
:UGU MINZ B6ach Arta 

Located in sec. 28 and 33, T. 27 S., R. l4 w. (19.51 acres in NW. 

l of NZ.¼ sec. 3.3 and 80 acres ill NW;t sec. 28) 

9 This ;,.:tacer mine has to its credit perhaps the largetit gold production 

of any of the bla.ck-aU\<l operations of southwest Oreion. The deposit was 

discov,,red a.bout the mindle 60 1 s and actively worked until 187,3. Of late 

years the mine has b,~en 1l'orked with indiff,;;rt;;llt succ6f>fi from time to time.• 

•All the mining hs.s b;:~en done on the smaller tract. The 80-a.crc tract 

is saic to contain do;;posits of black oc:1.no., but their value and extent 

have not b.een prov"n• 

-The old beach saoo.& that were successful.Ly woritd in th•.:, early da.ya. 

out.crop a. few feet ahovt the btd of the eret'k and have a cov<"r of 50 to 

60 fet':t of fine gray sand. A. short d.h,tance up the creE-:k ttey reach water 

level and soon disappear beneath the cr€ek bed.• 

9 The gold is not uniformly distributed., but appean to be in well­

defined streaks or shoots, the richest part of the b2d t~ing th~ east 

or landward side. The golc con.t.,;nt of the material mir .. eci in the early 

days must. have been fairly hi€, h, but th-E::: un?iorkect part of the deposit 

will ?robably not a.vr~e more. than a few cents a ton, althou,_.;,h els.ire 

of tl to $5 a ton in gold are made by thobe most interested. PlatiilWI 

and its associate minerals, osmium and iridillili, occur in a ratio of 5 to 

10 percent of the gold content. 

•At first the creek channel was worked for the gold t.i:lat had con­

centrated from the erosion of the black-sand bcut;. Later tunnels were 

driv,2:n into the outcrops abov<:: wat;;r level, and drifts 1vcre run 

in either direction following defined 1;ay shoots. As the working a were 

extende .. ~ to the east, water 11n.tB encountered, 1'hich sto:.,po::d mining in 

that direction. To the west the shoots •.f::r<=', ,:arK..::'d antil the limit of 

• 



UGLl:: MINE (continued) 

the pay dirt was reached. Finally _!)Umps were installed a.no an attempt 

made to car11r the workings below wat~r ley 1, but this proved too 

expensive, and the mine was closed down; probabl.,, ho'l'ieV&r, not b f'ore 

the richest part of the deposit had been wcrked out. 

"The aaterial mined was trammed in ca.rs to sluice boxes, fitttd ~ith 

riffles and hav.ing the bot.tom cov""r0d with burlap, where it was w&sh.sd 

to obtain a black-sand concentrate containing gold and platinua. The con­

centrate w-as treated by ~a.m6.tion for the gold, little attention being 

given in the early days to the platinum. 

11In recent years a number of attempt& havt, be8n ma.de to opE;n a.nC:. work 

this mine, but all efforts have invariably met with failure. 

Recent Developments 

"About four years ago the property was acquired by some 6an Francisco 

parties and, under thtl cirection of G.W. Bradford, was e:xtell6ively 

prospect.ad by drilling with an Empire hand drill. In all, about 50 holes 

were drilled, all of which are report,:.:d to l)av;;, shovm the r;r;:;;sence of 

gold and platinum. 

"Seamingly th~ drilling was not don€ in a systematic mann~r, and the 

results, which were not available to the writbr, are likely to be unreliable 

and misleading. The drill holes indicated an overburden of 60 to 75 feet 

with an average of perhaps 65 feet.• /Hjrner-) 

•The Eagle mine, on Cut Creek north of the Pion,:.,er mine, was idle at 

the time of visit.. As describf.d by Hornor it cont&ins a bed of black 

sand 200 to 250 fe.-,t wide and several hundred feet lone: that is lE>nticular 

in cross .ection and 6 to 8 feet thick in the mictdle. T'nis bed is composed 



,, 
goW Uiid pJ.B.tinum. bceyt alm16 Gut Cro:;ek, th.;;.r,3 ib a.n ov; rb:1rc:en of ~ 

pr!."',<.h.1ction, of which 5 to 10 pn·cent ,::if tr;.;, valu-2 vr-:,:; in pla.ti.i::u.m and t1wa 

remaindAr in gold. 

Chromite, containing 50 p,2-rcent of Cr2o
3 

Ilmt,ni t.0, containin;:_; SC :,. i'ceA cf TiO2 

Zirconium (Zircon?) containin,g q5 ix,rcent of' 

Percent 
LJ,.20 

15.00 

1.3. 70 

•In addition, the •terial if; said to yield 13.50 1n gold ar..G tl 

in platinum (reckoned at •100 an ounce) to the ton. 

•Owing to t(,e depth of the ov.;;,rburden it ia estimated that 1.., t_.. 

/I 

of crude 881ld. would have to be hand.ltd to obtain l ton of concentr1.:.:te~•/f~r:le~ 
~. Ra:f.: Pardee, Jlr:.39 (quoted) 

Ntr"·f"<" ,, )'ef. i> 'l f1-,, 7n-1) 
• ft ; , -------

R. ll, 

W~ . ..-i j <>ins the Rose i!Wle on the north.. 

-e. tar u •~~.~ bl&ok ..and out.crop& on the prop.;;rty at 
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CD# 5 
Supplenente.ry Inf :Jr,1":·tJ_on 

~lac,c Sa.i.1d was strJ.c~-:: :tn ·:;'·:L, hol:: ful1v !;2:;.1. f,,, ,i:; p_!) ,ve 
::'v:i.t i.n Churn Drill hole 2a. The geol'J3ist in cl:.: r .c:e 
VTas out hunti:.13 up ·,:.r___;a :.tly ne2d 'J.-=i.si1.:;. .',s a result 
'.)Illy a grab ss111pl;:' :V8.3 o,it,-.5.n':d _,f \;:·_;-, fir -:t :;-',J1J_0

•· _;--," -t 
)f -t~~1(~ ~ >]_:-~t-~~-= 3:·_: L- l.. 

'Che next two sc:.:111)le s .· 0::1.~e teJcen E;t two f )Ot intervals. 
a..vid consist of the ei:1ti£e 3 :nple. Excepta:1ce to this is 
a.s follows. Over nignt t. e e was c'. core rise of ten feet. 
The casing was drive11 down c'mdl t :is core rise re,·1oved and 
::.Lise ard.e 1. The asumpt ion ':: •": _;_::1s the.t it 11 , d. ~ ·)me :_::·rofi1 ~.-
s in~le horeizJ,_1 :-:1.nd ;'JaS d.efi.,1i tj:ay ,1ot ,,, _p-,rt -1f the c:ore 
mt b.:,r the pipe. 
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Name: 

Owner: 

Loca'L1on: 

Area: . 

Eagle Mine (Beach placer) 

Mrs . Del.la C. R1dle 

MAR 3G i~39 

Beach Area 
Coos County 

Temporary address is 5010, Oregon. Normally · 
live in vio1n1ty of Bandon, Oregon. 
Thie property is being purchased by the Western 
Consolidated ning Corporation, E. McKenzie, 
Pres1dentt Leo S. Ross, Secretary and General 
] anager of Yakima, Washington. 

4 m1lea north of Bullards, Oregon on the Seven 
Dev111 s road . 

120 acres ore or less of patented ground in 
Secs. 28 and 33, T. 27 s. , R. 14 w. See inolos-
ed sketch. 
The 19 . 51 acres that ls 4e cr1bed in the r-ough 
draft is not correct. This 19. 51 acres is the 
Pioneer lining claim and not a part, of the Eagle . 
From the information I gathered locally, the 
statement that this 1a the largest gold producing 
black sand operation 1n Oregon 1s not correct. 
It muld be nocessa.ry to include the Pioneer Hine 
in order to qualify this atatuent. Otherwise 
the wr1 te-up on the Eagle .Mine is O. K. 

Ini'orm.ant,: J . E. Morrison . 3/25/39 



2033 First Street 
Baker, Orer;on 

STATE DEPAiill-.J~NT OF GEOLOGY AND lHNERAL INDUSTRIES 
1069 State (;ffice Building 239 S ,E . 11 H11 Street 

Portland 1, Oregon Grants Pass, Orer.on 

f_ / !10- - J ., 
REQUEST FOR SAEPlE INFORNATION ~ if. 

'' .,I , The State laW' governing analysis of samples by t he Stat e assay laborato:; i:-:iven \J\ on the back of this blank. Please supply the inforr:tation r equest ed herein as fully as 
possible and subrnit this blank rilled out a l onf with the sample. 

) 

A.re you a citizen of Oregon_..;...a'--'---Dat e on Hhich sample is sent _ _.;::_-__:.:.=2_-.....;:o::..;2=-------

Are you hiring labor? _______________________________ _ 

Are you milling or shipping ore? -----------------------,.-----
Locati on oi' property or source of sample (If legal description is not knovm, give 

location 11ith refe r ence to knm-m geographical point.) 

Tov,mship 

~ample no. 1 

Salliple no. 2 

7 1.1 Ilange __ l ___ Section i:.~ ~uarter section 

Channel (length) Grab Assay for Description 

(Sample s for as~;ay shoulJ be at least 1 pound in weight.) 

( Signed V id J_ • 'bi te 

DO NOT vl..UTE BELOH THIS LINE - FC1R OFFICE US~ CrNLY - USE OTHER SIDE IF .DESIRED 

.Y ot Geo . 

o ., 31 l )..," 08 , .. ':l Bldg., 0 tl n • egon 
Sarr.ple GOLD SILVw. CHROME IRON 
number oz ./T. Value oz./T. Value Cr~O~ Fe 
-13281 - - - - - - - - - - 45.21~ 20. 7'J1, - - - - - -MG-348 

p 

Heport issued _____ _ Card fi l ed ____ d.ep ort mai leu~S-5_2 __ Called for 

J.s 

SIR-5 



STATE DEPARTHENT OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES 
2033 First Street 
Baker, Oregon 

1069 State Office Building 239 S .E . "H" Street 
Portland 1, Oregon Grants Pass, Oregon 

f!_ /J70( 

REQUEST FOR SA!'~PLE INFORMATION 6v.,_;0.3 
1 

-1:<-
The State law governing analysis of samples by the State assay laboratory is giv en 

on the back of this blank. Please supply the information r equest ed herein as fully as 
possible and submit this blank i'illed out along with the sample. 

Your name in fo ll Coast Minerals Co. by George E. Murphy 

Post ofi'ice ac.ld r ess 3ll___LIDILbermens Building, Portland, . Oregon 

Are you a citizen o.f Oreeon Yes Date on which sumple is sent 11-29-52 -~~--~~----
Name (or names) of mmers of the property ____ p_a-"r~t~n~e=r~s~h~ic...;p ____________ _ 

Are you hiring labor?_=Nc..::o:.__ ____________________________ _ 

Name of claim sample obtained from __ E_a~g_l_e_m_i_n_e __________________ _ 

Are you milling or shipping ore? No --------------------------
Location of propert y or source of sample (If legal description is not lmown, give 

location with reference to lmown geographical point.) 

County _____ G_o_o_s ________ _ 1-~ining district Coos Bay ----------"-----
Township_~2~7~....s___ Range_l._4 W Section 3-3~-- ~uarter section _______ _ 

How far from passable road and name of road On Seven Devils road 

Channel (length) Grab Assay for Description 

Sample no. 1 

Sampl e no. 2 

Iron ratio - Black s~a=n=d"---­
processed 

(Srunples for as:-;ny should be a t least 1 pound in weight.) 

(Signed) ___ Ge_._o_r~g_e_~_._l~_u_r_p_h=y _____ _ 

DO NOT W;UTE BEL01.J THIS LINE - FGR OFFICE USE GNLY - USE OTHER SIDE IF DESIR.ED 

Description _______ _ 

Sampl e GOLD SILVill r. l-T",.J ()lvffr. T Rlil\T _ _RAT.l.O 
'nm1ber oz. /T . Value oz . /T . Value cra0-3-_. Fe f'!r-Fe 

l -1370c - - - - - - - - - - 50.40% 11.?5% 2.9 - l.D - -

H.eport issue:l. Card filed itep ort mailed 11-25-52 Called for ------ -----

SIR- 5 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

~G.LoE J.!ilN-:: {Be&ch lacer ) Beach Area 

O~ner : Lrs. Della c. i dle 

.i. emporary ada.ress is cio, uregon. Gener lly 
lives in vicinity of bandon, uregon . his proper-
ty is being purchase by the Jestern Consoli ated 
ilining Corporation,~.~ Chenzie, president, Leo$ . 
noss, sec1·et&ry - ener~l manuger, Ya ~ima, · .. ush­
ington . 

ocation: 

. area : 

4 miles north of Bullara.s, Oregon, on the ueven 
Devils J.'1.0&0. • 

120 a cres more or less of patenteu ground in secs. 
G8 and 33, ' . c.7 0 . ' L o l':i: ,1 . 

"'l'ne a.eposi t was d.is coverea. about the mi dale 00 1 s anu 
actively wo'rA.ea until 1875 . Of lc:1 te yec1rs the mine nas b ..,en 
worKeu with inuifferent success from time to timeo 

''.all the mining has been one on the smaller tra c t . The 
BO- a cre tract is said to contain deposits of bleck $bnu, but 
tI.1eir Vblue a.nu extent have not been proven. 

' 'I'he ola. beach ana.s tl at were successfully worked. in the 
early a&ys outcrop a i'ew feet above the bed of the creek and 
h&ve ti cover of 50 to 60 i'eet of fine grey sando short 
distance up tLe creeA. they reach water level ana. soon disappear 
beneu th tr1e creeK bea. . 

"he -olu. is not uniformly ctistributed, but appears to 
be in 1ell- eiinea. streaKs or shoots, tne richest part of the 
bed oeing tne ebst or lana.ward si e . The bola. content of the 
materiul mined. in tne ea1·ly a.o.ys must have been fairly high, 
but the unworKeu art of' the a.eposi t will probably not c...ver­
a e more than a 1·ew cents a ton , although claims of -nJl to .,,.,5 
u ton in gola. are made by t.nose most inte1·ested. . latinum 
bna. its us socia te miner&ls, osmium e.1.na. iriuium., occur in o. 
rhtio or~ to 10 percent of the ola content. 

".n t f'irs t the creek cl1unnel was wort:e for the gola. t at 
had concentrt.teu from the erosion of tne bluc.K sana. beas. 
J..Jater tunnels were a.riven into tl!e outcrops above water level, 
ana. ri!'ts were run in ei t.L.er ctirection following a.e1 ined pay 
s oots . s t11e woudngs wer·e extena.eu to tJ,e ekl.st, water was 



RAGLE MIN11.: {continued) 

encountered, w.hich stopped mining in that direction. · To the 
west the shoots were wor.trnd until t.t1e limit of the poy airt 
1,11a.s ree.ched. .tinally pumps were inste.lled ana an attempt 
made to carry the workings below water level, but t.ais proved 
too expensive, anu the mine was closeu down; probubly, now­
ever, not before the richest part of the deposit h&d been 
wor.Ked out. 

"The material mined was trammed in cars to sluice boxes, 
fitted with riffles and having t he bottom covered with burl&p, 
wl1ere it was we.shed to obtci.in a blac.i:.. sb.nd concentrc:1. te con­
taining gola. and platinum. Tl~e concentrb.te was treated by 
ti.malga.mbtion for the golQ, little attention bein6 given in 
t.i.1e ea:,:ly days to the platinum. 

"ln recent yeurs b. nu!J.lber- of attempts have been m&de to 
open and work trlis mine, but all efforts m.1ve invariably met 
with failure. 

1.tecent Developments. 

".About four ye!:i.rs ago the property was e1cquired by some 
Sc1n Frf;;lncisco parties e.nu, una.er the etirec tion of G. W. Brad­
ford, w&s extensively prospected by drilling with on ~mpire 
nand drill. In all, t.bout bO holes were a.rilleu, all of' which 
are reportea. to .na ye shown the presence of gold and platinum. 

"Seemingly, the drilling was not a.one in a system&tic 
marmer, &nd t11e results, which were not availb.ble to the 
·writer·, are likely to be unreliable e1nd misleading. Tue drill 
holes indicated an overburden of 60 to 75 feet with an e1verage 
of perhaps o5 feet." ( .ttef: Hor·nor 18) • 

"The ~a 5 le mine, on Cut Cr-eeJ.C north of tne Pion"ler mine, 
was ia.le ti. t the tit1e of' visit. ..s ae scribed by rtornor it 
con ta ins a beu of bl& CK s1:ind 200 to 2b0 feet wide &ri.d sever·ul 
11w1dreu feet lon t.nat is lenticular in cr·oss section and 6 
to 8 feet tnicK in the midcile. This bed is composed of chror::1-
i te, m&gnetite, ilmenite, &nu other heavy minerbls, with a 
li ttl_e gola. ana. platinum. 1:i";xcept &long Gut CreeK, there is an 
overburden of 50 to 60 feet of fine-grained gray sund. Part 
of the deposit that htis been worKed, mainly by drifting, is 
saia. to llave maa.e a relatively large production, of which 5 
to 10 :percent of the vt-lue was in platinum bnd. the remainuer 
in €,Old. 

" ccording to a report made in 192? by ;r. D. ).vrereen for 
the owners ot· tne property, a layer averaging 5¼ feet thick 



~AGLE .1.. N~ (continued) 
_ _.., 

yields 50 per·cent of concentrate composed as follows: 

Percent 

Chromite, containing 50 percent of Cr203 ':t-4.20 
,-1agneti te 18.90 
Ilmenite, contc1ining 50 percent of Ti0z 15.00 
L.irconit.l.I1 (Zircon ?) containing 95 percent 

of L.rSi04 13.70 
91.80 

"In auu.i tion, the material is said to yield .;3.50 in gold 
Qnu vl.00 in pl~tinum (reckoneu at vl00 un ounce) to the ton. 

aowing to the aepth of the ove1:burden it is estimated 
that 17 tons or crua.e sc1n<i would h1:;1.ve to be hanuled. to obtain 
l ton of concentrate.'' (Hef: lurdee, 34:39 - quoted; Hornor, 
18:18,19 - quoted). 

teport taken from: 

' Bulletin .1.,0. 14-C, Vol. 1. , regon ,~etal Hines Handbook, pages 
19, 20, 01:. 21. 



PIOmER and~ .. 'EAGLE · D 1S (Pl oer) 
{supplement to report in Bull. 14-C, vol. 1, 

PP• 19 & 25) 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Be ch Area 
Coos County 

wner: Leased by Coast inerals Comp ny, Oregon, Ltd., 311 
Lumbermen•s Building, Portland, Oregon, in 1952. The concen­
trating plant of this company is located on the west ide of 
he Seven Devils road four ( ) miles north of the .Bullard•s 

ferry on the Coquille River near Bandon. The Coast ·ner ls 
Company is a partnership consisting of Messrs. George E. and 
Harry Murphy. 

iscellaneous Information: At the time of this visit (Aug. 
20, 1952) an open pit estimated to be 100 yards long, 40 feet 
deep and 30 feet wide had been completed. Black sand w a ex­
posed in the north end of the pit. Stripping operations were 
being conducted by the Wright Construction Company, a ichigen 
corporation. L. W. Deberry was the superintendent of these 
operations. Equipment observed consisted of two large Cater­
pillar bulldozers. a oarryall {earth mover), tilld a dragline 
(about li y~rd capacity}. 

The concentrating plant is ell constructed and 1s electrically 
operated. A screw feeder regulates flow of s nd from a hopper 
to a belt conveyor that carries the ore to a vibrating screen. 
[aterial is pumped from the screen to a distributor feeding 

12 economy tables. Middlings from these tables are rerun on a 
thirteenth table. An amalgamator and retort are used to re­
oov r gold and the re idue from the am.algamator is retabled to 
obtain a platinum concentrate. Black sand concentrates con­
sisting mainly of chromite, magnetite, g rnet, zircon, olivine, 
and a small omount of monazite are being stockpiled for possi­
ble future treatment in a plant being planned to separate these 
minerals. 

11e12ort by: D. J. W. Sept. 2, 1952 

Visited! Aug. 20, 1952 by L. R. and D.J.,. 

Informant: oeorge Murphy 



CRIB MINERAL RESOURCES FILE l 

RECORD IDENTIFICATION 
RECORD ~O•••••••••••• 
RECORD TY PE•••••••••• 
COUNTRY/ORGANIZATION. 
FILE LIMK I O••••••••• 
HAP CODE ND. OF REC •• 

REftflR.Tl.R 

f0l3~ =5 
ll~ 
usqs 
ccN sv 

NAME••••••••••.•••••.•• •• ., • ._ti- ·•• 

OAT-E ••••• •• ••• • •• •• •• •• • •-t • •• •• 

HlME AND Loc,110N ~ 
OE ~BSIT NAKE••••••••••••••••~ 

HiklNG DISTRICl/ftREA/SUBOIST. SE.AtH AREA 

COUNTRY CDDE••••••••••••••••• US 
COUNTRY NAME: U'C ITED STATES 

STAIE CODE••••••••••••••• OR 
STATE NAME: JRESON 

COUNTY ••••••••••••••••••• COOS 

QUAD SCALE 
1: 

LA. 11 TUDE 
43-ll-43N 

UTM NJRTHING 
4783200. 

TWP .. ••... 27S 
RANGE •••• l'tW 
SE.Cll!lN •• 33 
MERIDIAN. W. M. 

QUAD NO OR NAME 
&ANDON 

LONGITUDE 
124-21-43 W 

UTK EASTING 
389350. 

un, 1LNE ND 
♦ 10 

POSITION FROM NEAREST PROMINENT LOCALITY: Nl/2 NEl/4 

CDHHODITY INFORMATION 
COMMODITIES P,ESENT •••••••••• AU 

DRE MATERIALS (NlNER~LS.ROCKS,EfC.): 
ElVY Ml~ER4LS 

MAIN ORE MINERALS: 
HEAVY _M_l_NL~ALS 

LEE, W 
7\ Ul 

I .. 

...... 



EXPLORATION ANO OEVELDPNE NJ 
STATUS OF EXPLOR. OR DEV. 1 

GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY 

. AGl:. l' 

GEOLOGICAL DESCRlPTJVE NOTES. SE. O OF BLACK SANO 200- 25 0 FE[l iHDt,. SfVE.RAL HUNDRED FE ET LONG AN D b TO U h .::E T 
THICK. OIIERSURDEN □ F 50 TO 60 ff. El OF FINE-GRAINED GRAY SA.NO .. 

GENEtAL REFERENCES 
l) ODGMI BULL. · lt-c,. VOL. 1. P. 19 
2} uses CIRCULAR e. P. 39 
3) ORE BIN, VOL. 25• P. 102-103 

! ,_ 
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