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Operator: 
r ~ 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

13.ii..K.EB. eorn"11'Y 

Verte:; Mining Company, Inc., 9206 N. Comtnw:ldo 4ve., Port lend 3, Oregon, 

Field Address: Baker, % Sumpter St~ge, 

includes the following officials: 

:Pres.ident: i\ll'r . T. M. Beall, 9127 West Anna •ve •, Por tland, Oregon 

Vice Presi dent: Mr . V. E. Moffett, Baker, % Sumpter St!!lge, Oregon 

Secreta,ry: 

Genera.l :Mgr; 

QWIJ.e rs: 

lVlr . 1 . • J. Shannon, 9206 N. Commando Ave., Portland, Oregon 

Mr . WIB.rtin Zoucha, Baker, % Sumpter Stage, Oregon 

Vertex Mining Company an d Mr. & M:r-s. Carpenter--addresses: Ba,k er, % 

Sumpter Stage, 0re~on • 

.A,rea & Location: 
Y''' • 

Claims held by this company embra ce 100 a.e r as as fo llows: 

Leased: 
ill. var Side Placers, 40 acres--owned by Nil'. & .w.irs. Carpenter. 

Pur chased: 
Ifountain Home Placer, 20 aeres .. -previ ous owner: Mr •. & Mr$. Ralph 

l?entro. 

Cla:j.mad f or Company by off icia ls: 
Vertex Placer, 20 a cres--by Martin Zoucha. 
Last Chance Placer, 20 acres--by Walter Zoncha. 

Location---T. 10 S, R. 38 E, Sections 24 and 25 
T~ lO S , R. 39 E, &3ctions 19 ~d 30 

Thia covers an eas t w~st stretch of Powder Bi ver in both t he Bake r and 

Sumpter Distiricts about 18 miles f rom B~k1;1r on the Bake:r to Sumpter highway. 
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History: 

Duri ng 1938 , a,coordi ng to Ibga.mi Bulleti n 14- A, ng land and BJ. lli a r d made 

a d.!!agline setup on the river i n the lower en or Sumpter Valley , ,h i ch op ens 

up a s hor t di s tance upst r eam f rom the cla.ims under discussi on here . The p lant 

,vas mov ed t o a nother property i n Gr ant Co unty af ter but a fe\ wee ks of operation 

s o tha t the amount of g round wo rke d ,;a s small accordi ngly . other op er ation 

was attempted by l:Jess e rs . Hatley and :J'enner during 1939 at a site a ew hundred 

ya r s ov:nstream Irom th e present clai ms , b ut tbis operation was likewi s e short 

l i ved a nd not extensive . No data i s a va ilable concerni ng the values r evealed 

by either operati on. 

Development : 

•rhe Ve r tex Mi ning Company i s in t he p ro c es s of a s semblin6 their plan t. 'I'he 

onl y 'ork done on the propert y itsel f' s:o far cons i sts of t h e di .:veTti ng ·of the 

r i ve r in a cha nnel of about 400 i n leng t h . 

Geol og y : 

These claims oc·Qu r on the Powder River bet-ween the lo wer en d of Bumpter 

Vall e y and wha t i s known as the ttnarrows•"'• 'I'he g r avels t o be had consi st of 

normal r i ver f i ll material. No pros pe ct drilling o r pi t t i ng has be en done, 

but de pth to bedro ck is b elieved to be be t wee_ 10 to 12 ..:'ee t. As i n di cated 

by the ge ol og ic maps o.f Baker and Sumpter quadrangl es , t he bedrock •,ill 

probabl y be found t o be a meta cabbr o, alt hough a,rgilli te may be enc ountered 

in places a lso. 

That t he river grav el he re i s gold bear ing is a s su red in vie , of th e known 

producti on of thes e gr avel s on up the rive r in tr~ Sumpt e r Valley , and in the 

gravels of some of the t r ibutary streams the re , but the va lue per yard of the 

gr a ve l on these claims remai ns to be determi ned , a s does als o :physical character

istics of t he go l d a nd t he na ture of associ a ted s ands . 



q_ui :pment : 

and t l::e o t her , a c l a s s i f i er o es s enti al l y a s heet i ron s lui ce 
I 

With na r r ow transve r s e sl it s cut the f ull l eng t h of t he bottom a t a bout 4 i nch 

intervals . The se sli ts a r e f itte d with a s~w-li ke s tri p of iron, mecha nica lly 

opera t e d , to prevent c l oggi llt; .. Tbe sluice b ot tom l e ve l covers a c one shap ed 

tank . Provi s i ons have been made to mai nt ai n a mode r a t e an d. con st ant sucti on 

i n th es e cone s so tha t the f i ne s an s pa ss i nr5 over th, s: luice a r e drawn through 

t he .t r ansverse s l i t s i n to t h e cone . 

I n oper ati on , trommel f ines are pas s ed over t his . classi.der . •rbe fine 

g ol d an d san ds r e moved by til e c l as s i f i e r a re pumpe d t o a an. Ame rican j i ~ whic h 

di s charge s tot he a mal gama t or . The mater.i. al vh i c h pas s es over the classi f ier 

di scha r ge s thm ugh convent i onal r i f fl e s f or t h e recovery of coarse r go l do 

Tbe installa ti on curr e nt ly be ing made consi st s of t ·,o c l a s s i f :iie r s hooked 

u p in t arn dem. 'The whoJe recove ry uni t i s mo un t e d on sld. ds an d i s equi ppe d 

wi t h a conveyo r f or t a.ilings disposa l o 'r be txo mmel i s 20,. by 6 ' 1:n t h 3/ 4'ft 

perf ora tions . Di gg i ng i s iD be done by a 5/ 8 yard dragli ne . 

Tre r e covery unit as s uch was d eve loped and pa tenZe d by Messrs . J ~ c. 

an d ' J. J . Shannon . The ini tia l u nit construct ed was repo r tedl y g i ve n substant i al 

. i e l d tests i n Colorado du r ing the yea r s 1 939 , 1 940 an d 1941. The p l ant being 

se t up re r e i s t he s.e con d buil to Acce s sor y equ i pment i ncludes a do ze r and truc:ts , 

etc . 

Benor t by : 

M. s. 1.'Ja gner 

Dat e of Eleam: 

Ju l y 2 , 1947 

Date .::repor t : 

J u l y 3 , 1947 

Refer en ces : 

Bak er a n d Sump t er Geo l ogi c map s , Dogami 
Bulle ti. n 14- A., and unpubli sh ed Dogami 
re por t e ntitled Baker Developmen t Co ., 
by N. S . va gu er, Marc 6 , 1 945 . 

Inf or nant : 

'/ , 
lf 

J . c. Shannon 

.11. 
rt 



~!;>~·:Riv-er .r J.ace r s 
·:f1ncl.1idil')8 ·t,he Ca~ntar & 

Vertex !Jinin ~ CQ.., cla i ) 
NAME OLD NAMES 

10 S 
10 S 

38 E 
39 

24 &. 25 
L & 30 

T R s 

.. ........................ COUNTY 

rer & .Sw pt r ...................... ........ AREA. 

................................ ELEVATION 

................................ R04J) OR HICJfNAY 

DISTANCE TO 
SHIPPING POIN!' 

18 miles to &ker .................... 

PRESENT LEGAL OWNER ( S) 
Vertex ru.n _; co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •, 

OPERATOR 
Vertex _\'llni~ Co . 

Nrune of claims Area Pat. Unpat. 

River 40 acres 

Mountain Home Placer 20 '1 

Vertex Plaoo.r 20 It 

last Chance Pl a.cer 20 tt 

EQ,UmmNT ON PROPERTY 

mmcff AL ORE MINOR MINERALS 

PUBLISHED REFERENCES 

MISCELLANEOUS R:OOORDS 

Address. 't' Sumpt er St.age. Baker., Oregon ........... ....................... ................ 
l't tt ff It ....................... .... 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• t! • 

• ••••••••••••• , ••• '! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

0206 J Colll118lldo Ave ortland a Om 
••••••••• • •••• i •••• ' •• ~•-• ••• • •••• · • • ......... 'J'!.OA •••• 

Name of claims Area Pat. Unpat. 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 
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