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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Lucky Boy Mine (Au) Upper Burnt River District 
Baker County 

Old Na111e: 

Operator: 

General: 

Showdmm Mine. 

This report is supplement No. 1 to a report under the above 
title by N. S. Wagner, Augsut 20, 194S. 

The original operational partnership of Ralph Leonhardy and Pat 

Vinson we.s terminated July 1, 1947. Present operators, who have 

obtained the property on a new lease, are Ralph Leonhardy and 

Kenneth Grabner. 

Production under the original Leonhardy-Vinson operation is 

estimated by Leonhardy at about 6000 dollars. This was recovered 

by amalgar;ition of about 600 tons of ore milled in the mill on the 

near by Bull Run Mine. The grade of clean ore is believed to have 

been about 30 dollars, but the ore actually milled included a con

siderable amount of development rock; hence the low mill heads 

indicated by the foregoing figures. Recovery by the Bull Run mill 

was poor. 

The present lessees (Leonhardy and Grabner) have installed a small 

mill of their own on the property. This mill is within a half mile 

of the main working tunnel. It consists of a ball mill, amalgalllation 

plates, classifier and table. Plans are to install flotation when 

and if needed. The ball mill is a 3 x 4 foot unit. The present flow 

sheet is--ore ground to ?? .. _mesh discharges from ball mill to plates 

to classifier to pl~tes to table. There is a 10 ton bin at the mill 

and a 60 ton bin at the mine. 
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Current underground operations have been limited in amount and 

has consisted primarily of getting the workings in shape. Grabner 

owns.the adjoining Grandview Mine. While present plans call for 

the development of the Thomason property only,eventual development 

of the Grandview is also contemplated. 

Report by: N. 
Date of visit: 

S. Wagner 
Oct •• 5, 1949 

Date of report: Dec. 16, 1949 
Grabner & Leonhardy 

Original Lucky Boy report, 
Informants: 
Reference: 

Iv.,, 

. S· W 8 by N ••• Aug. 20, 194 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Lucky Boy Mine (.Au) 
Upper Burnt River 
Baker County 

9.Perator: 

Owner: 

Location: 

Area: 

History: 

Ralph J.eonhardy and Pat Vinson, Baker, Oregon 

William Thomason, Route 2, Baker (Wingville) 

T 14 s, R 37 :E, about section 7.. & 8. This. is 6 miles from 

the John Day highway at Unity. Distance to the Bull Run Mill 

is 3.6 miles. 

Two Ullp8.tented lode claims known as the Lucky Boy and the 

Showdown. These are situated side by side. 

This property was worked by the owner about 1938. Ore showing 

visible gold with occasional "picture rock" specimens were 

reportedly exposed by a 130' ! tunnel, but recovery from a 

30 ton mill run !$understood to have proved negligible. 

Develoment2 The property was originally opened by a cross cut of approximately 

140 feet in length near the face of which a small tonnage of ore 

was mined from a short drift by raising and under-hand stoping. 

The present operators leased the property in 1947. They reopened 

this cross-cut and have drifted on ore for a distance of about 

Geology: 

50 feet to the east. This ore has been st~ by a raise situated 

near the face of the drift and by a small undercut near the 

beginning. . A winze is being sunk on or in this drift at a point 
I ;t •• 

about 2; feet from the cross-cut. 

The workings are situated in the Rastus series l which is a 

.formation composed of schistose limy turrs, slates, lavas and 

1. Geology of the Northeast Quarter of the Ironside Mt. Quadrangle, Baker & 
Malheur 8nnnt.i AR_ n,..oann ~ w.,,,, .. ,.- T'I T ----



Jllguipment: 

!re-crystallized limestones. This formation is tentatively 

classified as upper Paleozoic. The crosscut first 9enetrates 

a limy tuff portion of the series and then passes through a hard 

formation which is either a basic lava or a basic intrusive now 

somewhat serpentinized. This ha.rd basic formation is cut about 

midway in its exposure by a diorite dike which is vertical and 

which strikes east-west. The end of the crosscut penetrates 

limy tuff again and it is in this tuff that the ore has been 

encountered. The tuff exhibits a development of serpentine on 

fractures and otherwise is highly altered to limonite. Petrographic 

examination shows the tuff to contain an .abundance of chlorite. 

It is this chlorite that is altered to limonite. This alteration 

is particularly intense on the contact between the tuff and the 

he.rd basic lava. 

Although ore has been encountered and mined from a drift which 

follows more or less of a shear zone for a distance of nearly 50 

feet, no clear cut vein is in evidence. Gold is free and is 

sometimes found in quite high-grade concentrations. It not only 

occurs in the more defined shear but is often found in the walls 

as well. A mining width of 4 feet is reported to occur in the 

winze. But little quartz is to be seen. 

This shear or vein strikes about north@west. It pinches 

to a thin seam on the east wall of the crosscut and is 8 inches 

thick in the face of the drift to the west. It is essentially 

vertical in dip,. 

I 

A portable compressor, together with drills and steel, constitutes 

the chief equipment at the mine. Ore is trucked to the Bull Run 

Mill where it 1s ground and treated by amalgamation only. Tails 

- 2 -



Topography: 

Economic it. 

are impounded in anticipation of eventual retreatment. The 

Bull Run property is also held by the lesses of this property. 

The workings are situated on a steep hillside which provides 

ample dump space. While the present access road from Bull Run 

creek is steep, it is a good dry-season road and adequate for 

limited scale prospect development operations as now used. Re

routing qf this road to a less steep grade could be accompolished 

without incurrence of any great trouble should development 

indicate the desirability of constructing a heavier duty road. 

Snow and spring thaws impose restrictions on access for three 

and half to four months as far as trucking ore on the present 

road goes. 

Approximately 140 tons of ore has been mined and milled by the 

present operators. Recovery by amalgamation is reported to have 

been about $25./ton in gold (at $35./oz). Because of a high loss 

imposed by inadequate milling facilities, tailings have been 

impounded. No assay af these tailings is available but it is 

presumed they merit re-milling. 

Tests by the Denver Equipment Company reportedly indicate that 

amalgamation supplemented by classification and flotation is 

adequate treatment for optimum recovery. 

No appreciable tonnage of ore remains blocked out in the mine 

at the present time because of the past mining operations, but 

the development work currently underway indicates continuation 

of values in the winze and the possibility of blocking out 

additional ore bel~w the level of the present drift. Extention 

of the drift to the west may also result in the development 

of additional ore in that direction. Until this or other 
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development is accom~ished, however, there is little more 

that can be said about the ore reserves at this time. 

Report by: N.S. Wagner 
Date of Exam: August 1, 1948 
Date of Reports August 20, 1948 
Informant: Ralph Leonhardy 
Petrographic Study: Hollis Dole 
Samples taken for this report: IB - 140-141-142-143 
References: The Lo'llTy thesis already mentioned and report 

on Bull Run Mine by N.S.~. April, 1947. 
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SHGWDOWN ;yiliH: 

Owners: Vv. 'l'. Thoma son, 2 claims; and Bi l.i Schraeder, 2 claims. 

History: ]'irst loce.ted in Ul8. Two-stamp mi Ll built in tt1e fall of 

1938 and operations started in ~a~ 193~. 

Development: Three crosscuts and. drift tunnels 1~5, 115, and 65 feet in 

lengtn; numerous upper cuts and _pits along vein for cv,r 2000 :feet; elevation 

at lower tunnel, aneroid 5,770 feet. 

Geology: The ore ucc;.i.rs e.s f'r,:,e gold in grenoQiori te 1:ipli te, sow.e of 

wnich is rhyo.iitic in &J)pearance at tue coQtc:Gt, ~Jit.1 serpentine whicn it 

intrudes. .oath fcrlllb:tiori::, bI"e u,ucl, .f'auLted, ,the Sj_ict·ensic.es i:Jeini,!; coa.ted 

with free e;oid, green fuc:wi te ( '?) , and 3cme ... iillcni te. In the gouge small 

pieces cf serpentine seem tu ~e pene~rateu bnd reple.cec by fine brown 

hems ti te and chrysoco.1.J..1:.1.. 1-ho.Lybaonum is t,>re20at, b.G::.;ociutect •1.1 tL tne gc __ ci. 

'I'he vein generaJ_ L:Y' striJ:.es N. 6C 0 tc N.n:J0 E. &nu 2tands nearly ver'tical. 

however, it varies in strD:e consiaerabl;;,, 'the ungE>olations occurrii1;~ with a 

crest of about :'50 feet. TLe vain in tl,e .1o"'er tunnel is net v,e_;_.L c.:e:'i~1cd, 

and the ore being milled is ta~en from ne~r t~e contact. 

rillill: ;1,1111 ccnsists of' two st&;Hps c~nd a:r18l.~ar, ... ~,tion p btes run oy ,;;e.sollne 

engine. It treats on~y ~bout t~o tons or ore a cta3 • T~e or~ is shooted from 

the lower tunne.1, a dist&uce of near ..... y ?00 feet dcwnlli:...1. values are very 

extremely veriab~e. 



State of Oregon 
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Lucky_B_()J7 Showdown Mine 
NAME OLD NAMES 

14 S 37 E 7 & 8 
T R s 

Baker ........................... COUNTY 

u~uer Burnt River . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AREA 

7770 • • • • • .- • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • EI.EV' A'l'ION 

.................. • • • • • • • • • • • • . • ROAD OR IIICJ-t'HAY 

................................ DIS!'ANCE TO 
SHIPPING POINT 

PRESENT LEGAL OWNER (S) ITilliaiu Thomason .............................. 
.............................. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,:: .............. . 
OPERATOR -~~~P?.~~?~?~r~r.~~-~~~~:~~.?r~~~~r. 

Name of claims Area Pat. Un1?_at. 

Luck~ 2 

Showdown 

E.3.1L...IPMENT ON PROPERTY 

MI•21 

Gold 
PRINCIPAL ORE MINOR MINERALS 

PUBLISBBD REFERENCES 

MISCELLANEOUS RmORDS 

n ~ ~ Bak {m· ·11) ,;.;.ou L,e ,:, , er, ;,in,:,vei~ e Ad.dress • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 'C:j ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

................................................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . • ...................................... . 

. .. V~tt¥:.9f~~9~. 

Name of claims Area Pat. Unl?_at. 



Showdown see Lucky Boy 
NAME OLD NAMES 

14 S 37 E 7 & $ 

T R s 

Baker .............................. COUNTY 
Upper Burnt River ................................ AREA. 

• • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • EIJCV' ATION 

..................... ••••••••••• ROAD OR IIIGr-fNAY 

................................ DISTANCE TO 
SHIPPING POINI' 

PRESENT LEGAL OWNER (S) ................................ 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . (: .............. . 

OPERATOR 

Name of claims Area Pat. UnE,at. 

E2.'[:mnoo' _QN PRQPERTY' 

MIG21 

Gold 
PRINCIPAL ORE MINOR MINERALS 

PUBLISHED REP'ERENCES 

MISCELLANEOUS RPDORDS 

.Address ................................................... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Name of claims Area Pat. Un,E_at. 
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