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Mountain Chief and Red Boy Cl2ims Cornucdlpia District 
B~ker County 

Owners: About 30 owners. Unjer bond and lease to Almon 
Motley and Mrs. Bessie H&nson, HKlfwg~, Oregon. 

Location: On west wall of Pine Creek, l½ mil3s north of 
town of Cornucopia. Extension cf main Cornu

cooib veins. Elevltion about 6000', 1260 feet above 
~)ottom of creeR:. 

AreB: 2 p~3·.:;ented lode claims. 

History: First discovered in 1835, together with t:1e 
"Que fJD of the We st " ( just above to the we st ) • 

Two cars shipped by Motley, one in 1936 and one in 1938. 

Eauipment: ':..racR:, nioe,cars, frc'.11 the ~.1.:.een of the Wes_t. 

Developement:? crosscuts 50, 60 fEet in length. 
3 drifts 30, 100, and 125 feet in length. 
2 60 foot shafts on uppE.r ledf;e. 

Altogetl.1er ab01Jt 50 tor•~ of ere hi.ts been shipped from the 
orop~rty, running about $25.00 (at $35 per ou~ce). 

Geology: The country rock is CO".,oosed of more or less 
schistosa roof ~~ndant s 8.nd xenoliths of meta

se~iments in granodiorite. Contacts between the two 
a?e irregulPr, showing all degrees of assimilation by 
the granitic rocks. Apli te dikes are m;r:ierous, and all 
are cut by basaltic dikes of later age, which offset 
the veins by dj}atation. At the main group of workings 
the gra.nitic rock is intruded into metasediments 
s~riking north-south, dipping 50° east, in a series of 
sill-like sheets a few inches to 3 or 4 feet in thickness. 
Th::..s false interbedding of :!..gneous and me ·~&morphic rocks 
is common on these cleims. 

'.I'unnel #1 A 35 1 crosscut, with H drift to the right, 
on vein striking N35°E, diuping 45° NW •. The 

tunnel is on the ccnti=ict of the met,:1.morphics t south) and 
the grani tie rocks \ northJ. -rhe vein is 2 to 3 feet wide, 
with well cJ3fin,d w2lls; the foot; shov,inf" ver'ticr 1 movement, 
the hane;ing 1-4 inches of toi.:g3. he vei·,1 is composed of 
whi ve ouA rtz, cart>:ring pyri. ,.e, CbL lconv.1. .L ,.,e, and rrw.ngane se 
oxides in spor;s, patcbes, and vemmxlets. 

~unn~l ;~ This is a 30 foot tunnel, du8 south, on 
another vein ,The Big Vein) paralleling 

the first about 40 feet to the east. -rhe vein ia about 
3 feet wide \although it pinches and swells rapidly}, 
striking N l5°E, diDoing 55" NW. 7.he white quartz 
containsirregulrr patches c:' 3r,lena, euch patch containing 
a more or less perfect pyrite cube for its core. Iron Hnd 
manganese oxides present. ao~h walls of the tunnel are 
in rnetamor ,)hies, but the entire a re;:-; is only r, bout 50 feet 
soubre on the surf&< =i. 

Tunnel #3 Just below the mouth of t·Jnnel #2, a cross
cut 25 feet due west through metemorphics 

to the vein at this point 5 feet thick. 



r 
I 

-------

-2- Mountain Chief 
Red Boy Clair.1s 
Cornucmpia istrict 

Tunnel #I Unuer t 0 innel on "Little Vein", driven along 
strike S 45° W for 25 feet, S 25° W for 

30 feet. Vein ever&ges about 2 feet thick, is 10 inches 
wide at fBce. Patchy sulfides rather abundanp-. Both walls 
argilli te, contidning some sulfides. V9in mc,arial muc.:1. 
sheared, showi;,g rene8ted mo,. ~ments. 

T·,mnel #5 Tunnel about 465 feet to the nortr.east, 
with a 40 crosscut west to t 1.e upper of 

the two veins, and a drift 115 feet S 25° W along the 
vein. 'J'he lower vein cuts across neb ! -:he mouth of the 
tunnel, and is offset, no~h~ side 98st, by a 20 feot 
basalt iike striking N 10° W, vertic~l. 

About 500 feet fur·ther to t.he northeast, another 100 
foot drift was originnlly plBnned to be the working tunnelip 
at a elevation Bt least 100 feet lower than the sout11ern 
workings. 

Thess cwo veins almost come together at one plBce about 
300 feet north of the southern wnrkings. All the wc:,:kings 
to the nr)rth ere in grrmodiorite, there t,)ing no :rcof 
nendant s in this 2re8.. 
· Shaft #7 lies abcut 600 feet up the hill to the N 65° W 

at An 6280' , and is ccnpletely covered with 
debris frorr, the Q1.een of the West workings. The Stella 
Vein, upon which it lies. strikes N 20° E, dius 42° W, 
and f Ju+.h of -f-;he shcdt is expose L1 for severr• 1 bundrerl feet 
in croopings from 1 to 3 feet widP. A wide vertical b~salt 
like pbr~llels the vein tc ~lg west, und nmst intersect it 
at a fa:rly shullow depth. 

She ft #8 2bout 300 feet south of other shc1.ft, runs 
down on a 2C 0 incline, in a S 75°W direction for a~ least 
50 feet. 

Between the Stella and the other two veir,:J, another 
outcropping, atriking N 2Q~ E, 40° w, muy be the extension 
of the Last Chance Vein. 

Miscellaneous: Climate sevjre in winter. Prouerty accassible 
from Apr 11 to ·November, snowfa 11 heuvy. t,la.n 

to tram ore 2500 feet down the hlll to the road. 1rrc1.ns
ncrtat ion 1-~ miles to Cornucopia Mill. Narrow trail up to 
oroperty, about 1 mile. 

Informant; Almon :v;ot ley 

Report by: J.E.A. 9/18/39 

~u.,r-~ 
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