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Report, by H.s.w·. 
Date~ .bam. 9/17/45 

( Gold) Virtue District, Ba,ker County 

Independence Mine 
. ' 

.Anna B. Rick, 1705 15th st., Baker, Oregon 

T. 9S., R. 41E., Sec. 7 .. a. 'lhis is seven mile& via 

the Gray .lagle road to Baar. 

One t'ull q~_rtz olaim calle.d the Laat Chance Claim 

and taken J"uly 1, 1945. 

Old trench88' and proftpeot workings and one vertical 

sha:ft to retleat :pu'.'t interes-t in t.qia pl;'Operty-, but 

essentially .r:10 reliable int"orl!Btion is available· at 

this time ooncemii:g the early ope rat ions hem. The 

vertl cal ehatt 1 s reported]¥ 140 to 160 tee-t. deep and 

re.portedly also, a $9000 pocket was taken out trom its 
' ' 

bottom. No dritti~ or more extensive deve.lopment ie 

kmwn to have been done tran thia smtt~ 

Recent development cons!: stac or a 25 toot adi t end a 12 

toot winze on one ot the early prospect si tea. Here 

several stringers aDd croas structures occur am: the 

recent adit parallel ft an old ane tram w.bi ah it ia sep

ar&ted by only a tew f'eet. The old she,:f't is open al• 
~ v-.-J..L o-,D 

though the collar '8R& 50 or so teet o~ the upper timber-

ing ✓i Ef gone. 

The principle bedroek on the billside on which this claim 

and the adjacent Rachel Mine occur is, a highly altered 
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and sili cified gabbro. In this the vein strikes, N. 16 E. 

am dips very steeply to the east. At the old shaft the 

vein is to be seen as a clean cut P'ersistent vein of 4 to 

6 inches or hard white quartz, frozen to hard silioif'i,ed 

walls and dip,ping 79 degrees to the· east. What appears· 

to be t:te S:i.me quartz is to be seen in the face o:C the 

re cent adi t some 75 teat south west trCXll the exposure at 

the verti oo.. l shaft., . but he re the na tura ot the country 

rook has changed from dense sil1t1tied rock to a triabla· 

one traversed with severel cross srtructures, gouges, 

apli ts and incipient string;era t.o the point where the 

vein loses its clean-cutness. The natuire of the vein 

ma:t erieil likewise changes from the solid white quartz 

fill in the face of the adi t to a vein oompo$ed of' 

broken bunohes of quartz intermixed with gouge and alter

ed wall rook. 

Assays of samples taken by the ownera: and. assayed by 

this department range between 0.245 and 0.84 ounces per 

ton in gold an::l. panning bas r eportedly bean likewise en

couraging. Samples taken by this departnent in connec

tion with this examination include samples of the main 

vein in the mw adit and als,o samples. of various: o:f' 

the cross structures and splits. The samples of the 

main vein assayed O.ll ounoes p:3,r ton. gold for a width 

of 15 inches, in the bottom of the winze and 0.15 f'or a 

width of' 5 inches at the top of the same Winz&. All. assay 
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Eeqnomies 

f'ran a 15 inch cut; on whe:t appeared to be a. split 

ot the same vein near the top or the WiDZ&. yie,lded 

"Qut e trace in gold. In the first . two ~ these samp ... 

les quartz constituted. a.n estin:ated cme 1hir4 of' the 

bulk, the: bala.nc·e bein~ t~~.tion and gouge. The 

thi:m sample contained ess-en tially no quartz. .& 

sample t'ran th.e quartz in th.e i"ace of tbe adi t aa:se:yed 

0.035, omceS' per ton gold tor a 7 inch width. .l 11.mcn-
, . . 

i tic stringer which occurs, on t .he h~ngi.Dg wa,ll side. ot 
' \ 

t ~ vein and wbi ch eon tacta1 ~ t -at apJlroXimate ly ·rtg~ t 

e.ngles·, but ooe-s, not er01!!te through it to tli.e tootwall 

~ip.e aeseyed. 0.01 ounces :per ton. Ot~r cross. slips 

structure occur·, but were not sampled. 

There is no equipment otlli,r 'th.an a. c~in md hand tools. 

as ihe work ck)ne to· date: or contemplated fer· the immed

ia:te fut;ure doe;s not require .llDre elaborate aqtiipment. 

'.Fl:e prospects o:f. blocki~ out ei ttte,r Ehipp1ng or milling 

ore by- a modest amount of development. are net. encouregi.og 

consi daring the spotty and low. assay values am the broken 
. . 

nature of tm. vein a:.s it a,ppears now. Focke-ts, however, 

have been taken :f'"ran. siDUlar showings on edjaesi t claims, 

end to 1he ex.tent that this ia SI), and w11;Jl thi& view in 

mind, a 100derate amount of ad.ditionai oplore.tion might be 

warrs,nted to detenuim v,he;t s-ignif'i s nee and etteat the 

various cross strue"tures e:nd stringers here might have in 

connection W1 th the loce:li tiza:t.ion of su<th a pocket~ Even 
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w1 th this, goal, no great amount ot continued develop

ment 1'0Uld appear to be. justified unless, a: def'inately 

more enc.ouraging and persistent "lead• is encountered 

$00llo 
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LAST CHANCE CLAIM 

Owners: Robert Palm.er and Hugh Denham, Baker. - ------Opera t or : Leased to W. M. Payton, Box 186, Route 2, Baker. 

Virtue District 
Baker County 

Loca tion: I n section 2, T 10 s, R 41 E, 1. M. About 3½ miles northeast of the 
sta tion of Encina on t he r ailroad and highway #30. At a point? miles south
east of Baker. 

Area: the property is homestead land leased to Payton. 

History: No pr evious production, although considerable prospecting work has been 
done in years gone by. · 

Equipment: One small cabin and hand winch. 

Geology: The property lies on a rolling upland which is covered with water-worn 
boulders. At the mine the bedrock is a silicified and oxidi~ed and almost 
unrecogni zable argillite. It is highly crushed and f aulted. The vein con
sists of about 6 to 10 inches of white quartz partly in place and partly 
scattered through a 4 foot zone of limonitic clay and gouge. Both footwall 
and hangin8 wall are di s tinct and clean, the fo r mer stri king N 800 E and 
dipping 60 s , and the latter striking east and dipping 85° to t he south. 
'I'he quartz is nearest t he hanging wall where t he hi ghest values a re also 
said t o lie. The or e is free milling and at t he surfa ce i s sa i d to have 
run 60¢, r ising until at t he present depth of 40feet the l ast assay gave 
$5.60. 1ne ore chute , however, seems t o be rat her narrow, as val ues dis-
appear in either direction along the vein when te s ted by shor t later a l drifts. ----

Development: Ther e a r e t wo shafts located on t he vein about 40' deep and 30' 
apart with short drifts from them at various levels. An old tunnel was 
dug f r om about 200 ' t o the east (downhill) but never rea ched t he chute. 

Economi cs: The leaser is opera ting the property more as an avocation than any
thing else. Only t wo men a r e working. The old tunnel was not opened up 
and used because it would be harder to wheel t he rock that distance than 
hoi s t i t . The timbering is ra t her amateurish and probably wi l l not survive 
t he winter. The values mus t continue t o increase bef ore t he property will 
pay. Although only 12 miles from Baker, the ore i s not yet of high enough 
gr ade. 

Recommendations: Geological indications seem to s uggest tha t t he property may 
have merit as a small operation. The oxidi ze d (and proba bly enriched) 
zone may be qui t e deep, and the large amount of iron stain and limonite 
clay seems to suggest t hat ther e was consi der able mineralizat ion . 

Informant : Mrs . VI . M. Payton 

June 20, 1938 

John Eliot Allen 
Field Geologist 

-------
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