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MILLIONS II\I�(;Ql /)j . · · 1111�'1'4''4\'•·H'\l\\.� · . WITH HANK SPEAKER · is ·one of those men we've been · talking 
· · Many books have expounded on the about, a '49er through and through. 
adventure and romance of the Gold Rush of ln. 1929, when the depression hit, Hank 
the 19th and 20th ·centuries here in the . Speakerwasjustayoungman.falling timber 
United States. The most celeqrated miners onJhe Oregon·co�st; But, like most men at 
are, of course, the 49 ers. ttiat time, he losfhis job when the timber 

The 49 ers were �.different breed. They industry faifed. This wa� probably the best 
were men thatwentout alone, on their own, thing that ever happehed.tp.him. How can 
to: find gold: The miners that hit the west losing a job. be good for someone? Because 
coast of America in the 1850's were filled that's· when he got the "gold bug" and 
with the American Spirit. This land of plenty located a·choice mine on Wolf Creek. 
was going to help-them to _become rich, if "The Speaker Mine", 'as ·his place was 
they worked· hard e.nough and had just a known, not only helped him we'ather the 
little luck. · · depression, it made him an independent 

Those days and that _type of man are businessman. He mined in the winter and 
gone you say? Mines are· big giant affairs· · · then had the summers for himself and his 

· now, and· they are owned by consolidated family. The ·speaker Mine brought-a lot of 
· international bankers, you say? No more gold into Josephine County for 28 years. 

harq.\work, good luck, and the romance of This mine was the work and ingenuity of a 
man pitted against nature, searching for her true individualist, miner, Hank Speaker. 
riches? · If that's what you think, then you In 1957 Hank sold the sp·eaker Mine on 
haven't talked to the miners of Josephine Wolf Creek and looked to our new state of 
County. .' · � · the north, Alaska! New l;:lnd and the promise 

· fn particula� yoli haven't talked to of richer, better miries.li.Jred Hank and others 
"Hank" Speaker. �ank is a placer miner. He (Qontin.ued on next p�g�) . 

A head ·on look at the flume of-Hank Speakers mine on Harrison Creek, Ala�ka. · 
January, 1977 SOUTHERN OREGON·.SUNRISE Page 19 



"Pure Gold Dust" mined by H�nk Sp�a!<er. :' 

MILLIONS II\!' GOLD· . .  · 

like him to Alaska. Before you can mine you 
have to find the gold, though, and Hank 
hunted for the right mi.ne in Alaska for eight 
long years. If he was goin_g to mine in Alas�a. 
he wanted a rich mine, one that would pay 
off well. While Hank was hunting for the 
right mine in Alaska, he kept himself busy 
with a little logging, and as a member of the 
Sourdoughs of Josephine C<;>unty. 

"The Sourdough Club. of Josephine 
County was formed in the11950's. Miners 
and mining enthusiasts banded together to 
_keep their rights to_ mil')e,"says Hank. 

"In the 50's many miners · in jbsephine 
County felt harassed by government offi­
Cials. Most mi.ners alone were very 'much 
afraid of these offiCials when they came out 
to their mines. They usually just stopped 
mining without really looking into the laws 
tha.t govern ·mining. When the Sourdoughs 
formed) ·they helped individual miners keep 
their mines. One famous case was the Forest 
Creek Mine, owned by Harry $tewart. . . .\, 

"Harry Stewart had owned. the Forest 
Creek Mine, on Forest Creek; for quite some 
time when the D.E.Q. came- in . and .told him 

. he wouid 'have to shut his operation 9owh. 
Well, Harry .Stewart had his whole life into 
that mine and he wasn't about to stop 

. mining on his·own property when he wasn't 
bothering anyone else. - -

. .  , ' 

"The b.E.Q. said that Harry had sediment 
stirred up in the creek and in the Applegate 
River. Harry went to the So"urdoughs for 
help. As a. result, they found out that the 
D.E.Q. was absolutely in error. Harry Stewart 
then hired the foremost mining attorney in 
the United States, William B. Murrey of Port­
land. It turned out that Harry Stewart filed a 
$350,000 suit against the D.E.Q. The D.E.Q. 
had broken the law by harassing Harry 

Aiq{Ort Transit Service Co. 
479-321'7. '-• 

. LIMOUSINE SERVICE 
To and From 

ME,DFORD AIRPORT 
Ride in Safety and Comfort from Your 

Home to the Airport and Back 
$6.00 Per Person- One Way-Anywhere 

in the City Limits of Grants Pass­
Additional CHarge out of the City. 

WE MEET ALL FLIGHTS 

SIGHTSEEING TOURS 
A ND 

CHARTERS 
• Eugene 
• Mt. Ashland 
• Crater Lake 
• Medford - Each Tuesday -

$6�00 per person round trip 
• Many Other Tours 

Call us for Low Charter Rates 
fQrYour Group. 
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' Stewart and his pursuit of. mining and 
happiness. ·: 

.-: "An examination of the Forest Creek 
Mirie showed conclusive evidence · that 
Harry Stewart's mining actually cleaned the 
water. That's right! Sediment from · the 
Forest Creek Mine never· did . reach .the 
Applegate River because the water from t�e 
mine ran through · three or four miles of 
gravel that was the "tailings" of the mine. 
_This gravel completely filte·red the water and 
made it some of the purest water found on 
the-Applegate Riveri · 

· , ' · · c · 

,.' "The Sourdoughs·not only help miners 
that are in trouble, they also have a lot of fun. 
Thousands ·of people have enjoyed their 
display at the Jose·phine County Fair each 

· year. · The Sourdoughs have ·a big place 
where people can pan their own gold for 50¢ 
a try. The gold' concentrate in the water is so 
ri�h that most people usually pan out_2_to 3 
dollars worth of gold. · · 
:: - -:''Josephine County ·awns the old Davis 
Mine oh Coyote Creek, and the Sourdoughs 
pan gold here on the weekends. On some 
weekends big crowds of Sourdoughs are 
panning witli their famili.es on Coyote Creek. 
Once-in a while someone "'Yill _ fihd a pretty 

�good sized' nugget and lef out a big 
whooppee! You see, Davis didn't clean the 
crevices out and there are still some big 
nuggets in ,there. . · ·:. ·.... · 

, "In fact,'� Hank Speaker s&ys, "There is a 
· · lot of gold left here in. Josep.hine County, a 

lot of gold! The old ·Ch�mn.el Mine on. the 
Rogue River has five miles of chan.nel l_eft: In 
that 5 miles there's millions and millions in 
gold. One of the richest placer mines in the 
�orl� sits idle because of some misconcep­
tions. about the process of placer mining. 
Contrary to, uneducated opinions, mining is 
a natural. process and the sediment it 
releases into the river c:Joes notl)ing·but help 

' •• 

CLARK'S 
.INSURANCE 

'AGENCY 
. Every }Sindof 

Jndependef7( Agency Service 

SEE JIM OR BOB 

:>. 
• 

620 S.W. ·sth- P.O. Box 810 
GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97526 

SINCE 
1930 

• c • 

·PHONE 
476-7715 

• 
,. 

the fish. The sediment stirs 'up food for the 
fish, covers their eggs, and keeps fishermen 
from killing them off. ·· . · · · · 

'The old Chan·nel Mine started running 
in the 1800's and the fish runs were the best 
when the mine was running ·at full. capacity. 
Zane Grey wrote a book in 1920 when the old . 
Channel Mine and many others were work­
ing full bore on the Rogue. In this book Zane· 
Grey states that the Rogue River was with- . 
out a doubt the greatest fishing stream in the. 
world. But it's a fact that Zane couldn't say . 
that now, and we don't· have an.y mines . . 
running. (Continue� �n next page)· 

�iverside 
. �estauraltt 

eON THE BANKS OF THE FAMOUS ROGUE RIVER e 

''SOUTHERN OREGONS 
FINEST'' 

476-6873 
971 S.E. SIXTH STREET GRANTS PASS, OREGON 
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Hank Speaker running his placer giant into the 
flume. 

' I 

SOUTHERN OREGON 
COMPUTER SERVICES 

******** 
The Smail Busin�ss 
World's Bookkeeper 

QualitY Bookkeeping, Payroll, and. Customer Statements at · Prices Small 
Business can Afford. 
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. 476-8296 

SOFCU PROFESSIONAL CENTER 
. . 

1545 Harbeck Road .;- Suite B 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 

"By keeping the ·mines shut down we rob 
our county of the most colorful industry.on 
earth. Mining would literally bring millions 
of · dollars- 'into Josephine County. As. a 

· county ri.ch in gold, we should stand_.up for 
our rights. Letting the federal government or 
even the state government legislate our lives 
for us without even a vote. is ·a sad and 
miserable existence! Mining . wo.vld also 
help bring better fish runs back to the Rogu� 
River. The sediment woul.d cover the spawn-'. 
ing beds and keep the eggs .from working 
away and being eaten by sucker fish. Right 
now we spend thousands of dollars putting 
logs and sediment 'into tributaries of the 
Rogue to. build spawning beds. This is the 
irony, because with mining. these beds 
would be put in naturally. The silt would also 
protect . the fish from tt)e year around fish-

. ermen. that are literally behind every rock, 
. catcjling .fish just. for the fu.n of it! 
. · "Mining was the · industry th_at made 
Grants Pass a town. Let's not give it up! After 
an, its our land, our gold, our fishing, and 
our water. Let's start using 'them to every-
one's best interest. . 

· "Placer mining ·has been the main 
method of ·mining · :n Josephine County. 
However-, the �Old Greyback Mine' was a 

· !'Health Is Your Wealth" 
F£AIUR1NG 

THE NEW 

SPORTS CRAZE 

"B.A. C·Q u·E.T.B AlL" 
· · ·.FREE .LEssbN·s WITH 

' • • 0 ' • • � MEMBERSHIP. 
· 0. 0 OPEN TO THE PUBI.,IC 

DAILY RATES AVAILABLE 
479-5402 '1960 S.W. "'G".St. 
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. PLAZA $INGER ' . " ·. . . . : 
SEWING CENTER & FABRIC SHOP 

® Repairs . . r::;� -� ·· - . 
· Parts · ,:SINGER \ . 

. .
.

. Service ·>· . ·.
. 

COMPACT r' :. 

Service 
P�u1s 
Bags 

All· Makes · On All M,�k�s 
. .  :.i:���� , . 

. 

·cAVEMAN. PLAZA . ·479�5757 
,_ ' .  . . ' ' 

· rich quartz mine. A quartz mine is one that 
tunnels along with a vein of quartz and gold 
mixed. As long as the vein can be followed, 
these mines are much richer than· placer 
mines and have made millionaires .over 
night. Over three and a half million dollars ��rth of recorded _gold was brought out of .. 
·the 'Old Greenback Mine: There was prob­
ably a lot more gold brought" out that never 
was recorded. The mine was closed down 
because they finally lost the :v�in of gold at 
1800 feet. · _ 

·"Just to show how rich this.mine·was, a 
fellow-miner: named Klumph bought the old 

· dump qf the "Greenback Mine" .and rework­
ed the left-overs. It is said that he took out a 
brick of gold a day for .two years, a�d th,at;s a 
lot of gold. . · 

"Since mining is difficult- to .carry out 
here in Josephine Coun:tY, many miners from 
here started searching in Alaska as I did. As 
was mentioned before, it . took me eight 
years to find a suitable mine in Alaska. 

"I located an old placer mine set up on 
Harrison Creek in the ··cirde Min"ing Dis­

·drict,' fust out of Fairbanks. The old pipe was 
still good and portions of the three miles of 

· (Continued on next page) 
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SA�ES_& SERVICE CENTER 
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926 Redwood Ave. 
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r · MJLL.ib.l\is::fJ\(G-Oiii<:�: ·" .'.- ; ·; __ ". - : - .. arid children naya:·¢�91ibfn.4)1dreds of nsn 
1 v?_il��� I 'Bought were rich with goid. . - : 

_
·.o�t <;>f a· 'fishinQ liol�-.a� the bottom. Qf_}�e 

I 
,;•:. In t�-e�summer of 1964l.setouHo g�tmy. ,· _ _ 111'"�-Tbeamf:�Zmg fa�t 1s,thatotherstreams 

II 
n:'l.i11e in_ operation. Let rrie tell you; putting';.:,._. •._i n�.!ne_:a:r�a a.ren'tgo,pdJi�hing:streams. :t:l;le 
tqg�thet a_ first-rat� placer mine s_irfgle- :� fjne $Ht _anc;i .Srnl;lll gravel-stirs up- the fqod 
h�f:l.dedly ·is no- easy- task. It took me two .- and maJ<es for good �p_awning beds� ": 

11 
y�_?l_rs to rig the !'J1ine. The p·r:ocess inc!li_ded .; - "One_ bright summe(pay, whHe my family 
b1,1ilding a dam, digging a long water'canal _an� I '!l'ere busy mining, a·governr:nent cat . 

II o:Y.�r,to my pipe-�and.then lay_ing pipe down· · '_!:ffrbY.etip. Outstepped four men·;.o_ne from 
Jh_��:IJJ<?.-l!P�Ci.!D··�q:_my_rnlne._.- .: ,- '< . · :x; __ 

t_he D.J=.:P�,p ne. from the Game Commissi9n,! I : .  �:Jn H:l66;J started in mining �nd as_·tock. · _one fromtlie B.LM., and one·fro!TI the E.P.A:·, 
I wpuld _ha\(_e it;;:thJ� J'nirie Was_ extremely .. ri�h. -. <.-. Unbelie,vapl_�? _Perhaps I was to_ be hono[ed , · 

I Of course,'' in Alaska'yqu·cah :ehly r'iiiri�:jn,tbe' -- .. for bringing ·n�w mining methods and gr�at 
- summer, so &or:ne �igllty long days were put . , ·_ . (ishing)oJhe ·circle.Minirig District? Maybe 

in. More fortune came· oi.ir: way �hen· the . ..; these men had heard of such a great. mine 
pdce-.. of gold �ky-rocketed: ·Witn t_he same -and wonderful �trearn and just had to see it · 

amount of work we mCf.de three and four· and test it to make sure itwasreai?My family 
times the money .. We ha�f hit the Jackpot! and I invited the men for coffee and told 

·"News of my mine got around to other . them of their work. Presently, all four began 
·miners and prospectors · in the Josephine to tell me that !.couldn't stay on my land and 
County area and soon we had a whole clan mine. They told_ me t.hat this mine was a 
of Oregonians on Harrison Creek, Alaska. In problem. But wtiy was lt a problem? They 
fact, there is talk of re-naming thi� stream didn't say,. ju&t. continued to take samples 
''Oregon Creek. - and poke around without any legal reason or 

"The mine I have been running in Alaska right whatsoever.· 
· · 

has been in operation sin�e 1900 . . If any ... 1 had not spent ten years getting my 
creek has been mined, Harrison Creek in mine in-Alaska just to have a_perfect stranger 
Alaska has, yet to this day trout fishing at the run me off for no reason whatsoever. So 1 got 
botto,m of the mine is spe�acular. Little girls hold of none other than William B. Murrey, 

: 

REFRIGERATED 
MOBILE SLAUGHTER UNIT 

Custom Killing • Cutting & Wrapping 
fi Meat Smoking & Curing 

'BEEF & PORK LOCKER MEAl:- SOLD 
HALF OR WHOLE 

We Make Our Own-Salami, Jerky 
& Sausage · · 

Thirtyth Year . 
of Service to 

· Josephine County" 5270 Redwood Avenue 
Grants Pa·ss, Oregon 
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�-

Hank Speaker stackin9 the "tailing's" . 
the mining attorney in Portland, Oregon: 

"In a short period of. tiine attorney 
Murrey found that· these four men were 

· guilty of a federal criminal law that had a fine 
of ten thousand dollars and a possible ten 
years jail sentence. You see, these four men 
had. driven one hl,mdred and twenty -seven 
mile� out and_ one hundred and twen-ty-seven_ 

mil_es back to their offices because they had 
' nothing better to do than harass and bother 

a man mining in his owri valley. A telepnone 
· call or a letter wouldn't do! One man wasn;t · 

enough, either! No less than four men had to 
come out to tell Hank Speaker what to do on 
his own land. 

(Continued on next page) 

332 N. W. SIXTH STREET . · · 

Phone 
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CANDLE HOLDERS 
BOOK ENDS 

"Distinctive Myrtlewood Gifts" 
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· MILLIOI\IS .1 � GOL,D 
"Since the· above-inentionect fiasco, ·a 

man from Washington, D.C. h-as been to·my 
mine. His findings? ... the Speaker Mine on · 

Harrison Creek, in the Circle Mining District 
of Alaska, is a perfect mine. The mining 
process doesn't bother a thing. He said that 
nature did the same thing with- rains-and 1 
floods. As a- result, the Game Commission 
gave the Speaker Mine a formal apqiogy and 

· hoped ttJat suit is not broug):lt against them 
or the other agencies, fo.l" they were all 

• • �; I 

TWEEDS - SOLIDS.·· 

'• ·
:--· .

. •; 
,
"
.:

- .  

. :
" .< .:...-

showed me the following scientific study.
-
of 

mining· on the Rogue River: AN ECOLO­
GiCAL STUDY MADE FOR THE OREGON 
STATE DEPARTMENT 'OF GEOLOGY AN.D 
MINERAL INDUSTRIES by Dr. Henry Bald-

. win Ward, Consultant, 
· The Rogue River has long been held in 

high esteem as a salmon stream. It has been 
visited annually by many. fishermen from 
Oregon and from other states and records of 
their sport, printed in various magazines 
devoted to travel and outdoor life, have 
given it truly an international reputation. clearly in the wrong. ' · , 

"If 1 and the othe( miners decide to No one knows when salmon or trout first 
prosecute, the decisi9n could open mi'ning came to the Rogue River, but it seems prob-
up all over the coul)fry, .pecause this could able that the salmon spawned at the foot of 
undoubtedly go all "the way to the Supreme the retreating glaciers .of the Ice Age and 
Court. . " · followed up the.cool run off of the disap-

"Taking away the 49 ers right to mine · pearing ice masses until their spawf!ing 
would have been anarchy! Don't we have the grounds became ·as today. . ' ' 

. same rights now, as then? Aren't there still The Rogue has ·always carried loads of 
those men that have the American Spirit?. silt. The extent of its drainage, _the depth of 
Men that, with hard work.and a little luck, its valleys, the amount of waterworn mater-

. cari make this rich American land pay off? I ial in its area, and the drop of several thou-
and a lot of other miners know so", says sand feet in its course of250miles tothe sea, 
Hank Speaker. as· well as the consistent testimony of ex-

To show the tragedy of the mining shut- plorers and settlers during the ·last century, 
downs around our country, Hank Speaker give evidence of marked fluctuations: in voi-r�������������������� 

· 

_r--."' f' . . · PHONE: ·.476-_6884 <(; "F 
. 

· · 50� N.E.·SI_XTH
. 
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'{_ GRA�TS P�SS, OREGON 

=-
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ume of strearri ·flow and in clearness arid· 
turbidity of its waters. .. All the evidence that has 'been obtained . 
j�Jstifies the conclusion that no present-day 
c;:ontributions of materials produced by bank 
erosion differ, in . character. or · exceed in 
·�mount those adq�d periodicaliy by p�rely 
natural processes in_pasttimes . .

. � : . 

. 

·:; · The river was once the seat of an exten­
s!ve commercial fistier}t. Washln'gs from 
placer mining have· been poured into · the 
f\ogue River in qu�n�ities since 189Q ar;Jd 
even when· the strearn was crowded with tlie 
imrrie.nse r:uns of salmon, which characteriz­
ed' It: in eariier ·oays,· the fish ·fcn.ihd these.·. 
waters favorable for their existence; they 
maintained their runs. 

to designate placer mine run-off as pol­
lution is a confusion of terms. Neither in 
dictionary definition nor in scientific analysis 
can· the Lise of this term be justified.· To 
pollute is to defile; to contaminate with 
wastes of man or animals; this·is done by 
introducing domestic or community wastes, 

· or such as are produced in manufacturing 
and industrial processes. 

A. M. Swartley, experienced geologist, 
emphasized the fact that mining debris "is 

·chemically inert_� makes no oxygen demand 

on the stream and-therefore takes away from 
... th� JloVJing_ water [IOtl"'ing whicti ·the fish 

t · 
.

. requi,r,�;;,1tlis. i�. �q(ii:tiiY, true)f this material 
; wnether:placed hi transit by riatu re or by man 

·-. since (the products) are alike in nature, come 
from the· ·s:ame sources �nd are only being 
.accelerated by man in their journey to th� 
sea.'.! Fdrther he stated: "All these materials ep�erir,lgJb� streams, whether by natu.rai 'or 
hi,:lnj�rf .J¢livity, whether . coa·rse, oi;. ,fine, 

. whetherj:rayeling Clntl:le·.b'ottorr),>it1 suspen­
sion ot''s9!uJi(ip;a��:a.lrnost altoge(herJneri, 
suff�r,l i.UI_e);.:,ni;ingg::§'n::me'r. ·way: ti:fthe 'f:le.a, ' 

·and l:lavit1g:reached the ·en'd point of cihem­
'ic'al change do not rob the ·water of oxygen 
which the fish demand, or add to the water 
toxic· agents injurious to fish'' (fish food or 
other forms of life). · 

The Copper River in Alaska has been one 
of the famous salmon streams of that terri- · 
tory. It has a large number of tributaries 
which come out of mountain ranges east, 
north, and westof theCopperRivervalley.A. 
M. Swartley has seen among these Alaska 
rivers in which salmon run and spawn some 
so heavily loaded with mud that one could 
not trace the body of an adultsalmon ascend­
ing the river even when the dorsal fin cut the 

(Continued on next page) 
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surfaceofthewater. Thejotirneyfromthesea 
up the Copper and Its tributary was long and 
strenuous; the ct"�ance for damage to the 
s.almon from mud.dy water was certainly 
large if any damage could be wrought by 
such conditions, and yet none was observed. 
Many other similar cases could be cited from 
printed as well as personal r�cords. � .. 

The long period of past' time in which the 
salmon of the Rogue had'been subject to the 

· influence of heavily silted waters in that 

ft.REeY�IEW 
. ·: 

WOOD HEATERS 
' .  Comer of 479-2103 Dowell R�. & Redwood Hwy. 

Thus Speaker summarizes,' "It is evident 
from the material in this-report that mining 

· would be a profitable, ecological and color­
ful industry to have going full time in Jose­
phineCounty. Thousandsofjobsforourmen 
and millions of dollars for our families are 
available on our own land, so let's use it."· 

Henry Speaker lives here ·in Josephine 
County with his wife Flora. If you're interest­
ed in mining, just drive on out and talk--to 
Hank. He's ready to talk mining almost any­
time. After all, he's a 49'er through and 
t_hrough. __ 

r------------------.. stream and the p_ersjstence of a run large in · 

numbers and uns4rpassed in quality _serves .·� 4£WA'.rl•., 11 to confirm the vi�ws expressed above on the �I!._ II� 
basis of other �vidence. 

1 ..# 1 
Despite their far greater sensitiveness to I Authorized Sales & Service-l.'y.. I 

changesin environmentandsusceptibilityto I r---------, r---..... -- -:---1 . ·.I 
injury, young salmon lived hearti'y in a con- I 1 Member- Rogue I 1 GIFTS & · 1 1

1 centration of sediment which was ten times I I Valley Television I I 5 I I I Service Association I I SOUVENIR . I I the average recorded at Agness. Those who· I L.----------1 ·L---------.. I think that normal erosion products will prove . . . . I injurious to such fish should examine care-

·�. �a� .. 5I Tv II fully the records. 

Run off from placer mines may contribute 
to the opacity of the water arid perhaps also I I 
make it difficult for the fish to see the fly, 

I 5I E rv II:! E 
I 

although Dr. Griffin found that yo_ung fish I
I 

· J
1 readily saw and promptly captured food 

thrown into the tanks in his experiment. 
I 1 However, if the fish cannot see or are not 

6 5613 1 attracted by the caster's lures, the condition 1
1 4 7 -

. 
I of ·the . water may �.reasonably be said to 1 protect the fish, even though it disappoints . . J NORTH GATE . ·I t

_
h

.
e ��::::��e of Dr. W�rd's.findings is t��f- . .  I S H Q p pING pLAZA . 11 the placing of muddy water from placer 

I 121 Q N W 6th Street · 

operations in the Rogu·e·Riverdrainage is not I · · 

· .  1· 
inimical to tist"! and fish life. . . · 1.---------·-�-----�-�. 
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