
The Mining J ournal, September 15, 1938 

Fire is stated to have caused a loss of 
$12,000 at the Hidden Treasure mine in 
the Virtue district near Baker, Oregon. 
The property is being operated by Miles 
D. Rombaugh and Mike Hoff of Baker, 
who have sunk the shaft to a depth of 150 _ 
feet and installed a cyanide pilot plant. 
This plant was just ready to be put into 
operation when the fire occured, supposed­
ly started when gasoline was spilled- and 
ignited by a miner's lamp, which in turn 
caused two boxes of dynamite to explode. 
Surface buildings and equipment were re­
ported to be a total loss. Reconstruction 
work is being started and some machinery 
will be purchased. 



PUTTING IN MDL 7 
Another small quartz operation . 

was about to go on a permanent , 
-, basis this week we learn from an 

1 i announcement that the Hidden , 
j Treasure mine on Virtue flat is in- • 
, stalling a small cyanide concen- . I tration plant. According to Miles i 
; Rombaugh who owns the property, 

I the 10-ton plant will be ready in : 
about two -weeks._ This mine. has , 

. produced shipping grade ore for · 
, several years. ;-- -
'I 
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A few miles east of' Baki near 

l 
the highway to Ric_hla · · there 
ar~ tbree mines in. ope 
less tpan •a mile, 'lflyjn 
cality· an air of acUvity. 

There js the Columbian, a pat­
ented mining claim that had been 
closed for nearly 20 years, which 
was taken o v e r in August by 

f Robert Donald, a Baker mining 
! engineer and operator. There is 
a shaft on the property 200 feet 
deep which was filled with de-j 
bris when · Mr. Donald took the 
property over. He equipped "the 

, property with hoist a n d com­
pressor, cleaned the shaft down . 
to the 100-foot level and has 
since been making. regular ship­
ments ot,. . -.ore to th~ .smelter 
at 1'.'a,C#ll, lie trucks the ore to 
Baker or· ~ding on the cars, 
shipping 50 tons to the car. 

Near the Columbian is the Hid­
den Treasure, owned by · Miles 
Rombeau and Mike. Hof.f. They 

, have been operating the prop­
f erty the . past three years, and 

in that time have shipped sev- ' 
l cral cars of high grade ore. At 
s present they· are sinking their 

shaft down t another level. It 
is down 20~;,,feet and as it is 
going down ci\tthe vein they are I 
taking out ore as the~ go. The 

, ore being' taken out in the shaft 
is reported as going $100 a n d 
more per ton. · 

The third property is the Fri­
day where underground develop­
ment is going on. A mill con­
struct.ed on the property ' during 
the. faII should be completed 
ready to run in a short time. 
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