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NAME 

OWNERS: 

LOCATION: 

AREA: 

HISTORY: 

EQUIPMENT: 

DEVELOPMENT: 

MI SCELL.ANEOUS: 

GEOLOGY: 

UlFORMANT: 

DATED: 

Indiana Mine, Morman Basin District, Baker County. 

George Bertrand , Thomas Thompson, and Otto Zimmerman , all of 
Baker, Oregon. Frank Klein, also of Baker , Oregon. Each own 
¼ undivided interes t s . 

9 miles south of Durkee in the center of t he south half of 
s ection 11, Township 12 south, range 42 east, on the head 
waters of Sinker Creek . 

6 unpatented load claims. 

First worked in the 1890 1 s when quartz float was hauled from 
the surface and shipped. Total production possibly as great 
as $10 , 000; $5, 000 said to be taken from t he upper workings 
alone. 

5 stamp mill and amalgamation plali;s, 2 cabins , no cars or 
track. 

5 shafts and 1 long cross cut tunnel with 200 ft. of drift. 
shafts are all caved. See accompanying map . 

No timber. Wat er inadequate. 2 springs will fill 3/4 inch 
pipe in the wet season. It is 4½ miles by very steep mountain road -
to the foot of the hill s outh of Durkee. 

The lower tunnel alone is accessible at t his time of year. · 
30 ft~ from the portal the tUlL~el passes from gr anite to a very 
much sh@.tlred altered i1porph1ry." The contact runs about eastVves t 
and dips 65 degrees to the south. It is a cle:l)t-cut fault which 
has been followed in one direction for 100 ft. There is no · 
mineralization on this fault. The 1'\9.in vein runs at right 
angles to the contact or about north 20 degrees east. It dips 
between 40 and 50 degr ees to the west. The maL.~ vein consists 
of from one-half inch to 3 ft. of brecciated and recemented 
glassy quartz with only a small amount of sulphide but with 
considerable hemt(t,ite and manganese oxides. Free gold can be 
seen with a hand lens. The vein and country rock is ~1 :F b:'it~ c...v-r 67 
f ~ tsd-e. •a;t,¼1 .a number of faults trending wes t northwest and 
dipping south. The ore, therefore, is rather discontinuous and 
onl;w careful mining will be profitable. 

Otto Zimmerman. 

December 3, 1938 
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Indiana Mine , near Medical Springs area 

"And I understand it is t he deepest hole out there, dug in 
about 1907, and the super highgraded it clean till the stock
holders from Pittsburg came out, whereupon he pulled the pumps 
and handed them a hole full of water after which he went over to 
Union County and opened up his own Indianne. over there. I know 
something about that latter too. Several hundreds of teet of under
ground workings all electrified with 1909 stuft." 

Date: December 19, 1944 

Report by: N. s. Wagner (personal communication to R. s. Mason) 



INDIANA MINE Baker County Mormon Basin District 

Confidential letter to State Corporation Commissioner 1-5-59 by N.S. 

\'lagner, filed in State Corporation Commission file. 

Letter gives past history, w.elter returns on one shipment and other remarks 
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702 W oodl~k Building 
Portland, Oregon 
Report by N.s.v:. 
June 14, 1944 

Name: Indiana 1J.ne (Silver Lead) 

owner - Opera.tor: Union Silver Mining Company, 
G. R. Holderman, Sec'y 
1929-31 Aurora Avenue 
Seattle - 9, Viashington 

JUN 19 \944 

Ioee.tion: Sec. 9, T. 6 s, R. 36 E., Union County, Oregon 

1::istory: 

Developumt: 

A very considerable amount of development was done here in about 
1906, 07, am 08, but no :records of operation or production are to 
be found. According to 1;r. l:bldennan, a few of the early v.orlcruen 
he int er viewed report having mined and hauled ore, and this , to
gether with a couple of surface caves which are believed to repre
sent stopes, is tbe only evidence that cou;1ercial ore was encountered 
or handled. All of the ori;:.;inal rorkings are veI.'Y tborow;hl.y caved 
now, anl for that matter tre early miners 11ho ·worked there tell that 
heavy and troublesome ground was encountere~rougbout the uine. 
Supposedly much good ore was mined ands~ It is lalown that 
tbe original operators eq_ui:pped. tle~~e · n abundant and e:x:-
pensi ve machinery, that the underg d a onrpletely electrified 
and that tl:e only access road. ~· e o .. erty at that t irne v:as a 
wa[_;on trai 1 les.dinc; ov. er th~1 n to :i:orth Po·wder by v,ay of 
a.ntlDny Buttes. ~ ~ 

The ·present ope~1"8.t~~~een work. ing several years now sinking 
a shaft to con \,.~

1

~ V()rki4ss at a re:i;ortedly rich spot. This 
vn rk bas be~ · d out in spite of beavy cround, water and e:x:
captiona~ e ate ey_uipr.1ent • 'i.'he :present shaft encountered an 
old tunne . 011e 150 feet in depth and at a point close to where 
the early r'dtors ran a hanGir{;. wall cross cut {60 to 80 feet) 
to solid rock from Wb.ich point they s.ank an underground vertical 
shaft 100 feet. '.1.'lie i3ottor.1 o:,,' tlli s verti cul shaft reportedly went 
throuc;h a fault and exposed massive galena. ·;,hereas, the present 
o:peYdtors have cleaned out this crosscut over to tbe shaft, they are 
sinldn,::_; a ne,; one on tl10 vain rather than rehabilitatin;~ the old one. 
This nev, sL.att is now some 70 feet on tbe incline below the 150 i'oot 
level and it has encountered ore or a rort, several tons of which 
have been sorted from tm development rock. 

1rhe ore consists of chunks of ;alena from 1/2 to 2" sq_uare embedded 
in a ouartz natrix. Selected samples re:00rtedJ.y assay as hiL,r.,_ as 
293 0~./ton silver and 250. lbs ./ton lead, al thou(;h this is by no 
ueans the average. 

'I'hls ore :;,19portedl:i, is spotted \iitll bur.,_cb.es of SIJ.8.11 lenses :)eing 
scattered throu:::hout tl:e vein and tbe )roblen at :present is to cleter
uine if Greater concentration of it e:;dsts. 

The "vein" ,,hich is very pmbably a fault zone, is hi;_;lil.:: G.eca.1posed 
_;:;.>r,.riite .Cron G to 8 ::'eet '.:ide, r:iti: the -q_uartz anu o:2e occu:rrin:; ir
re_;ularly ci.istributed thl'Ol.\_;h it, but usually on tl.:e .c~oot r;all. 



\dtate ~efa7-tment of §e,ofo9y and d/l(LJUuif lfnd~bdH 
. ·r 702 Woodlark Building 

Indiana ::ine - (Continued) Portland, Oregon 
June 1,1 , 1944 

Little 'i:as to be seen at the ;,1ine at tLe ti!ue o:C tlu.s visit other 
tlJan seve:;..-al tons of ste.cked ore as close ti.wberin:_; obscured rJ.ost 
of the reoen t developn:ent. 

Present plans call for continuillf: t}:..is shaft to ti.e level ot the 
bot tori of tl'B old one where too nasal ve si.;;.lphide is ::.'epo:cted to 
occuc. ':.:'hen it :;ootl ore is ereom1te:..·ed anC a suf::.'icient ai,1our1t 
of it developed the old vertical shaft 1·1ill be 1•aised. to the sur
i'ace ani used. as a workir,:; shaft. lJbwevar, t/e :i;,:i.:esent pULlp 
barely ham.iles the water (3 hours or 1:1ore per sbi:ft just to render 
the face accessible} and the hoist is so underpowered that it is 
necessarJ iD stop it tWice on the v.ay out in order to rev up the 
e11t:ine. 3ecause of the enco urai;ing showings :;:"bund, L:r. Bblderman 
plans to re-equip the property and to push the prospecting by the 
ao.di tion of another shift or three t1en. 

?or various reasons I,:r. Holderman does not 1uant the ca:upanies ac
tivities B.dvertised fil:l:::-e tlJan necessary at t~·s time. Lenee this 
confidential an.d sketchy :report. Eow .. everi rid complete informa-
tion, assays, maps, 113p:>rts-, etc.,~,;~~ d. available to the 
De. partment in tbe near future at w . a regulation report 
·,,ill be a.ibm.i tted. ~ 

It mi:;ht be interesti11t; ~~~both i1ir. Lolderr;1an and his 
rorer-tan, , . ...r. Cbadv:e~_ .. ~, ·. ~ the erlen t to v.hi ch their various 
t
1info :i:mants" sta~t 1, · ... s · - been found to be true. Indeed, from 
instances they. ··. t ·.· o . to n:e such does appear to. be conspicuously 
unusual as a~ of facts - oi' r::easurer:1ents oi' di stances, of 
the e:x:act@:~ ·- · and specification of old uachinery, etc,,, l:Jhve 
been foun~ ely as rePorted. 
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