
Mr. J.:m.Morrison, 
~tate Assay L~poratory, 
~rant's Pass, Oregon; 

Dear Lr . korrison ;-

Marshfield, Oregon. 
October 2nd,1939. 

Seeing an i tern in ot1r l. local paper some weeks ago 
tbat I.Ir . Nixon, the State Geologist, was to visit here to examine 
certain deposits, especially chrQme, in the Seven Devils district, 
I was a.udacious euot1gh to write him concernin~ some miner&ls that 
might possibly be found Gn a ranch of ot1rs, at the head of South 
Inlest, consisting of about 1862 acres . We know tbEtt coal, and black 
sand are feund there in gr~at abundance, thot1gh neither of these has 
ever been examined or investigated. We ~lso believe th~t oil exists 
there. 
In regard to the Seven Devils district,which was specifically men­
ti,med in the i tern refcr1·ed to, I might say t thi. t we own an undivided 
one-half in about 600 acres there. This has been drilled in a very 
sketchy fashion for chrome, and I understood that it vvas found to 
contain chrome. 
I ulsmost hesitate to tell you t1pon what basis 1 think that possibly 
chrome and rhdium muy be found on my ranch on Sou.th Inlet. Some years 
ago, immedia~ely fol lowing my husb&nd 's sudden death. a quiet sort of 
m1:..n, a geologist who had been t.bout this part of the countrJ for some 
months, came •to see me . lie had gon o over all our properties . I had 
never met him before. lie told me tht-d we had something verJ valuable 
on ou.r runch. I replied Lhht -it must b ,; ~,old ana platinum,-but be 
said it was something far more valuable than thut. I remarkea then 
that it must be radium,-ana he did not contradict me. This mhn had 
been b,.dl.Y injured in a fall shertly before I met him l:ind he was in 
bad healt.h then. He told me he was leaving the oountry un c"i goins to 
enter a bospitt.1. tater, I wrote hi i-1 f or more p1..i.rtict1lar ,-bu t my 
leti:erwas never ans,,rereu or returned. I rather think the mc.n died . 

N01'f , for some years I :pruotically .ror P,ot u.11 1::i.bot1t this little in­
cident. ?hen one dh,Y, l re1.,.d ~ very s~lientific article about rhdium,­
whimh s&.id it was :6o.nzijlilill.!.3erpentine . One a ay a former tenannt of 
the ranch rer.aurke , that there was nothing there bt1t serpentine . 
Uatural.ly, I put these two iaeas together . Now, I do not want to 
cause a lot of trouble in your dep~rtment ubout invesitagting this, 
for it may be merely a 'wild goose chase 1 .But after &11 , stranger 
things have hl::j,ppened than this ,rould be. If there is any expesne 
connected with this survey, I fear I sball have to be 'counted out81 
as we have not koney,- noting 1ut l a nc.1 ,-hnd th&L seems pr&.cticully 
wort h;I,es so 

. have a tenant on the ranch who would, be glad to go with some 
representative of the Department and show him ubo11t the place. He 
cot1ld ulo s provide sleeping accommoaations and food , I think,-though 
I could not a ·s11re anyone that these 1.voulu be at all lux11ri@11s. In 
fact, they would probably be far removed from that. 

'::his man comes into town once or twice a week, and I do not alwuys 
see him, ~she is busy and does not visit me invariably. If I knew 
when &. represent tive from your ue:partment was 1::, bout to arrive , I 
wo ul a a t t er.ap t t o g e t in t o uc h wi th mJ1 n8 • 



f would suggest th u. t anyon e c ming here for the purp se f ex aminY1g 
the pr p ert J get in t uch with me. 7his runcb is 1 catea l>.beui 8 
miles from berB, and in the summer th ~ road t it i s very ,P, ooa • 
.n.fter th ,: r uins s e t in, it i s almost impassable. 

'/-twas ' 11r. }11.7.Li bh ey ·ot y our Depe.rtment who suggested thh t I write 

you in this c onnection, I great,y appreciate ,r. Libbey's kind &nd 
underti tdnin~ communicati on. 

0 •ping t hat I szn n t caus ing y u u lot of unneces sar y and ill-advised 

tr uble, 

. 
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Anril 25, 1940 

s . Ji.g e,. -· · Se stac ._n 
t ·s .. r.:eld 
or ... go:a 

Dear 

I e:.mect to <!lr iv in 
1.iion ay, A·.ri 29 ·to t e c re f '"' v ··al 

ests for j_nspection of l?r crty. 
c it _ct me in of 

C C erce, so c 

CT:J" 

to v;nit LJ ~- ty 

Yom:s Ve truly, 

ay c. Trear: e 
L .. la. Geolo ist 
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