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Indiana Mine, near Medical Springs area

"And I understand it is the deepest hole out there, dug in
about 1907, and the super highgraded it clean till the stock-
holders from Pittsburg came out, whereupon he pulled the pumps
and handed them a hole full of water after which he went over to
Union County and opened up his own Indianna over there. I know
something about that latter too. Several hundreds of feet of under-
ground workings all electrified with 1909 stuff.”

Date: December 19, 1944

Regort by: N. S. Wagner (personal communication to R. S. Mason)



INDIANA MINE Baker County Mormon Basin District

Confidential letter to State Corporation Commissioner l=5-59 by N.S.

Vlagner, filed in State Corporation Commission filee.

Letter gives past history, smelter returns on one shipment and other remarks
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702 Woodlark Building
/» Portland, Oregon
Report by H.S.i.
June 14, 1944

Name: Indianas Line (Silver Lead) [y Y
Qwner - Operator: Union Silver idining Company, i
G. R®. Boldermasn, Sec'y ) « JUN 19 1944
1929=-31 Aurora Avenue I
" Seattle - 9, Washington 3“‘";' e ‘
IVhis 4ol a b 2 casXe

loeation: Sec. -9, T. 6 8, Re 36 E., Union County, Oregon

History: A very counsiderable amount of development was done here in about
1906, 07, amd 08, but no mcords of operation or production are to
be found. According to bir. loldemman, a Tew of the early workmen
he interviewsd report having mined and hauled ore, and this, to-
gether with & couple of surface caves which are helisved t0 repre-
sent stopes, is the only evidence that commercial ore was encountered
or handled. All of the orizinal workings are very thoroughly caved
now, anmd for that matter the early miners who worked there tell that
heavy and troublesome ground was encountersdthroughout the riine.
Supposedly nuch good ore was mined and s %@ It is known that
the original operators eguipped the prkye 1 abundant and ex-
pensive machinery, that the underg ‘% omnpletely electrified

— and that the only aceess mad he overty at that time was a
wagon trail leading over th@ n"to iporth Powder by way of

anthony Buttes. @
Devalopuent: The present opera} %ﬁ een working several years pow sinking
a shaift to con 0 wrkings at a reportedly rich spot.  This
w rk hes be a d¥out in spite of heavy ground, water and ex-
ceptiona B%e ate eyuipment, The present shalt sncountered an
old tunue ore 150 feet in depth and at a point close tw where
the early rators ran a hanginm wall cross cut (80 80 feet)
to solid rock from which point they sank an underground vertical
shaft 100 feet. ‘he bottom oi this vertical shallt meportedly went
throuzh a fault and exposed massive galena. ‘“hereas, the present
operators have cleaned out this crosscut over tw the shalt, they are
sinking a new one on the vein rather than rehabilitating the old one.
’ This new sha’t is now some 70 Teet on the incline below the 150 Toot
level and it has encountered ore o a ©rt, several tons of which
have been sorted from the development rock. .

The ore consists of chunks of galena from 1/2 to 2" square enbedded
in a quartz natrix. Selected samples reportedly assay as Ligh as
203 uz./ton silver and 250 lbs./ton lead, elthouch this is by no
reans tiie average.

Thig ore Ieportedly is spotted with bunches of small lenses beilng
scattered throushout the vein and the problem at present is o deter-
wine i greater concentration of it exists.

The "vein" which is very probably & fault zone, is hisghly decaaposed
sratiite from 6 to 8 feet wide, with the quartz anu ore occurring ir-
re;ularly i stributed throush it, bubt usually on the Joot wall.
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! 702 Woodlark Building
7 Indiana :dine - {Continued) Portland, Oregon
June 14, 1944

Little was to be seen at the mine at the time of this visit cther
tian several tons of stacked ove as close timberin:g obscured nost
of the recent development.

Fresent plans call for continuing this shaft to tie level of the

bottan of the old one where the masszive sulphide is reported to

oceur., Then 1 good ove is encountered and a sufTieient auount

i . of it developed the o0ld vertical shaft will be raised to e Sur-
Tace ami used as a working shalt. lowever, tie present pump
barely haniles the water (3 hours or more per shift just to render
the face accessible) and the hoist is so underpowered that it is
necessary o stop it $wice on the way ou in order to rev up the
enzine., 3Zecause of the encouraging showings ound, lir. Holderman
plans to re-equip the property and to push the prospecting by the
addition of another shift of three men.

Tor varlous reasons ir, Holderman does not want the canpanies ac-
tivities advertised rmwre than necessary at t&is time, IKence this
confidential and sketchy report. However nd complete informa-
tion, assays, maps, mports, etc., Vi add available to the
Department in the near future at w a rezulation report

o will ve submi tted.

¥t both lir. Holderman and his
the extent ® which their various
been found to be true. Indeed, from
instances they ROXN t to me such does appear to be conspicuously
unusual as a of facts ~ of measurements of di stances, of

the exaet R G ¥ 1 speeif ication of old machinery, etc., lhave
been foun Sely as reported,

It might be interesting
foreuan, ..r. Chadwel
"inTo mants" statqux




	MormonBasinIndianaMine001
	MormonBasinIndianaMine002
	MormonBasinIndianaMine003
	MormonBasinIndianaMine004
	MormonBasinIndianaMine006
	MormonBasinIndianaMine007
	MormonBasinIndianaMine008

