
PIONEER and ~GLE MINES (Placer) 
(Supplement to report in Bull. 14-C, vol. l, 

pp. 19 &. 25) 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Bee.ch Area 
Coos county 

Owner: Leased by Coast Minerals Company, Oregon, Ltd., 311 
Lumbermen•s Building, Portland, Oregon, in 1952. The concen­
trating plant of this company is located on the west side or 
the Seven Devils road four (4) miles north of the Bullard's 
ferry on the Coquille River near tiandon. The coast Minerals 
Company is a partnership consisting of Messrs. George R. and 
Harry :Murphy. 

Miscellaneous Information: At the time of this visit (Aug. 
20, 1952) an open pit estimated to be 100 yards long, 40 feet 
deep and 30 feet wide has been completed. Black sand was ex­
posed in the north end of the pit. stripping operations were 
being conducted by the Wright Construction Comp~ny, a Michigan 
corporation. L. w. Deberry was the superintendent of these 
operations. ~quipment observed consisted of two large cater­
pillar bulldozers, a carryall (earth mover), and a dragline 
(about lt yard capacity). 

The concentrating plant is well constructed and is electrically 
operated. A screw feeder regulates flow of sand from a hopper 
to a belt conveyor that carries the ore to a vibrating screen. 
Material is pumped from the screen to a distributor feeding 
12 economy tables. Middlings from these tables ere rerun on a 
thirteenth table. An amalgamator and retort are used to re­
cover gold and the residue from the amalgamator is retabled to 
obtain a platinum concentrate. Black sand concentrates con­
sisting mainly of chromite, magnetite, garnet, zircon, olivine, 
and a small amount of monazite are being stockpiled for possi­
ble future treatment in a plant being planned to separate these 
minerals. 

heport by: D. J. w. Sept. 2, 1952 

Visited: Aug. 20, 1952 by L. li. and D.J.W. 

Inf orma.n t: George .i;.,'.iurphy 



PIONEER MINE (Be&ch placer gold) Beach Ares. 
Owner: Alex H. Smith,% Blindcraft, 7th. & Howard, San Frs.ncisco, C2lif. 

Leased to Western Consolidated Mining Corporation, E. McKenzie, 
president; Leo S. Ross, s.::cretary-trsasurer, Yaki·~a, Washingt,:m. 

Location: L·)cated about 4 miles north of Bullards, Oregon, 0n the Seven 
Devils Road. 

Area: 1 patented mining claim 19.51 acres in the W} of the W½ of the 
NE¼ of sec. 33, T. 27 S., R. 14 W. 

General Information: The Western Consolid~,;t,~d sp nt about $17,000 on 
this property from July 15 to October 15, 1938. They set up a 
plant, and according to Mr. J. :s.- Babington, the watchmanll 0YJ.ly 
about 30 yards was run through the plant, and t!'ley were uw_:,ble to 
make a satisfactory recovery. The property has been idle since 
October 15th of last year. The black sands occur on the averago 
of about 52 feet below the surface; the ,!hole claim has been 
mined, and only small areas of virgin ground can be found thr,t the 
old timers have not worked. There are 3 long tunnels on this pron­
etty which are caved, the longest of which is 1,340 feet. 

Equip'llent: One JO" x 7211 Trammel Screen. 
Two 30" Ti tal Hydraulic Jigs 
One Ti tan Rot&ry Am&lg1:tma tor 
One 45 hp Fairbhn1cS Morse Diesel 
One 43 a.mp. 220 volt A. C. Generator 
Four pumps 
One 2/5 yd. Erie Steam Shovel 
Two 3 t,:m Pierce Arrow Trucks 
One Fordson tractor 
One 7 hp D.C.Diesel Gener.:itor Set 

Informant: J.E. Morrison, March 25, 1939. 

"This property adjoins the Eagle to the soutl:p a~1 is reported to h~ve 
been patented in 1872. The claim was located in 1866 by A.H. ~inch ~nd Jotn 
Ds.i'Ile, and later sold to Simor. Lsne, "'Iha worked the mine actively until the 
middle 7'.J's, when it was closed. Some ye2-rs later the claim was sold to 
Capt. Smith and son, of San Fr~ncisco, the pr3sent owners, but no attem?t 
has been made to work it. At the ttm~ of the author's visit, C. iv. Smith: 
".>ne cif the owners., 'ss.s on the gr:JU.nd for the purpose of interesting men in 
the property. 

"The vrnrkings are in the same deposit as the E2rrle Mine, and the methods 
of mining, and treatment were similar to those used at the Eagle." (R":;f: 
Horner, 13:21 c:uoted). 

"At the time of examination the mine was being oper,~ted with sluice boxes 
suitable for the small head of water then available, and a drsgline scraner wc:8 
being 1sed to remove 15 or 20 feet of overburden consisting of gri,_y sand. 

"The pay streak is a layer of black sand 3 feet .'.)r more thick, the rich­
er part of which was mined through drifts said to ha_ve hc·en made more than 
60 years ago. Some of the mining timbers as well as an occasional huge log 
of drift wood are exposed by the present workings. Samples of the black 
sand remaining averaged about 3 percent of magnetite and 55 percent of chro­
mite and ilmenite together. Gold and platinum alloy were being recoverec by 
sluicing. A sam.'._)le of the platinum alloy as determined by a spectr,JgraDhic 
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examination by George Steiger in the laboratory of the United States Geolog­
ical Survey is composed of a relatively very large amount of platinum and 
smaller amounts of iridium and ruthenium. It contains in addition a possible 
trace of rhodium but no osmium of palladium. 

"Most of the black-sand tailings resulting from former operations at the 
Pioneer mine were washed down Cut Creek until they reached a ponded area near 
the sea known as the Lagoons, where they have formed a deposit several acres 
in extent. A sample from a hole J feet deep at one place contained 4 percent 
of nagnetite and 60 percent of chromite and ilmenite. It is said that the 
tailings in the Lagoons contained unrecovered gold and platinum, and in 
July 1931 a machine designed to test the deposit for these metals was being 
installed. The result was not learned". (Ref: Pardee 34:38 quoted). 

ROSE MINE Beach Area 
Owners: C. D. Walker, J. L. Berghamer, J. H. Fackler, Edith Covert, 

Leng Dafoe 

"An old placer mine, t11e Rose, is on the south branch of Twomile creek, 
at an altitude of 150 feet, 150 acres in the NE¼ sec. 21, T. 27 S., R. 14 w., ~bout 
7 miles north of Bandon, Ore. 

"This ,:1l.11c- ·;.,,:ts loc·11:.:c1 rnc~ worked for :o. rn.unber of yer1rs by .Abr&ham 
Rose, wh,) is reported to have recovered considerable gold and platinum from 
the black sands and gravel by ground sluicing. The property in recent ye,rs 
pas,ed into the hands of a Detroit, Mich., company, bee.de,~ ty Dr. Ewell and 
George De Foe, and they equipped it with a gasoline-driven centrifug& l pur:rp 
to operate a hoze and nozzle. The sc.nd and gravel were T.o.sred from a 20 to 
25 foot bc,nk end carried by a bedrock flume to a mechanic~ lly driven rocker, 
which removed the li§,ht material and part of the black sands. The concen­
tre.tes from the rocker were passed over a pinder circular t,,ble, mercury and 
soda being added. The gold and pls.tinum were collected as an amalgam and 
the black sand ,<'ent to waste. 

"The plant r2.n about four m.::mths, when it v,Ets closed dov:n, hf,ving proved 
a f e.il ure. " 

11 A s&mple (H-131) was tE:ken from a bed of maf'dve bhck sand Lf feet 
thick, exposed in an old ditch near the foot of the 25-foot bank. The bed 
at this point rest:.:- on a shale bedrock. The sample v.·&s bcrren". (Ref: 
Hornor·, 18: 24 1uoted). 

SENGSTACKY:N MINE (Plncerf 
Owner: Henry Sengstacken Co., 
Location: 180 acres in the E½ 

l J.. NE4 of the SE4 of sec. 
8 number of years. 

Beach Areh 
Marshfield, Oregon 
of Sec. 25. The mine is locstsd in the 
25. T:tis property hE,s not boen oDerated for 

Informant: J.E. Morrison, March 4, 1939; 

"Sample H-120 was taken from the face of an old cut shov,ing 4 feet 10 
inches of blcck, heavy, consolida.ted SE-nd with prohs.bly 5 to 6 feet of s2.nc and 
::oil covering. Bene&Lh the bed of black sand is fine iron-stained ber.ch scrnd. 

"Tl-:::e de1Josi t outcrops e_ t 2.11 elevel tion of 60 fest necr tts to? of 3 he~ vJ-



ly wooded bluff ne&T the head of Talbott Slough on lend owned by H. Sencr-tr:cken 
in the SE¼ of NE¼ of Sec. 25, T. 26 S. R. 14 W. Tte depod t h2, s been opened 
by a number of prospect cuts and shallov: pi ts end appe2.rs to be of sma 11 ex­
tent. No work has been done in recent years. 

"The sample showed a gold and platinum c~intent of 0.01 ounce 2 ton." 
(Ref: Hornor, 18:16 quoted). 

U. S. MINING CO. 
Oregon corporation; capitalization $50,000; Chester A. Sheppard, 1208 

Public Service Bldg., Portl~nd, Oregon, president; Emery Olmstead, 2619 
Cornell Road, Portlcind, Orc:gon, secretary-trecsurer. 

Property: SW¼ and NE¼ sec. 16, T. 27 S. , R. 14 W. , containing 320 acres; 
the Sw¼ is the Fletcher-Myers property (which fee) and the NE¼ was secured 
from D. A. Long; situated about 3 miles NE of Bandon in marine sands about 
100 feet above sea level. No activity in 1938. 

WESTERN CONSOLIDATED MINING CORPORATION Beach Area. 
E. McKenzie, president; Leo S. Ross, secretary and general manager, 

Yakima, Washington. 

Purchasing under contract the following properties which are described 
elsewhere: 

Eagle Mine 
Lane Extension Mine 
Pioneer Mine. 

• 



Pioneer ~' Coos County ( 6} miles north of Bandon) 

' Samples: , ,, ,, , ,. 
- 'I, 

/' ' 

1. Ty:i'€r cut about 5ff wide, 5" deep, 4' high on a black sand lens. 
Sample for chromite content by .::.:arl K. Hixon. The black sand is 
in the sh~pe of a wedge, the thinest on the ocean side, about 7}' 
average thickness, 300' wide, and reportedly a mile lone. It is 
overlain by white dumed sand. 

2. Sample from tailings below .§J,.uice. 3 variations at each of (a) heads, 
(b) center, (c) tail of pil~. Taili!J€s about l' thick. 

/'w.r_t;_,, 

3. Sample from dry tailines ~ above sluices. Considerable black 
sand. 

4. Salllple froL'l Bun~ers, now opern.ted. 



Pioneer Mine , Coos County (6J miles µorth of Bandon) 

- •' Samples : 
~..J.-

1. ~ cut about 5" wide, 5" deep, 4 ' high.., on a black sand lens . 

2 . 

SaJnple for chromite c ontent by Earl K. Nixon . The black sand is 
in the sb.apc of a wedge , the thinest on the ocean side, about 7½' 
average thickness, 300 ' wide, and reportedly a mile long . It is 
overlain by whited~ sand • .,,., .. 

~1,.,.,.J/4,1/ f-l'o~ 

Sample from tailings below sluice . 3 ~"ca:i!:;l~l::ii¼a.~ each of (a) heads, 
(b) center, (c) tail of pile . Tailings about l ' thick . 

r-.ac:.c 
3 . Sample from dry tailings~ above sluices . Considerable black 

sand . 

4 . Sample from Bunkers, now operated. 

<t'c-v~-:tL;L . 



Name : 

Owner: 

Locat1o : 

Area: 

Pioneer ne ( Beach Placer Gold) 

Alex H. Smith, 
o / o Bl1ndcra.tt, 
7th & Howard, 
San Francisco, Cal1forn1a. 

MAR 3 G 1939 

Beach Area 
Coos County 

Leased to Western Consolidated Mining Corporat1on, 
E. cKenz1e, President, 
Leo S. Ross, Secretary- Treasurer, 
Yak1ma, Washington .. 

Located about 4 miles north or Bullards, Oregon on 
the • Seven Devilb Road. 

• 

1 patented mining claim 19 . 51 acres 1n the • ½ of 
the .½ ot the N. E. i of sect.ion 33, T. 27 s. , R. 14 • 
See enclosed sketoh. 

General The le-stern Consolidated spent about .::,17,000 on this 
In.formatlon:property from July 15 to October 15, 1938 . They set 

!up a plant, and according to [r . J . E. Babington, the 
watchman, only about ~O yards as run through the 
plant, d they were unable to make a satisfactory 
recovery. The property has been idle since October 
15 of last year. The black san s occur on the aver­
age 0£ about 52 i'eet below- the sur:tace, d the hole 
clai ha. been · ne- , an nly small areas of virgin 
ground can be found that the old timers have not ~ork­
ed. There are 3 long t nnels on this property which 
are caved, th longest of which is .l,340 teet. 

7'J:J/,;:-/ 8 $t{. /h,e_, 
Equipment : One 30" x 7g1t Tremmel Screen. 

Two 30" Ti tan Hydraulic Jigs . a fs o ~ n e 1 :i "Jj, 
One Titan Rotary Amalgams.tor . 
One 45 h .p . Fairbank Morse Diesel. 
One -48 amp . 220 volt A. C. Generator . 
Four Pumps . 
One 2/5 yd. Erie Steam Shovel . 
Two 3 ton Pierce Arrow Trucks. 
One Fordson Tractor. 
one 7 h . p . D. C. Diesel Generator Set . 

Informant : J . E. Morrison. 3/25/39. 



2033 First Street 
Baker, Orer;on 

p_ ;s-751 
/f /} 

STATE DEPARTI-:ENT OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES __, 
1069 State Gl'fice Building 239 S.E . 11H11 Street 

Portland 1, Gregan Grants Pass, Oregon 

REQUEST FOR SAI-~PLE INFORMATION 

The State law governing analysis of sampl es by the State assay laboratory is given 
on the back of this blank. Please supply the infor1:1ation requested herein a s i'ully as 
possible and sublnit this blank i'illed out alonf with the sample. 

Your name in full ____ Ge_ o_r-g_e_F..;_. _M_ur-'-.~h""'-______________________ _ 

Post office a:.ldress 211 Lumbermans Buildj_ng, Portland, Oregon -------------------"'----------------
Are you a citizen ot Oree:on _____ Datc on which swnple is sent ___ D_e_c_. _ , 5_3 _______ _ 

Narne ( or names) 01' mmers of the property ----------------------
Are you hiring labor? --r--------------------------------
Name 01' claim .sample obt ained from -------------------------
Are you milling or shipping ore? --------------------------
Locat5on 01' property or source of sample (If l egal description is not known, give 

location 1•1:i..th r eference to knm·m geographical point.) 

County Coos -----~----------
Township 2'7 S Range 14 W Section __ 3_3.___ Quart er section w! of W½ of NEt 

How far from pas sabl e road and name oi' road ---------------------

S9.rnple no. 1 

Saruple no . 2 

Channel (length) Grab Assay for Description 

Upgraded Cr t abl e concentrate 

(S<lffiples for ass;J.y shoulcl be at least 1 pound in weight.) 

(Signed)_--"Ge= or.,__g,__e"'-"E"""._....Mur= ..... P~h..,.~---------

DO NOT WJ.ITE BELrnJ THI S LINE - FC1R OFFICE USZ GNLY - USE OTHER SIDE IF DESIRED 

Description -------------------------------------

Sarr,ple GOLD SILVill CHROME 7.,.t)~ 
number oz . / T. Value oz . /T . Value Cr~-- - ,i::-,. --c----

~-~i P-15781 - - - - - - - - - - 50. 70% - - - - - -

H.eport isnued Card filed ileport maileu 12-23-53 ------ ----- Called for 

SIR-5 
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STATE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY 
AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES 

702 WOOOLARK BUILDING 

PORTLAND 5, OREGON 

September 1, 1949 

9.:nple submitted by F. W. Libbey ------------------
:l.Illple received on August 17, 1949 ----------------------
rialy sis requested;.__ __ Ch_r_o_m_e..:;.,_I_r_o_n_a_s_sa_y ______ _ 

Lab. No. 

P-9042 

P-9043 

Sample Marked 

Pioneer 
Cone. no. 1 

Govt. plant 
Cone. no. 2 

Results of Analysis 

Chrome ( CI'2 o3) 47.35% 

Iron (FeO) 24.06% 

Chrome (Cr203) 40.62% 

Iron (FeO) 22.64% 

£o 
I 

c,~-~ 
r _ er o~ )...- ). 7 to \ 

f-~o4-.3 
/,~<tto I 

s~<cL---- c\ 
\AJaf~-f :: 

.-A ~ ( \ \ ~ /\.. C-'l v .) / . 

~rt. ,::(-1" C • I 

. -:} M -. ~- [) / 
• \""' l ' r-4-"- ;" ,_; • 

• ~ V--,iA. I 

, .ru f -Hi ,Ny k i/' ~ 

Analysis by: l \,....(. 

Remarks 

Equivalent to 18.72% Fe. 

(1~- \o 1.1~/~ 
Equivalent to 17.60% Fe. 

,.. ' ·'t vr ' ,.,. 
,J. 

The Depa tment did not participate in the tak.ng of this sample 
and as:,wnes responsibility only for the anaJ ytical results. 



CRIB MINERAL RESOURCES FILE l 

RECORD IDENTIFICATION 
RECORD~□ •••••••••••• 
RECORD TYPE•••••••••• 
COUNTRY/ORGANIZATIOh. 
FILE LINK ID ••••••••• 
HAP CODE NO. OF REC •• 

REPORTER 

K0.3~2. 
>t Ht 
USG!> 
C. LN S\i 

NA~E••••••••••••••••••••••••••• LEf, W 
OA T~••••••••••••••••••••••••••~ 7\ 01 
UPDATED •••••••••••••••••••••••• 78 10 
BY•••••••••••••••••••••••• •• ••• B~ADLEY, R.; WALKER , G. W. 

t..,l'$E ANO U}CATI O~ ~ 
DEPOSIT NAME ■•••••••••••••••• ~ 

MINING DISJR1C1/tREA/SUBDIST. i[~CH AREA 

COUNTRY CODE ••••••••••••••••• JS 
COUNTRY NAME: U~ITEO STATES 

STATE CDDE••••••••••••••• OR 
STATE NAME: □ RE~ON 

COUNTY ■•••••••••••••••••• COUS 

OUAC SC/llE 
1: 

LATITUDE 
't : -11-J.7N 

UTM NORTHING 
47e3ooo. 

27S 
14W 

QUAD NO OR NUiE 
BANDON 

LONGITUDE 
12 4c-21-4 7W 

UTM EASTING 
389250. 

TWP •••••• 
RANGE •••• 
SE.Cl'ION •• 
MERIDIAN. 

33 
~ILLAMEllE 

UTK ZOt;E NO 
+10 

?OSI l l JN FRDK ~EA REST PROM l NENf LOC4L HY: 't MILES '-1. OF !:UlLAftD S, CH ~EVEN DE: VIL S RO. 

LOCATION COKKENTS: 1/2 OF W 1/2 DF NE 1/4; 1 PATENlEO hlhlhC CLAIH . 19.51 AfRES . 

CJhMCDITY INFORMATJGN 
COMMO DITIES PRESENT•••••••••• ~U PT 

ORE MATERIALS (MINER~LS.RDCKS.Erc.): 

t 



MINOR ORE MI~£RALS: 
MAGNETITE 

EXPLORATION ANO tEVELOPKENT 
STATUS OF EXPLCR. OR DEV. 

YEAR OF DISCOVERJ •••••••• 
SY WHDK•••••••••••••••••• 
PRESENT/LAST OkNER••••••• 
PRESENT/LAST JPERATOR ■■•• 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 

DEPOSIT PIPES: 
BEACH f'LACE~ 

FDR~/SHAPE OF CEPOSJJ: 

SI2E/DIRECT10~AL DATA 

6 
PROPERTY IS INACTIVE 
18bb 
A. H. HINCH 
ALEX H. SHITtt 
!IES TE RN COtiSOLI DATED M1NlNG CCKPCRA 1ION 

DEPTH TD TOP •••••••• 52 FT 
MAX THICKNESS •••••••• 3 FT 

DESCRIPTION OF WOR(INGS 

COHHENTS(DESCRJP. OF WORKINGS): 
3 CAVED TUNNELS. THE LONGEST 3F ~hlCH IS 1.940 FT. 

PRODUCTION 
YE~ 

AN-NUAL PRODUCTION (O RE ,COMMOD.,CJ NC .. ,OVERBURO.} 

PlOOUCTlDN COMMENTS •••• SHALL PRaDUCilON. 

GEDLDGJ ANO MlNERALCGY 
HOST RDCK TYPES•••••••••••••• 3LACK SANOS IN BEACH SANDS 

GECLOGICAL DESCRlPtlVE NOTES. f>AY S'"(J.:EAK IS LAYE J-:EO BLACK SAN L 3 FEET OR MCRE THJCK. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

I •. 

THE ~INE HAS A HISTO~Y OF NUMEROUS ATlEMPTS 10 SEl UP A PAYING OP~RAT JON . BEC~USE OF EXTENSIVE LVEkBU~DEN , MOR 
THAk 50 FT. □~ T~E AVERAGE, ANO VARIOLS OTHER CAUSES, ONLY THE E~RLJER OPE~ATJON WAS PROFI1A8LE. 

GENERAL REFERENC[S 
l) □ REG0N MEl~L ~lN[S HANDBOOK. 1910 , ODGMI BULL. 14-C, V. l • P. 25 - 2u. 
2) BROOKS. H. C., A~D RAMP, L., 19b6 , GOLD A~D SILVER IN ORlC[~: GOG~l BULL. bl. , p. 179 - lbO 

'I I t' n nr· u _ .-_ i - --~ ~ ._ .r-- _ _,!'Jr _..__..._ _ _ _.._ _ __.:.t,._---._.- ..,.. --- _____ ____..._____ ----- --- ---• 



r 






	PioneerPlacers001
	PioneerPlacers002
	PioneerPlacers003
	PioneerPlacers004
	PioneerPlacers005
	PioneerPlacers006
	PioneerPlacers007
	PioneerPlacers009
	PioneerPlacers010
	PioneerPlacers011
	PioneerPlacers012
	PioneerPlacers013
	PioneerPlacers014
	PioneerPlacers015

