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HARRY WHITNEY SITTING IN FRONT OF THE CABIN AT SNOWY RIDGE CHROME MINE, LOOKING AT MT,.SHASTA, AS THE SUN SETS IN THE EVENING,
OREGON AND CALIZORNIA HAVE A GREAT DEAL IN COMMON IN THE PRODUC TION OF CHROME. THE SNOWY RIDGE MINE HAS BOTH STATES IN
COMMON, THE CABIN IS IN CALIFORNIA, AND THE MINE IS RIGHT ON THE CALIFORNIA-OREGON LINE,

Tungsten Testimony

(Testimony by Chas. H. Segerstrom, Jr., President Nevada-
Massachusetts Company, Tungsten, Nevada, before HOUSE SELECT
SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE at San Francisco, April 25, 1953.)

The production of tungsten concentrates, vital for use in high
speed tool steels, tungsten carbides, jet engines, armour piercing
shells and many other important and critical uses, has never receiv-
ed the importance that it deserves. It is an industry little heard a-
bout in much of the United States but it is of utmost importance to
the economy of this country.

Our domestic producers have always been faced with sizeable
fluctuations in the demand and price for tungsten, with short periads
of high prices and good demand, always followed by long periods of
low demand and low prices resulting in the close-down of many op-
erations. A mine is not like a manufacturing unit which can be
closed down and reopened at will, but is it a long term, expensive
operation where plans must be made well into the future to assure
continued operation. A mine shut down for a year may take a
year or more after reopening to get back on the production basis
reached before the shutdown. Water comes in and floods the mine,
timbers rot and rail and pipe rust away. Machinery depreciates very
fast when not in continual use and the reestablishment of its top ef-
ficiency is slow and costly. Ore reserves must be kept at a level
where continual high production can be maintained, but the threat
of continued closings and reopenings does not often make this econ-
omically possible,

The table below, taken from reports of the Bureau of mines,
shows exactly what has taken place and what is happening at present:

U.S. Production and consumption of Tungsten (in short tons of
60% WO 3)
% of Consumption

Year  Production Consumption Produced in U.S.
1940 5,120 10,500 49%
1941 6,746 17,500 33%
1942 9,433 18,300 52%
1943 12,055 20,300 59%
1944 10,260 20,100 51%
1945 5,662 14,900 38%
1946 4,908 6,800 72%
1947 3,180 8,200 38%
1948 4,228 9,300 45%
1949 3,043 5,212 58%

(Continued on Page 5)

MEETING

CONDENSED MINUTES OF
MAY 18th MEETING

The meeting was called to
order at 10:30 A, M, by the Presi-
dent,Fay.I.Bristol. News item
issued by Douglas McKay, saying

cal list was read by Mr. Bristol.,

It was announced that H,B.
2823 and 2824 had gone through
the House Sub-committee on Int-
erior andInsular Affairs and would
be presented to the fullCommitt-
ee the first week in June.

Mr. Dan Lillis, Chief of In-
spection Service, G.S. A.,North-
west Region 10, gave a shorttalk
outlining the fact that the chrome
program was extended to June 30,
1955, or until 200, 000 tons had
been delivered, and that the
5, 000 ton limit per mjne had been
removed. The program has now
been in operation 18 months, the
depothaving been opened on Sept,
17, 1951.

Mr. L, H.Banning, Chief of
the ferro-metalsBranch of the
Bureau of Mines, Section 2, at

Albany gave a technical talk on
the mew smelting process being
developed at the Albany Station.
It was very important to thisarea,
as their experiments indicate that
the use of hog fuel will make it
possible to smelt directly high
silica manganese ore and high
aluminum clays. The title of his
talk, *“The Use of Hog Fuel in
Smelting Different Ores. ''A plant
is now being built at Springfield
to use one of the processes devel-
oped at Albany. Anyone interest-

(Continued on Page 2)

that chrome was still on the criti-

Government Mineral Policy

WHAT IS OUR GOVERNMENT MINERAL POLICY?

(Testimony by S. H. Williston, Cordero Mining Company, Palo Alto,
California, before HOUSE SELECT SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE,
at San Francisco, April 25, 1953.)

In considering the plight of small and moderate size miningop-
erations one must give a great deal of consideration to the great un-
certainty and the extreme vacilation in United States Government
mineral policy over the last 14 years.

Those years have been a strong demand for metals interspersed
with periods of surplus. During times of shortage our Government
urged greater and greater production from domestic sources and in
times of surplus, even though temporary, ignored the problems of
the mining industry and allowed, and even encouraged, those mines
to shut down. For 14 years the small miner of the West has read in
the papers conflicting reports, conflicting requests from Government
sources and conflicting attitudes on the part of many of the metal
manufacturers and consumers. Neither small mines, nor, for that
matter, large mines, can continue to exist in a solvent condition
under such pulling and hauling from Washington and under suchan
absence of clear cut, well thought out policy.

It might be well if we would set down a few basic facts and try
to think clearly toward a logical conclusion and attempt to avoid
some of the highly questionable and usually unfounded conclusions
reached over the past decade by some of the theorists in Washington.

We know that, at the present time, we import something like
40 per cent of most of our critical metals and a much higher percent-
age of our strategic metals.

We know that in regards to many of these critical metals and
most of the strategic metals, the sources of supply lie over several
thousand miles of ocean travel.

We know that the Russian navy is now the second largest fleet.
is several times the size of the German submarine fleet at the open-
ing of World War TI. We know that the Russians now have 350 sub-
marines of 1000 tons displacement or over, and at least 150 smaller
submarines. We know, in the event of open warfare, that sucha nu-
mber of submarines could undeniably interfere with, if not almost
eliminate, the importation of strategic and critical metalsfrom over
seas’ sources.

We have heard from reasonably reliable sources, that the anti:
submarine arm of the Navy is rated well down on the priority list
and that in the war games of recent years the effectiveness of the
anti -submarine arm was certainly not anything which we, as a Nat-

ion, might be proud of. (Continued on Page 2 )
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MEETING

(Continued from Page

edinsmelting manganese, chrome
or aluminum clays are invited to
inspect the operation at Albany.
Dave White, Resident Geo-
logist for the Oregon State Depart:
ment of Geology and MineralsIn-
dustries, outlined the services rend
ered by his office to Oregon resi-
dents, which includes free analy-

EDITORIAL

Four of us are leaving for Washington, D. C.,
will be staying at the Washington Hotel.

tomorrow, and

The four are Joe Holman of Los Angeles, Durand Hall, of San
Francisco, Oregon Senator Gene L. Brown of Grants Pass and yours
truly.

We hope to have a successful trip, and so far the bills pending
in Congress to extend the chrome, manganese and tungsten programs
have been having very fine reception in their Committees.

We hope to give the added push to get these bills through Con-
gress. However, that is just the beginning.

The bills merely instruct the Defense Department to extend
these programs, on such terms as the Defense Department deems
wise. Thus we must also sell the Defense Department on the best
terms possible for this extension.

With good luck sometime this summer we should get the exten-
sion, but it will take work, cooperation and money from all the
chrome miners to accomplish these ends.

DonN‘s SHELL SERVICE
GUARANTEED LUBRICATION
Gas - Oil - Tires - Tubes - Car Washing

Phone 4559 510 Redwood Highway 199

1/2 Mile East of Chrome Depot
GRANTS PASS, OREGON

-

s

® Sawe

TRULK RATES

Open 'til 9:30 p.m.

LOTS OF FREE TRUCK
PARKING FOR CUSTOMERS

ongratalaicond
o
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|| zine caused them to reconsider

sis for prospectors that are not
producing. He also outlined that
his department is making a study
of chrome deposits. He stated,
however, that since his Depart-
ment was a State Department he
could not go into California.

The next speaker, Richard
N.Appling, Mining Engineer of
the U, S.Bureau of Mines, outlined
their investigation of the manga-
nese prospects in Southern Oregon.
They were interested in finding

all of the available highSilica
Manganese ore deposits that they
can. He also stated theyhad funds
for drilling and trenching deposits
that were found. He would apprec
ciate receiving information on
any manganese deposits.

Mr. Bristol then read the Gov-
ernor’s veto message on House Bill
80, which placed a tax of 25 % of
the value of timber on a newly
patented mining claim. This bill
had been defeated in the Oregon
State Senate bufthe furorcreated
by an article in Collier’s maga-

the bill and pass it.

An article written by Fay.I.
Bristol for the Mining World on
the world chrome situation was
read.

The meeting was adjourned
for lunch.

Meeting reconvened at1:45
P.M.

A report on the Small Busi-
ness Committee hearing held in
San Francisco April 25th was giv-
en by Joe Holman who took part
in the hearing. This hearing was
sponsored by a number of Mining
Associations, including Nevada
and Oregon, The San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce, the Grass
Valley Mining Association, and
the Western Mining Council, Arr-
angements were made by the San
Francisco Chamber of Commerce |
and the expenses were also handl-
ed by the San Francisco Chamber
of Commerce -- the raising of
money, etc.Fifteen men were ask-
ed to prepare papers for the hear-
ing.

Mr. Holman stated that the
entire account of the Hearing
could be obtained by reading the
various Mining Journals, which
covered it thoroughly. With re-
spect to Chromium, .the cover-
aie was given very well by Mr.
Bristol. A full story of his testi-
mony is in the May issue of the
STOCKPILE.

It was brought out that the
results of this San Franciscohear-
ing would be very good when the
men got back to Washington.

A discussion from the floor
followed: This discussion cover-
ed a suggestion that a limit be
placed on the production of each
mine: The discussion revealed
that there was a limit to the amount
of money that Congress would
appropriate for a chrome program
extension, and that it would be
possible for a large property to be
found thus filling the appropriat-
ion and ending any chrome
program. This would leave the

small miner on the rocks. Several”
people discussed the point that it
would be impossible for any one
mine, or company, to produce this

amount.
Steve Ridgley brought out the

fact that a major companv was
investigating some chrome de-

posits in Southern California, con-

templating a 1000 ton perday
(Continued on Page 4)

Government Mineral Policy

(Continued from Page 1)

It would seem from these facts, which are quite well authenti-
cated, that the policy of our Government regarding raw materials
supply in the event of an emergency, would be to endeavor to as-
sure a source of metals, preferably from North America, but cer-
tainly from the Western Hemisphere, if we are to have available
sufficient raw materials for the defense forces and for the essential
civilian economy.

Now, let us examine what the actual policy of our Government
has been.

The policy of our State Department in general is and has been
to keep our metal in the ground and buy from foreign sources. Pre-
ferably sources where the State Department has diplomatic problems,
More explicitly, under the Reciprocal Trade Act, whichwasadopt-
ed about 1934, and has been repeatedly reenacted to date, the de-
clared policy of the State Department is to increase the percentage
of the domestic market supplied by foreign producers by reducing
tariffs and simplifying customs procedures.

When the Stockpiling Act was passed with the ‘‘Buy America’’
clause, President Tr uman approved the bill while condemning the
clause and practically instructed the Munitions Board not to observe
it. As a result of its instructions (never changed) the Munitions Bo-
ard and the General Services Administration have followed the policy
of buying from abroad in preference to buying domestic. Theyhave
even refused permissionfor domestic producers to bid on requirements
of strategic metals for the stockpile which were subsequently obtain-
ed from foreign sources.

The President’s Materials Policy Commission and the National
Security Resources Board have advocated the removal of tariffs on
strategic and critical metals by bureaucratic action. A consequent
lowering of domestic price by the amount of such tariff reduction
would immediately close additional domestic mines.

The Mutual Security Agency, in the so-called Bell Report, *‘A
Trade and Tariff Policy in the National Interest’’ reached the height
of something or other in the following quotations:

Page 57. *‘Tariffs on the minerals for which the United States
produces all of its current needs and is a net exporter are unnecess-
ary’’.

Page 54. *‘For most ores and unprocessed minerals, the relat-
ively small duty has little restrictive effect on imports’’.

Page 51. ‘‘Some duties should be eliminated now and others
whenever price factors are favorable to such a change'’.

Page 57. *‘A change in tariff policy is also desuable for the
minerals of which domestic production supplies less than one-third
of domestic production needs. Imports of such minerals should be
and, then, to cap the climax, the quotation on Page 56,

*“Tax provisions covering exploration costs and depletion allow-
ances offer far greater incentives for the metal and mineral indust-
ries than could be provided by tariffs”’

It does not occur to theauthor of this policy, who is, by the way,
Director of the Research Department of the International Monetary
Fund, that if the sales price of metals is not sufficient to cover costs
it makes little difference as to what promises might be made in re-
gard to taxes. Taxes are measured by profits and if there are no
profits there certainly will be no taxes for any considerable length
of time.

The Treasury Department has, for years, been attacking the
theory of percentage depletion with extreme vigor and also, by new
interpretations of old laws and rewriting of regulations, endeavored
to increase the tax load on those mines which might for a few years
show a profit. Fortunately Congress has recognized the errors of
Treasury arguments. There is no doubt whatsoever that if the Trea-
sury had been successful in eliminating percentage depletion it would
have had a most catastrophic effect on the search, developmentand
mining of metals within the United States.

Certainly the general health of the mining industry and espec-
ially the smaller components of the industry, would indicate that
the depletion allowance is insufficient to offset the inherent gamble
in the industry. The percentage depletion in oil, which is higher,
has kept the United States self-sufficient in that material and a high-
er percentage depletion for minerals with adequate protectionagain-
st foreign dumping would go a long way toward bringing the United
States closer to a minimum safe production in the metals which it
needs.

Since the early 30s the Bureau of Land Management in the De-
partment of the Interior has been using every device at itscommand
to change the fundamental mining laws of the Country to a leasing
system which would grant to a few appointed Government bureau-
crats the right to grant or to deny the right of additional mines to
exist within this country.

With present costs and price trends an additional levy on gross
income added to the 75 per cent of the net, which the Treasury now
demands, would be too much of a load for the industry to bear,

The Defense Minerals Administration and the Defense Mater-
ials Procurement Agency, largely manned by engineers familiar
with the industry, were given orders in early 1951 to take no steps
to expand production of any metal unless it was in world-wide short-
age. From recent publicity in connection with the ammunition
shortage it may well be that this directive, which is still in effect,
was dictated by the State Department. Even the United States Geo-
logical Survey and the United States Bureau of Mines, which have
partially infiltrated with a rather pessimistic_and hopeless attitude.

National Forest Service in the Department of Agriculture has
gone out of its way to interfere with and slow down the exploration
and development of additional metal and mineral reserves. They
seem to have little sympathy with the development of raw mater-
ials other than timber on National Forest ground and seem todelight
in causing legitimate mining operations additional difficulties and
extra expense for no useful purpose.

In fact, it is impossible to name any administrative branch of
the United States Government which has actively aided and cham-
pioned the efforts of the mining industry in its effort to supply the

(Continued.on Page 9)
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: Serpentine or peridotite

Major outcrops of serpentine derived by alteration
of peridotite and other ultrabasic igneous rocks.
Portions of some masses remain unaltered

SERPENTINE IN CALIFORNIA

60 B0 100 MILES

THE MAP OF SERPENTINE IN CALIFORNIA should be of interest to
the prospectors for chrome. Here shown are, the bodies of serpentine
that have been mapped by the Geological Survey. In practically all

of these bodies there is some chrome. The unexplored areas are known

to contain more bodies of the serpentines. The State of California in
connection with the U.S,Geological Survey has issued a serjes of bul-
letins on chromite:

134 Geological investigations of chromite in California
(only the chapters listed below have been issued).

Price
134 Partl, Ch. 1, Del Norte County 0.75
134 Part 1, Ch. 2, Siskiyou County 1.00
134 Part 2, Ch. 1, Northern Coast Ranges 0.25
134 Part 3, Ch.1, Tuolumne and Mari-
posa Counties 0.35
134 Part 3, Ch.2, Calaveras and Ama-
dor Counties 0.35
134 Part 3, Ch. 3, Tulare and Fresno
Counties 0.50
134 Part 3, Ch. 4, El Dorado County 0.90

Those that are still in print can be obtained by sending to the
California State Division of Mines, Ferry Building, San Francisco 11,
California.

BRIDGE STILL UNDER.... Others making application for
a new high water bridge are:Deep
Gorge Mining Company,Rough
and Ready Mines, Inc. , McCaleb's
Chrome Mining Company, Foster's
Mining Company and Consnlidauedu
Mining Company.

Red Mountain Mining Com-
pany, Henson and King brothers,
made a trip out to make applica-
tion for a new high water bridge
across the Illinois.

MEETING OF EASTERN OREGON
MINING ASSOCIATION

Eastern Oregon Mining Assoc-
iation held a meeting in Baker on
the 26th. We hope we will get
some pictures and stories from
them on their chrome, manganese
and tungsten mines.

Nadie Strayer wrote: ‘‘Thanks
Fay, forsending me a copy of THE
STOCKPILE, which is certainly
a fine paper and must be greatly
appreciated by all of the mining
people. Of course, I have had to
pass on my copy, finally, tosome
of the folks here who are so much
intetested in the manganese and
chrome programs; had quite a
struggle to hold on to it long en-
ough toread it all. "™’

I think you’ve shown whatcan
be done by enterprising men and
women in an industry who can
make a pictorial record of their
mining development and, making
use of local newspaper resources,
publish a paper which should be
of great value to the industry. "’
RAIN

seece

Bob McCalleb’s bunkers full
of concentrates. .can’t haul.

| MINERAL SHOW

Il other clubs -- Eugene, Coos Bay,

SOUTHERN OREGON GEM AND

The Rogue Gem and Geology
Club of Grants Pass, Oregon, is
sponsoring a- gem and mineral show
with the co-operation of several

Cave Junction, Klamath Falls,
Medford, Camp White, and possi-
bly others.

The show will be held atthe
Josephine County Fair Grounds on
Saturday June 13th from 10:00 AM
to 10:00 P, M., and Sunday June
14th from 10:00 A.M. to 7:00 PM.

Exceptional displays of gems,
minerals, fluorescent minerals,
silverwork, esc. Demonstrations
of silver-smithing and lapidary
equipment will be made.

Admission is free and every-
one is invited.

Deep Gorge Mining Company
reports a slide that covered their
Chrome lead. Mighty tough luck.

DR, FRANCIS J, WELLS, nickna med
““The Duke’. Dr.Wells is respons-
ible for the chrome investigation
during World War II, and was in
charge of the mapping of thechr-
ome areas in the Western States.
His work is available in the Calif-
ornia Bulletins on chrome, and the
geology maps of the Grants Pass,
Medford and Kerby quadrangles.

LINK BELT SPEEDER

JAEGER
Building and

st [l

5251 S. E. McLOUGHLIN
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SHOVELS & CRANES

JAEGER
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and Pumps

0112

BLVD.—Hiway 99 South
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SERVICE

Guaranéd Repa

® BODY & FENDER WORK
® BRAKE SERVICE
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Grants Pass
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6th St.
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MEETING
(Continued from.Page 2)

mill, They had blocked out a

large tonnage of milling ore, and
he felt that definitely there should
be a limit on production permine.

Mr, Van Curler stated that
we should not only go after an
extension of time, but also after
an added appropriation togowith
it, and put a limit on production
so that large concerns could not
come in and use all of the appro-
priation.

Mr. Holman reminded those
present of a speech by the Hon .,
Clair Engle at a meeting last
September, He stated that the
purpose of the program was to
develop a stockpile of Man-pow-
er and Know-How and establish
a sound mining industty on the
Coast.

Mr. Holman made the foli-
owing resolution:

‘*‘Be it resolved that the
Domestic Chrome Industry be en-
couraged by proper appropriation
to produce enough Chrome for
the Safety of the Nationby an ex-
tension of the existingstockpiling
and price program for at least
three years past June 30,1955.""

Resolution was carried unani-
mously.

Holman further resolved :
‘*‘Be it resolved that the iniquitied
in the program be removed by the:
acceptance of carload deliveries
at the Grants Pass Stockpile price
F.O.B. any railhead withtheCon |-
tinental United States. *’

Resolution was carried unan-
mously.

Third Resolution by Holman;
**That a Committee be appoint-
ed by the President of the Oregon
Mining Association to go to Wash:
ington, D, C. the first week in June
to definitely lobby for the exten-

(Continued on Page 9)
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FRENCH HILL MINE, which was patented by the Tysons of Baltimore
back in the middle 1880's, is the heaviest shipper of lump chrome
ore in Del Norte county. It has produced approximately 60, 000 tons
of lumber ore to date. During 1951 and 1952, the mine has been de-
veloped as an open pit as the old workings have caved and it is im-
possible to enter them. It is now owned and operated by the J & W
Mining Company, which has built a modern camp nearby. The mine
is less than 5 miles off the Redwood Highway.

HOUSE BILLS 2823 AND 2824 TO MAP CHROME DEPOSITS

House Bills 2823 and 2824

have passed the Sub-Committees
of the House Insular and Interior
Affairs Committees.

These bills are to extend the
chrome, manganese and tungsten
programs.

Len Ramp, geologist in the
Portland office of the Oregon De-
partment of Geology and Mineral
Industries will be in Southern Ore-
gon the first part of June to begin
mapping and investigating chrome
deposits.

COPCO PACIFIC, LTD.

GENERAL OFFICES: SAN FRANCISCO
930 BRITTAN AVENUE

SAN CARLOS, CALIFORNIA
PHONE LYTELL 3-2421

ROCK DRILLING
EQUIPMENT

A completely new, revolutionary
method of drilling by which one
man can do the work of two.

BARRETT'S STATIONERY
& OFFICE SUPPLIES

FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS IN

Office Supplies

Call on

Barrett's Stationery
& Office Supplies

Grants Pass,Ore. Ph. 4242
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MR.CHROME OF 1953 (BILL ROBERTSON ) AT THE PORTAL OF HIS
OREGON CHROME -- OREGON’S BIGGEST PRODUCER.

THE STOCK PILE

Tungsten Testimony

(Continued from Page 1)
% of Consumption

Year Production = Consumption Produced in U.S.
1950 4,244 6, 931 61%
1951 6,167 11, 989 51%
1952 17,168 9,072 79%

The increase in domestic production in 1951 and 1952 wasdue
mainly to the Domestic Tungsten Program of the General Services
Administration, started in July 1951 to run for a period of five years
to July 1, 1956 or until 3-million short ton units have been delivered|
at a floor price of $63. 00 per short ton unit, less penalties for off-
grade material. This program is effective for small producers as
well as large ones and has created the incentive for many new de-
posits to come into production and many old ones to reopen. In1949
many of the domestic producers were forced to shut down complete -
ly due to low prices and demand. The years 1945, 1946, 1947 and
1948 were touch and go for many operators and many were forced to
close down.

Imports of tungsten for 1952 amounted to 17, 86 short tons com-
pared with 6, 737 for the year 1951. It is presumed that most of the
imports went into the stockpile as many foreign producers have long -
term contracts with our government.

The Nevada-Massachusetts Company, of which I am president,
is one of the oldest tungsten mining operations in the country as pro-
duction started there in 1914. We are a typical mining operation,
being definitely classified as small business as we employ on the av-
erage about 200 men and never over 230 employees. We operate both
underground mines and open pits and mill from 400 to 500 tons per
24 hour period. Our ore is low grade in tyngsten contegt, but due to
efficient milling our recovery of tungsten is such that we have been
able to remain in business. Our costs have been increasing steadily
in recent years with labor costs up over 100% since 1948 and mater-
ial and supply costs up almost as much. Our operation is typical of
others in the industry except as to size. There are several largerop-
erations but most are smaller varying from one prospector to several
partners and then on to those employing a few men and on up to op-
erations with capacity of 100 to 150 tons per day employing from 30
to 50 employees. I believe I am correct in stating that none of the
tungsten producers in the United States employ over 350 men.

PROBLEMS OF THE INDUSTRY THAT MUST BE MET

1. The Domestic Tungsten Program of G.S. A. must be extended for
two years after July 1, 1956, which is the expiration date of the pre-
sent program. Foreign contracts for tungsten were made for 7 years
and we feel that the domestic producer is entitled to equal consider-
ation as it is our tax money that is making funds available for foreign!
purchases. Approximately 83, 000 units have been delivered to the
government against the 3-million unit goal as of the end of 1952.
Even if all domestic production went to the government, which in
fact it does not, the 3-million unit goal could not be met by July 1,
1956.

2. Many producers feel that they would have more incentive to goa-
head if they had a definite written contract with the government in-
stead of the postcard contract which is all any domestic producer has
under the Domestic Tungsten Program.

3. The present duty of $7.93 per short ton unit of WO3 must be con-
tinued in effect and this tariff not reduced in any further Reciprocal
Trade Agreement. If the domestic mines are to continue to operate

BEN BAKER, AND T.T.LEONARD,

SOURDOUGH CHROME MINE, CURRY COUNTY, OREGON, OWNED AND OPERATED BY FAY I.BRISTOL

duty must be retained. Foreign labor costs are so much lower than

mestic mining of tungsten, and intimes of emergency or war we would
not have the domestic tungsten industry to fall back upon.

4. A more vigorous domestic policv for mining should be inaugurat-
edand less credence given to the ‘*have-not’’theories which have been

the policy forso many years. The theory behind saving our metals in the
ground for some future emergency is very weak as when the metals are
needed the need is immediate and not a year or two away, which is how

and to compete with foreign tungsten in the United States mark_et,this“

those in the United States that without the tariff there would be no dol

long it takes to get a mine operating.

5. Withregard to taxes, the present depletionrates mustbe continued
if new ore bodieé$and mines are to be developed. The exemption of the
strategic and critical mines from the excess profits tax is a must to

R e ——

HENRI’S
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Call Grants Pass
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266 Pacific Highway 99 South
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KING WINTERHOLDS SWAY IN MTS. IN MAY

AN IDEA OF THE GREAT DEPTH OF THE SNOW MAY BE HAD BY LOOKING AT THE TOP
PHOTO WHICH SHOWS AUSTIN BROWNELL STANDING IN FRONT OF A SNOW CUT THROUGH

ON THE YOUNG'S VALLEY ROAD. PHOTO ON THE RIGHT WAS TAKEN IN THE SAME AREA
ON MAY 23rd. THE ROADS HAVE BEEN REPEATEDLY PLOWED OUT. THE LAST HEAVY FALL
WAS ON MAY 27th, PHOTO DIRECTLY ABOVE SHOWS SNOW OVER THE SISKIYOUS ON MAY

26TH. THIS IS THE AREA OF NUMEROUS CHROME MINES AND IS ON THE CALIFORNIA -ORE-
GON BORDER.
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 SPRING SNOW MAY 23rd POSES PROBLEM

.

MAY 26th, WHILE VALLEYS ARE GREEN AND FLOWERS ARE BLOOMING, SNOW STILL DRAPES ITS MANTLE IN THE MINING AREAS OF CALIFORNIA AND OREGON.,

THIS PICTURE SHOWS A CABIN USED DURING THE WAR AS A LOOK-OUT FOR PLANES THAT MIGHT APPROACH THE COAST AT THE OREGON-CALIFORNIA LINE,
NOTE THE SLED THAT WAS TOWED BEHIND THE CAT WHILE THE CAT WAS PLOWING THE ROAD. THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN ON SANGER PEAK PASS,

THESE THREE SCENES WERE TAKEN IN YOUNG'S VALLEY ON MAY 23rd WHERE AN AVERAGE DEPTH OF 14 FEET OF SNOW WAS ENCOUNTERED ON MAY 15th WHEN
THE ROAD WAS PLOWED OUT. IT HAS SNOWED PRACTICALLY EVERYDAY SINCE, THE LAST HEAVY SNOW FALLING ON MAY 27th. THE ROAD HAS BEEN PLOWED

FIVE TIMES SINCE THE ORIGINAL PLOWING,
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LETTERS ey T

Dear Fay: Thanks for the copies of 7 L. "? ‘V‘J
'Thank yoursolsiici for ““THE STOCKPILE"" with the int- - Wsg . v =
the copies of THE STOCKPILE eresting and dramatic pictures on |I*. > : “, . r o
It looks as if you really are ge;t- chrome production in some of our jje R s ¥ i ¥ £ 4
ing into the slick paper circle.It [8feat mountainarea. I am of Py L 2o S Loy 1 A
is well done and I have found it | course delighted that the chrome "% S8 = P
most interesting. program is still moving along. - i

Enclosed are copies of each . <
of Senator Malone’s bills to ex- Sincerely Yours,
tend the grategic minerals pro - Clair Engle,

gram. Sincerely yours, Member of Congress. O
George B, Holderer

CHROME MINE ON EVANS
CREEK in Jackson County withRay
Treasher, Al Osborne and Rolland
Jones

Dear Mr. Bristol:

I certainly appre -
ciated receiving your May 13th
letter and the copies of the chrome
miners magazine. I found them
very interesting.

o‘ Let me say that it was a real
M C{ 7““‘9 ‘m pleasure to have a chance to talk
: with you and the other people from
P E A C E o F M | N D the Mining Industry while we were
out at San Francisco. I feel that
the hearings were extremely val-

GLEN B. NhalAkD uable,
' Sincerely,
e SR AT Craig Hosmer,
NTS PASS INSURANCE AGENCY Member of Congress.

‘‘Foster Mining and Milling
2V %5 F M STREET Company®’ will start milling one

Proasy 2447 hundred fifty ton stock pile.
GRANTS PASS OREGON The “Six Mile'’ boys are tak
an an early vacation. Allset to

WAVE YOU PLENTY OF INSURANCE? _pour on the heat when it getshere,

CAL-ORE MACHINERY COMPANY
NOW Producing Chrome

. Harris & Ewing
CONGRESSMAN CLAIR ENGLE from California has been the most dili-
gent proponent for the Western miner that we have had in Congress.
During the 82nd Congress he conducted numerous hearings on the stra-
tegic metals program. These hearings were held during April, May,
June and October of 1951, they were on the Defense Minerals Produc -
tion Program. Printed copies make most amazing reading to anyone
with the time to read them, and they will give you some idea of the
complications of Government. _

HAMMER MILL AND LIGHT'S SURPLUS MART

PULVERIZER GOVERNMENT SURPLUS
GENERAL MERCHANDISE

SLEEPING BAGS
BLANKETS TENTS TARPS
WORK CLOTHES
COTS SHOES BOOTS

HARDWARE CAMP STOVES

KUE-KEN CRUSHER
SINKER LEG—for

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥*¥ all size sinkers at
. Y 4 left—new time and
Mlnel‘ S labor saver for OPEN

sidewall drilling.

Headquarters

THOR AIR TOOLS

B Wed.-Fri. Until 8:30 P.M.

NIGHT PHONES: 2-5648 or 2-8108 LIGHT’S SURPLUS MART
Cal-Ore Machinery Co. MEE],
944 S. Central — Phone 2-6155 e

BILLIE
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GOVERNMENT MINERAL POLICY
(Continued from Page 2)
raw materials needed in an emergency by our Nation except seg-
ments of the Geological Survey and somewhat smaller segmens of
the Bureau of Mines.

As I mentioned before, the announced policy of the Reciprocal
Trade Act was to increase the proportion of raw materials sold in
the American market by reduction of tariffs. Since 1934 we have

reduced many if not most of the metal tariffs by 50 per cent or more.

By way of the inflation route, we have further decreased tariffs
which are on the “fixed fee’* basis (which covers most metals) by
another 50 per cent.

In 1939 the United States was essentially self-sufficientin
copper, lead and zinc. Tariff protection has been reduced to one-
fourth of what it was in 1939 and we now import, roughly, 40 per
cent of these three metals.

In those same years the number of middle size mineshas decre-
ased very materially and the number of small mines has decreased
almost to the vanishing point. It would seem that twenty years of
Reciprocal Trade Act has accomplished its purpose since we are now
dependent for many of our metals on foreign sources.

Many of our Washington *“authorities ?"* seem to believe that

more of the medicine which has made the domestic mining industry

so sick should be given to the industry to make it well. 1f a 75 per
cent reduction in tariffs has almost killed the underground mining
industry, then a complete removal of tariffs should bring it back to
life again!

They do not realize that every time a tariff is reduced which

results in a lower price in the domestic market one or more margin-

al mines shuts down. They do notrealize thatunder the guise of
inflation and increased labor costs within the United States almost
all underground metal mines have now become marginal mines.
Labor costs, in most underground mines, make up, roughly, 50
per cent of total costs. American mining labor is now paid at a
rate from four to sixteen times foreign labor costs. The number of
underground non-ferrous metal miners has been steadily decreasing
over the last fifteen years and the average age of those miners is
far higher than it was twenty years ago. With every drop in metal
prices, miners leave the mines and go to other industries with a
steadier employment history and when the mines reopen fewer and
fewer return and, unfortunately, those who do return are those not
able to hold down positions in outside industries. The efficiency of
those miners as they aged has declined and the output per day has
been only partially maintained by increased mechanization. On
open pit mines the percentage cost of labor is low and the price per

man-day has a much smaller effect on total costs. On underground
mines, mechanization is frequently impossible to more thanalimit-

ed degree and decreased efficiency,.due to age and the loss of the
more competent men, has raised small mining costs out of all pro-
portion over the 1930 years.

A whole industry, whose average grade of ore from underground

mines was $5 per ton in 1939, finds little to interest itself in grades
of ore which provide $20 a ton at present market prices.

The magazine articles, the newspaper stories and Government
reports from Washington repeatedly state that we are becoming a
*‘have not’ nation and the only remedy which they can suggest is
that we abandon what we have left and become wholly dependent
on foreign sources. The truth of the matter, however, is consider-

ably different. In mineralized areas not covered by overburden, pro

bably not over one ore body in three outcrops at the surface. In our
Western States over three-fourths of our potential mineral bearing
ground is covered by valley fill,

er the truth to say that instead of being a ‘‘have not’* nationwe have

discovered and exploited not more than one-third of one-fourth, or
one-twelfth, of our natural wealth. This is 8 per cent exhaustion.

We will probably never find all of the hidden mineral wealth remain

ing but it is certain that we will find little of it if domestic mining

costs are to rise far above foreign mining costs and make it unprofit-

able to operate ore deposits we know of, let alone make it worth-
while to explore for new deposits.

The basic economics of mining under a free enterprise system,
provide that the highest grade deposits with the lowest operating
costs and the lowest transportation costs must be exhausted before
higher cost mines can come into the operation. It is just as easyto
make a mine marginal in character and inoperable under normal
conditions by increasing labor costs, increasing transportation costs

and increasing material costs as it is for nature to make a mine mar-

ginal with too low grade ore.

At the present time our mine labor costs are the highest in the
world. It costs more to transport some metals from the Western
United States to the consumers in the East by rail than it does to
ship that same metal four times across the Atlantic Ocean.

The past policy of the Government, whether it be by accident
or design, is to make almost every underground non-ferrous minein
the United States marginal. Given the same grade ore in Canada,
South America or in Africa it can be mined and processed more
cheaply than can its American counterpart.

Only those few mines within the United States which have exce-

ptionally high grade ore or which, due to the character of the ore,
such as molybdenum and nickel, have a monopoly on the market,

can hope to continue in the face of lower tariffs orwithoutsubsidy.
The metal mining industry in the past has had, in general,
little appetite for subsidized production and the reason for that dis-
trust is the fact that most subsidized programs have been ona basis
of a differential subsidy with a different price to each different pro-
ducer. Such a program results in the final picture as profit control

with an allowance to the domestic producer of sufficient margin over

his cost of production to keep him from shutting down. It removes
any incentive for higher efficiency and it removes most incentive
to search for additional ore. It is far more important that a mining
operation under a subsidy plan should have good connections with
the bureaucracy in Washington which controls its price and hence
controls the profit derived rather than any primary interest in the
furthering of any effort of mineral extraction.
In conclusion, if we are to be reasonably secure in times of

(Concluded on Page 12)

MEETING

(Continued from Page 4)

sion of the Strategic Metals Pro-
gram, such committee to go at
their own expense, *’

ly.

man and Durand Hall as ‘committ
ee to go to Washington.

Mr. Bristol reported on the
STOCKEPILE stating the printing

If the advertising should run sub-

outlined that the money for the
subscriptions would be held in a
separate bank account, and would

issued.

paper, ‘‘A marvelous job--out-
standing.’’ He got six new memb-

was sent him. In showing the issue
to two publishers, one suggested

it be entered into a National Con-
test for trade magazines. Ridgely

Resolution carried unanimous|%

Mr. Bristol appointed Joe Hol- -

was $200, 00 per 1000 copies, plus ||
half of the advertising over $200. ||

stantially over $200. 00 the print- .
er will assume the mailing.Itwas ||

be used only as the magazine was|:

Mr.Ridgley commented on the|"

ers for the Oregon Mining Associ-|.
ation as a result of the copy which

PAUL FLOYD, one of the partners of the Six Mile Chrome Mill

This mill will soon be ready to operate. It is hoped that the water
has gone down enough so that they can use the low water bridge
across the Illinois to get at their chrome.

stated he would be a regular ad-
vertiser to help support the paper.
Mr. Barton stated one reason
he came down to the meeting was
to see how they managed to put
out such a paper.

Mr. Holman stated it was a
good medium for tying California
and Oregon producers closer togeth-
er. He recommended that minutes
of meetings be covered in the

Actually it would probably be near{Paper sometime publish a sympo-

Stockpiles so that those whoare not
lele to attend could see what had
been accomplished at the meetingJ
He suggested that in order for the
paper to be a success, the memberg
must contribute their articles and
photographs.
Mr, Bristol stated that until
1:’ new secretary could be hired he
ould put out one more issue. He
also stated that anyone desiring
subscriptions, should get them in
early, and asked that all contri-
bute pictures, write-ups, etc.
Gene Brown moved that the
paper be continued.
Motion seconded by MrBarton
Motion carried unanimously.
Mr.Ridgley suggested that the

sium on mill operations, with pic-
tures showing how the ore is milled
Mill operators should submit arti-

Are You Having Ore

Rejected ?

IF SO, YOU WILL FIND THAT '
IT IS CHEAPER TO ASSAY EVERY |
LOAD BEFORE HAULING THAN
TO PAY HAULING AND SORTING
COSTS. REMEMBER, HOWEVER,
AN ASSAY CAN BE NO MORE
ACCURATE THAN THE SAMPLE.

WE WILL BE PLEASED TO
QUOTE SPECIAL RATES F OR
QUANTITY DETERMINATIONS,
AND TO OFFER FAST, ACCURATE
SERVICE TO SHIPPERS, PROMPT
ATTENTION TO MAIL SAMPLES.

GRANTS PASS CHROME

cles and pictures to carry out this

idea.
Mr. Freeman reported on the

activities of the chrome commit-
tee appointed at the April10th meet-

publish the STOCKPILE complete
with pictures, and a discussion of
the problems arising with the dis-
missal of Bill Robb, the paid Sec-

retary. He reported that a total
of $202. 79 had been received in
the way of contributions from Ap-
ril 12th to May 17th, The expens-
es were considerably more than °
this.

It was moved by Mr. Leonard
that the chrome C ommittee be em-
. powered to handle financial and
other problems, and that no fur-

‘ ther discussion of same be made
from the floor.

Motion seconded by Mr. Hol-
man,

Motion unanimously carried.

Mr, Bristol then appointed the
following committee;

C Joe Holman, Dewey Van
Curler, Bill Freeman, Walter
Hoppe, Bill Robertson, Dean Ax-
tell, Durand Hall and Jack Brown:
ell,

Mr. T.T.Leonard brought up
the subject that minutes were not
kept at the last meeting on April
10th. He moved ‘‘That as long as

minutes had not been kept that any

ing by Fay. I. Bristol, of their num
erous meetings. Their decision to

minutes that might be presented
in the future be rescinded. *’

Motion was seconded and un-
animously carried.

Analytical Ph
o COMPANY 0o
Grants Pass & Cave Junction
4 Complete Departments
FURNITURE
® FLOOR COVERINGS
® APPLIANCES
® FABRICS
Call
Grants Pass

Piay

- ‘-’I
—

Used Furniture
Convenient Friendly Terms

4437

Visit Our Trade-In Department

Your Satisfaction Is Our . . .
. . . Constant Ambition!

232 N.W. 6th St.




WITH THE EXCEPTION OF BOWER'S MILL - The ‘‘Buck a Min-
ute'” mill - pictured lower right, all other pictures above are of the
‘*Sad Sack’ operation. Top right shows bulldozer work used to

trace out the trend of the chrome in the ‘‘Sad Sack’ mine. Top
left is the camp and bottom left is the main tunnel entrance of the

mine.

CAVE Sho

Restaurant & Fountain

Known
For Fine Foods
& Fine Service

347

WE CATER TO BANQUETS & PARTIES
(Seating Capacity, 170 Persons)
D. C. BATTEY " ACRC?S%SFEI%¥EL
: EDW
Prapristor Open 6 AM. To 12 M.
321 N, E. 6th Street >

S

Grants
Pass
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CHROME RIDGE
JOSEPHINE COUNTY, OREGON

Chrome ridge was first worke
during World War I. At that time
hand labor was used entirely, and
most of the chrome that was shipp
ed was gathered up as float and

delivered on packhorses to apoint
onBriggs Creek. The ore was then
taken across the deep canyon on
a high line, thence carried tothe
railroad by Model T trucks.
Deposits were known to be
widely scattered and most of them)|

Grants Pas
Air Service

Charter Service

Ambulance Service

MINE SURVEYS

Fast Dependable
SERVICE

Ph.2235 or 5129 or

3608
GRANTS PASS,ORE.

held by claims of Harry Sordy of
Galice, Oregon. During World War
II a road was built into the area
{ from Galice. Some development
work was done, and some ore
shipped.

Most of the ore needs con-
centration to meet the 42 % mini-
mum now acceptable by the Gov-
ernment.

Since the establishment of
the Government buyi ng program
at Grants Pass, four millshave
been built to operate the ores
from this region.

The Bowers mill was the first
to be in operation. Bowers has

more or less acquired the nickname
of ‘‘Buck-a-minute’* because wher

everything is going well in his mill
he produces about $1. 00 worth of
chrome concentrates per minute.
He shipped during both 1951 and
1952.

The Strategic Minerals Inc.,
mill is a nice mill built during
late 1951 and early 1952. It is an-
ticipated that this mill will be
running during the summer of 1953
as soon as the snows leave.

Numerous other depositshave
been found in the area, one of
them is shippin g under the name
of John R,Brownell, Associated
with him is Jack Brownell and
William S, Robertson. This is a
high grade property completely
equipped with camp facilities
and they are driving a tunnel und-
er the indicated ore body. We will
call this property the ‘*Sad Sack®’
mine, as that is the sign thatis
posted on the property.

The larger shipper off of

Chrome Ridge has been the Van
Curler brothers, the Ashland Min-

ing Company.

JUNE, 1953

Fair weather on the way ...
Just gotta be.. ...

V)

(INTERNATIONAL)

TRUCKS

Exclusive Dealer Josephine County

PARTS, SALES &
. SERVICE

Grants Pass

3316

EMERGENCY
NIGHT
REPAIRS

A Truck For Every Job

® ECONOMICAL ® DURABLE
® DEPENDABLE

Standard
Chevron Products

Towing Day or Night

705 S. E. 6th St.
|
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INTRODUCED PRESIDENT e=ipsonn
OF SENATE ._.FROM COnFERENCE W .
REFERRED TO ! 4= TO CONFERENCE A |
COMMITTEE I i i
SENATE and HOUSE ;
POSSIBLE HEARINGS - CONFERENCE SRR +
: | coMmITeRr| FLOGR |TASSEe
M : FROM
ENDMENTSI—COMM"’TEE—IK"J.ED E‘CONFERENCE AcTION AAMENDMENTS
APPROVED | ACTION |1picgoNnoLeD | ICLER>
REPORT WRITTEN}” i
; RULES COMMITTEE
| MR IS REPORT WRITTEN
; —— PIGEONHOLED
HKILLED i APPROVED I_COMMITTEE—[APPRBVED
AMENDMENTS|-  FLOOR : OR KiLLep ACTION -AMENDMENTS
ACTION [[BACK TO ; VETOED
PASSED |- COMMITTEE |

T0 CONFERENCE wmp K

T0 WHITE HOUSE ==p

TO HOUSE

| HPOSSIBLE HEARINGS.

REFERRED TO
COMMITTEE

INTRODUCED
DRAFTED

HOUSE SPEAKERN

HOW WE GET OUR LAWS is being published in THE STOCK PILE so that the strategic mineral producers can see what confronts their chrome committee when they
arrive in Washington, D.C. Before we can have an extension of the chrome program this procedure must be followed. After the 83rd Congress has approved the extension
of the strategic minerals program, it will still be necessary to have the program implemented by whoever is then in charge of the Strategic M etals Program. I assure you

that this will be fully as complicated as the chart shown above.. So it behooves the individual miner to write his Congressman on his views and ideas on how chrome and

HOW WE GET OUR LAWS

other strateglc mmeral mmes should be protected

PICTURED ABOVE IS THE SOUTHSIDE OF STRATEGIC MINERALS,INC., MILL WHICH IS OPER-
ATING ON ORE FROM THE SORDY CLAIMS.

===
=

=

MINERAL PURCHASE EXTENSION

The Mines and Mining Sub -
Committee has approved a bill bv
Rep. Aspinall (Dem.,Colo.) to
extend for two years the termina -
tiondates of all purchase programs
designed to stimulate the domest-
ic production of tungsten, manga-
nese, chromite, mica, asbestos,
beryl, and columbium-tantalum-
bearing ores and concentrates, The
measure, H,B.2823, is scheduled
to be considered by the full com-
mittee on June 2nd.

The American Mining Con
gress is supporting this bill and has

made its views known to the com-
mittee.

The Subcommittee acted aft-
er Senator Dworshak (Rep.,Idaho)
and several western mining engin
eers said some of the millions the
government is spending abroad
should be used to stimulate min-
ing in this country, Dworshak told
the Subcommittee that the Gov-
ernment has spent $245 million to
encourage mineral production in
other countries and permitted a
depression to occur in the domest-
ic mining industry.

“‘Lots of that money should
have been spent to help the dom-

ladded that it would be folly for

estic mining industry, which has
been hurt hard by low prices which
have forced the closing of many

mines’’, the Senator declared. He

the United States to depend on for-
eign tungsten supplies in wartime,
when shipping lanes would be cut.

New proud owner of a
“‘ten-wheeler’’International dump
truck, Marvin Cross, ready to haul,
weather permitting.

A New name in the field is
‘‘Consolidated Mining Company"*’

formerly Cox Mining Company.

Economy Super Market
SELF SERVICE MEAT

Refrigerated
Fruit & Vegetable depts

Beverages-Ice Cream

Complete
Food Shopping Center

Open 8 A. M. to 9 P. M. 7days a wee!

Lots of Parking Room

755 N.E.6th Grants Pass'Ore.
Phone 3294
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3IX MILE CHROME MILL ON MAY 2, 1953

BRI

RICE MILL NEAR TIKILOMA, OREGON.

GOVERNMENT MINERAL POLICY (Continued from Page 9)
cold or hot war, or reasonably prosperous in times of peace. we
need, above all things, a broad, sensible National minerals policy

which should include:

(1) A tariff policy which will maintain a price within the
¢ || United States for metals sufficient to keep the various segments of
the industry in a healthy state so that it will be possible for themto
explore for and develop additional reserves,

) A tax policy with depletion allowances large enough so
that there will be sufficient profit remaining from operations to cov-
er the inherent risk and pay for that exploration and development.

3) A public land policy which will permit and encourage
adequate legitimate exploration for new mineral supplies.

And, most important in these days of the potential atomic sub-
marine, we must be certain that sufficient metal reserves for even
a long term hot war are discovered and developed in the Western
Hemisphere.

Above all things we must cease being dependent for the basic
materials of warfare on areas from which, if metals are available,
Jwe do not need them and from which, if we really need metals, we

will not be able to get them.
SSE >

LUCKY STAR MINE OWNED BY E.K. MC TIMONDS

"Cave off at ‘*Snail Back” on
Illinois River Road. . ...

Dick Ellison is ready to
continue the road into ‘‘Gold Bas-
in' for chrome and gold.

eron,

OFFICIALS NAMED FOR
NICKEL PLANT

The general manager of the
Riddle, Oregon, nickel operation
for the M. A, Hanfa Mining and
Smelting Company will be Earl
S.Mollard, who has been in charge
of the Hanna Company operations
in Minnesota since 1948. Plant
manager will be E. Emmons Cole -

man. Mr. Coleman previously
was general manager of Bradley
Mining Company’s furnace plant
at Stibnite, Idaho.

Freeman and Twombly half
way up and half way down. . when
your only half way your neither up

nor dowmn,

Chrome Miners & Mill Operators

CONTACT US FOR YOUR

CHROME HAULING or HANDLING PROBLEMS

Long Years of Experience in this field by us, will
be of true value to you and Save you Much Time

and Money.

ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE FOR
LESS THAN CAR LOTS

We are Fully Equipped, Licensed and Insured to
Give You the Best of Service at a Great Saving

to You. References gladly given.

Phone, Wire or Write:

DEAN 5. AXTELL

2000 S.W. G St., Ph. 5432
GRANTS PASS,

OREGON



