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BILL PASSES 
SENATE APPROVES H.R. 2824 

WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE 
BEING RECORDED 

Late Thursday evening July 
23, 19 53, the Senate of the Un­
ited States passed H. R. 2824 with 
out a dissenting vote. 

H. R. 2824 as originally pass 
ed by the House of Representat­
ives extended only the tungsten 
program for two years. 

Members of the Chrome Com­
mittee, Fay I. Bristol, Joe Hol­
man and Gene L.Brown, had 
arrived in Washington the day be· 
fore H. R. 2824 was reported to 
the full House Interior and Insu­
lar Affairs Committee by the sub· 
committee. 

The House Committee was 
very friendly and helpful but sug­
gested that they pass just the tung­
sten part of the bill and then have 
the Senate amend it. 

The Chrom� Committee 
spent several days with various 
senators and senate committee 
staffs outlining the program and 
giving them the necessary back­
ground. 

It would have been better if 
months of June and July, but the 
members of the committee each 
own a one-man business, and so 
had to return home. 

On Friday, July 3rd, Senator 
Guy Cordon called Fay Bristol 
and said that more testimony was 
needed and in order to save the 
bill with chrome in it, the c 
committee should be in Washing-= 
ton, Monday July 6th. 

Fay Bristol and Joe Holman 
were able to get Walter Hoppe 
to accompany them, and they 
once again started the rounds of 
contacting the key men. 

The committee a p  p e  a r e  d 
twice before the -full Senate Inter 
ior and Insular Affairs Committee 
and were able to supply them , 
with the facts that were needed. 
The chrome committee averaged 
about twelve calls a day on sena· 
tors, representatives and other 
officials. 

The bill with amendments 
to include all the domestic stra­
tegic minerals programs was re­
ported out and put on the Senate 
calendar. 

On Thursday, July 23, 1953, 
on motion of Senator William 
Knowland of California, the bill 
was brought up for vote and pass­
ed without a dissenting vote. 

The bill now goes back to 
the House and it is believed it will 
concur with the Senate amend­
ments. 

Then it is up to the President 
to sign or veto the bill. 

LEWIS LETTER 
Hon. Clifford R. Hope, 
Chairman, House Committee on 

Agriculture 
House of Representative, 
Washington 2 5, D.C. 

My Dear Mr. Hope: 

In view of the responsiblity 
of the Department of the Interior 
with respect to mineral develop­
ment in the national forests, w e  
are submitting for your committee's 
consideration our views on H.R. 
53 58, a bill "To protect the sur· 
face values of lands within the 

national forests, and for o t h e r  
. purposes." · 

We recommend that this bill 
not be enacted. 

(Continued on Page 11 ) 
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At press time word 
was received thatH.R. 
2824 as amended had 
passed the House and 
was on its way to the 
White House. 

BEN BAKER looking through a stope at Sourdough Chrome Mine, 
Curry County, Oregon. Very few people realize the tremendous vol· 
ume ·of timber used by the mining industry. The above picture ill 
ustrates how stulls are used to hold up the rock while the ore is ex­
tracted. It is very rare indeed that there is more than enough tim-

ber on a mining claim to develop a mine beyond the prospect stage. 
This is particularly true on a chrome mine that is located in the 
peridotite series of rocks the soil of which is very poor for growing 
trees. The average chrome mine requires more timber by far than 
the average underground mine. What little timber is on a claim is 
quickly used up, and it must then be hauled a considerable distance 

ALLEN WIRE 
I 

The following telegram was 
addressed to the House Select 
Small Business Committee and 
signed by Niel Allen, board of 
governors, the Oregon State De­
partment of Geology and Miner­
al Industries: 

" Deeply appreciate court 
esy your invitation to participate 
in hearing before Select Commi· 
ttee and regret unable attend. If 
permissible would request you 
extend following remarks into re· 
cord for me. , 

"Since 1943 member, and 
5 y e a r s  chairman, governing 
board, Oregon State Department 
of Geology and Mineral Indust­
ries, but desire to speak in capa· 
city private citizen as practicing 
lawyer with mining clientele. 
For many years prior to appoint· 

(Continued on Page 2) 

WITNESS HITS PROPAGANDA OF H.R.49:83 

U.S.DEPT. WlTH HARD FACTS 
83rd CONGRESS, 1st Session, H. R. 
4983 

I (Testimony by·A.O.Bartell, Raw Materials Survey, Portland, Ore. IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN(fA-
before the House Select Small Business Committee, at San Francis- TIVES, May 4, 1953 
co, California.) 

INTRODUCTION: 

THEY'RE STEALING YOUR LAND," "YOU'RE BEING ROBBED," 
"PLUNDER IN OUR NATIONAL FOREST," " THE BIG LAND GRAB. ' 
Sensational headlines such as these have been heading articles in 
such magazines as American Forests, Field and Stream, the .,...,,v ..... ,, 
Magazine, and most recently Collier's. They are the work of o n e  
Cleveland Van Dresser, a staff writer of the Palm Beach (Fla. )Post 
Times whose admitted total knowledge on the workings of our min­
eral land laws was obtained by "a 20, 000 mile survey trip through­
out the western part of the Unite� States." Mr. Van Dresser has pro· 
ven himself a fecund and

. 
skillful propagandist who was of the opin­

ion that the mining laws had to be changed. With this preconceived 
conclusion, he made a biased investigation of the facts and tailored 
them to achieve the desired reaction. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Mr. D'Ewart introduced the follow 
ing bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Interior and Insul · 

ar• Affairs 

A BILL 
I I 

To define the surface rights vested 
in the locator of a mining claim 
hereafter made under the mining 
laws of the Uni'ted States, prior to 
issuance of patent therefor, a n d  
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the se n a t e  
and the House of Representatives 

(Continued on Page 2)  
· 
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EDITORIAL 

CONGRESS EXPECTED TO CHANGE MINING LAWS 

The U.s. mining industry is confronted with a change in th e 
mining laws. 

There are now two bills before the Congress of the U.S., one is 
Congressman D'Ewan's H.R. 4983, which adequately answers t h e  
complaints of the Department of Agriculture. The other bill intro -
duced by Congressman Hope, H.R. 5358, carries forth the ideas of 
the "Do-Good" planners. 

Congress is in the mood to pass a bill changing the mining laws. 
There has been tremendous national publicity given to the various 
articles, either written by or ghosted by Cleveland Van Dresser. He 
was furnished his so-called facts by the Department of Agriculture , 
and the Bureau of Land Management; In all of his articles, the foll· 
owing paragraph occurs: 

"Claims have been filed on about 50, 000 acres in the Rogue 
River National Forest in Oregon, although government assay reports 
reveal no valuable minerals in commercial quantity. During World 
War II, the area covered by the claims produced 88 million feet of 
timber annually. Today the government needs the Rogue River tim­
ber (worth $30,000, 000) for the construction of Army camps, but it 
can't get it. Since the law forbids anyone to cross a claim without 
permission of the miner, the Government can't even go after $40, 
000, 000 worth of timber on Wlencumbered federal property behind 
the claims." 

Your editor has discussed this problem with the director of t h e  
Rogue River National Forest, and with Daniel L. Goldy, who was 
Regional Administrator for the Bureau of Land Management in char­
ge of enforcement of the mining laws of the Pacific North�st. !hey 
admitted an investigation had been made, and that the clatms m 
practically every case were invalid, but they claimed they did not 
have the appropriation to prosecute the claim holders. 

Daniel L. Goldy did have the time and money to publish many 
mimeographs on this and other alleged loopholes in the mining laws; 
his department had time and money to send their employees to the 
Oregon legislature to lobby, his department had time and money to 
send Daniel L. Goldy to speak before practically every Isaac Walton 
Club in the Pacific Nonhwest, and any other club that would listen 
to him. 

Daniel L. Goldy and c. Jerrard Davidson, his superior, s.tated 
publicly they wanted no mining laws under which there was a review 
by the courts, and that the people would have to get over their ar­
chaic ideas of property rights. 

Their propaganda has reached the point where an article wa� 
published jn Collier's magazine, in which there is a complete mlS· 
statement of facts, and a condensation has just been printed iu the 
Reader's Digest of that article. 

Regardless of what mining laws we have, without enforcement 
none of them are any good. With a law such as the Hope bill in the 
hands of the people like Goldy and Davidson exploration Qf our pub­
lic lands would cease. The mining industry is up against a care -
fully planned propaganda line directed so as to eventually put the 
mining industry at the complete mercy of the federal bureaucrats. 

*****•********* 

CONGRESS WANTS FACTS 

Your editor, along with Joe Holman, Walter F. Hoppe, a n d  

Gene L. Brown, spent three of the last seven weeks in Washington , 
contacting members of the House and Senate of the United States, 
regarding the problems concerning the chrome miners. 

He has found that his Congressman, and your congressman, your 
Senator and his senator are avid for factual information on the pro­
blems confronting the people of the U.S. They are most coopera­
tive, interested, and when they are satisfied they have accurate and 
sound and basic facts, they are at all times willing to act for t h e  
good of the u.s. Your editor wants to say that he is proud of t h e  
men that comprise the Congress of the United States. 

********** 

EXCELLENT FINDS BY JAMES 

Vern James of San Luis Obi­
spo has now accumulated all of 
his mill equipment has it on the 
ground and construction has start­
ed. Vern reports that he expects 

to be in operation within the next 
30 days. His development work· 
on the Froom Ranch has exposed 
several excellent finds and these 
promise a large and successful 
operation. 

WORKING NEW LEASE 

Jack James of Coalinga has 
moved off the prospect he was 
developing in the Clear Creek 
District, San Benito County, and 
is now working a new lease i n  
the New Idria Mining property. 

SHIPPING CONCENTRATES 

The McClendon M�ll n e a r  
Crescent City,California, is ship· 
ping concentrates. 
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ment Douglas McKay as Secre­
tary Interior, Bureau of L a n d  
Management increasingly foster· 
ed and developed socialistic phi· 
losophy, retarding exploration 
and development of our mineral 
resources. Such Interior admini­
strators as C. Girard Davidson to· 
tally and perhaps deliberately 
misconceived the fundamental 
and practical bases of the min­
ing law of the West. Without 
authority of the law they substi-. 
tuted feudal policies of Federal 
overlords hip in place of incentives 
to private enterprise. This is ex­
emplified by statement made to 
me in 1949 by Dan Golby, then 
regional manager BLM, in pre­
sence Davidson and without 
comment by him. In response to 
my statement of miners' object­
ion to trend toward nationalized 
mineral resources he said, 'Mr. 
Allen, the time has come when 
the people of this country must 
radically revise their a r c  h a i c 
ideas of private property rights.' 
The discussion was ended. O u r  
only hope then was an appeal to 
Congress to write a workable de­
partment policy encouraging pri­
vate discovery and development 
of our latent and dormant miner­
al resources. Now that we are 
assured departmental help and a 
favorable climate for sound grow· 
th of the Nation's mining econ, 
omy, we would recommend to 
the Congress full suppon of Sec­
retary McKay and Interior De­
partment in res tor a tion of his torte 
economic principles. 

"''It was this incentive to pri · 

vate enterprise which historically 
uncovered and developed o u r  
miners and minerals as important 
factors in national wealth and as 
essential items for the national 
defense. We have confidence in 
Douglas McKay and we place 
trust in Congress to support him. 
I am grateful for this opportunity.' 

Signed: Niel Allen 

JULY, 1953 
WITNESS HITS PROPAGANDA CF U.S. DEPT., CITES FACTS 
TO PROVE BIASID REPORTING CF EXISTING MINING LAWS 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Starting with the regime of ex-Secretary of the Interior Ickes, 

the Bure34k of Land Management supponed by the U.S.Forest Service 
has had an ·organized campaign to remove mineral lands from entry 
under our mining laws and into a leasing or ••permittee .. system. 
Mr. Van Dresser's writings and photographs have been lifted bodily 
from the plethora of propaganda issued by the Bureau of Land Mana· 
gement and the Forest Service in support of this campaign. 

The organization I represent, the Raw Materials Survey, is fin­
anced by private industry and is dedicated to the industrial growth 
of the Lower Columbia River Basin. We have made a considerable 
investigation of the alleged land grabs in Oregon. It is our conclus­
ion that the Bu reau of Land Management's and the Forest Service's 
campaign is promoting discord among the natural resource based in­
dustries, and that the removal of mineral lands development f r o m  
the jurisdiction of the courts and into a bureau designed permittee 

system is inimical to the best interests of our industrial development. 
To summarize our findings in a sentence, we found that mining 
claim "land grabs" in Oregon had been greatly overplayed, mislead· 
ingly presented, and that mining laws abuses were well within the 
power of the Bureau of Land Management to prosecute. 

THE CASE OF THE 60 THOUSAND ACRE TIMBER GRAB 

Two years ago, the citizens of Oregon were startled by the front 
page headl,ine in our morning "Oregonian" 'TIMBER GRABBED IN 
MASS FlUNG OF MINING CLAIMS ... This front page story went on 
to say, "Thousands of acres in Oregon and Washington are being 
grabbed as mining claims Wlder laws dating back to 1872 .. , a n d  
that "The staking of spurious claims has been given impetus by a 
report of the Cottage Grove area where a miner sold timber on his 
claim for more than $120 thousand", and "In all the national for­
ests, thousands of mineral claims have been proved up {or patents 
and then used primarily for summer homes, tourist camps, resort 
sites ... You can imagine the furor this caused. County commission-
ers petitioned our congressmen that the mining laws be revised be­
cause they feared that the countie 's share of timber revenues f r o m  
the public domain would be lQSt since unscrupulous individuals were 
apparently able, un'der mining laws, to grab up huge areas for their 
private benefit. A state senator denounced the mining laws and call· 
ed the situation "An outrageous timber steal." A county judge in the 
timbrred area publicly demanded a separation of mining and surface 
resources. Newspapers editorially took up the hue and cry. 

The Directors of the Raw Materials Survey believe that orderly 
harvesting of the area's timber resources is essential to industrial de� 
velopment, but they are also fully aware that one of the vital links 
in the growth of the area's economy is a mining industry capable of 
supplying our incbstrial needs. Therefore, they delegated me to as­
certain the facts concerning this headline-producing situation. You 
will be interested in the following: 

1. ) Whether or not the "timber grab" actually covered 90 square 
miles as the newspapers stated, I am not sure, but it was quite true 
that a very large acreage of some of Oregon's most valuable timber 
lands in the Crater Lake area had been staked and held as association 
placer claims. This, at a time when the loggers are bidding as high. 
as $46 a thousand board feet for stumpage -- not for lumber --mind 
you. This bid is for the tree in the woods -- bark, twigs, and all. A 

H .  R · 4 9 8 3 conservative estimate has placed the timber value of this parcel in-(Continued from Page 1 )  
volved at over $30 million! Oddly enough the man heading this asso-

of the United States of A m e  r i ca· dation is a lumberman who owns a sawmill. He publicly claimed 
in Congress assembled, that he was interested only in the mineral possibilities, but that he 

That mining claims hereaft- "would sell the timber also." The location work had been done by 
er located under the mining laws using a bulldozer to dig pits at the center of each square mile -- thus 
of the United States shall not,pri- "locating" four 160 acre claims at once. 
or to issuance of patent therefor, 2.) Our investigation of the events concerning the report from 
be used f o r  a n y  purposes other the Cottage Grove area where the miner had been selling timber 
than prospecting, mining or pro - from his claim at a handsome profit, some very interesting f a c t s  
cessing operations and uses reason were brought out. It was found that 19 claims were involved, but that 
ably incident thereto. these claims were patented and all of them had been patented before 

sec. 2. (a)Any mining claim 1910 when timber in that district had no sale value whatsoever. As a 
hereafter located, prior to the is- matter of county court record, two groups of claims, which account­
suance of patent therefor, shall be ed for more than half the timber involved in the sale, had been d

_
is-

. 
h . h f h u · d posed of at tax sales by the Lane County Commissioners for $287 m subject to t e ng t 0 t e

d 1. 
mte 

1942 and 1954 What was even more startling, one of the Lane County S · · tt e n 1cens · tates, �ts p�r�� � s � 
f b

-
commissioners who signed the deed for the sale of these valuable ees, un er t e l�ntatiOns o su h claims for a paltry $287 is the same one who is now petitioning our section (c) here

h
o • to

f 
use so m

b
uc I congressmen pleading changes in the mining laws on the ground that of the surface t ereo as may e • . 

0 riate for for- they allow timber thefts from public domain! necessary or appr P 
f 3.) It was found that only ignorance of the facts or a dishonest age control or usage, or re orest-

. f' vent1·0n or o t h e r motive could account for such a grossly misleading statement as the anon ue pre , 
. . . . · la' r1 ' · 

h la. one that 1m plied that cablllS wtth patented mming c 1ms were sp ng · forest protection, �
:
pon su� c

d 
;m 

ing up all over in our national forests like toadstools in your front or for access to a Jacen/d
t an or 

lawn A check of the Oregon patent filings from 1930 to 1950 showed 'd p.urpose or to cut an remove • sal . 
1 d d that there had been only 15 groups of claims patented in the last 20 timber on the adjacent :� • an 

years This 20-year total amounts to 1288 acres, less than • 004 of 1"/o to the right of the �nite tates, 
of th� total Government-held lands in Oregon. its permittees and hcensees, und- _ 

. Going back to the 60, 000 acre timber grab -- as you in this er the limitations of subsecnon 
audience know, not a single stick of timber can be sold from a min-

(c) hereof, to cut and r e m o v e  ing claim unless a patent has been granted, and further, that in the· 
dead, down, diseased, insect-in - case of placer claims, nothing short of a probable commercially val· 
fested, or over-mature timber. uable mine will suffice for a patent in a forest reserve. Of the acre-

(b) Excep� to �he extent re- age in question, it was the opinion of qualified geologists and min-quired to provtde umber fo� the ing engineers that it was hardly possible that a valid discovery could mining claimant's prospecnn_g, 
be made on a single claim in the area and that although a little 

· · or processing operatiOns • mmmg, . . ;d th fine gold could be found in some places, a mineable quantity would and uses reasonably mel ent ere not average more than two cents a yard When 1 reported this to the to provide clearance for • to, or 
f 0 r Raw Materials Survey Board of Directors, they unanimously pa.sssed such operations or uses. • or 

e a resolution urging that the administrative officers of the Department b 'ld' r structures m conn c- · m mgs 0 
1 . t or an of the Interior initiate cancellation proceedings against the claim-tion therewith, no c at_man 

ants demanding that the mining laws be conscientiously enforced so d · · cla1m here - • · unpatente mmmg that the Pacific Northwest mining and lumbering industries could de· 
(Concluded on Page 4) (Continued on Page 3) 
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CHROME CITY 
by 

CLEM BAKER 

I am writing this artiCle a­
bout the most unique.mining 
milling chrome operation I uo::•cto:: ''"' 
that exists. It was created by Mr. 

Joseph Holman and Mr. H a r o l d  
Pimlott, both of Pasadena, Caliif 
ornia. 

· 

We call our little camp, 
Chrome C ity. which is 27 miles 
north of Coalinga, California, Our 
chrom� deposit is known as Ruck· 
er Ridge and is located three miles 
from our mill and camp. , 

Before coming to Coalinga, 
Mr. Holman and Mr. Pimlott 
shipped approximately 600 tons 
of high grade lump ore to Grants 
Pass Stock Pile from. a. property 
they owned approxiffia.tely 75 
miles from Monterey Bay. 

After some months of invest!· 
gation in the Rucker Ridge dist­
rict, Mr. Holman and Mr. Pim-
lott decided that this district would 
justify a mill for concentrating 
the lower grade chrome ores. 

Last fall in 1952 they secured 
their leases and started building 
roads to the mine, and erecting 
the mill, which was completed 
some time in January of 1953. I 
was, at the time, with the ·Depart­
ment of Interior. Mr. Holman 
and Mr. Pimlott. knowing of my 
past experience in mining a n d 
milling of minerals, and my re­
cord of producing high g r a d e 
chrome ore during World War II 
decided to employ me as their 
superintendent to help carry on 
their operations. I, in tum, resign­
ed from the Deparnnent of Inter· 
tor and accepted the position in 
March of this year. 

Senator Gene Brown of Ore ­
gon, Mr. Fay Bristol of Grants 
Pass, Oregon, who is President of 
the Oregon Mining Association, 
and Mr. Joseph Holman, an act­
ive member of the Oregon Min­
ing Association, recently made 
two trips to Washington, D. C .for 
the procurement of our chrome 
program, which is a definite bene ­
fit for all chrome miners and op· 
era tors. I hope that all chrome 
opera tors and producers will a ppre • 

elate the sincere efforts that 
gentlemen have put forth in 

ing in the development of our 
National Chrome Defense Progra 

Our source of Chrome Ore 
at Rucker Ridge is on a contact of 
formations between the ""''nPnn 
Magnasite and Shale. The ore 
deposits are some 50 feet west of 
the contact zone. The dip of the 
deposit is to the northeaSt. 

We are mining the chrome 
ore by open pit method. We have 

a half yard P. H. Shovel which 
loads a ten ton truck. We also 
have a bulldozer which takes the 
waste or wall rock away. Our ore 
deposit is from 6 to 30 feet 
for a length of 600 feet that we 
know. We have a depth at p r e­
sent of of 40 feet at the extreme 
southwest end. Our ore is practi· 
cally all disseminated with a high 
Silica content. 

At our mill, we have a Fer· 
guson tractor lift that feeds our 
crusher from a stockpile of from 
200 to 500 tons of ore. Our crush­
er is 10 by 18 with a Grisleyscreen 
of 3 I 4 inch mesh, and our crush' 
er is set to 3/4 inch. From our 
crusher the ore goes to a 25 ton 
ore Bunker gravity flow; then is 
fed with a belt feeder to a 42 
inch Ellis Ball Mill with an out­
side screen dischar-ge. We are us· 
inga 1/4 inch steel screen mesh.· 
From the mill the ore goes direct­
ly to two 4 x 12 economy c o n ­
centrating tables; on our tableS . 
we are cutting about 20 inches of 
middlings which are pumped back 

(Continued on Page 4 ) 
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velop peaceably together. Other groups have also gone on record as 
soundly condemning the staking of these claims and demanding the 
Bureau of Land Management take 

·
appropriate adverse action. This 

was over two years ago but, according to a Bureau of Land Manage­
ment spokesman, the bureau still has a "wait and see" attitude. 
mining industry charges that this outrageous abuse of the mining la 
is being wait-ed and see·-ed by the bureau for the sole purpose of us 
ing the case for propaganda purposes. 

THE GREAT HOT DOG STAND CONTROVERSY 

Recently the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service 
have made much ado about the cons truction of hot dog stands, filling 
stations and other business enterprises on mining claims. They have 
indicated that they are powerless to act on these cases. This is in direct 
oppostion to the truth. There is ample court precedent to establish 
that although a valid mineral claim entitles the claimant to exclus­
ive enjoyment of the surface as well as·the minerals of the claim, 
this possessory right is granted only for the purpose of operating the 
claim as a mining ventrue. Hotels, stores, manufacturing or h"�'""•<� 
enterprises, and structures not directly rela:ted to the mining opera­
tion are specifically prohibited by law (182 Fed. Rep 678). In the 
face of this the SWan Island Station of the Bureau of Land Manage­
ment had the effrontery to publish a mimeographed pamphlet f o r  
public distribution entitled "Mining Claim Locations Used for Pur­
poses other than Mining." One of the examples follows: 

"In T. 22 S. , R. 17 E .  , B. M. on the shore of Magic Reservoir 

reported to be the best fishing spot in southern Idaho, a pla:cer claim 
has been located to include 3/4 mile of the reservoir frontage. The 

locator has constructed two substantial buildings; one a store for dis­
pensing to the public fishing supplies and gasoline, the other for 
sleeping quarters. Also on the claim, there are about 40 other 
and trailers mounted on blocks. 

Across the reservoir and situated on another placer claim, there 

SOME SNOW STILL REMAINS. The Cyclone Gap Chrome Mine 
on July 22nd in Siskiyou County, California. What a difference be-
tween this picture and the picture on 10 of the May issue! 
is a room 

There are no mining improvements on either one of these claims. 
It is obvious and, in fact, admitted by the locators that the locations 
were made because action was speeded up and they could occupy the 
land immediately." 

Bureau speakers propagandizing for changes in the mining laws, 
have used these cases as typical abuses of the public domain which 
are the result of loopholes in the mining laws. The conclusions are 
always the same: the bureau is powerless or lacks the funds to act. 
It will be well to point out here that in years gone by when our gov­
ernmental bureaus had relatively insignificant funds and personnel 
they were able to enforce the laws. In 1910 one Rizzinelli acquired 
a c hoice business site irr the Coeur d' Alene district of Idaho by the 
simple expedient of filing a mining claim. After completing the 

(Continued on Page 4} 

miLL FEED 

Will purchase outright, 
run on sh:ares or by the ton 

''F'' Street Chrome Mill 
Frank Tubrandt 

N.:W.F.St·. Ph. Grants Pass 2351 
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(Continueo from Page 3) 
digging of a location hole and setting out stakes to satisfy the mini­
mum requirements to establish his claim -- he built a saloon thereon, 
The federal land officers hailed Mr. Rizzinelli into court, and here 
is the finding as it appears in the statutes today: 

"It is unlawful for a locator to erect on his mining claim a sa­
loon or other buildings or structures, without permit, that are in no 
way comrected with mining or development of the claim as such." 

The court further held that: 
" • • •  the phrase •exclusive enjoyment' means enjoyment of the 

surface for mining purposes alone, and hence the location of a min­
ing claim within a forest reserve did not opera� to withdraw the 
land embraced therein from the Secretary of Agriculture, nor give 
to locators having acquired a possessory interest only any authority 
to use the surface for the erection and maintenance of a saloon with' 
out a permit from the Secretary of Agriculture. •• 

(U.S. vs. Rizzinelli, 182 Fed.Rep. 675). 
Does our Bureau of Land Management need the law spelled out 

any clearer than this? 

WHY HAVEN'T THE MINING LAWS BEEN ENFORCED? 

If enforcement is the answer to these much publicized abuses 
of the mining laws, why then hasn't the enforcement agency, the 
Bureau of Land Management, fulfilled its duty to the public? 

The classic formula for dictators both large and small for seizure 
of the government or the abrogation of public laws is to promote la.w­
lessness, breed dissension and discord, then to step into the chaos 
with what seems to be the only logical and ex pedient plan a t  the 
moment and bring about order. This, it is charged, has been the 
studied campaign of the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Man­
agement to abrogate our mineral land laws. Commenting on this, 
Charles F. Willis, Secretary of the Arizona Small Mine Operators 
Association, and former member of the Public Lands Committee of 
the National Minerals Advisory Council, had this to say: 

"Those departments of the government administering public 
lands had been loaded down since the days of Secretary Ickes w i t h  
people who were highly socialistic in their thinking, and who were 
determined that, in spite of the law of the land, public lands should 
never be permitted to go into private ownership or be developed by 
private capital. Therefore, they started a period of sabotage of the 
laws. They would not enforce the laws as written, and there is hard· 
ly a case of misuse of the public land laws which cannot be correct­
ed by the enforcement of the laws we now have. 

"However, there was no enforcement and the result has been a 
tremendous growth of abuses and allowing people to get away with 
acts which were a direct violation of the law with nothing done t o  
stop them or hinder them. In fact, they went further and encouraged 
more such violations by telll.ng how easy it was to get away with such 
acts. 

"Furthermore, the saboteurs of the public lands laws deliberately 
and with malice, created an antagonism between the various users 
of public lands in an effort to get them to fight among themselves 

BOB BRADCLIFFE AND AL LEE have quite a story to tell. They were up on the Chrome Ridge road 
looking for an old prospect and had given up their search. Al Lee said he was going to take a short cut 
over the top of the ridge. The result is the chrome mine which you see pictured above. The last few 
days of June they got a bulldozer in and built their 1 1/2 mile of road. They have now received their 
first settlement for some very nice highgrade ore. We have a new mine in production! 

over their rights and encroachment of others on their rights. The whole 
program was designed deliberately to create such a chaotic condition 
in public land administration that some future Congress would r i s e  
up and nationalize the entire public lands system and prevent any 
public lands from going into private ownership other than on a leas­
ing basis, thereby gaining their socialistic desires. 

UCKS 
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CHROME CITY 
(Continued from Page 3 ) 

to our mill. Our band of chrome 
concentrates ranges from 15 to 
32 inches. Our cbforne concentrat· 
es, after leaving the tables, go 
to a screw elevator, and then to 
a 43 ton steel bunker. 

We are putting through our 
little Ellis Mill from 120 to 180 
tons per week. Our, recovery in 
chrome concentrates is from 40 
to 83 tons per week. Our best run 
so far is 83 tons of chrome con­
centrates out of l74 tons of ore 
in 144 hours. Our chrome oxides 
are running from 50 to 52 o/o. The 
iron ration runs from 2. 5 to 3 to 
one and the silica �ss than 5o/o. 
On a car shipment, we have made 
as high as $123.17 per ton, and we 
are now on our 18th car since the 
first of March and one car was a 
70 ton car. 

We have eight men employ­
ed at the mine and mill includ­
ing Mr. Pimlott and myself. 

For a small operation, I be­
lieve that we are making a wond · 

erful recovery, because our loss 
is very small. This loss occurs in 
our slimes, which are very fine, 
and which assay in Iron, Chrome 
ratio 1. 5 to 1. 

"The public lands committee of the National Minerals Advisory 
Council made many investigations on this subject and submitted re­
commendations time and again for more rigid enforcement of the 

after located shall cut and remove public land laws. These recommendations fell on ground that was 
any.timber growing thereon with- not fertile, because the socialistic influences within the government 
out authorization from the United agencies administering these lands had other fish to fry. •• ***1 ' 

States. Any cutting and removal If one will take the trouble to examine critically the abuses that 
o f  t i m b e r  f o r  such prospect· are attributed to loopholes in the mining laws, he will find that most 
ing, mining, or processing of those abuses are actually violations of the laws. When confronted 

H . R .  4 9 8 3  

(Continued from Page 2) 

tions and uses reasonably with the evidence on specific cases, the Bureau of Land Management 
thereto (but not cutting required and the Forest Service will always retreat to the time worn statement 
to provide clearanceas aforesaid) that it does no good to adverse a claim even though it is in violation 
shall be conducted in accordance of the law because (due to loophoies in the mining laws!) the claim­
with sound principles of f 0 r e s t  ant can go right back out and relocate the same claim. That this is 
management. not so is the opinion of every mining attorney with whom we have 

(c) Any use of the surface of discussed this statement. Charles L. Gilmore of Sacramento has 
an unpatented mining claim auth written: 
orized to be made under this sec- "Following the age old axiom that there must be an end to liti­
tion 2 by the United States, or its gation, it is ml} opinion that where, after full and fair heating where 
permittees or licensees, shall b e  the mineral claimant has had the opportunity to present his case back 
such as to not interfere rna ed by expert testimony fully and completely, and had the final deci­
with the prospecting, mining, or sion of the Department of the Interior is to the effect that the land is 
processing operations or reasonab non-mineral in character, and that the mining location thereon is 
ly incidental uses of the mining void, the United States may at any time, either by an action in tres· 
claimant. pass, or by the shorter and more effective action of contempt pro-

SEC. 3 . Nothing in this Act ceedings, oust and punish any person who goes upon the same ground 
shall be construed in any manner and attempts to make a mining location. I believe that the law as 
to limit or restrict or to authorize it now stands, and giving full force and effect to the decisions of our 
the limitation or restriction of I courts in such matters, affords any subsequent locator of that same 
existing rights of any claimant ground no more tights or privileges than the locator whose claim was 
under any valid mining claim declared void. 
to-fore located or to authorize in " Statements that have emanated from the United States Forest 
elusion in any patent hereafter Service and the Bureau of Land Management to the effect that they 

issued under the mining laws of have no way of ousting illegal m�ing locators from the public do-
the United States for any rn i n  i n  · main fall of their own weight when we consider the law of the case. 

So you have the reasons why claim heretofore or hereafter lo- These decisions of the government have all of the law necessary to 
I believe that we have the most 1cated, of any limitation or restrict effect the desired ends backed by decisions of our courts that h a v e  
unique operation on the Coast. I tion not otherwise authorized b y  stood the test of time. In my opinion, these departments do not care 
This should be an inducement to 11aw. to exercise the legal means now at their command. They seek to 
other operators and new investors bar the legitimate miner from the public domain along with the claim-
in our Chrome National Defense ant of the invalid location by some sweeping statute of Congress. In 
Program. L. Davenport is shipping other words, the policy appears to be in both departments to prohibit 

concentrates from the Scotts Bar any further acquisition of title to public lands by the citizens. Their 
Mill, Scotts Bar, California. 

(Continued to Page 5) 



JULY, 1953 

Above is the FRENCH HILL 11INE, Del Norte County, Californ­
ia. This mine was developed through the first and second w o r  1 d 
wars, by many small tunnels. During the last 1 8  months it has been 

WITNESS EXPLAINS 11INING LAWS 
(Continued from Page 4) 

desire is to have th socialistic concept established in this Country, 
that of ownership by government, with the citizens merely licensee.' 
*"'*2 

Concurring in opinion, C.Jay Parkinson, Salt Lake City, stated: 
"It is maintained that even though a claim is declared invalid, 

there is nothing to prevent an immediate relocation of the p a p e r  
claim by the losing claimant, or by someone in his behalf. I c a n­
not beleive that a claim held invalid in such a proceeding could be 
validly relocated in defiance of a judgment. No court or administ­
rative tribunal is without power to effectuate its legal determinations 
and any contravention of the judgment would subject that party to 
actions sounding in contempt and fraud, to say the least." •••3 

WHY NOT CONSIDER AMENDMENTS? 

The mining industry has heretofore consistently opposed a n y  
changes in the mining laws -- and with good reason. On August 23, 
1941, Oscar L. Chapman gave a convincing display of wliat he could 
do to the basic mineral laws with the totally unrelated phrase "s'us 
tained yield." During the 7-year period prior to April 8, 1948, the 
0 & C lands comprising 2. 5 million acres, nearly half of S o u t h­
w e s t e r n  O r e g o n ,  were elosed to mining development -- not by 
legislation --but by edict of Chapman, the then Assistant Secretary 
of the Interior. 

These grants, known as the Oregon and California railroad land 
grant and the Coos Bay Wagon Roads land grant, were cancelled and 
returned to the public domain by acts of Congress in 1916 and 1 9 1 9. 
These acts provided for mineral development on exactly the same · 
basis as other lands in the public domain. . 

In 1937 Congress passed a bill providing that the timber lands in 
these parcels shall be managed on a sustained yield basis in order to 
insure a permanent yield of timber. Congress made no mention or 

(Continued to Page 6) 
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11INING PROGRAM SHAPING 
F <R SEATTLE MEETING 

The program committee for 
the 1953 Metal and Nonmetallic 
Mining Convention of the Amer­
ican Mining Congress, scheduled 
to be held at Seattle, Sept. 2 1-
2 4, is rapidly lining up a program 
that will be studded with speak -
ers from Congress, the executive 
departments and agencies, and 
the mining industry. 

Slated for discussion are such 
subjects as the outlook for the min· 
ing industry, national mineral pol­

. iciesjpublic land problems, mine 
taxation and tariff matters. 

The Van Curler Mill and the 
Sourdough Mill are installing new 
hammer mills for primary crush­
ing due to the sticky character of 
the ore. 

FOR ALL PURPOSES 
Call Grants Pass 

4531 
If No Answer Call Grants Pass 4824 

• Gas Systems & Appliances 
• Cash and Corry Systems 

for small homes 
• Propane Cylinders Filled 
• Tank Truck Delivery 
• Full Line Gas Appliances 

operated more or less as an open p1t operation. The old workings 
had caved, and the ground was very loose. This mine is the larg -
est shipper of chrome ore in Del Norte County. Operated by J. & 
W. Mining Company. 

HOME GAS CO. 
"Home of the Redheads" 

266 Pacific Highway 99 South 

MANGANESE REPORT 

Domestic mine shipments of 
manganese ore in April increased 
slightly from Ma r c h  to 12, 700 
short tons, according to the Bureau 
of Mines, U.S. Department of the 
Interior. 

Montana supplied 77 percent 
of the total, Nevada 12 percent, 
and Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
New Mexico, North Carolina, Ten·i 
nessee, and Virginia the remain-' 
ing 11 percent. 

ACQUIRE PROPERTIES 

·The California Mineral Informa 
tion Service reports: 

"Great Lakes Carbon Corpor­
ation, Perlite Division, Los Angel­
es, recently acquired the perlite 
properties of the Alexite Engineer 
ing Division of Alexander Film 
Company. Included in the transa 
ction is a perlite mine at Rosita, 
California." 

George Schicora of Crescent 
City is moving a D7 in on Rattle 
Snake Mountain, East of Crescen 
City, California. 

Are You Having Ore 
Rejected ? 

IF SO, YOU WILL FIND THAT 
IT IS CHEAPER TO ASSAY EVERY 
LOAD BB= ORE HAULING THAN 
TO PAY HAULING AND SORTING 
COSTS. REMEtvmER, HOWEVER, 
AN ASSAY CAN BE NO MORE 
ACCURATE THAN THE SAMPLE. 

WE WILL BE PLEASED TO 

QUOTE SPECIAL RATES F O R  

QUANTITY DETERMINATIONS, 
AND TO OFFER FAST, ACCURATE 
SERVICE TO SHIPPERS. PROMPT 
ATTENTION TO MAIL SAMPLES. 

GRANTS PASS CHROME 
Analytical 
Chemists COMPANY Phone 

6222 
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To the Committee on Interior 
and Insular Affairs, 

United States Senate, 
Washington, D . C .  

The recognition o f  facts 
cerning the position of the 
States of America with regard to 
certain strategic minerals, and 
most specifically chromite, is 
clearly and emphatically se 
in the "l!Jeclaration of Policy" in 
your Senate Bill # 1620. 

To the average citizen a n d  · 

more particularly the working 
er or producer it would appear 

IDEAL CEMENT company's quarry at Wilderville , Oregon. further supporting evidence or 
·=====��-------.-----�-----�:.....-.� timony on chromite should be un-INDUSTRIAL MOBIUZATION necessary, to secure this very POLIC Y IS OUTLINED BY GOV. 

The Office of Defense Mob - and budding industry full Senator-
. . . . ial blessing on extended time in 11izanon has announced a. s1x - which to achieve initial goals, poi

b
n�

l
�rog

.
ram f

la
or de

ha
vel

l
�pmg. a

hi give our Nation developed resiouoce:SI mo 1 1zat1on p n t t 1es w1t n b1 f orting at least a U . s .  material and fiscal resources capa e 0 supp 
. f war emergency. The program 1S as ollows: E . th th must be a consid· . he d . 1 er ere 

(1) measur1�g t pro ucnon erable lack of faith in our ability lr-'1._ .. _ 
potential of our mdustry for hypo· d 1 0 nd mining '"''"�'IT'll: . ' to eve op a s u thettcal war years as.well as the or else too much misinformation suppo�t we may n:c

.
e�ve from the is bein disseminated among our matenals and fac11ines of the free ountr�'s policy makers. world; Suppose we attempt to (2) estimating rock-bottom . 

civilian requirements ; very pertinent quesnons 
(3) estimating the share of you as a co�mittee could very 

the production potential that by . be asking. 
preliminary tests it seems possible # 1. WHY IS MORE TIME RE -
t o  allot to war goods and the im - QUIRED AFTER JUNE 30TH, l953? 
pact or

'
that allotment on the ec - The western mining indus-

"F " STREET CUSTOM MILL at Grants Pass , Oregon. F r a n k  Tubrandt now has the mill up in fine shape and has been making re ­gular shipments to the stock pile. Below , F Street tables run on the chrome ore. . try was practically non-existent onomy; · DUTIES ON SCRAP METALS ( 4) testing the ability of spec · by 1951. F ew people had chrome TRI -COUNTY MILL 
ific industries to supply the prin . knowledge or experience, and From the volume of concen·  

Chrome milling Operations were Import duties were automat- trates aniVl· ng at the Chrome de · cipal tools , equipment, compon -
ents, sub -assemblies, materials , So 11'mited as to be completely ically restored on several scrap pot from Tr1· -county Mill n e a r  

dis ted. metals July 1, as C ongress took John Day, ar· e . , 1· t appears that and skills needed to produce the coun • 
_ no action to extend the provis - they are doing a swell job . pattern of weapons desired by the Rehabilitation of old high ions of Public Law 535, which ha _ ___ _ military within its allotment; grade workings constituted the suspended scrap import duties un· J. R. Brownell and associates (5) identifying deficiencies; principle contribution t o  t he til June 30, 1953• The scrap met· are shipping some lump ore out (6) estimating the exports chrome program during 1952. als affected w�re copper, alum - of the Sad Sack Mine on Chrome from the United States essential What mills that were ., ... ... .... -, inurn, zinc, magnesium and iron. Ridge. for the security of the free world. ed suffered so severely from lack -----����----L.--------------

Mobilization Director Arthur of experience that the loss of cap 
s. Fleming said that, where nee - ital and g

.
e?eral all around fail- WITNESS EXPQS'ES F ALSI.ES essary, capacity would be expand ure was p1nful. Recognizing the 

ed in industry "within the work - fact that it takes time to over­ings of the free enterprise system.' come difficulties or failures it is 
The program calls for the plugg ­
ing of prospective gaps in mach­
inery, tools, equipment and power 
for the maintenance of idle plants 

no wonder then that there was no 
creditable showing until June o f  
1953. 

and machines which would be need #2 · WHY DOES THE BUREAU 
ed should an M -day come .  CF MINES FAIL TO CREDIT THIS 

Flemming also said that mat- NATION WITH ADEQUATE RE -

erial and facilities controls will SERVES OF THIS MINERAL? 
be limited to defense priorities Because past operations were 
and the allocation of scarce and limited almost exclusively to 
critical materials. He stated that mining high grade lump ore or 
the controls will be used to ace scalping of float from surface ex-
plish the completion of defense posures, only a comparatively 

(Continued on Page 9 )  mines were opened. While t h e  

����:!:========i=!iim!iiifl dumps at most of these operations 
= were loaded with untold 

of tons of mill feed, apparently 
lack of milling operations caused 
appraisers to discount this source 
of chrome completely. 

A particular case in point of 
miscalculating reserves is true of 
the Cyclone Gap Mine in North-

(Continued from Page 5) 

reference in this bill to closing the lands to mineral entry . F our years lat 
er it occurreed to Mr. Chapman that the mining laws were "clearly 
irreconcilable and in conflict" with the sustained yield program. So, 
by interpretation and by edict, 4, 000 square miles were closed to 
mineral development. !twas only after a bitterly waged 7 -year battle . 
on the part of the mining fraternity and organizations and individ ­
uals interested in Oregon's industrial development, that the Oregon 
delegation was able to force a bill through Congress setting aside 
Chapman's ruling and reopening the land to mineral development 
- - and even then, the Interior .Department saw to it that there were 
strings attached. 

With this example fresh in the memory is it any wonder that the 
mining industry opposed any changes that would give Mr. Chapman 
further opportunity for " interpretations? " 

This, happily, is behind us .  Our new Secretary of the Interior 
and former Governor of Oregon, Douglas McKay, is a man of integ ­
rity. We Oregonians can assure you that he will administer the laws 
as they were written and intended by our congressional representati 
ives . We Oregonians can assure you that there will be no Chapman­
esque interpretations . 

There are minor changes in the mining laws which could elim-

SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS • RENTI NG 

California. By the end of World 
war II it was reported worked out 
completely. Since this report the 
mine has already produced 5, 000 
tons of high grade lump ore and 

.inate conflicts b-etween the various land users and probably simplify 
administrational problems . We know that the mining industry is act· 
ively discussing various proposals with other interested groups at the 
present time . Our Raw Materials Survey has been participating in 
some of these sessions . 

GALl ON GRADERS & ROLLERS 
WALTER TRUCKS e HOUGH PAY LOADERS 
L I N K  BELT SPEEDER SHOVELS & CRANES 
CRUSHERS e TRENCHERS e QU ICK WAY 
SHOVELS e CONTI N ENTAL GAS & DI ESEL 

ENG I N ES e LEACH REFUSE BOD I ES 
CASE INDUSTRIAL TRACTORS • SYMONS SCREENS 

JAEGER 
Build ing and 
Truck Mixers 

Factory trained mechanics lor 
Shop & Field Repairs 

EAst 8112 �.�:��; 
525 1 S. E. McLOUGHLIN BLVD.-Hiway 99 South 

... ., • .,,.�,p• appear far from exhaust­
d. It is now being worked from 

the 500 foot level. 
# 3. WHAT APPEARS TO BE 

PRE SENT PRODUC TION POSSffii 
TIES? 

Experience and sounder judg-
ment in development and-produc.­

procedures has alreadybec 
!apparent The current figures at 
the Grants Pass stock pile reveal 

for the first six months 
1953 exceeding the same per­

in 1952 by 2 and 3/lOth times. 
older established mines will 

in full production shortly, after 
heavy winter snows, and new 

mills and mines are coming into 
'"'"·.,""u''"' almost daily. 

(Continued on Page 8) 

WHAT INDUSTRY ASKS 

We have full confidence that our new Secretary of the Interior 
Douglas McKay will see to it that our mining laws are enforced with 
vigor and in good faith. We ask that this be done as promptly as possible . 

We ask that our congressional representatives give the industries 
based on the utilization of our national resources time to iron o·u t 
their conflicts. We ask time to suggest legislation which will be bas· 
ed on common need and public interest rather than acceptance of 
legislation hysterically promoted as a last gasp effort by a repudiat­
ed regime . 

* * * 1  Excerpt from letter to Roger Dakin, Editor of Collier's·, April 
9, 1953 
* * * 2  Excerpt from letter to Hon. Clair Engle, M.C . ,  House Office 
Building, Washington, D. C . ,  May 21, 1952 

* * * 3  Excerpt from speech presented at the meeting of the American 
Bar Assn. , Washington, D. C . ,  September 19, 1950, "Should t h e  
United States Mining Laws B e  Changed or Revised?" 
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MILL SITE where Chrome ore 
is c oncentrated from Rucker Rid­
ge mine is shown in the top photo 
F irst picture down shows a half yd . 
shovel loading chrome ore on a 
10 ton truck at Rucker Ridge , C oa ­
linga, C alifornia, operated b y  Joe 
Holman and Hall Pimlott. Next 
photo down shows Mrs . C lem Bak­
er in the distance standing on one 
end of the platform where 120 ton 
of chrome concentrates are await­
ing to be loaded on cars from the 
Holman and Pimlott mill. And, 
bottom photo shows a truck just 
finished unloading 180 tons of the 
chrome c oncentrates from the 
same mill, ready to be shipped 
to Grants Pass, Oregon stock pile. 

�ALO ALTO MINING C OMPANY 

Palo Alto Mining Company 
of San Jose reports taking o n a 
fine lease near San Jose with an 
excellent 0fe body of mill feed 
which should do well to rna i n ­
tain a steady production fr o m  
their mill. 

Page '/ 

The Mining Division carries 
on ·a continuing survey of the 
mineral resources of the Region, 
with special attention to deposits 
of critical and strategic ores . The 
most promising of the known de � 
posits are selected for further in­
vestigation by trenching, drilling 
or underground working. 

Restaurant & Fountain 

Known 
For Fine Foods 
& Fine Service 
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¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥*¥ 

Miner s 
adquarters 

NIGHT PHONES: 2-5648 or 2-81 08 

Cal-Ore Machinery Co. 
944 S. Central - Phone 2-6 1 55 
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REPRESENTATIVE HOPE'S BILL 
AFFEC TING MINING INTERESTS 

TITLE: A Bill to protect the sur­
face values of lands within the 
national forests and for other pur ­
poses. 

no per ­
mit shall be required or charge 
made for such use or occupancy: 

Provided, that any person 
tering said lands shall not ac\1uu.:;1 
title , possessory or othrrwise , to 
the timber, now or hereinafter 
growing thereon, which timber 
may be managed and disposed of 
by the United States. as is or may 
be provided by law, except that 

Be it enacted by the Senate such person shall have the right 
and House of Representatives of to use so much of the timber 
the United States of A merica in on as may be necessary in the 
Congress assembled, velopment and operation of his 

That hereafter mining loca - mine until such a time as such 
tions made under the mining laWs timber is disposed of by the Uni 
of the United States upon lands ed States, but timber cutting by 
within the national forests shall the locator shall be c onducted in 
confer on the locator the right to accordance with sound principles 
occupy and use so much of the of forest manage ment as defined 
surface of the land covered by the by the National Forest Rules and 
location as may be reasonably ne· Regulations except where clear -
cessary to carry on prospecting ing is necessary in connection 
and mining, including the taking with dons or to 

�==��==========���� 
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vide space for buildings or struc 
tures used in connection with 
ing operations: 

Provided further, that no 
of the surface of the claim or the 
resources therefrom not reason -
ably required for cany on lllllluu:F>I 
or prospecting shall be allowed 
except under the national forest 
rules and regulations, nor shall 
the locator prevent or obstruct 
other occupancy or use of the 
face under authority of national ' 
forest regulations, or permits iss 
ued thereunder, if such occupan 
cy or use is not in conflict with 
mineral development: 

And provided further, that 
placer mining operations shall 
conducted under such rules and 
regulations as the Secretary of 
Agriculture may adopt for the 
minimizing of soil erosion, pollu 
tion of water resources ,  and da 
age to watersheds, and for restor 
ation of the surface .  

SEC . 2 .  Northing in section 
1 hereof shall be construed in a 
manner to limit or restrict, or to 
authorize the limitation or restri 
ction of, the rights of any pat­
entee under any patent issued 
under the mining laws of the 
United States, except that the 

patentee, or those claiming tide 
under him, shall not acquire title 
to the timber then or thereafter 
standing on the land covered b y  
the patent unless he shall 
such timber at the time of 
ing for patent, or within three 
years thereafter. 

The purchase price of such 
timber shall be calculated by the 
Department of Agriculture, tak -
ing into consideration the right of 
the patentee to use , in accord -
ance with sound principles of for­
est management as defined by 
National F orest Rules and Regula 
tions, timber from the patented 
land in his mining and processing 
operations and struc tures connec 
ed therewith. 

If the patentee does not pur-
(C ontinued on Page 9) 
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Carl H. Brown 
Grants Pass , Ore. 

Phone 31 7 2 
P. O B o x  29 4 
� M i ,  East o f 4 

Chro m e  D e p o t  

on 1 99 

I JULY, l953 

GOVE RNOR PAUL PATTERSON has certainly shown an u n d e r ­
standing of the mining industry . In 194 7 ,  he served on a legislative 
interim committee on surface mining, and held hearings through -

· out the State . Since he has been governor of Oregon, he vetoed the 
very controversial bill relating to timber on mining claims. 0 u r  
hats off to a very good friend of the miners ! 

HOLMAN LETTER C ONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

NEW 1953 MINE & MILL OPERATIONS IN CALIF OIUUA 

Mill Cone . Delys . Est. Annual 
O£erator Location June 1953 Production 
Palo Alto 
Mining C o .  San 'Jose 160 tons 2, 000 

San Luis 
Mining Co.  San Luis 

Obispo 200 tons 2, 500 

Elder & San Luis 
Omadon Obispo 200 tons 2 , 500 

James & San Luis 
Spiess Obispo 200 tons 2, 500 

Durand Hall San Luis 
Obispo 800 tons 10 , 000 

Geo ,  Scott Morro Bay 150 tons 2, 000 

Walt. Hoppe Auburn 130 tons 2, 000 

Jack Hoppe Auburn 130 tons 1, 000 

L .  Davenport Scotts Bar 160 tons 2, 000 

El Dorado E l Dorado 
Chrome C ounty 5, 000 

Pierce & 
Biaginni Cayucas 2, 500 

Jack James San Benito 100 tons 1, 500 

J. R. Holman C oalinga 250 tons 3, 000 

Grants Pas 
· Air Service 

The above summary is based 
upon the writer's first hand know­
ledge , and is only a partial report 
of conditions obtaining . Never-the · 
less the situation shows a healthy 
and sound growth which as yet is 
only scratching the surfaces . 

# 4. F ROM THIS POINT ON 
WILL IT BE POSSIBLE TO A TTR._ 
ACT NEW CAPITAL TO DEVELOP 
}.;1INES AND C ONSTRUC T MILLS. C h a rter  Service 

A m b u  I a  n e e  S e rv i c e  

M I N E  S U R VEYS 1 

Fa s t  D e pe n d a b l e 

S E R V I C E  

FRED HALE 
P h . 2 2 3 5  o r  5 1 2 9  o r  

3 6 0 8  
GRA N T S  PA S S , O R E .  

I I 
I 

Not without assurance of more 
time than the two years remain­
ing in the present program. Allow 
ing 60 - 90 days for mill constru­
ction and discounting time lost 
due to bad weather the possible 
production would conceivably be 
limited to twelve months which 
is not sufficient safeguard for re ­
turn of capital let alone a justi­
fiable profit. 

It is not sufficient to trust to 
D. M. P . A .  to promise a later ex­
tension without legislative direct· 
ive ,  as such a condition would 
immediately �uspend projected 
plans and the inertia engendered 
would be very hard to overcome 
in case of war emergency, 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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HOPE'S BILL # 5358 
(Continued from Page 8) 

chase the timber, the patent 
reserve to the United States all 
timber then and thezea.fter stand­
ing on the lAnds covered by the 
patent with the provision 
timber may be removed or dis -
posed of by the Department of 
Agriculture at any time. 

SEC , 3. If at any time the 
locator or patentee requires more 
timber for his mining operation 
than remains on the land after dis 
position of timber therefrom by 
the United States, he shall be 
titled to obtain from the nearest 
national forest timber for such 
use equivalent in kind and quan­
tity to that which he would have 
been able to obtain prior to the 
disposition of such timber by the 
United States . 

Page 9 

MOBILIZATION POLICY 
(Continued from Page 6 ) 

programs on schedule . An order, 
covering these controls, m.ade it 

clear that allocations of steel, cop· 
per, and aluminum would be con­
fined to programs certified by the 
Department of Defense or the At­
omic Energy Commission and ap­
proved by the mobilization agen­
cy, 

The order also declared that 
the distribution of steel, copper 
and aluminum for the defense pro· 
grams would be intended to assure 
proper supplies of the metals on 

time and in proper quantity;that 
demands of the programs should 
be distributed equitably among 
suppliers, and that allotments 
should not be made in excess of 
current program requirements. 

G L E N  B .  N E W L A N D  

HERMAN, ELMER AND PERCY WEEKS ,  AND BILL JOOK, of Scott Bar, California , are s h o w n  a ­
bove a t  their Pearson Peak Chrome Mine , atop the bunkers . They are shown again below a t  the e n  -
trance to their tunnel,  which has been driven on partly high grade and partly milling ore . They a r e  
mining the ore and the milling is being done by E .  A .  F oster on a partnership basis. Pearson Peak 
Chrome Mine is just below the lookout station , at an elevation of 5200 feet. Just a skip over the Jose ­
phine C ounty line in C urry County, Oregon. Incidentally, they have to cross the low water bridge,  as 
was shown in the first issue. 

G R A N T S  P A S S  I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y 

2 3 0  5. E. " H "  STREET 
PHONE 2 4 4 7  

GRANTS PASS, OREGON 

HOLMAN LETTER 
(Continued from Page 8 ) 

# 5. DO YOU C ONSIDER THE 
ESTIMATED QUOTA OF 200, 000 
LONG DRY TONS WILL BE ACC ­
OMPLISHED BY JUNE 30, 1955? 

It would lve very doubtful 
without some additional nrnnnf':P.l":: 
in the field. This is principally 
due to various contingencies 
could interrupt production ... u,,ul'.·"l 
to upset the most carefully prepar­
ed estimates . 

Is it a fact that our present 
peace time requirements ofrh1'·nmPI 
ores consumed by refractories, 
chemicals and alloys approaches 
1, 2 50, 000 tons per year? 

Is it a fact that during t h e  
1950 hearings on Defense mater­
ials, that the office of Defense 
Mobilization stated our minimum 
needs for chrome alloy alone to 
support a war economy was 200, 
000 tons annually? 

Is it a fact that the stockpile 
of this strategic mineral is not 
nearly as important as the stock­
pile of manpower and know-how 
in the hills where our resources , 
and reserves are being readied for 
the time of great need? 

Is it a fact that if by June 
1955 we had reached a total of 
200, 000 tons production of 
ite, we would still be short of 
annual minimum requirements in 
case of war? 

Chrome mining in this coun­
try is still small business and will 

(Continued on Page 10 ) 

DOLE RETURNS TO DEPT. 

Hollis Dole , geologist with 
the Oregon State Department of 
Geology and Mineral Industries , 
who has been on leave engaged 
in graduate work at the Univer­
sity of Utah for the past two ye 
has returned to the Department 
and is now stationed ln the Port­
land office. He will devote a 
considerable part of his time to 
Oregon geologic map work. 

DON D. ERICKSON 

1\:\ISER FRllZEl{ 
SALES & 
SERVICE 

JWBER 

Guaranteed Repairs on All Makes 
'" BODY & FENDER WORK 
II BRAKE SERVICE 

Specializing in 

'" MOTOR TUNE-UP & REBUILDING 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• BODY & FENDER WORK 
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

g�!�ts Pass 231 1  

Allied Equipment 

Trac:tomotive 
Ge�rwMd 

H A VE Y O U  R H N I Y  O F  I N S U R A N CE ?  

ALL I S - CHALMERS 
• DESIGN ED FOR YOU R  JOB 
• EASY TO OPERATE 
• BU I LT TO TAKE  IT 
• EASY TO SERVICE 

GENERAL MOTORS DIESEL POWER UNITS 
40 Models - Tailored to Fit Your Job 

N EW & USED EQU I PMENT FOR CONSTRUCT ION & LOGGING 
Power Shove l s  - Compressors - Crushers 

Ya rders - Loaders 
A Complete L ine Of W i re Rope 

CALL MEDFORD 

2-52 
After 6 PM 

For Pa rts Ca l l  Mdfrd l-8 1 49 
For Service Ca l l  Mdfrd 2-80 1 4 

HAUPERT TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT 
SERVING SOUTHERN OREGON & NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

[3 6 1  0 N . P a c i t  i c H y.  iM e d fo r d  , 0 r e .  
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OLMAN LETTER 
:onttnued from Page 9 )  

: for some time to come, a t  
ast until some of our present 
ccellent prospects are develop-

:d intesizable mines. Small bust­
tess Indicates limited capital 
nth a veey hesitant desire to risk 
m sbart term ventures. 

Our cause is pleaded there­
·or 011 the facts presented. Only 
egldatlve action can continue 
:he splendid job, rather slowly 
�aiDing headway to be sure, but 
lefbd.tely progressing on a sound 
md satisfactory basis. 

Signed: J. R. Holman 
Representing Central Calif . 

Chro·me Producers 

CHROMITE STUDY PROJECT 

Len Ramp, Oregon State 
partment geologist, has resumed 
work on his chromite study pro -

ject begun last year. As chrom­
ite areas become accessible they 
will be visited and mapped by 
Mr. Ramp. His headquarters are 
at present in Grants Pass. 

SHIPPING C ONCENTRATES 

The Foster Mill at Packe.rs 
Camp on the Illinois River, 12 
miles from Selma, Oregon, is 
shipping concentrates. 

����-Only Y.OU can 

EVENT FOREST Fl 

Grants Paa & CaYe Junction 

4 Complete Departments 
FURNITURE 

• FLOOR COVERINGS 
• APPLIANCES 

• FABRICS 

-�---.-,=t--,:-
11 i.L..- .JL. -- - - -q 

(};��- - - -J� 
.............. ...._, . . --· -- � 

� �-----.;,� 
Used Fumlture 

Convenient Friendly Terms 

Call 
Grants Pass 

4437 

Visi t Our Tra de - In Department 

Your Satisfaction Is Our . . .  
. Constant Ambition ! 

232 N.W. 6th St. 

BuiLDING A BRIDGE TO A MINE. The following sequence of pictures shows the buildincr of a low water bridge across the Illinois River in Jose phine C ounty, Oregon, where Bill Robertson is op�ning a new chrome property . The top photo shows them dragging timbers down to the river, and the next pic · ture shows a TD 24 just barely making it across the river. (Additional photos on Pages 11 and 12) 
trict Land Office of the come null 

HOPE'S BILL # 5358 trict in which the claims is claim is relocated under the pro · 
(Continued from Page 9) ed within three years from the visions of that Act: 

SEC . 4. Valid mining of this Act and failure to give Provided further, that devel-
existing on the date of this ACT notice within this period shall con oprnent work done on claims lo­
and thereafter maintained in corn stitute abandonment of the claim cated prior to the enactment of 
pliance with the laws under as to the United States, its assign this Act, if relocated by the same 
they were initiated may be per - ees, perrnitees, lessees, or licens - locator, shall be applicable to 
fected under such laws, including ees: patents issued under the provisions 
discovery: Provided further, that if pat- of this Act. 

Provided, that notice of the ent shall not have been applied SEC · 5. No mining location 
existence of all such claims must for within five years from the hereafter made on the lands with-
be g_ iven to the United States Dis- date hereof the location shall be· in the national forests shall be val ­

� id as to the United States, its 
------------------------:l:::.....-----------�1===��---------i assignees, permittees , lessees, or 

M . 1• e s I e 
licensees unless notice of the ex -

I n � U V V 
!:��; �! ��h

u��� ;ta��:e�is:n 

n 
. 

1 e s trict Land Office of the land dis -. =�
-
t in which the claim is situa -

Notice of the performance of 
assessment work must also b e  giv, 
en such office and failure to file 

DuPont Powder Justrite Lamps 

DuPont Caps 

DuPont Fuse 

such notice with said office for 
two consecutive years ahall con­
stitute abandonment of the claim 
as to the United States, its assign­
ees, permittees, lessees, or licen­
sees. 

Carbide 
Hard-Boiled Hats 

Logging Mill Suppfies 
and 

Sec . 6. The notice of claims 
required in sections 4 and 5 of 
this Aci shall state the name and ­
address of the locator, the name 
of the claim if any, the name of 
the county in which the claim is 
located, the approximate area of 
the claim, and a general descrip­
tion of the location of the claim, 
and such notice may be made on 
forms provided by the United 
States : All Miscellaneous 

Mining Supplies 

Ted: Pau;lu$ 
U,ALLEY �H1A:RDWARE 

3 2 4  S .W .  Si xth  St.- Dial  32 1 1' G ra n ts Pass , O re.  

Provided, however, that noth· 
ing in this Act shall be construed 
to require the description of the 
location of the claim in greater 
detail or particularity than is re­
quired by law for the description 
of such claim in the county re -
cords in which the claim is filed. 

The notice of assessment 
work shall state the name and ad 
dress of the claimant, the name 
of the claim if any, the date on 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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LEWIS LE TTER 
(Continued from Page 1) 

The United States m i n i n g  
laws are now generally applicable 
to public lands in national forests . 
H . R. 5358 would make several 
drastic changes in tlte applic 
of these laws to such lands . 
mining operations could be con ­
ducted only under rules and regu­
lations adopted by the Secretary 
of Agriculture . The right to the 
timber on the lands patented und · 
er the mining laws would be reserv­
ed to the United States unless the 
patentee purchased the timber 
within three years after issuance 
of patent at a price determined 
by the Department of Agriculture . 
Unpatented mining claims would 
be invalidated if they were n o t  
recorded in the appropriate Unit­
ed States district land office with· 
in a specified time , or if assess ­
ment work was not performed, or 
if patent was not applied for with 
in a certain period . 

This billis apparently intend · 
ed to prevent the use of lands with­
in mining claims in national for· 
ests for purposes other than bona 
fide mineral development. A bill 
with the same general objective 
is already pending before t h e  
House of Re presentatives . T h i s  
bill, H . R. 4983, "To define the 
surface rights vested in the loca ­
tor of a mi ning claim hereafter 
made under the mining laws of 
the United States, prior to issu ­
ance of patent therefor, and for 
pther purposes . "  was reported on 
favorably by the House Interior 
and Insular Affairs Committee 
June 9 .  

While H . R. 4983 is far l e s s  
sweeping than H .  R. 5358, it con 

tains several similar provisions. 
H. R. 4983 would make it clear tha 
the surface rights of a m i n  i n g 
c l a i m a n t  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  
the use of the surface resources 
for prospecting, mining, or pro­
cessing operations and uses reason ­
ably incident thereto. Timber cut­
ting would be permitted, for e x ­
a mple, only i f  necessary to clear 
the land for mining operations or 
to provide for use in such operat· 
ions . H. R. 4983 would also make 
it clear that the United States may 
use the surface of the land covered 
by a mining claim, or may per­
rri.it its use by others, for forage 
control or usage , for timber re ­
newal or protec tion, or for other 
enumerated purposes, whenever 
such activities will not interfere 
materially with mining operations . 

In the opinion of this Depart­
ment, the enactment of H. R. 4983 
should go far toward eliminating 
the practice of making mining 
locations for nonmineral purposes 
since ti would re move the induce 
ment for such locations afforded 
by the control of the surface . The 
remedy it proposes certainly should 
be given a real chance to solve 
the problem .  

The drastic revision o f  t h e  
mining law c ontemplated b y  H .  
R. 5358, o n  the other hand, does 
not appear essential at this time 

for the protection of the national 
forests against i mproper mining 
claims and practices. It should al 
also be noted that a number of the 
provisions of H. R. 5358 deal with 
subjects, such as the recordation 

of mining claims, that are not 

peculiar to the national forests . 

The need for any changes in the 

mining laws s o  sweeping as those 

proposed in H. R. 5358 should be 
e valuated in the light of their 
impact upon the general develop· 
ment of the mineral resources of 
the United States, and not merely 
from the standpoint of their effect 
on the national forests. On the 
basis of present experience, we 

(Continued next column) 

LEWIS LETTER C ONTINUED 

question the practicability of some 
of the provisions of H. R. 5358 and 
believe that H. R. 4983 e mb odies 
a much sounder approach to the 
solution of the problem at hand . 

Since we are informed that 
there is a particular urgency for 
the submission of the vievvs of the 
Department, this report has not 
been cleared through the Bureau 
of the Budget, and, therefore, no 
c ommitment can be made 
ing relationship of the views ex 
pressed herein to the progra m of 

the President. 
Signed 

Orme Lewis 

Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior. 

TO HAUL TO VAN C URLER MILL 

It is reported that Al Sneider 
will be hauling ore to the Dewey 

Van C urler Mill at Ashland, Ore . 

MILL REPORTED S OLD 

It is  reported that the C aste · 
lla Mill at C astella, C alifornia, 
has been sold to Bob Jensen and 
others of Magalia, California. 

THE STOCK PILE Page 1.1 

BUILDING A BRIDGE TO A lv!IN E .  Lou Robertson is shown here tying down one end of the timbers 
of the bridge . Pictures showing start of the enterprise are on Page 10,  finished struc ture is on page 12 

WESTERN MINING C OUNCIL 

The next important meeting 
of the Western Mining C ouncil, 
Inc . will be held in Santa Cruz , 
Sept. ll-12 , with headquarters at 
the St. George Hotel. 

It will be the NOMINATION 
and POLIC Y MAKING gathering . 

PACKER'S CAMP 

Grissom Brothers and Joe In· 
man at Packer's C a mp, out o f  
Selma, Oregon, are really on the 
job with 80 feet of new 
s o m e d r i f t s  and stopes and a 
steady flow of chrome going to 
the stock pile . 

WALDO MINING C OMPANY 

The Waldo Mining C ompany 
(former Rice Brothers Mill) near 
Cave Junction has completed its 
remodeling and is now operating. 

They were shut down five 
days because of a fire which de ­
stroyed their pumping plant . 

WAGON 
DRillS HYDRO DRill 

JIBS 
HAND HELD 

DRILLS 

PORTABLE AIR 
COMPRESSORS 

y M A N  F A C T U R I N G  C O M P A N Y  
1 5 5  Fe l l  St . Sa n Fra nc isco 2 C a l i f .  

5 4 2 6  E .  Was h i n gt o n  B l vd . los A n ge les  2 2  Ca l i f .  
1 6 3 1  N .W.  Th u rm a n  S t .  P o rt l a nd 9 O re .  

i 
l '! J 
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HIGH P L A T E A U 

B y Virgil Brown 

Early in the year of 1953 
The weather seemed to be on a 
spree. 
Rain and-mud with a little snow 
On grind the wheels of High Plat· 
eau. 

Jim Snider of Idaho, with his Si 
Float plant 
Cusses the California mist and 
the damp. 

· Three cheers for Jim and his rugg 
ed crew! 
In spite of conditions, he is ready 
to go. 

Contractor Hugh Morse from Easy 
Valley, 
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EXPLORATION WORK STARTED 
ON ALMEDA MINE ON ROGUE 

Exploration work is underway 
at the Almeda mine on the Rogue 
River just north of Galice, Jose -
phine county, Oregon, according 
to The Ore-Bin. 

Work is being done by the AI· 
aska Copper C orporation, of which 
C .  F. Herbert, Seattle, is president 

The Alaska Copper Corpora ­
tion is controlled jointly by Yuk­
on Placer Mining Company and 
Transcontinental Resources, Ltd. , 
of Toronto, Canada. 

Examination work began last 
April. Equipment was installed 
and diamond drilling started early 
in May, l953. Drilling was started 
underground on the river level. 

With Edward Sowell and the s 
as allies, 

Puts through a road with d o z e 
and powder 

Roy Hillis, Galice , is o�--·­
--�

---------------------------------------1-oH ili�-kllm�ia; mre:Of the oW Ore 

As the boulders get bigger and 
blasts are louder. 

BUILDING A BRIDGE TO A lviiNE. The completed bridge is shown here . Pictures showing how it 
was done are on pages 10 and 11 of this issue . 

Solomon and Stout with a dia -
mond drill 

High above the dump of the mine Are probing the corners of mother 
A dragline tried to load two earth's home 
at a time. E ver alert for a strin� of chrome . 
From the cookhouse, sitting Brothers working side by 
the trees, 
The scent of fresh pies wafts up vu11 ... vuu,15 boulders far and wide, 
the breeze . lear the road from WhiskeyCree 

The Air-Lift is on, 
High Plateau boasts a strip. 
Gene Elliott as pilot 
Hauls necessities each trip 

On down the road, not so far at 
that, 
Ernie Tarbell and Sam dig chro 
with a cat. 

the Mine 
nd will haul the ore to the rail-

airplanes and trucks and 

' 
cats and powder and sweat. 
diamond drills up there in 

the hills 
They are going to strike her yet. 

The cabin roof is weak, but the I Miles away on the Valley floor 

ff · tr Helen types on very much as be -co e 1s s ong . 
They will have another ton before f

w
o�e

th . . d f d b 1 1 ever m mm , ar own e-very ong. 
At the end of the road, high on low • 

The enterprise on HIGH PLATE 

HOPE BILL # 5358 
(Continued from Page 10 ) 

which the claim was filed, and 
the county in which it is located, 
together with a brief statement 
of the assessment work performed 
during the year and recorded in 
said county. Upon receipt of not­
ice of the filing of a claim or of 
performance of assessment W()[k, 
the United States District Land 
Office receiving such notice shall 
acknowledge such receipt by 
first c_lass mail to the claimant 
at the address given o� the notice ' 

SEC . ·  7 A mining claim here 1 
after made on the national forests 1 
may be determined to be invalid 1 
for.failure to comply with the pro 

' 

visions of this Act or other laws 
applicable thereto, including but 
not limited to a showing that (1) 
the deposits discovered are insuff 
icient to justify further develop -

ment of a claim as a mining pro­
perty or (2) that assessment re -
quirements have not been met. 

SEC . 8. A claim hereafter 
made on the na tiona! forests shall 
automatically become invalid if 
no application for patent is made 
within 10 years after establish -
ment of the claim. 

SIX MILE MILL 

The Six Mile Mill is just 
now-starting to ship some con­
centrates .  

NEWS WANTED: Stories, items, 
pictures and other data penain­
ing to mining is welcome �t the 
Stock Pile office at P. 0. Box 
505 , Rogue River. 

gon gold and copper mines. 
The principal period of acti­

vity at the Almeda was between 
1908 and 1916 during which time 
more than $100, 000 was produc­
ed. In 1908, a 100-ton matting 
furnace was erected at the mine 
and was in operation from 1911 to 
191 6 .  

Ore boddies occur in a wide 
zone of intense silicification call­
ed the Big Yank Lode that follows 
the contact between porphyrttlic 
dacite and argillite (Galice slate). 
Two types of ore have been des ­
cribed: siliceous gold -silver and 
copper ore in barite gangue . 

Chrome Miners-& MiU-OJ3erators 
CONTACT US FOR YOUR 

CHROME HAULING- or HANDLING PROBLEMS 
Long Years of Experience in this field by us, will 
he of true value to you and Save you Much Time 
and Money. 

ARRANGE�IENTS CAN BE MADE FOR 
LESS THAN CAR LOTS 

We are Fully Equipped, Licensed 
Give You the Best of Service at 
to You. References gladly given . 

.. 

Phone, Wire or Write : 

and Insured to 
a Great Saving 

DEAN S. AXTELL 2000 S. W. G St. ,  Ph. 5432 
GRANTS PASS, OREGON 


