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Portland, Oregon 

A series ot low grade ooal beds mve been encountered by rancberll 111 

drilling wells at various places throughout the eastem em ot the lower 

Powder River Valley, and a minor snount ot prospect~ is reported ,u, bav1ng 

been done on them from time 1n time. However, about 1Q20, a group ot men 

includii:g Measr~. Fellows, Pierce, Perkina and Ray leased a considerable acreage 

and did considerable prospect developiDg in en area located approximately 1n 

Sec. 4.9; T 9$ - R 43E. Some drilling was done md three ahe;L"ta sunk. The 

largest shett was vertical and about 13:> f'eet deep. It cut an irregular, bl'Oken 

up coal seam whi oh was on top ot lava. This lava, as seen on tbs dump, is 

estreaaly :t'ull of bubbl&c holes. The 11ext bi~eat ahatt was 70 teat on about a 

15° inoline. It followed a 4 ::f'oot bed, f'rom w.bioh about 30 to 50 wns were 

mined and sold in Baker. The third incline 118.11 short aDd 011 a tl'it> toot bed ot 

coal which was :reported as bei~ ot better grade than the others. 

breas analy ... were made on the coal, tl:8 results a.re not available at 

this time. The BTU was reported as being high, as was also the ash. In addi

tion, the coal slacked very much, and only spots ot carbonaoioua aoil could be 

to\Dld marki~ "the spot lb.ere clnmkB had been. 
0 . 

A curafry eD111inat1on revealed all 110:ixings 1l> be caved except the vertical 

ahaf't. This was open and with the tini>er in a;pparentl.y good shape~ .but ladders 

were loose end no attempt was made to inspect the section • 

.Although tl:la site or this, particular developnt lies well W1 thin a belt ot 

Tertiary sedimE11ts, I 1::&si tate w assign the coal to that age without Ill)l'e field 

study, as S>me outcrops of' bedrock in the vic1n1 ty appear1 i suapioiously llka 

Clover Creek Greenstone. This latter is ot Pemian age and occurs to oonsiderable 



Page 2. · Coal in Eaatem End of lower Powder Valley. 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

extent on the hills to the north ot Power Powder River Valley. IDcally; 

islands of the Olovar Creek Green.stone oo occur in this Tertiary belto 

li>wever, this point is P1rely of' geologic signif'icance sid in no wise en

hances tbe economic potentialities of' the coal 'Which was mbi.:teetly of' an 

int'erio1· grade. Undoubtedly most of' the coal enco1m.tered by well drilling 

through.out tm valley at large 18 in characteristic ~rtiary Sedimsta, and 

is comparable w tl'.at in the Tertiary eediments near Auburn, Baker County-, 

as described by Gilluly, Bull. 879, u.s.G.s. 

Informants: iml. Pie,roe 
w. li'ellowa 
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