
A 60-ton car of ore was shipped from 
the Oregon Argonaut gold mine the latter 
part of June, and a second car will go soon, 
according to Bascom Parker, Jr., operator, 
Baker, Oregon. Regular shipments are 
planned; The mine is. in the Bourne dis
trict of Haker County seven miles north of 
Sumpter, Oregon. 
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The I.1ining Journal August 15 1937 

Bascom Parker and Bascom Parker, Jr., 
Baker, Oregon, and associates of Niles, 
Michigan, have purchased the Argonaut 
group of 11 claims in the Bourne district 
of Baker County near Sumpter. They are 
actively engaged in the development of 
several veins that are producing fine gold 
values. 

-



The tfininr; Journal Sept. 30 1937 

Argonaut Mine 

An assay office is under construction at 
the Argonaut group of 11 claims in the 
Bourne district of Baker County, Oregon, 
11ear Sumpter. The property is being op
erated b¥ Bascom Parker and Bascom 
Parker, Jr., of Baker, Oregon, and asso
ciates of Niles, Michigan. A survey and 
map of the mine was recently completed 
by Philo Anderson of Baker. Mine de
velopment is reported to be progressing 
satisfactorily. 

Oregon Journal, Sept. 21st, 1957 

Argonaut Group 

Rich ·Ore Found 
At Argonaut Mine 

Baker, Sept. 21.-<}P)-What is be
lieved to be one of the richest gold 
ore strikes made in Oregon during 
1937 was reported Monday by op
er'.3-tors of the Argonaut mine, 40 : 
miles west of here. ; 

Tests of the ore show it to carry 1 

values ranging from $100 to $400 a 
ton. The ore will be shipped in a 
crude state to a smelter. Bascom 
Parker, Bascom Parker Jr. and F 
N. Bonine of Niles, Mich.,' are own~ 
ers of the mine, one of the new prop
erties in Eastern Oregon. 

-- ----~~~ 

Mining Jour.(Phoenix) v. 21, no. 6, p. 52, Aug. 15, 1957 

"Bascom Parker and Bascom Parker, Jr., Bak&r, Oreg., 
and associates of Niles, Mich., have purchased the 
Ar-;ronaut group of 11 claims in the Bourne district of' 
I ff Co. near Sumpter. They are actively enggged ir< 
the development of several veins that are producing fine 
gold values. 11 

Mining Jour.(Phoenix) v. 21, ff 9, p. 49, Sept. 50, 1957. 

11An assay office is under construction at the 
Argonaut group of 11 claims in the Bourne dist. of 
Baker Co., Oreg., near Sumpter. The property is being 
operated by Bascom Parker and Bacorn. Parker, Jr., of 
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I'.inin~ & Contract. Heview Nov. 16 1937 

The Argonaut mine, near Sumpter, is trucking its first ore 
shipment to Baker. 



\ 
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With the shipment of its first car of gold 
ore to the Tacoma Smelter the Argonaut 
mine, in the Bourne section, north of Sump
ter, has entered the ship,ping class and Bas
com Parker, Jr., mana,ger, expects to oper
ate all winter. Development during the 
winter is ex,pected to block out enough or'e 
to justify the building Qf a 40-ton mill. The 
property is controlle4, -by Bascom Parker, 
Sr. and F. N. Bonine, both of Niles, Mich
igan.~Eastern Oregon N~s. 
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Tho Hir:ing Journal Dece:,,b~r 15 1937 

Construction of a 40-ton mill next spring 
is under consideration by Bascom Parker 
and Bascom Parker, Jr., of Baker, Oregon, 

and associates of 
Niles, Michigan, who 
are operating the 
Argonaut group of 
11 claims in the 
Bourne district of 
Baker County. The 

first carload shipment of gold ore was 
recently sent from the property to the Ta
coma smelter. Operations are to be carried 
on throughout the winter. 

-
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r:inin,o & C:ontruct. Rcwiew Earch 15 1938 
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Bascom Parker, Sr., of the Argonaut Mine, Sumpter, has 
acquired the 100-ton flotation mill from the Balm Creek Gold 
Mining Co., through John Arthur, receiver. The mill will be 
rebuilt at the Argonaut mine as S'Oon as weather permi~ trans
porting it to its new site. Bascom Parker, Jr., is manager. 

j 

I 



:C:azt"11'.'NLN,r;i:xc,Y.x1<ew,-:;, ;3Jker 
">, '•11":~~ ~1 31, l 9 .33 

SAYS SN ;TEi~R 
ARflONAU ." 

Bascom f>arker Jr. j~_ in town 
this week from the Argonaut mine 
of the Bourne district and re
ports that the 10 feet of snow 
1 here ma~(?S ac_C~$ and· ~gress dif
f1cult. It reqmres about 11 hours 
to take a load of supplies the 11 , 
miles from Sumpter to the mine 
with a four-horse team,, he said. 1 
The manager expects to have 
about two carloads of high grade 
ore ready for . shipment by the 
time the road is open to trucks 
and before work is commenced on 
erection of a mill. 



The 100-ton flot::ition mill of the Balm 
Creek Gold Mining Company near Keating, 
O- egon. is renorted to have been purchased 
by Bascom Parker of Baker, Oreg:m, and 
associates of Niles Michigan. for the A-go
naut mine in the Bourne district of Baker 
County. The plant is to be rebuilt at the 
Argonant P'"O"erty as soon as weather per
mits. Purchase was made through John 
Arthur of Baker, receiver for the Balm 
Creek company. 



·:astern Oregon tJews January 20 1939 

NEW INTERESTS 
IN CONTROL OF 
THE ARGONAUT 

"\Vilmot A.ssociated "\Vith 
,, P:trkers in -:\line Devel

opment Near Bourne 

MILL TO BE BUILT 
BY LATE SUMMER 

N ~w Camp to Be Built, 
:WOO-Foot \Vorking Adit 
to Open Y eins aoo Feet 
Below Present lV ork. 

Control of the Argonaut mine 
in the Bourne district north of 
Sumptc•r passed this week from 
Bascom Parker, Sr., and Bascom 
Parker, Jr., to H. C. Wilmot and 
associates, according to an
nouncement made by Mr. Wil
mot. 

In anonunl'ing taking over the 
Argonaut mine, '.\Ir. Wilmot 
stated that he and associates 
have joined the Parkers in ac
quil'ing the interest of F. N. Bo
nine of Niles, Mich., in the prop
erty. They take over control and 
will continue development along 
the lines follo,,ved by the Park
ers. l\Ir. Wilmot will be in active 
charge of the operation. 

~egotiations for the deal have 
hern undPrway for more than t,vo 
months, during which Mr. Wil
mot check-sampled the ore show
ings. As a result of the examin
:1tions eontracts were entered 
into for carrying on operation of 
the mine. The general character 
of the formation is a black ar
gillite country rol'k with inslms
ions of granite. 

HlO-ToN MILL To BE BUILT 

Thl' devatiou of the present 
tunnel is 7,fiOO ft>et with the apex 
of the mountain rising to over 
~WOO feet. It is the plan, Mr. 
Wilmot states, to establish a new 
l':Unr> at about :wo feet lower 
elev:ation, and from this point 
drh:e the main working adit a 
dist~nce of 2000 feet to open the 
ore ~files at a greater depth. 
A silt: .,<Sr be selected for a 100-
toii mill near the portal of this 
adit. 

Camp Buildings at Argonaut .'.\fine 
(Coul'lesy Ol'egon Mining Review) 

The indicated ore bodies war
rant building the mill at this 
lime, Mr. Wilmot states, and this 
is included in the plans of work 
to be undertaken as soon as the 
weather permits at that elevation. 
The mill is expel'led to be com
pleted for operation by late sum
nf@r. Two of the most important 
jobs tu be undertaken first will 
1,e improvement of the road and 
installing electric power. The 
lransmission line of the Eastern 
Oregon Light a n d Power com
pany passes about 2000 feet from 
\ht> proposed new camp. 

Orn:s DEEP SEATED 

Thl' values in the ore are found 
principally in an arsenopyrite 
indicating deep-seatrd ore. That 
the veins ,vill go to depth is in~ 
dicated by the favorable gelog
ieal conditions. This calls to 
mind the statement of Waldemar 
Lindgr,•n, noted geologist, made 
in his report on the "Blue Moun
tain Gold Fields of Eastern Ore
gon," applied to the ·Mother Lode 
of the Bourne. district as being 
equally applicable. "I expect 
them (the veins and ore bodies) 
lo go to the greatest depth yet 
attained by man," are his words. 

The Argonaut mine is about 
thrl'c miles northerly from t h e 

Columbia mine and about a mile 
northwest of the North Pole 
mine, both of which properties 
are on the '.\fother Lode of the 
Bourne district. · 

Tests of the ore are being made I 
in California to determine the I 
best flow sheet for the mill to be: 
erected. 
Six KNOWN VEINS ON PROPERTY l 

There are six known veins out- I 
cropping on the surface of the I 
Argonaut holdings. On one of I 
these, known as the Tunnel vein, 1 

there is 900 feet of drift, with i 
a drift of 500 feet off from the 
Tunnel vein oh No. 1 vein. This 
work has opened two ore shoots 
with a total length of 700 feet.; 
The grade of the ore is approxi- ! 
mately $20 per ton. 

1 

West of the No. 1 ·vein, and 
practically paralleling it a re i 
three other teins, cropping high- I 
er up the mountai;1, which sam-: 
pl'd frurn surLn•p <.:uts sh o w · 
equally as :-ittrac!iv," ore as found• 
in !he croppings of No. 1 vein. 

The Argon,rnt m i -n r was :lt·

quired by Ht,' Parkcrs and F. :\, 
BoninP in August, 1!J3:'i, as " 
prospect, purd1ased from Aaron 
and S:rn1 Proffe1 and \V. W. 
Gibbs, all of Sumpter. ThP dt>
velopmrnt 10 t he prPsPn1 has 
been under din·etion ut' Bascolil 
Parker, Jr., with John Arthur uf 
Baker, as eonsulling engineer. 

It is a new properly with no 
production record, save three 
ears of ore shipped (·rude to the 
smelter at Tacoma. The ore 
which carried from nae ounl:e lo 
1.87 ounces gold per Ion was tak
en out in the course of develop
ment. 



I Af,'gOnaut· Mine 
Cl,inges Hands 

r1-·. 

NtfVf, Development Work Planned 
Aflastern Oregon Property 

BAKER, Jan. 28.-Control oi the Argonaut mine in the:. Bourns 
diaflli,ct north of Sumpter passed· recently from Bascom Parker 
~ Bascom Parker Jr. to H. C. 'Wilmot and associates, accord
ing'.-~ e-inouncem~nt made,-~;hY Wilmot. In announcing taking over 
~he rru~ :Wilmot said tha~:n~rid_ associ~tes had ~oined '.he P~rkers 
m acqti1rmg the interest of'•~.,.,N. Bonme of Niles, Mich., m the 
property. 

New Ore Bodin Sought 
At, Greater Deptbs 

They take, oyer. · ¢ontrol and will 
continue development· work along 
the lines followed'•ey t1--e Parkers. 
Wilmot will b~ in active charge of 

Lhe op~ration. ., 
N~gotiations-p for.. the deal had 

ben under way- for more than two 
months, during '\v hi ch Wilmot 
checked-sample&:· tli.e ore showing. 

As a result of,~ examination con- i 

tracts were en~ .into for carry
ing on operatiorii. 

The elevatioµ='of the present tun

nel is 7500 feet;;;·with th~ apex of 
the mountain rising to 8060 feet. It 
is the plan, Wilmot_ said, to estab
lish a new ca~p at about 300 feet 
lower elevatl,9J;1 and from this 
point drive JA!(j11ain working adit 
a distance of~OOO feet to open the 
ore bodies a,fa greater depth. A site 
will be selected for a 10-ton mill 
near the po,:tiil of.the adit. 

The indic11ted ore bodies warrant 
bujlding the mill at this time, Wil
mQ:t said, and this is included in the 
~~ of work to be undertaken as 

I .as :the weather permits at this 
, #on, The mill is expected to 
· ·mpleted for operation by late 
·si:ttnmer. 

The Argonaut mine is about 1three 
miles northerly from the Columbia 
mine,.and about one mile northwest 
of the North Pole ·mine. There are 
six known veins outcropping on the 
surface of the Argonaut holdings. 



l•:ast,3rn Ore~on !,;ews 
•~ay l? 1939 

Starting, Operation 
at ~rgonaut Mine 

The work of putting the Argo-' 
naut mine, 13 miles north of, 
Sumpter into operation is to get I 
under way at once. H. C. Wil-, 

, mot was in Baker yesterday ar-' 
i ranging to start the work. 
, The first work will be to int- 1 

prove and rebuild the road to! 
i the mine. A new caterpillar will: 
be nsed on the job. When the 1 

road is open for hauling mater-, 
ials for new buildings and es-j 
!ablishing the camp and other: 
improvements to be made. 

The 100-ton flotation mill at' 

I the Balm Creek,mine east of Bak-'. 
N was purchased by Mr. Wil- i 

I mot in December and has been 1 

, '. dismantled, ready for hauling to 1 

~ i the Argonaut for treating ores! 
. : from the mine. ! 

, The Oregon Argonaut Gold, i 

, Inc,. is the name under which: 
, th(' opPrati ng company has bepn ', 
formed. ~Ir. Wilmot and associ- i 

ates purchased a co11trolling in- 1 

terest in the Argonaut mine from' 
Bascom Parker, Sr., and Bascom i 

Parker, Jr., last December. ' 



\VORKING GETS 
UNDERWAY AT 
THE ARGONAUT 

Roacl Has Been 13nilt and 
' </ 

Good Progress · ls 
Being l\I ade \, 

NEW CAMP IS IN 
SHELTERED COVE 

"\V ork Is Pioneering in 
Preparations for Larger 
Operati01,,\~:Jf' r -:\Tine 
Starts J\11 

Good made 
with the work: a ,, rgonaut 
mine north of Sumpter. The 
road '1rns been rebuilt and made 
on•r into a good mountain high
wav. A ne,v camp has been es
tablished at a cove about a half 
niile below the old camp. Thr 
llPW camp is about 300 feet lower 
on the mountain than the former 
onp and is in a location more 
protected from winter' storms 
than before. 

It is from this point that H. C. 
\Vilmot, manager of the pi,operty 
is starting a new working adil 
through which ore will· be 
brought to the mill which will 
he huilt. This tunnel will b{• 
:tbout 1o00 feet in length, 

Tlw past few months havl· 
been lrnsv ones for Argonaut 
workers ,~·ilh all the pio1wering 
to be done in preparing for the 
larger operations ·with produc .. 
lion when the mill is erected. 

The control of thl' Argonaut 
mine was taken over las! winte1· 
bv H. C. \Vi!mot and nssociatcs. 
fiorn Bascom Parker, Sr., and 
Bascom Parker, .Tr., who had de
Yeloped the properly sufficient 
lo justify carrying it on to pro
duction. On taking charge of 
the mine :\Ir. \\'ilrnot was faced 
\\'ilh the ncccssi t v of building a 
new road, new {:amp huildings 

i for accommodation of the larger 
crews of men to be employed 
under the expanded operation. 

Cordon C. Smith, an engineer 
of Boise, Idaho, was engaged to 
survev the claims for patent and 
other ·work sueh as mapping the 
tmllerground workings and sur-

1 veying for tit(• electric power 
! line. 

The 100-ton flotation mill at 
the Balm Creek mine was pur
chased by '.\fr. Wilmot and dur
ing the winter and spring it ,vas 
torn down a n d prepared for 
trucking to the mine when the 
work is ready for it. 

The Argonaut mine _has been 
incorporated under the .,name of 
Oregon Argonaut mine, "Inc. The 
address of the company is Baker, 
Oregon. 

i❖1stern 0:::-ngon J!e,vs Ju:'..y 2 8 l't 39 

CROSSCUT AT 
THE ARGONAUT 

REACHES VEIN 
Tunnel Cuts Yein About 

25 Feet Below Old 
\Yorkillp;s 

WOHK TO CONTINUE 
DURING WlNTER 

X ew Carn p Built and Prep
a rations ::\I ade for Con
tinuing \Vork Dnri11u the 

''

r· ~ · mter. 

Early in tlw fall a tTOsscut 
w:ts startt•d at !ht- .\rgonaut mint' 
to cut lhP n·ins about 12:i feet 
bl'low !lip upper workings. Tlw 
t-rosst·ut is about (iOtJ ft' et in 
length and last Saturday l,roke 
into lh(• V(•i11 at appro~irnatelv 
thl' point thl' sun·(•\ showl'd ft 
to ht•. . 

.\II JJl'l'JJ:1ratio11 has bt't'll matlt> 
for t·a1-ryi11°· OI' \\'or k al tht' 
min(' du;·in; th~· winter. Th t· 

Argo11:1ut (iold Ine .. propt·rty is 
high 011 the rnountains no,·tl·t uf 
Sumpt(•r at :lll l'levation of about 
7000 fed. 

~-\ new road has been built a 
dist:rnce of about four milt·s to 
the mine; nt•,,· lrnildings built, :1 
co1111t•<·tio11 has !wen mad!' with 
the Easll'rn On·gon Light a 11 d 
J> () w (' r COl!lpan~- J)O\\'l'r lillt' 
which passes 11 ea r the mine, 
supplit•s for the wint(•r an• being 
laid in and limbers and wood 
pill'd up to carry O\'t'r th(• win
tt•1· months. 

II. <:. \\'ilmot. manager of th,· 
prnpl•rty, is pushing th,• devl'lop
llll'lll with th,• JHirpost' of !wing 
tirl'pared by n (' x I spring for 
building a 1 (Ill-ton flotation lllill. 

TlH' :\rgonaut is a vfrgiu 
mirH• the development of which 
will IH·ing a llt'W mine into pro

, duction, \Ir. \\'ilmot and assoc
' iatcs acquired control of t h ,. 
property a y,•ar ago frorn 8as-
colll Parker, Sr., a n d Bascom 

i l'arkl'r, .Tr., and since has been 
1 ea_rryi!1g out his plan for oper
, atrng 1t. 
I 
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I .RG(lN;AUT-MINE 

. GOlDMIEAT 
ARGONAUT MINE 

' ~; 

Discpvery ,,, One of 
Most Important 

In Years 

SOME OF ORE 

;' -11-u--------- -••-n--~ 

A s s A y s' $300 Elevation of.the Argonaut mine camp ls JQOUt 7000. feet with elevations on the property reaching _to more 
- ____ ., than 8000 feet. Winter at this altitllde means, snow and portion of the camp, under 6 to 10 feet of snow is shoWil 

5 1.mportant Veins I in.
the pictur~, -~-=---,---- --- ---- - -~- -

Are UncQvered 1 

In Mine 
• 

By H. E. HENDRYX 
Editor Oregon Mining Review 

A gold strike which is developing 
into one of the most important dis
coveries made in eastern Oregon in 
recent years was made at the Ore
gon Argona~t Gold, Inc., property 
north of Sumpter the latter part of' 
Februray. Since the nre was first 
encountered the drift has been ex
tended on the ore shoot about 100 
feet with high grade gold ore still 
shpu,ing in the face and the full 
le 1 of the shoot yet to be de
tei. ... ned. 

From the first the ore shoot has 
shown a rich streak of ore on the 
hanging wall side from a foot in 
width to as much as five feet wide. 
Along side•.the rich streak there is 
milling· ore consistently carrying 
values of more than $20 in gold. At 
one PQint there is a width of eight\ 
feet sampling $26 per ton, with two 
feet of $200 ore, a three feet of' 
$85 ore in the r· . aks Ol'\ th~~ 
hanging wall test sam- · 
pies at• this writing t from the 
face of the drift gll.v , , return in 
the rich streak, which ~s 18 inches 
wide, of more than .$300 per ton. 

The strike is on what is known 
as the East and West vein on which j 
a drift was driven on the level above . 
to cut No. 1 vein. Drifting is now r 

underway on the new level toward l 
the No. 1 vein, which on the level 
above made a better showing than 
was encountered on the East and 
West vein. 

In addition to these two veins 
there are three other prominent 
ve.ins showing commercial values I 
and no doubt these when encounter
ed on the deeper levels will make 
similar showings of high . grade 

1 
ore . 

The No. 5. or b\g· vein. is con- ', 
sidered by many who have visited \ 
the property to be the most import- I 
ant for tonnage, as on the surface 
the vein shows great length and 
width. with about the same show~• 
ing- of surface ore. · · ' 

'The present tunnel, on an: in· 
mediate levd encountered the 
ancl West vein 175 feeti below the up .. : 
per workings on the <;j.ip of the vein, 
or approximately 280 feet below; 
the surface on the;;dip. When ex-·, 
tended to encountei:. the other vein& 
much greater depth' will be attain
ed. As. for instance. on the No. 5; 
or big vein, the level will have a 
depth of about 1000 feet. 

In addition to this development 
now underway' at the Argonaut, a 
lower, tunnel was started last fall 
which wm be driven about 3000 feet 
to reach the veins and will again 
add a vast tonnage to the prop
erty. 

Control of the Argonaut rnine was 
taken over by H. C. Wllmot and .as
sociates in December. 1938, from Bas
com Parker, Sr .. and Bascom Parker, 
Jr .. and since that time they have 
carried on development operations. 
A company was formed under the 
Litle of Oregon Argonau~ Gold, Inc., 
Baker, Oregon. under which name 
t.he operation is conducted. 

The values arc found principally 
in an arcenopyriLc indicating a deep
seated ore. The pr'ediction that the 
gains will go to · great. depth, as 
made by geologist/; on the basis of 
the favorable geological conditions. 
it seems now is being proven by 
developments a,t the" mine. This 
brings to mind the statement made 
by U~a,t;e \1/aldemar Lindgren, not-

1 

'

-------------· .. 
ed geologist, in his rPport on the 

. "Blue Mountain Gold Fields of East
ern Oregon," as applied to the 
mother:, lotl.e of llw ,Bourne district 
as being eq;ia!Jy ;i~licatle to the 
Argonaut mine. "I ejpect t:1em <the 
veins and ore b(ldies) to go to the 
greatest depth yet attained ty man." 

' are his words. 
In tile past ydw the· com1mny h:i.s 

i;pent several thou.,,mcJ dollars im-' 
!proving the roac! tn tlw minr. which 

I 
.ls tibout ,H miles lrQI\I. Sm11pt.~0r ... An, 
electric powel' line lrn,, •l)Ccn co,n-: 

I 
nected with the Jines pr ilw F.a.,t> 
ern Oregort Light ,rnd Po;,ver com
Jjany, mining· equipment . installed 
14ld new camp buildings· r:rcet.rd. 

With the success ti,' th0 n<'\\" de
velopment· the builclil::, r:l G mill 
will probably be (n1 tlie ''";•2rnm f'or 
tbe coming season and rnr•,!Jcr pr·o
dtlcer will be adrl('(I to tlll' expand
i~ mining indusldes oi Uw staiP. 
'.The Argonaut i\ a 11c\\' proper1.:.-. 

not, the re-opening nl on,, of tlle 
ol~L mines. · For thics rcn,on nian.,· 
ml;pi!lg ~n look upon tlw rlevelop
ment· with mar(' than usu.1 I int crest. 
as they see in• t.Iw rrn1l;ing of a 
new ·mine a gre,;lcr i11d11(•rmr·nt for 
others to undei take tlie clr,r0Iopmc111 
of• oth;er promi:;in;,: prosp,•l'ts. 

With the same renscming t11e fur
tunate owners of the minr will be 
able to get the cream oi I lie early 
operations as well as have a proper
ty that gives ever;· promi~e of carry
ing on production for mnny yrars to 

.come. 
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