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Wahoo Claima 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

March 1, 1943 

Al and Maud Schroeder, Dewey J.ve., Baker, Uregon. 
· of 

Sec.l; T. 10 S; R 40 E, or about l mile northeast~ ~uartz, 
Baker County, Oregon. 

The 
1
'c1ay~1was first owned and worked by Messrs. Gossett and 

Wm. Caldwell, the latter a relative or the present owners. It is 
reported that these men had tests made in which the clay was 
nx>lded into various pieces of pot tery, and successf ully fired, but 
there is no data on these tests. li:>wever, 9 tons was sold to 
the Sun Portland Cement Company, Portland Oregon, and a letter :f'rom 
them to Mr. Caldwell, July 16, 1923, gins the folloWing information: 
"We are enclosing an analysis wluch was run by our chemist on your 
fire clay. 1-Ar. Knappenburger wishes to advise you that this clay 
analysis shows a ve r y high grade f ire clay.• The analysis is; 

SiOO ---- - ---- ----69.48 
Al2~3 ------------16.14 
Fe203 -----~------ .90 
CaO -------------- l.70 
MgO -------------- 3.56 
wss on ignition -- 6.86 

In a letter to a Mr. Ross, ceramist, Washington, Penn'a., 
u-. Caldwell mentions having sold 100 tons for use in ma.king fire 

brick, but further details on this transaction are lacking. It is 
lmown, however, that some was sold to tbe McK:im and Company Machine 
and Foundry Works in Baker, and to t he Oregon Lumber Company- at 
Bates. In this latter connection, George Bammon, Plant .l!:ngineer 
fo :r the uregon ~ber Company, states that in lining a f".urnaee they 
used a liquid paste or this clay for mortar, dipping their stock 
face brieks into it. Int is capacity it held up well and compared 
satisfactorily with fire clay previously obtained :f'rom I daho. 
However, their operating temperatures were low, seldom exceeding 
an orange heat. 

The r e is a small cut which has pi·etty well sloughed in and a short 
tunnel. 

Si lv\f¾ 'V 
Transportation The s}e.PQ.S1~ is W1 thin a mile .2.UJ1~µi-?~.~ ic 2ts th~t Q,uartz 

and highway 3 across f" eds sloping gently f rom t he deposit. 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Mountain Veiw Clay Property --- page 2. 

Geology The locale is a valley composed of lake bed sediments., ,... A 
highway Department gravel pit a short distance from and below the 
fire clay shows alternate bands of smell, well sorted pebbles and 
clay silt. Apparently this clay increases i n quantity in proportion 
to tbe gravel h igher in the section as considerable amount of 
yellowish clay is encountered between this horizon and that of t he fire clay. 

(( l) ti' ,e.. 
The fire clay appears •••ft 1~:U a fine grained white tu:rr. It conta ins 
emall angular rock f ragunts and :pieces of wood and pebbles scattered 
through 1 t. locally it slacks dom and was moderately plastic under 
foot where wet, but much of i t was fai r ly hard. 

The cut shows an estimated thickness of 30 to to feet of the material. 
Insufficient develoixnent work has been done to allow of a .wore precise 
description of the section. c·olumbia River basalt eventually caps 
the bill bordering the valley. 

I:nt'ormant Mrs. Schroeder 
George Hammon 

Report by N.s.w. 

1,ftl/i~ 
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~. MAUDE SCHROEDEB.r;i..'°-'""-.. 
BAKER DIS~TRr.RIIC~TTi:===:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=:::::::::::==:;;;;:;;:;..;;;*~~ ----

'f!&:Fb,§ , g;»cv., M 6 -placer claims six miles s-outhetrst- :from 
ker,_ ±:be ned"lo::ll!'tl 1Joun. Loc_at_ed 30 years am . and recoJPiel!l f:n~ --
k -. Coun tr:w rock ~volcanic. Deposit off claly ex-

tenas- ar--er an area of one -mile 1n -wid~h ana 2 miles in length. 
--Tes_ts on_this_ ~ y show_ t..Q.at_ i t i_s valuable for__r11rnace l _inings __ _ 
and is xcellen for potter's use. There s a tunnel about 150 feet 

- 1ong. wne-a by Mrs-. Maude Schroeder, Baker , 0 (P-re-scott---6/1/57-)-. 
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