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Sumpter Jis tri ct - Bak~ Co 

l,.r. L. h. Sau1,1ons, Box 387, Baker, 0re6 on; - 4063 s. ,.!!;. :Fine Street, 

Portland, Oregono 

2200 acres of' leased farmland situated in the Valley below ii,c.c;wen in 'l'o 

10 s., H. 38 "4. '1'his is 20 miles fron Baker on the Eaker-Sumpter ..:-oad 

and at an elevation of about 4100 teat • 

.i.Jevelopment: Since L,cto ber 23, 1944 a crew of five .men have sunk 31 prospect shafts and 

drilled three 5" drill holes by way of sampling tbese holdings. lbe shaft: 

are circular· and start with a casing 48" in diameter. 

ln practice all top soil is discarded but all gravel below the point 

where the first pannings appear is run through a pilot recovery unit. Val1 

par hole are figured in terus of the total quantity of unterial excavatedo 

This shaft work is done in a specially constructed house f'i tted w.i. th 

heating and hois1ing facilities, etc., and on skids to facilitate moving. 

A 5" Keystone drill has just been acquired, but it is planned to con

tinua shaft exploration and use the drill only to augment shaft rork. 

the results of sampliIJ.g to d.a te are encouraging according to ;'.;r. Sam

mons and as a conseq_uence it is planned to continue this :program till late 

summer. 
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Baker Develop.men t Company. 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Report by: N. s. -Wagner 
In:f'ormant: L. H. Sammons 
Date: March 6, 1945 

Sumpter .District - Baker Co. 

Mro Sammons adVises me that his options to buy these ranchea out
right are paid up till .December 194:7 af'ter llb.ich time he must start 
payments of' 5~ at a f'ixed buying price, excepting when the dredge get■ 
on a given property- - in wbi ch case f'ull payment is to be made immedi
ately. 

Mr. Semm.on.s states he intends to f'inanpe the proposed dredge himaelt 
- or at least largely so, and he talks in terms of' a Yuba Dredge with 
jigs.. The gold he has recovered to date is all f"ine, but testing areu 
at the mouth of' tributaries where coarser gold may conceivably occur, 
ia yet to be done. 

'l1his entire program is being oarr~ ~ .... in a v~ry workmanship 
appearing ma.nner. ~,'~ ~ 

There is one joker in t~~ ~ tar as a dredge operation ~ 
is concerned and that is ~ ed dam to be built w.i. thin a very short 
distance downstream t~ party. this dem would be designed tor 
irrigation purpos~~ been considered and even surveyed several 
times during the O ara. Much interest is currently being shown 
in the ide~a · d s time 1 t might vell be constructed. 

S~ n't seem eapecie.lly concerned about the dan which is 
in mark: o re.at With the atti tu.de ot Mr. Shelley ot the Sumpter Valley 
.DredgiIJg pany. 
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