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Wyant Placers of Pine Creek Upper Burnt Biver lJ.i.strict 
J:3ake r, Oregon 

Lessee: 

R. M. Davidson 

Fred Bqwer 

Gr:and View, Idaho 

\Ya:tm. Springs ;;.ve •, Boise, Idaho 

Boise, Idaho 

'l'hel?e men are woiid.ng unc:.er a partnership agreement at tte present time 

but steps are being t2.kan to incorporate in Idaho as the Pine Creek Placer 

Company,. 

Owner: Jolm Wyant, fl8l'el'ord, Oregon 

Location T 12S, R 39.1; Sections 2, 3, &: 10 with a small ac:i:·e§ge extending into T 118, 
&. A.rea: 

R 3~:S, Section. 35 with all cl2ims e.xtendi ng along the creek as follows: 

Tom-~Qm Claims, 40 acres in Section 10---(a 200 foot fraction owned by Mr'. 

Darr se~rates the foregoin;:; rrou1 tLe succeedinJ; groups.) 

Bonhart & .New 1,JOon G=.c9up, 40 acres in dectiun.,10 .. &. 3. 

Bull.dog ,}roup, 160 acres,of 'Nhich 80 is .mineable 61 .. 1vel in Section 2 and 

the adjoir:.ing 35. 

History: 1·hese claims l:ave oeen acqu.:.. red by for. k,yant over a peri ori of ye&r~ beg:Lnning 

in 1900 a,¢ they µave' been :worked regular],/ and successfully by hia1 ever 

since. .i:lcc~ptin6 fo~· .a bydr~ulic set-up. on the BulldQg froup, operatio,Q.S 

have bee.n on a .small scale, handwo.r·k basis. An excep ci onal bun.dance of 

: nuggets weit¢ing f)•om one hulf to one ounce are received regularly and two 

fourteen ounce 4u66ets to,;etller with several six and ~ight ounce ones i.i.ave 

been found. One oi' t11Bse fourteen ,9unce nug0ets is on display in tl1e i'irst 

Geology: 'l'he property consists of 15 to 18 feet of coarse 6rcJVel in the narrow 

gulch of Pine Creek. Lnrt:;e boulders are common. Basaltic dikes, rhyclitie 
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WYANT AND MEEKER P~CERS Upper Burnt River Baker County 

Equipment installations have been completed and 

production resumed at the Wyant and Meeker placers on 

upper Burnt River in Baker County about 10 miles north

east of Hereford, Oregon. The Wyant ground, which in

cludes the Tom-Tom and Bulldog ~onsolidated claims owned by 

John Wyant of Hereford, was operated before the war by 

the Gold Flour ~Uning Company. 

Some of the same principals are included in the 

present operating partnership. R.M. Davidson, Warm Springs 

Avenue, Boise, Idaho, is one of the partners, working with 

Fred Bowen of Boise, and L.A. Doalst oi Grandview, Idaho. 



John Wyant Placers Baker County 

Owner: John Wyant, Hereford, Oregon 

Location: 3½ miles above highway in Pine Creek in Secs. 10, J, 2, 
Tl2S, R39E, Sec. 35, TllS. 

J 
Area: 12,000 along Pine Creek. 

History: Yardage moved unknown but $20,000 produced since 1908. 

Equipment: No equipment except sluice boxes, small inclined shaft with 
railEI and small pump and windlass. One "splash" dam. 

Geology: Elevation at house 4325'• Gulch operation entirely. Bechrock 
varies from "sha.ly" basalt to conglomerate and rbyolitic beds. 
Boulders 10% to 20%, maximum size 24f'~~ 75% of gold in 
nuggets, fineness 838-846. In a nugget with quartz, the quartz 
shows a high degree of minute fracturing and shearing, partly 
iron 1:1tain. Argillite belt reported to cut through canyon 
above and all gulches reported to head in shale and argillites 
so that probable source of coarse gold is pocket type with the 
less coase gold being washed down from old high channels. 

Water: Uses water as it comes. Bedrock drifting in wintertime using bed
rock water which flows all year around. "Splash" dam used for 
ground sluicing in spring which begins about first of March and 
ends July 15 to 30. 

Development: Tested ground gives estimate of 1,000,000 yards averaging 
$1 per yard, including overburden. Depth to bedrock average 
16½'• Pay gravel best in first yard above bedrock. Bed
rock yardage $5 or more per yard. 

Remarks: Owner has been making living on this property and developing 
it at the same time. If his statements are correct and averages 
as above, this should be a shovel operation, providing water can 
be secured. Owner will sell for $20,000 with down payment of 
$1500 and 10% royalty with $500 per month minimum to apply on 
purchase price. · 

Informant: •A. V. Quine 
4/7/38 



GOLD D,SJ?LAY IS JUBILEE FEATURE 

j 

- .·· "\ ' . 1 
ABOVE-The First Nati()Ua{~! 
gold display as it is seen lit ~llie'! 
lobby of the Bank in Baker .. The I 
~~.,R~~,Jn the uru--~r. is 
the · Al'tpS'trong nugget, valued at 
$2500. The large pieces in the 
lower . trays are gold - bearing 
quartz. 
LEFT - ThetWyant nugget, val
ued at $270, was added to the col
lection this spring. The piece con-a 
sists of quartz and gold, and was · 
found on Pine . creek near H67:.•. 
ford. 

':l~~JJ~~,u~ 
:r·c-✓~ rv-L✓f/ 

I (4/= .,; &-, /'f .s; 



4/7/38 

PLACER SUMMARY 

1. Present name of property ___.J.,_o_.ll.._n......,~ ... iy...,a=n--t__.? ... l""a __ c~a ... r .... s'---________________ _ 
Operating compa.ey (or individual John ,,yant 
Ad.dress Hereford County Baker 
Location 3; miles above hiGhHay in Pine Creek 
Area of holdings 

12,000' feet along rine Creek in 'rl2S, il39E, Secs. 10,3,2,35 (TllS) 

2. History of property - past and recent: 
·,:orked since 1908; not as a workin_; pro::i;:erty but more for the purpose of dev

elopin_; and openin;; up the ground. "{eported to have been testel thorou~hly. 

3. History of production - yardage moved and bullion shipped: 
Iarda;e unl:".Jiown but ,_;;20,000 produced since 1908. 

4. Development - acres mined, exploration of drilling, shafts, cuts: 
Testeu. ,:,round gives estimate of 1,000,000 yards avera6 in0 }l.00 per· yard, in

cludin~ overburden. .Jepth to bedrock avera_;es 16n'. Pay ::;;ruvel best in fir'st 
yard above bedrock, which averages -.p5 .oo or better per yard. 

5. Water rights - number of ditches, length, priorities., water allowed by law, 
amount actually used (average), length of mining season, av. date begin 
mining in Fall, av. date mining ends in Spring, etc.: 

Hot sure of water right. Uses water as it co.Gies (not ::,ften). Sedrock clri:.:'ting 
in wintertiae using bedrock water v;hich flov;s all yeer around. "Splashl'I da:11 used 
for :;round sluicint; in spring which begins about tirst of ,,1arch and ends July 15 
to July 30. 

6. Geology and General Description: - Elevation above sea, gulch or flat operation, 
topograpey, character of bedrock, kinds of country rock, nature of gravel, na
ture of gold, amount of clq, and boulders, nature of gold, source of gold, 
winter snow conditions, etc.~ Elevation :, t house 4D25'. lulch operation entirely. 
3edrock varies from "shaly "tasalt to conglonerate and rhyoli tic beds. 3oulders 101; 

to 20;;, none over 2'. 75;; of the Jold is in nu;c;ets G:58-846 fine. In a nu.J6et with 
quartz exa uned by 1.:1yself, the quartz shows a hi._;h de.o;ree of ·'"inute :racturin~ and 
shearin~-; partially iron-stained--t:;old is 808 in fineness. n.r[~illi te belt reported 
to cut throu;;h canyon above and all ;ulches ~on taining :~lacer ,_;old re:ported to head 
in shale and ar6illi tes so that probable source of coarse _:;old is pocket type ,.,i th 
the less coarse 1:1aterial bein:; washed down from old high channels. 

7. Equipment - pipe, giants, etc. 
r;o equiprnent except sluice boxes, suull inclined. shaft v,i th rails ond small 

pu:np and windlass. Gne "splnsh 11 J.ar,1. 
8. Remarks - economics: High or low cost, principal drawbacks, reasons for success 

or failure, apparent life of operation based on quantity of gravel, etc. 
John i,ynant h0.s been rnakin::; his l i vin6 on this property, develop in..; it at 

the sa:ne time. If his claius 'jI'e cor.r·ect and ave1°al;es "o.k.", this shoul6. be a 
shovel proposition, providin; sufficient ;,iater can be secured. 

,T. '11yant 's terms are as follows: 
Purchase price f)20, 000 ... 00 
...Jown Payment ;Ji 1,500.00 

}500. OJ per ;uonth or 10>1 royalty with royalty applied on purchase 
.~ price. 



A. EARHEART PLACER 
UPPER BURNT RIVER DISTRICT: 

On Pine Creek, 31 miles southwest, on the John Day 
Highway, f'mm shipping point, Baker, on the Union Pacit'io anc1 
Old Oregon Trall. Located 17 years ago am includes 3 placer 
claims recorded in Baker county. There has bes gold taken 
out ot t.b:t graTel each year since 0111.ed by J. B. Wyant, Hereford, 
Oregon. (Presoott----6/1/37). 

TOM PLACER 
URNT Rll'ER DISTRICT: 

on Pine Creek, 32 miles southwest on the John nay Highway 
from shipping point, Bak.er, Oregon, on the Union Pac :trio anil 
Old Oregon Trail. Located 14 years ago, and consists or 40 
aere-s o1r placer ground, recorded in Baker county. Has beea 
producing each year s 1nce owned by John R. Wyant, Hereford, Ore. 
(Preaco~t--6/1/17). 



iyabt, J"ohn, .Placers 'l'om '.i'om Placer 
NMm OLD NAMES 

12 s· 39 .ii. 2~ & 10 
T R s 

• • • • ~.k.e.r. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • COt:J?ft'Y' 

. -.... . u_p~e, ... ~.n.t .. RJ..v.e.r. .... ..•..• AREA. 

............................... • ELEVATION 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••• • • • • • RO.AD OR III CJfNAY 

-~ ......................... . DI&rANCE TO 
SHIPPING POINI' 

PRESENT LEGAL OWNER (S) . !?PP.. '!'Y!'-P.j,. . ............... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 

OPERA..TOR •.• /PAA ,yz,.;,.t, ••• 

Name of claims , Area Pat. Un.E_at. 

'l'om Tom Group 40 acres JC 

Bonhart Claim 20 acres X 

.New Moon Claim go ecro1 X 

Bulldog Grou12 UiP ~er.ea X 

E2,!!mmNT ON PROPERTY 

1,u-21 

UOld 
l'RINC IP.AL 0.RE MINOR MINER.AL$ 

PUBLISHED m'ERENCES 

ll:>ge.mi 14-A 
Mining *orld, Aug 1941 

MISCELLANEOUS RmORDS 

"Gold nour l'Jl:ining "Old 
Tom Tom.Placer• 

Address •• ilf:rtt"9~~ •• \>fetl&Pll • . . . . -· .......................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . •, ........................................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -· .............................. . 
. .. ~¼'tf~I}, . VN fl.Q'JJ.. 

Name of claims Area Pat. Un.1?,at. 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 

PRESENT LEGAL OWNER (S) 

AREA 

ELEVATION 

RO.AD OR HICHNAY 

DisrANCE TO 
SHIPPING POINI' 

••fa••···~·-· 

, ....................... . 
• • • • • • • • a • • • • • • e e • a e a a • ♦ • a C ♦ • ♦ 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

OPEJ;l.\TOR ••••...•••...••.• -• 

Name of claims Area Pat. Un:E_ato 

Em!IPMENT ON PROPERTY 

i.1!~21 

o/~ 
Le:: 

PRINC IP.AL ORE MINOR MINER.4LS 

PUBLISHED REFERENCES 

~ /,¢-4 
~1,v4·q1 1fv1 ~1ht ~ c/J#Jlf-ht/L/ 

MISCELLANEOUS R:BX,ORDS 

Address .• d.~.t. -~·,, ..... , ....... , ..... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ ........... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
•••111eae$••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Name of claims Area Pat. Unl?,at. 
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