-9384

people™

EQUITABLE SAVINGS

301 N.E. SEVENTH ST.
GRANTS PASS, OR. 97526
479-337¢

5V4% INTEREST OM
OPEN SAVINGS ACCOUN1

839 Rogue River Hwy.

AUCTION HOUSE
11700 REDWOOD HWY.
Buy * Sell * Gonsign

WILDERVILLE, OREGON
G. SCHWARTZ, Auctioneer
476-4875

BUILDING SUPPLY

1750 Dowell Road
on the Redwood Highway
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

DAVID WATTS, MANAGER
LEON STUTZMAN, OWNER

“Our Prices are
Consistently Lower”

Phone 476-7557

THE FINEST IN TIRES

receptive audience of
every evening . . .

with advertising that awaits their

. . made at-
artwork, photographs

and complete details.

in classified

advertising offering the most varied

assortment imaqginable

of services,

real estate, busii.ess opportunities,

jobs and merchan4ise

for sale.

of all types

AND TIRE

SERVICES

EXPIRE CAMPER PROBUCTS ING.
504 N.E. F Street, Grants Pass, Oregon
Phone 503—479-5080

CUSTOM CAMPERS and TRAILERS,
BUILDERS and REPAIRERS



First Gold Mining Site In Oregon

The fir- mountain had bullt an &st:
st miners to work these mbdﬂ?ﬁ‘_n ainhad bull stamp

rich placers were
for rich rewards

phine Creek, so named by them joften abandoned & claim as scon
for a small girl with the party.'as the gravel dropped in its
The Althouse brothers, for whom Yield of gold, moving rapidly
the Althouse district was named, to any reported new_strike. In-
tent upon working only the very
richest grounds by crude hamnd

Scon aftev, a party of sailors, jmethods, they were unencumber-
reputedly deserters from a shipjed and could easily move ion
I‘arnrd zet v azZain in 1a new

The first gold mining in Ore- Waldo, and Kerbyville.
gon was that done in July 1850
by a party of prospectors from
Illinois at the mouth of Jose-

were in this group.

at Crescent Bay located goﬂdI
started the Sailors Diggins field.
camp. One strange legend of !

this site is that as they dug| The earliest miner’s councils
into the gravel they uncovered |to organize into mining districts
white man’s tools -especially @ —embryo governments— were
shovel- lef many years before.  Sailors Diggins and Althouse in
. . ‘ April 1852. These early day dis-

The big strikes near Jackson- tricts governed by a miner's

hard rock miners organizations
\was formed "in 1863 at the time
the Jewet mine on Grants Paiss

wan'dI By the 1870’s mining had nec-

essarily settled down to the or-
'den]?y development of the lower
) griade, but widespread placer
) gravels. This required the build-
‘iimg of long diiches and flumes
for large-scale hydnaulic opena-
tions. At this time many Chi-
nese, recently released from
the Transcontinental railr o a d,
were brought in as construction
laborers. The Chinese usually
worked in large gamgs, or ‘‘com-
panies” headed by a boss-man
manager, but before long broke
up imto small parties who left
the construction jobs to ‘“work
over” the depleted placers des-
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QUOKSET AUTC SALES

CARS - PICKUPS - TRUCKS — BUY, SELL, or TRADE
UNITS IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES

Rodney A. DuVal — Phone 476-2233
324 Redwood Hwy., Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

QUALITY MEAT ¢O.

— THE FINEST IN MEATS —
— COMPLETE CUSTOM PROCESSING —
Phone 479-8722
Corner Williams Hwy. & Fruitdale Dr.

ville in December 1851 were the council were the law of the orted by the original miners.

ones, however, which brought

land in the wabsence of a0y | A this many of them were -

the first real gold rush to O- formal government.
regon— coinciding with the fact

that the richer grounds in Cal- By 1854 d
ifornia had all been taken

up
, ; k _|plegate, Lower Applegate, and placer
B e oy T T g‘ralgice. The Ashland district was reached the peak of activity in
K, this period—-the largest— the
k Old Channel Mine, near Galice,
aptg!in 1870 was being worked a-’

Before long mining towns had
sprung So
‘gon:

Springs,

Redwood Auto
Wreckers

476-7755
“We Just Might Have It”

1665 Redwood Ave.

RADIO SHACK
& REVNOLES ELECTRIC

WHEN YOU THINK OF ELECTRONICS
... THINK OF THE RADIO SHACK

WHEN YOU THINK OF ELECTRIC & FIXTURES
... THINK OF REYNOLDS ELECTRIC

We Carry Power Poles too

Fruitdale Drive at Williams Hwy.

GRANTS PASS
NEW CAR

DEALERS
TRY HARDER

AUTO MARTIN LTD.
Datsun — Volvo — Mercedes Benz

BARTLE-McKEE, INC.
Cadillac — Pontiac — Olds
Buick — Opel — GMC

HOLZGANG MOTOR CO.
Lincoln — Mercury — Jeep

IVERSON-ENOCHS
Volkswagen

MOCK'S FORD SALES
Ford — Ford Trucks

CHARLIE MY BOY RETZLOFF
Dodge — Chrysler — Plymouth

SIGEL-TONKIN
Chevrolet

WHEELER MOTORS, INC.
Toyota

THE BEST DEAL ¥ THE BEST SELECTION

THE BEST SERVICE
GRANTS P~~~ "~ raR DEALERS
are BEST for you!

organized in 1858, Grave Cree
Coyote Creek, and Wolf C
Allen Willow followed m 1860. The Gr
Browntown, Pass district —the first of the

successful, eventua ly incurring

isiricts had been  the jealousy and hostility of
formed at Gold Hill, Upper Ap—“‘he white miners.

Many of the big placers

round the clock.

Lode gold mining became of
importance in the 1890’s, the
| Greenback in 1897, the Silent
| Friend in 1900 and the Eureka
jend Guamite Hill in 1901. The
Benton Mine developed in 1911
became the biggest producer,
rand was the largest industrial
employer in Josephine Courty
untit its closure in 1942—closed
by War Production Board Order
1.-208, which ordered all non-
essential mining closed <clown.
Gold mining was then consid-
aned non-essential.

The records of the U.S. Mint
are not always .an accuraie
yardstick of gold production ,
since much gold has beem re-
tained by the finders, much
,has been kept as specimen and
‘show pieces, some has been
made into jewelry, and a lo:
of it was used in its natural
'state for exchange and often

show nearly seventeen million
dollars produced in the State
of Oregon from 1848 to 1882—
at the then prevailing price of
gold this represents an even
million Troy ounces of pure
golld. The following sixteen yeans
the record preduction for South
western Oregon was $5,800,000,
and the period from 1900 to
i1912—$5,500,000 nearly, the peak
year of 1906 produced $600,000.

Gold production then declined)

,steadily except for a small in-

In January 1934 the Mint
/price of gold was raised from
1$20 to $35 per fine ounce by
!‘a\n Act of

methods, more efficient dredges
and the higher price production
increased dramatically in South-
_western Oregon— reaching ia
: peak of $1,050,000 in 1940.

I War II effected amia-
 jor set-back in gold mining ac-
tivity. Higher wages lured many
minens into Defense industries,
many went into military service,
and material shontages crippled
many operations. The War Pro-
duction Board Order classifying
gold mining as non-essential and
ordering closure of ‘the mineg
was a blow from which mining
has never recovered. Sincethen,
the post-war rise in wages and
prices and the frozen priceof
gold have created a situation
not likely to encourage produc-
tion.

Use what you
need ...

but save

all you can.

PAGIFIC PEWER
& LIGKT GO.

® PRE-HUNG @ BI-PASS

Fire Ins. Exchange
Truck Ins. Exchange

" crease following World War I.

With im-|
proved and mining |

UNIOX BOOR  CABINET

@ BI-FOLD @ POCKET
® RUSCO ALUM. WINDOWS @ MIRROR BI-PASS

JIM BATY, Owner
334 Union Ave., Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Phone 479-0020

KOHLER + BRIiGGS & STRATTON +# TECUMSEH

JOHN DEERE ¥ SIMPLICITY

Wade’s Rentals

479-1339
1119 Rogue River Hwy., Grants Pass, Oregon
Open Daily. Monday - Saturday — 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday. 9 am. -4 p.m.

Mid Century Ins. Co.
New World Life Ins. Co.
Farmers Insurance Exchange

Auto - Truck - Fire - Compensation - Life - Bonds
—AIll types and kinds to fit your needs—

AL WRIGHT

iNSURANCE AGENT
24-HOUR PHONE 476-4421

BERT'S PLUMBING

PLUMBING — HEATING
NEW INSTALLATIONS
REPAIR WORK OF ALL KINDS
DE-ROOTER SERVICE

1448 WILLIAMS HWY. 479-3588

Green Valley Investment

LAND @ CONSTRUCTION

Phone 8421 P.O. Box 593, Cave Junction, Ore.

ts Pass
Hardware, Inc.

HARDWARE and GENERAL MERCHANDISE
132 S.E. H Street Phone 476-6866

GARY BAILEY
CONSTRUCTION INC.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
Serving Southern Oregon

OFFICES—SCHOOLS—CHURCHES—APARTMENTS

Y INDUSTRIAL % COMMERCIAL
YBACKHOE BULLDOZER ¥ CRANE SERVICE
479-7715

1586 Dowell Road
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When the hydraulic giants roared the land revealed its gold. The scenes
above are probably from the Waldo area. Courtesy of the lllinois Valley News
ALT
P
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State Geologist Asks Delay In Wilderness

The following is a letter writ-
ten to Senator Hatfield in re-
gards to the enlargement of the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness area by
Raymond E. Corcoran, State Ge-

ologist:
Dear Senator Hatfield
On 'March 12, the GRANTS

PASS COURIER -carried an ar-
ticle with accompanying map
showing proposed enlargement of
the Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area
which you are introducing along
with proposed enlangement of!
other Wilderness areas in Oregon
and Washington.

I would like to register strong
disapproval of any increase in the
size of the Kalmiopsis Area. 1
am familiar with the geology -and
mineral deposits in this region,
and our Department is presently
involved in research to gather
additional information.

A report on the geology and
mineral resources of the Illinois
River dranage area was prepar-
ed by Mr Terry Close of the
U.S. Bureau of Mines and Mr
Len Ramp of this Department to
assist the U.S. Forest Service in
evaluating the area for inclusion
in the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System. I will request
that the U. S. Bureau of Mines
furnish you with a preliminary
copy of this report.

‘Mr Kamp has recently com-
pleted a detailed geologic map|
co ering the Upper Chetco River{
drainage including the Kalmiop-!
sis Wilderness and Big Craggies
which will soon be published by
our Department as a bulletin.
The report will include a dis-
cussion of the mineral resources.
We will send a copy of this]
bulletin as soon as it is avail-
able.

Much of the area is mineraliz-
ed. Because we know hat valu-
able mineral deposits are un-
usual rather than commonplace
and that these deposits are or
can be extremely important to
the future de elopment of our
domestic m'ning industry, we be-
lieve it would be wrong to in-
clude such areas in our National
Wilderness System.

A large portion of the proposed
area to the south of the present
Kalmiopsis Wilderness is under-
lain by ultramafic rocks. Soils
developed from these rocks are
often enriched in nickel. These
red nickel-bearing soils (nickel-
iferous laterites) have attracted
the attentlon of several mmmg

HOMES — RANCHES
INCOME — BUSINESS

Dale A. Clark *"

Professional
Real Estate Counseling

Dale Clark Realty

Phone: 503-479-5341

618 S.W. 6th Street
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

GOOD SIGNS ARE
SKLENT SALESMEN

COWGER’S
SIGNS
Phone 479-3921

638 Rogue River Highway
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Rogue Cleaners

245 S.E. "G St.
(dcross from Safeway)
FINISH & CLEAN
ONLY 50¢ LB.
also LAUNDROMAT with
MAYTAG WASHERS
ALTERATIONS, ETC. GLADLY
Phone (503) 476-4228

 companies such as Inspiration’

Copper and Hanna Mining have
on-going exploration programs. A
large number of claims have
been located and considerable
preliminary sampling and drill-

area just northwest of Big
gies are high on the priority
for investigation of nickeliferous
laterites.

Other mineral¢ known to occur
within the proposed enlarged Kal-

ing have given encouraging re- |mmpSJS Wilderness include chro-

sults.
Our

posed a nickel resource study

mite, gold, copper, cobalt, and

’ .
ent recently pro- Platinum.

We hope that you will postpone

that should be under way by late  recommending these areas for in-

summer. The Chrome Creek -
Baldface Creek - Doe Gap area

clusion in the Wilderness and
await a more complete evalua-

|
|

tential.

Mining companies are very re-
luctant to spend any effort in
developing mineral resources in
established or even PROPOSED
Wilderness areas. The prospect
of poliical impediments in ad-
dition to the usual exploration
problems are very d1scourag1ng
to them.

Mr Ramp a significant
portion of five field seasong map-
ping in the Kalmiopsis Wilder-

" to the south and the Collier Creek tion of the mineral resource po- ' ness between 1966 and 1971. He

Sourdough Gaxzette — 1974 Issue

reports that during that time it
was a rare occason to see any
other persons using the area. He
has taken subsequent trips into
the area and seen only slightly
greater use. On the basis of this
obvious lack of use, I cannot see
the need for - enlangmg the Wil-
derness.

Sincerely yours,
Raymond E. Corcoran

——

CONNECTING WITH THE DAILY STAGES

Toal the bnterior Mining "Fonwns in Novihern 4

Sl and Southern Orezon,

Tichewd throng b from S n wks o, thrduzgh Mavysvithe over the
Raitroid 1o Orvoville, conneeting there with the

* OREGON LINE OF STAGE COACHES!
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Bruce & Van’s

Redwood & Caves Highway
Cave Junction, Ore.

“SERVICE WITH A SMILE"

Hazel’s
Nutrition Centre

VARIETY OF HEALTH FOODS
and FOOD SUPPLEMENTS

770 Caves Hwy.

Cave Junction

LIPPERT’S
CARPET

NEVER LESS
THAN 450 ROLLS IN STOCK
FOR YOUR CHOICE

Phone 476-7641
1150 Rogue River Highway

Grants Pass, Oregon

This gold mill is being put up in Jackson County to Treasury continues to argue a-
handle ore from the owner’s mine on Miner’s Creek. It will gainst the use of gold -in inter-
afso be available for custom ore work by the ton, if anyone national money affairs and says
is interested, and has enough ore for at least a week’s run. it is not against citizens owning _

It is a 10 ton Strobb Ball Bill, with a 3 x 6 foot amalagum

plate.

The table is 4 x 8 foot and the motion is furnished by

a counter balanced wheel.

This is an all electric mill and the power is from a 5 kw ficial monetary unit.

power piant.

Ray Ferguson is the owner and operator.

Gold

_&__-——=l—from the Sourdough Gazette—

KERBYVILLE GHOST TOWN

Western Fun for Everyone
Visit and See - Antiques in the
TRADING POST
ASSAY OFFICE
GENERAL STORE
BLUE GOOSE SALOON
BLACKSMITH
BARBER SHOP
SHERIFF'S OFFICE & JAIL
JUDGE'S OFFICE
BOOTHILL
24 mi. so. of Grants Pass

on Redwood Highway

ﬂ

Wilderness Lodge
Motel-Cafe-Union 76

NEW MANAGEMENT

OPEN 7 AM.
7 DAYS A WEEK
13730 Redwood Hwy.
476-4873

JERRY & ALICE GROVE
e —
_—,———— e

HONEY’S
DRESS SHOP

CAVE JNCTION

Latest in Fashions

BANKAMERICARD
MASTER CHARGE

PHONE 4151

N

Summer, 1963

DREDGE,
LAST SUCCESSFUL OPERATION

The mechanization of the 1930’s
brought about a huge piece of
gold extracting equipment, the
dredge. Not only was it huge in
size but constituted a like nvest-
ment. This mechanical giant could
do the work of 2500 miners while
floating on a lake it excavated
for itself when working and mov-
ing ahead. The Rogue River Gold
Company which operated a
dredge on Grave Creek proved
io be the most successful of the
many who tried this type of op-
eration.

Rising wages, more expensive
equipment and higher transporta-
tion costs were factors in reducs
ing the margin of profit for the
gold miner. The beginning of the
1940’s found only a few of the
many mines in Josephine County
operating and the arrival of
World War II brought an abrupt
end to all gold mining. The past
twenty years have brought about
little change in the gold mining
picture. Most of today’s gold min-
ing is carried on by hobbyists
and aging oldtime prospectors.

CHINESE

No tale of early day mining
would be complete without men-
tioning the Chinese and the part
they played in tlhie mines as well

Wilderville Arco

Wilderville, Oregon
PHONE 479-8500

e o

&

WE BUY, SELL or CONSIGN

ANYWHERE - - ANYTIME

{

GRANTS PASS, OREGON

JACK JUEDEN
RETAIL SALES DAILY

)

PHONE
476-2113

Manufacturers of Quality Masonry Material

@ FIREPLACE

Mon. thru Fri.—8-5

HAL SKUDSTAD

® MASONRY SUPPLIES

Sat.—8-12
Phone (503) 479-1323

Diggers At Work
l‘n Josephine Gounty

znu squirrel them away in banks
or under the bed, maybe.

'More News About

Until gold production increases

Buying, Selling
it i ssible th he;
Our Geld be a new rise i the price. of

{ After more than 40 years, it gold, possibly as much as $500
| may soon be legal for Americans an ounce. Whatever happens,
to buy and sell gold. Americans, like Europeans, can
The move to legalize gold in follow the “golden” rule: When
the United States has been forg- & doubt, hoard gold!
ing ahead the past two years.
Bilis favoring gold ownership
tave been introduced by con-
gressmen from mining states in
the west. But the Treasury De-
partment has opposed lifting the
ban and in the past Congress
has not moved to legalize gold
ownership.

Shifts in opmwen in Congress
and the administration indicate
the miners may win out. The

EGGERS
VALLEY CLOTHING

General Merchandise
for the home

BANKAMERICARD
MASTER CHARGE

201 Redwood Hwy.
'‘Cave Junction, Ore.

‘ gold. What it would like to do
first is work out an agreement
with other nations which would
ban the use of gold as an of-

)

s

ROLEY’S PAGIFIC
SUPPLY GO.

ALL TYPES OF
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
and HARDWARE

1550 Williams Hwy.
and Union Ave.

Gold is now one of the few
itemgs that has shown a greater
price increase than the general
rate of inflation -and Congress is
now putting the squeeze on the
Treasury Department. ‘

During the past year the price

, of gold topped $200 an ounce on| Tel. 503-479-7578
the free market. It has settled
' recently to about $160—still much |~
as in the lives of the miners. hizer than the official monetary | S —— o

As many as 3500 Chinese were pegged price of $42.20 an ounce
working around Waldo in the If the gold ownership ban i§
early 1870’s. Most of them were ended, as indicated by the House
engaged in mining. They were vote in an article on @ one
usually “neat” miners and could! it is expected that the first re.

take out gold in diggings wheh sult would be a spurt of activity

[ a

Refrigeration and
.

ha}d been abandoned by the white in dormant gold mines in Cali- Appllances

miners. fornia,” Colorado and ot‘hert

states in the west. And people | sales & sel'Vice

, whq wanted to hedge against in-
flation could v gold bars FRANCHISE G.E. DEALER
Midtown Cave Junction

VINCE'S

PATIENTLY WAITING

Gold minings’ epic chapter in
early Americana is rapidly reced-

ing ever fartli into the distant| March 9 1910—Mr

past” put effect upon theithe invincible, is too blﬂ;mgisuei%i
region will forever remain inscrib ling and taking out the yellow
ed on the pages of history. metal to even come down to
can serve as a foundation for the for his mail.

“present,” and a hopeful dream
Dec. 9, 1899—Since the fire

of the area’s *‘future” prosperity. .

Yes, like all faithful sourdoughs @ Office of the Grants Pass
of the past who were always hope | C°ffill Co. is at Hale’s Furniture
ful of making that “strke of a|otore Text to the Layton Hotel.

They are stll selling fine trim-

lifetime,” are the Sourdoughs of
the present who are patiently’med caskets at $10 and $20.

‘ rra s

— —— —————

CAVES
BUILDING
SUPPLIES

waiting for the price of gold to Wo}?d o Marcléans;,e }r?:wwib; EVERYTHING
make a glorious jump to at least - ‘
some nice nu ets, bought a FOR THE BUMNDER
frzg’keangg(l)lcrllceevse(;'ythgostggctglz‘i’g a:tI went b c’ﬁa hﬂ sEpplies Cave Junction, Ore.
dream of “Striking It Rich” o Mol Dackd fo hunt some
To most early day minersin twzzencvc-az NS
_Southwestern Oregon platinum BALDWIN’S

The foregoing article has con-'was considered a nuisance and
centrated on tracing the progress : was thrown away.
of gold mining in Josephine Coun. A May 28, 1886—A nugget weigh-
ty during the past century. Let g $300 was mecently picked
it not be overlooked, however, that UP by McDonal on Wagner
other minerals have also been creek. It is said to be ia beau-
unsuccessfully and profitably min- ty
ed. Among these were the rich
copper deposits, particularly those [
in the Illinois Valley, limestone,
chrome, and marble. A slab of
this latter material was Oregon’s
contribution to the Washington
Monument, Washington. D. C.,
completed in 1884. The block was
cut at Williams from a lime de-
posit which later became the
Oregon Lime Products Co.

Machine Shop

945 Caves Hwy.
Cave Junction, Oregon

Dec. 2, 1899—George K. Quine
is in this city from Riddles.
He is now engaged in hauling
nickel ore from mines to
the station for east
to be tested.

WOODLAND ECHOES
MOTEL - CAMPGROUND
8 mi. on Oregon Caves Hwy.
7901 Caves Hwy.,
Cave Junction, Ore. 97523
Ph. CJ 2011 - Owner Don White

With The Friendliest Box Boys in Town
In The Grants Pass Shopping Center

Hours: 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Daily

MATT'S
AUTO SALES

(Across from the Fairgrounds)

690 Union Avenue
Phone 479-2403



| 'Mining and Minerals
COUNTRY

Policy Act of 1969

Sec. 2. The Congress declares gress a report on the state of
that it is the continuing policy,the domestic mining and minerals

Groceries
Post Office
Petrol Stop

DOWNTOWN KERBY

ccurage (1) the development of
an economically sound and stable
domestic mining and minerals
industry, (2) the orderly develop-
ment of domestic mineral re-
sources and reserves necessary to
assure satisfaction of industrial
and security needs, and (3) min-
ing, mineral, and metallurgical
research to promote the wise
and efficient use of our mineral
resources. It shall be the respon-
sibility of the Secretary of the
Interior to carry out this policy
]in such programs as may be au-
thorized by law other than this
Act. For this purpose the Secre-
tary of the Interior shall include
in his annual report to the Con-

A COMPLETE ROOF OF
PROTECTION

e ———

Rough & Ready
Lumber Gompany

BOX 326

‘Many fine Companies
to serve your needs
PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL
Your home, auto, & liability

Your life, health & income
Your business risks

Cave Junction,

Contact us any time Oregon
101 S. Redwoodony.'
Cave Junction regon
BUS. 6961 — HOME 7191 l PHONE 2301

Herb’s Trailer Supplies Service
and Mobile Sales

PHONE 2895
205 W. Watkins Street

Cave Junction

Rick’s
Precision Import Service

324 Caves Highway, Cave Junction, Ore. 97523

Phone 8561
PARTS & SERVICE

FOR ALL IMPORT CARS

H&B
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

WE TRADE, SELL, BUY, & REPAIR
Y SMALL ENGINES ¥ MOWERS Y TILLERS

Across from the Valley News
Cave Junction, Ore.

YOU NAME IT, WE 'GOT IT, OR WE'LL GET IT

For that Vacation of a Lifetime or
for a retired couple with ayento follow the sun,
ROGUE RECREATION is your one stop

Recreation Vehicle Center

NEW vk USED v TRADES v PARTS v SUPPLIES
HITCHES ¥ SERVICE

ROGUE RECREATION SALES

Next to the Fairgrounds Stadium

925 Redwood Ave., Grants Pass  Phone 479-8396

of the Federzl Government in the!industry, including a statement 49th Dist
national interest to foster and en-'of the trend in utilization and RETAIN 1872

| depletion of these resources, Lo-
gether with such recommenda-
tions for legislative programs as
may bhe necessary to implement
the policy of this Act.

If Congress would enforce this
act and make the Secretary of
the Interier carry out this Act
instead of trying to pass new
regulations, such as the New
Forest Service Proposals and the
BLM’s new proposals. If he
would only do his job as stated
in this Act, then the small min-
ers and prospectors would be
getting help from these agencies
instead of getting a rmn-around.
Why has this Act been overlook-
ed by the Congress? Write your
Congressman and get some ac-
‘ tion.

 Assessment
 Work

| The July 15, 1971 Federal Re-
' gister carried the following pro-
posed rule with regard to annual
assessment work.

“Bffect of Failure to Perform
)A.ssessment Work. a) Failure of
! a mining claimant to comply sub-
stantially with the requirement of
an annual expenditure of $100 in
labor or improvements on a
claim imposed by Section 2324 of
the Revised Statutes (30 U.S.C.
28) will render the claim sub-
ject to cancellation. b) Failure to
make the expenditure or perform
the labor required upon a loca-
tion will subject a claim to relo-
cation unless the original own-
er, his heirs, assigns, or legal
representatives have resumed
work after such failure and be-
fore relocation.”

Many claim owners interpret
the proposed rule as permitting
the Department of the Interior to
cance! mining claims without
court proceedings in those in-
stances in which it determines

the claimant has not substantial-,

ly complied with the annual as-
sessment work requirements.
from the Ore Bin
October, 1971

Gold Was Galled
“Tears of the Sun’

The Incas of South America
called gold “The Tears of the
Sun” and their goldsmiths made
some of the most beautiful works
of art from the precious metal.

Private ownership of gold was
forbidden in the Inca nation, and
all the gold that was mined was
concentrated in the palaces of
the Incan emperor. |

One day there happened along
a Spanish conquistador named
Pizarro, who with a small group
of horsemen laid a kidnap on the
Inca emperor and separated him
from his gold. It made easy pick-
ings for Pizarro not to have to
shake down all the citizenry to
round up the gold.

Maybe there is a lesson here
similar to not having all the eggs
m one basket—spread ’em out
for safety’s sakel

CAPP’S
Pump Shop

PUMPS—WATER SYSTEMS
WHIRLPOOL BATH
1349 Redwood Ave.

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526
PHONE 476-7324

$

8
J

Ben W. Kilpatrick ~==———~==

., "“Oregon’s Most Beautiful Gift’’

DEM%‘ERAT A Tremendous Gift Selection
- MYRTLE CRAFT STUDIO
saale Represenlahve Store Hours: 9 am-5 pm Winters
rict 8:30am - 6 p.m. Summers

Josephine County !
MINING LAWS |

Have My Own Claims
Worked in Mining

Sen W. Kilpatrick,
3100 Demaray Dr.,
Grants Pass, Oregon

e

SUNSET

Phone 479-1212
1910 Redwood Ave.
COMPLETE GROCERY LINE
Beverages — |ce
Picnic Supplies
8 am. to 10 p.m.

& JAKE WARD

% Ask About Our Tours
% Mail Orders Welcome
1885 DoweH Grants Pass

g

Sherm’s & Zelda’s
199 TAVERN
1320 Redwood Ave.
“THE RIGHT PLACE”

e ———

KERBYVILLE MUSEUM

INVITES YOU AND YOURS,
TO STOP IN AND LOOK THE PAST OVER
.. NO CHARGE. .

in Downtown Kerby on Highway 199
Tel. Cave Junction 3161

. V. FARMERS
BUILDING SUPPLY

Quality Materials For Less

A FRIENDLY PLACE TO DO BUSINESS
CAVES HIGHWAY, CAVE JUNCTION, ORE.

WE TAKE TRADES

Charlie My Appliances
Sales and Service

TV — STEREO — APPLIANCES
OPEN: MONDAY - SATURDAY—8:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M

1470 N.E. 7TH — PHONE 479-5528
Master Charge BankAmericard

OREGON CAVES
NATIONAL MONUMENT
“The Marble Halls of Oregon”

GUIDED TOURS DAILY

D

DD =

OREGON CAVES CO.

JUNCTION INN

SOUTHERN OREGON'S
FINEST
MOTOR INN

Restaurant ¥ Lounge
Heated Pool y Air Condition
Color T.V.

Gave Junction
Oregon

U.S. 199 and Caves Highway

Near Oregon Caves National Monument



MORE ABGUT . . .

A New Look at Modern Mining

tree production. No clear cutting
is permitted and the entire re-
gion of approximately 5,000 acres
is being managed on a sustain-
ed yield basis. Several test pits
opened to a depth of 10 feet or
more 20 years ago are now ob-
scured by trees. As a direct re-
sult of this program, soil ero-
. sion and stream pollution have
~¥yeen redaced and the land is

e .-&Sthetlcally enhanced.

Sand and gravel operators have
found that umsightly gravel pits
can be landscaped and made in-
to attractive home sites featur-
ing a lake with swimming and
boating facilities. Currently in
the Salem area, Walling Sand
and Gravel Co. is converting min-
edout gravel pits into public-
use areas. In addition to picnic
facilities, the company has ar-
ranged with the Oregon Game
Commission to have the ponds
occupying the former pits stock-
ed with legal-size fish. The re-
sponse from the public has been

enthusiastic. As a side venture
the company obtained for
duck-nest platforms, were

erected in a secluded location
within the pit, and several pairs
of migratory birds have nested
there.

The reclamation work of Port-
er Brothers in Bear Valley, Ida-
ho, is well known. In northern
California, as long as 30 years

Harmes and Larson dredg-
ed and then leveled and resoil-
ed 100 acres along Horse Creek.

NIPP’S
, -
GREENHOUSE
BEDDING PLANTS, SEEDS,
BULBS, and FERTILIZERS
—OPEN THE YEAR AROUN
TO SERVE YOUR
GARDENING NEEDS—

3500 Redwood Hwy., Grants Pass
Phone 476-2128

o

OPEN DAILY 9.9
SUNDAY 10-6

NOW . .. you can
Charge your
Prescriptions
at Pay Less

WHEELESS
ENTERPRISES

ALL SERVICES 24 HOURS

Wheeless Ambulance
& Wrecker Service

Sick Room
Rental Supplies

Wheeless Taxi
Freeway Union
Don’s Automotive

ALL SERVICES 479-2625

1309 N.E. 6TH STREET
GRANTS PASS, OREGON

In this instance it is interesting
to note that the cost of doing
the reclamation work was exact-
ly double the original value of
the land.

Most surface-stripped land can
be reclaimed and water pollution
held to a minimum. The mining
industry is willing and eager to
do it, but the sad fact remains
that all too often the land own-
er is more interested in imme-
diate from rent sand royal-
ties on mineral deposit than
in a long-tern investment. Clear-
ly something must be done.

The problems are these:

1. The failure by large seg-

ments of the people to recognize
that mining is an essential in-
indispensable to our way
of and to our very exisi-
ence. What sets modern man u-
part from his ancestors is hs
use of metals and minerals.

2. Although mining operations
on state and ' federal lands are
controlled by existing legislation
and present mining practices,
there has been a real problem
where the operation was on pri-
vately-owned land. The landown-
er has needed to be educated in
the value of his land after min-
ing, not just for himself but for
the economy of the community.
Hopefully the new reclamation
law will help correct this.

3. Mining is not the only indus-
try that has environmental prob-
lems, ani the matter should be
viewed m its entirety. Basically,
stream pollution and land abuse
are the b - of civiliza-
tich. and @& record dates back
7,000 years.

4 There is a need for realiza-
tion that any regulatory meas-
ures to control mining activity
must be drawn with care lest
the industry be destroyed. Over
the past 30 years # of *h
legislation related to mining has
been of a restrictive nature, in
sharp contrast to a great num-
ber of laws passed to help near-
ly every other phase of our eco-
nomy.

The mined Land Reclamation
Act for the state of Oregon,
which went into effect July 1,
1972, is designed to rectify many
of the problems related to the

. increasing demand for minerals,

particularly aggregate. In some
areas there is a diminishing sup-,
ply of these non- -renewable re-

ACADEMY PRINTING
& MAILING SERVICE
479-2571
9th & "G’ -St., Grants Pass
Photocopies, Printing, Typing,
Wedding Invitations, Rubber

® MARK Il @ COUGAR

HOLZGANG
MOTORS

‘ 941 S.E. Sixth Street

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Bob Holzgang - Don Boyer
Owners

Business (503) 476-6844

GATELEY'S

| FATRWAY MOTORS

954 S.W. Sixth Street
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

® USED CARS
® PICKUPS ® TRUCKS

JOHN 476-7289
JFRRY 479.1402
DOIIG 479.4104
DAVE 479-6584

sources,

MORE ABOUT . . .

Stake Your Claim

‘regarding the recording of the

plus steadily shrinking  location in the county recorder’s

areas where mineral resources | office, discovery work, etc.

may be obtained, and a growing |

awareness by the public general-
ly that far befter use must be
made of all our land. Briefly
the new law requires aggregate
producers and miners who mine
more than 10,000 cubic yards or
disturb more than two acres of
land annually to provide a per-
formance bond a mining plan, a
reclamation and evidence
that the and the pro-
posed use followmg cessation of
mining' meet with the approval
of the appropriate local govern-
ent. Visual screening, where
necessary, will be required; wa-
ter pollution will be controlled;
and when the mining operation

is complesed the site must bel
left in a suitable condition forl

a planned subsequent use.

This new law parallels one now
in force in the State of Wash-
ington. It is hoped that the ex-
perience reported from Washing-
ton will be repeated here in Ore-
gon. Our sister state has been
getting  excellent cooperation
from aggregate operators, state
and federal agencies, and local
governments. Some Washington
operators, teo small to come un-
der the law, have voluntarily a-
greed to abide by the regula-
tions, no decubt corsidering that
it is good public relations tio
do so.

Gold miners of the early days
had it easy. They ¥4 dig gra-
vel, remove the gold, and leave
the pits and piles of tailings be-
hind, because in those days gold
mining was the major source of
income in the remote regions
where gold was found, and no
one really cared ha t #¥h gp-
pearance of the environment.
Nowadays, gravel deposits are be-
ing mined for another purpose -
aggregate. Billions of tons of
sand and gravel, plus large a-
mounts of limestone, gypsum,
and clay, go inko the concrete
] freeways, bridges, office
buildings, shopping centers, apart
ment houses, condominiums, fore
court fountains, and a
other eoncrete uses that have
come with the rise in our stand-
ard of living and increase in pop-
ulation. As a result. pits and
piles of gravel can be seen a-
cross the land. Strictures are
being placed on industry to cur-
tait the environmental effects
created by these and all other

mining operations. This reclama-.

tion will cost large amounts of
money and the added expense
must be passed on ultimately to
the consumer, who willingly or
unwillingly will pay more for
commedities in order to maintain
or improve his life style. Thus,
in the final analysis, the con-
sumer is as much a contributor
fo the environmental consequen-
ces of mining as is the miner
himself.

from the Ore Bin
July 1972

We'd Like To Get To Know You

First National
Bank of Oregon

GRANTS PASS BRANCH

GRANTS PASS, OREGON
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Any person who is a citizen
of the United States, or who
has declared his intention to
become a citizen, may locate,
record, and hold a mining claim
of 1, 00 linear feet alon;g the

of any mmeral vein or

subject to The
lateral extent of of
veins o1' lodes shall 1n no case
exceed 300 feet on each side
of middle of the vein at the
surface.

No lode claim shall be lo-

cated until after the discovery
of a vein or lode within the

of the claim, she object
of provision is ev1dently
to prevent the of
presumed ° ground for
speculative to the ex-
clusion of Prospeciors,
before work has been

done to deterinine whether
vein or lede really exists.

The location notice should give
the course and distance as
ly as pracacsble from the
covery shalt on the claim to
some permanent, well k nown
points or abjects. It should ailso
give the section, township and
range.

All placer-mine claims locat-
ed after May 10, 1872, shall
conform as nearly as prva'ctloalble
with the United States systemy
of public lard surveys and the
recbangular subdivisions of such
surveys, A such locations shiall
not ° more than 20 acres
mndividual claimant. A
by two can not
exceed 40 acres, one by
three pemsons can noil exceed
60 acres.

But one discovery of al
is required to support a placer
n whether it be of 20
acres by an individual, or of
160 acres or less by an assoc-
iation of persons.

The annval expenditure to the
am wt of $100 must be made
upon placer as well as lode lo-
ca.uons

Failure wo perform the annual
assessment work will subject a
claim to relocation unless the
original locator, his heirs,assigns
or legal 1epresenha|mves have re
sumed work after such flailure
and before relocation.

In the case of a lode claim
the discovery shaft or trench
should consist of the excavation
of at least 5 cubic yards of
material to constitute the [o-
cation work on a placer claim.

Some, but mot all, state land
is open to mineral entry. Fol-
lowing discovery, a location is
made in the same manner as
for claims on federal forests.

Sourdough Gazette — 1974 lssue
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ED and ELLIE LORR
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| Camping Equi pemt ® Hardware
| Polytoam @ Gold Pans & Picks
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| Phone: 476-5248
i 218 S.W. Redwood
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L&M
AUTOMOTIVE
WHERE QUALITY and

WORKMANSHIP
COMES FIRST
108 Union Ave.

476-6271

TITLE INSURANCE
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JOSEPKINE
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TITLE §O.

""YOUR ONLY
HOME-OWNED
TITLE COMPANY”
507 N.E. 6th Street
Phone 476-6884
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COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE
Nationwide Trailer Rentals
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=~ Wrecker Service

*"Need a Tow—Call Bill Lowe’

Horse Trailer Rentals
24-HOUR TOWING SERVICE
PHONE 479-5501
780 Union Ave, Grants Pass, Ore.

A lease agreement must he ob- -

tained from the State Land
Board, State Capitol Building,
Sallem before any mining can
be done

The best information on patent
ing procedures is contained in
the pamphlet “Information Re-
lative to the Procedure of Ob-
taining Patent to a Mining
Claim” issued by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Land Management and

available from the Bureaw’s land |

office, 710 E. Holloday Street,

Portland 12, Oregon.

ﬂ—m

PMONE 476-7288

ACE TIRE
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NEW & USED TIRES
NEW & USED WHEELS

1077 Rogue River Hwy.
Grants Pass, Ore.
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Sales & Service for
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_
Oregon
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| Gompany

“A NICE PLACE TO SHOP —

ON THE REDWOOD HIGHWAY”
at Willow Lane
FRANK SPECHT
1900 Demaray Drive
Grants Pass, Oreaon 97526
Phone (503) 479-7214



