
702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Report by: N. S. 'v;agner 
into rmant : R. O. Shelley 
Ii.iarch 6, 1945 

Sumpter Area - Baker County 

Foreward: The folloWing report supplements exia ting Departmental records in that it 

presents certain changes in both the organization and plant of the above 

named company. 

OWnar -
Operator: 

Current 

Sumpter Valley Dredging Company, Board ot Trad$ Building, Portland, Oregon. 

Clayton R. Jones, President. 

ActiVities: Under a "7 manpower release" work began February 19, 1945 in general re-

conditioning of' tre dredge and on the installation of jigs as a replacement 

of tb3 gold saving system pr13viously employed., 

'l'ba jigs are Pan-Alrerican and 12 stages ot double uni ts are being in

stalled. 

Reserves, as based on past recovery, are sufficient to insure nonnal 

operations far five years, or somewhat more, but if the jigs permit suc

cessful e:x:ploi tation of lower grade gravel, as is anticipated, then the 

lite ot opemtions here will be increased appreciably. 

--



I ~ 
Portland $, Oregon 

SUMPTER VALLEY DREDGING Sumpter District Baker 

This is a letter and not a file report, but it might better be filed with 
the Sumpter Valley dredging records just the same, for the reason that the 
subject matter is something you will doubtless wish to usa sometime. 

Woodwell has a very complete set of maps for the Sumpter Valley dredging. 
These date from old ones on the original company for which he worked, and 
include also most of the records of the various subsequent companies, for most 
of which he also worked. From these records Woodwell has calculated that the 
total area dredged in the valley embraces some 2,603 acres and some 60,625,514 
cubic yards were handled. Furthermore he feels these figures are accurate to 
within 5 percent. While the above acreage does not include various doodlebug 
tracts for which he has no maps, the records he does have nevertheless frame 
some of these tracts so that he feels that an estimate of 200 additional acres 
is quite accurate. 

Woodwell calculated these figures for the U.S.B.M. as the result of a 
request from them to meo 

N. s. Wagner 
C.Jcc 1 cic3 
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~tate f]:)epaitnunt of geofo9J and dl!lineiaf ff ndu2tiie2 
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SUMPTER VALLEY DREDGE TAILINGS 

Location, T. 9 & 10 s., R. 37 & 38 E., Baker County 

1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

Sumpter District 

Baker County-

The following figures represent a tabulation of' the acreage 

of tailings per section. Th.is was calculated from the tailings 

area as indicated on the USFS planimetrlc map of the SUIIJ)ter 4 

quadrangle, Seale one inch to the mile. 

Because of the smallness of the map scale and the manner in 

whieh the tailings area is depicted there•n the acreage figures must 

be recognized as being only approximate. They do however provide 

a reasonably realistic picture of the tailings distribution for gen

eral reference. 

The tabulation as detailed below begins at Sumpter City and pro-

gresses southeastward through the Talley. 

Compiled by-: 

N. s. Wagner 
March 29, 1962 
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Location 

T 9 s, R 37 E, Section 32 NW; 
NEt 
swi: 
SE! 

T 9 S, R 37 E, Section 33 NWi 
NE'+ swy 
SEi.-

'l' 10 s, R 38 E, Section 5 

El 
SEt 

T ~Q s,. R 37 E, Section 4 NWt 
NE! 
sw! 
SE}:-

T 10 s, R 37 E, Section 9 NW±: 
NEl ,,. 
sw1 

L, 

SE! 

T 10 s, R. 37 E, Section 3 :l . NW,, 
NE! 
sw! 
SEt 

T 10 s, R 37 E, Section 10 NW't 
NEt
SW! 
SEi: 

Tails 

65 
30 

0 

~ 

0 
0 

10 
0 

10 

0 
10 

0 
0 

io 

90 
; 
0 

80 m 

0 
10 

0 
0 

lo 

0 
0 

80 
20 

100 

10; 
155 

5 
80 

345 

Undredged 

95 
130 
160 

~ 
160 
16o 
150 
160 

630 

160 
150 
160 
160 
630 

70 
155 
160 

80 m 

160 
150 
160 
160 
~ 

160 
160 
80 

!!tQ 
540 

55 
; 

155 
80 

295 

Page - 2 -

Total Tail 
Acreage 

180 

10 

.10 

115 

10 

100 

345 
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Location Tails Undredged Total Tall 
Acreage 

T 10 s, R 37 E, Section 11 NW¼ 90 70 430 

:i 25 135 
155 5 > 

SE~ 16o 0 
430 210 

T 10 s, R 37 E, Section 14 :t 145 15 235 
eo 70 

0 160 
SE; 0 160 m -405 

T 10 s, R 37 E, Section 12 NW! 0 160 145 
NEl 0 160 
sw! 120 40 
SE!- ~ ill... 

145 495 

T 10 s, R 37 E, Section 13 NW! 145 15 3g5 
NE! 155 5 
swi 5 155 
SE¼ eo 80 

385 255 

T 10 s, R 38 E, Section 18 NWt 95 65 380 ~1 10 150 
SW£, 140 20 
SEt ~ ~ 

T 10 s, R 38 E, Section 19 NW! 10 150 105 

~i 95 65 
0 160 
0 160 

105 535 

T 10 s, R 38 E, Section 17 NWt 0 160 35 
NEt 0 16o 
swf 35 125 
SEl- 0 160 '+ 

35 W5 

T 10 s, R 38 E, Section 20 :t 150 10 345 
120 40 

swf 5 155 
SE ..19. ....2Q 

345 295 ; r 
i 
L 

~(")( 
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PL.AcJR SlJOWlY 

~ 1. Present.-Beme. of t5rdperty Sumpter va11,1.__Dre __ d..,.g1_ng __ o_om: __ p_an_1 _________ _ 
Ope~ing. compan;y (or individual Sumpter Valley Dredging COJnp8J1¥ 
Address p. o. Box 108, Portland, Oregon (Public Service Bldg.bounty Baker 
Location Powder. River below Sumpter. w. B. Cullens, Portland, President 
.Area of holdings J. R. Bowles, Portland, sec.-Treas. 

1100 acres. o. E. Coom.ba, Superintenden1; 
B • .A.. COo.mba, Dredge Master 
R. D. Shelley, .A.saiatant Superintendent 

2. History o:t· P,:Q,a;ct;y =~aa• ani PHH't: 
Began operations June 26, 19315. 

3. Hi1te1, ot produciioh • yardage moved and bullion shippedi 
Monthly average: 300,000 yards. 

4. Development - acres mined, exploration of drilling, shafts, cuts: 
G:round has been entirely drillei. Values to 60 teet. No deeper tests made, 

although gravel goes turther, poaaibly to 100 teet. 

5. Water rights - number of ditches, length, priori ties, water allowed by law, 
amount actually used (average), length of mining season, av. date begin 
mining in Fall, av. date mining ends in Spring, etc.: 

Digging 16'-•13' below water to talse cl81' bedrock. Water uaed: 6000 gallone/day. 

6. Geology and General Description: - Elevation above sea, gulch or flat operation, 
topograpey, character of bedrock, kinds of country rock, nature of gravel, na
ture of gold, amount. of cl&¥, and boulders, nature of gold, source of gold, 
winter snow conditions, etc.: 

ve-r, :raw boulder•--.mainly gravel size ot tiat and smaller. Gold-tine to 
medium, 800 tinenesa. Testing tail• with a Bendelari Jig (rougher) and 2 Pan
.American cleaner jiga. Results still indefinite. 

7. Equipment - pipe, giants, etc. 9' dredge. BU.okat lips built apeoially and apeed 
increased to 24. per minute. Buoket.s hold 10 cu. tt. .Ul other necessary equip
ment. 

8. Remarks - economics: High or low cost, principal drawbacks, reasons for success 
or failure; apparent life of operation based on quantity of gravel, etc. 
aosti (Contidential) 

J.bou t 4¢ to ts;. 
Ground: . 

25¢ to :SO, 

7 or 8 year• ot operation lett. 



PLACER SUMMARY 

1. 

2. 

4. 

6. 

Present name of property S':'.~t: ½.//4~ ,O,,c4,,,./ 
Operating compaey (or individ ) 5•-.e ~:.s o1Jv.,., 
Address Box 106,, P.,t/o1,-cl/.,O,~. (p.,,/,-, s.,,,;·,, 1111/9J 

L t • o J O,. So ..., /' /"e Y. 

/4, 
Count1 /..3~A ~r 

oca ion rowe<Pr Ri,,, f',. - o•/o - s.,, ~;-e,.,-
Area of holdings 

p,~s: W'./I.C'~l/~11s -Po,tl~,,.,J. 

S.,. 7,HJ' . ../. R. l3owfP.5 - -Po, f/.,,. ,,(_ 
//CJO Qcres. s.,;r.- o.£. e oo.- ts 

History of property - past and recent: 
s" ,.v,, 0 r p,"' T; C),,., .s - J~,, t! 2 'J I 9 .3' ~-

/Jr.,/,, H u"I,,,. : P. A . ~ o o _ 1, ~ 
Ass'!. S'.,p,,,: I?. L>. Siu.II~ J 

History of production• yardage moved ·ana bullion shipped: 
/17 0~ rt I_; d y~ r~ <j ~ - - .3 0 0/ Ot> () :/ J J. 

Development - acres mined, exploration of drilli~, sha:f'ts, cuts: 
(',.•en-\ ,I I,~ s. b• P-,, e,,, ;1.,-,,.p/J el,, 1 //~. I/, /v,.s -f o ~ 0 /'r o 1. No d •~~ ,

res r ..s n,f~el~ rr/:/-JoC/,jl, f"<i've1/ 9-•.s t:",,,,,-,..J..-,,,-,_.6vu,-6/':J 7-o 100,Crtr-. 

Water rights - number of ditches, length, priori ties, water allowed bJ law, 
amount actually used (average), length of mining season, av. date begin 
mining in Fall, av. date mining ends in Spring, etc.: 

0, ·r 'I ;.., J / &, / - / 3 , 6 ~ /o u/ i,,V ~ ;I e ,,, ,- el .,c, /4 6 C: /4 J ,6 ~ ✓ y" CI . 
/f/,fer e,,sf!',l ~o,,e, 7 ,;;,//,.,s/&/.,_y. 

Geology and General Description: - Elevation above sea, gulch or flat operation, 
topograpey, character of bedrock, kinds of country rock, nature of gravel, na
ture of gold, amount of clq, and boulders, nature of gold, source of gold, 
winter snow conditions, etc.: 

J/,,,,. J /"e/A/ bt:Jv/e/_'flrS. ,,J.,,,,-.,,/y 7 ,,,._.v<-/ ~iz.e ttJ,C: /,s7 tt & ..... .,1//e;-, 
C:ol✓ - ,:/H~ ?e, --'t' ✓,v--, - 8't:Jt1 ~,-~,n,,,.ss_ ~ .. r,,,:,,y r-~,./s 6V,.r4 
~ .6'c-o~4/4,,- J,j (r(J,,.,~"'"J,, .;e_ ,P11,,,,AHfl?YrC ~If e/4~#frr /1..,,s. /?e,c,#~ .sf-; I/ 

/,,,, t:1,. r, # ;1e. 

7. Equipment - . piye, giants, etc. . 
9 /r. ✓,,-~e - .,tJ e,e/i. t l,j,, .s -' tJ;/J- .s,!', ,.,. .. I">-- s / ... et,, A e-n ~!,P~ ro 2 ¥ 

pq Y n-, /H vTe. . ,Bp c.i ~r.., Ap/t/ /(} el/, F~-r. ,A II O l'-1. ~.,. 'l P C ~ 5 S J,,. ~ ti'> !J '"/' ~.,,. r_ 
8. Remarks - economics: High or low cost, principal drawbacks, reasons for success 

?r f_ailure, apparent life of operation based on quantity of gravel, etc. 
--='. Q.., ~ . ~ C'o~t;: a 6e1,,,r J,y r,.,_ or« 

a rov,uP .- '2 5" t r o .S7J t 

~ 



Sumpter Valley Dredging £om.pany 
917 PUBLIC SERVICE BUILDING 

P. O. BOX 108 

PORTLAND, OREGON 

Sumpter Valley ~redging Ce Operation 
Sumpter Valley 

Oregen 

Started eperatien July 1.1936 and has run oontinuosly 
with a preabale life if 8 additienal years 

Oregen cerperatien w.H.Cullers Pres Olayten Jenee Vice Pres 
D.E.Harris Treas H.P.Diok Seo. 

Hull 62 feet by 120 feet by 11 feet 
stacker 96 feet with 36" belt 
Bucket line 72 nine feet buckets dumping 26 per minute 
Screen 6 feet by 36 feei 
4200 sq feet iablee with saveall full length ef beat 
710 oenneoted H.P. with 250 H.P. en digging line 
Twe 10" pumps with ene 6" pump supplying 8000 galls per minute 

Pewer supplied by a 12 mile 23000 velt line frem Beurne Oregen 
Pertable sub statien supplies 2300 te beat. 

ter the year 1938 the everage yards dug per month was 280,000 
er abeut 11 acres. 

Other equipment include effice Sand heuse machine sheps twe 
40 Diesel Tractere and twe trucks. 

Amalgam is retorted and spenge geld is peured int• brick 
at the plant and shipped to U.S.Assay Office at Seattle wash 
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\ .J'l.,'./ ~->· 
NAME 

T 

,/ .• 
i ,{ 

.·~·~:.-~ 

I 
i / 1. f 

;I • 

J 

V 

, 
.......... ~. 

I 1, 
; (. 

OLD NAMES 
I 

R S 

' .............. . COUNTY 

• -' ·< • An'!llA: ...... -~.-.. · .. _-, ..................... ~ 
,.A:;:7 ;,1 , •••• ~-I~'--. f .'-·. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Et;EV"ATION 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • RO.AD OR HI CJ-fN.AY" 

PRESENT LEGAL OWNER ( S) 

DI&rANCE TO 
SHIPPING POINr 

I 

. -~<' ('· ,·~.-; •• ., ... ',,.,'t., . .V•.1· ••••• t .... , . . :~-.. -...... ... :;,, ( ;' 

: cit~/ ;14· J I 1' •.. , '.l:'f.t;'l, • • • •I• • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • •; • I 

• • • • • • • • • • • • ♦ • C • • • • • a a • • • • • • a • 

OPERATOR • ..... ·-
• / l ; 

.~ • • ""''i •'-•• ~ : e II 

Name of claims Area Put. UnE_at. 

EggIIMENT ON PROPERTY 

MI•2l 

(.·,,'t t 

r,J. 
PRINCIPAL ORE 

;-//} I).· .. "c f. / 
r 

~t/16 

MINOR MINERALS 

"l 

MISCELLANEOUS RmORDS 

Address 
.) I j' . / /--. I 

,r • 4'' .• , /:,, j• !/ ; / , y· _, 
, • $ ,. "' ·1 ./. , . . ,- I:,., .£ f• ~ . ,, \ 1· ,; ; ·_,.,,... •• '!.•... • "• •.·.·•·• •• • y...... . 
~ ~ .l-;,,z, ,t. /' • • -~ .• 1:i •••• •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

/?It 6'' /, - . ! /~ .· ". ·, ,,- ,.~ , .. ,.,~,,· r . 

• -~- •. f<{.: .~l .. ·::7 · 

................................................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Name of claims Area Pat. Unp_at. 
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