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Pac e 1. 

Gold a n d th e .Jouth-..1este rn Gre c;on gold rush. 

At t h e clos e of t h e revol u ti on sry ~ar 

these Unit e d Jt a tes \:ere 1)rinarily an a eri­

cul tura l, trapp i n 13 and fishin g econ or.ry, 

'.'!i thout t he r e sources to c ompete in · . .-orld 

trade ~ith the olde r and richer na ti ons of 

the •;-:arld. 

In Europe &n d =S i a a ll miner a l ~e~lth 

belonged to t h e croun a nd t h e n i ne s ,1er e 
t • 

worke d with s l a ve or convict l a bor,con sequen-

tly the r e \ia S very· .lit t l e r e as on for the 

crn~non nan to h unt for Gold or othe r vuluable 

rninere ls • 

.r:ow all t h is '.Jc.i s chan ge d, . t J-: e n iner a l 

uealth be lon~e d to the pe o~le, if a nan 

uashed an oun ce of gold ou t of a mounta in 

streac , it b elonced to him, it wa s his ounc e 

of gale.. 

u ith t h e e iscovery of c old a t 3u tt crs 

mill in Ca liforn i a , t h i s t renendous arr.cunt 

of e;old _pouring in to t h e ccon ony \ms fcl t 

eve r ~herc i n the Unit ed 3ta t e s. 
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Pa6e 2. 

In Orecon uhere the pioneer settlers 

were using beaver pelts and farn crops for 

trade , the ne1JS of the rich sold fj_nds in 

California caused alLlost every abel bodied 

man to co to California to dis ~old . 

This biG [;old discovery created a de:-:and 

for the food stuffs and sup?lys in Cregan 

that the miners could use . Pack trains fror:i 

the ,iillamet te valley and fro!H .JcottsbE:rg on 

the ULlp~ua river carried supplys do~n the 

.:,,:pptelca te trail! throush the Resue -river 

valley to tlle uiners in California. 

On June 8th. 1851 t 1.10 :;,mc}:ers Janes Poole 

end Jo.mes Clu0cace canlJed _,,i th there ~ack 

t rain uhere Jacksonville nou stands , while 

cetting ~atcr for there evening meal , they 

made the first find of c;old in vihat \/3S called 

Riah eulch , abranch of jackson creek . t~i3 

find tuchcd off the big gold rush that covered 

all of Jouthucstern Oregon . 

. ls tl1ese t·,:o men \Jere both c~·illed Jack , 

the creek on vhich the original strike nas 

made ,,as called Jacl:son creek . 
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Page 3. 

The t o;m Jac}:sonville and t te whole aerb. 

Jackson County, fror:1 the lI:::ipc1u a river south 

to t he California line and Tiest to the Pac ific 

oce an . 

After t he i ni ti a l strike at Jacksonville, 

t he prospccters roaI11e d all over 3outrn;estern 

Ore gon, vhich l ed to t he discovery of gold 

it ~hiskeyrun, Goldbeach, Johnson Creek, and 

Sixes and ~lk river. 

This col d discovery in Southwestern Cr ec;on 

ond the influx of miners vas one of the f a ctors 

that hel ped to start t he 1S56 Indian var. 

Thre e Rudson Bay trappers , Joe and 

Groul'.1E;Y &nd a mc..n naned Bati ste \iere tr&pp inc 

beaver in t h e Coquille valley, in the sunID1e r 

of 1 £1 50 t hey found e;oln. at ',iha t is no·:1 ca lled 

Whiskeyrun, t!1ey kept th ere t;old Lii ne i n; 

secret till sone tine in 1851, \1hen t~1e ~rnrc1 

got to Jacksonville of t he rich strike on 

the beachss north of t he Coquille river . 

:!hen t he bic gold rush c;ot under 0.1ay and 

t he tmm of Randolph s::::,rang up, the tHo 

Groulway brothers sold there claim to I~ke 

o.nd jim Lcnanera. for .;;50 , 000 . 00 . 
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rot§ 11!Jo one seems to kno\'J 1,,1ha t h appened to 

Batiste, Eis nan e isent nentioned again." 

After an all ni s ht drinkins party to celeb­

rate t he s &le of tl:e r.1ine to t he i.,:clJanera 

brothers, t :ie Groulvmy' s loaded the r e g old 

onto t ·.1 0 r:iules and struck out for the ·.:ellam­

itte valley. after up the Randolph tr a il 

past what is nou calle d Sa cketts beach t hey 

turned inland . Thinking tha t so~1e of there 

f'rinc1s nigh t try to rob them t he y hid one 
.:::: 

t 

mule load of gold in e.n hollow ,'.1hi tr ce dar. 

They continued on v1hi th-out incident to the 

1ilella:mi tte va lley. 

Accorclinc to Docl:e.;es H.istory the ;.:cifa:sera 

·,rnshed out :)80 ,00 0.00 in one swnmer froo. a 

20 by 20 foot clain . 

Randolph becaue a boon inc nineinG t Oim 

and l as ted as lonG as the gold was plentiful 

on the be a ch. John Perchbacker established a 

store and b e c ar.:ie the :first postmaster. another 

merchant a t Randoll)h uas l,:a j or Bbenezer Ball 

a cousin of George ·.:ashincton. 
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There are two versions of the Johnson 

creek strike, according to Bob Harrison a 
--L 

squaw-nan by t:he name of Jake Su.r:n:icrs found ~ 
r::, 

gold on ·v;hat is nm; called Johnson creek and~ 

told his frind Bull-hide Johnson \Jho stskec1 

the first clain ui th Swnr.1ers a silent partner. 

Dodges History .says, T'noma s Johnson went 

the Coc:1.uille and made the strike, John son mrn 

r1ineing at Re.ndolph when a ninter storr.1 covered 

all the black s and and the miners went looking 

for other diginGs• After the strike the creek 

1,,as nru,"'led Johnson creek and they changed 

Johnson's name to Coarse Gold Johnson. 

after the Johnson creek· strike the r.iiners 

found gold on the Sixes and ~lk rivers • 

.About this time the Hogue River Indian war 

broke out and sto?ped all rnineinG in South-wes­

tern OreGon for over a year. 

Durinf; t :te Indi an "i":ar a snw.11 c or;r;)uny of 

soldiers traveling west on the devide bct~een 

the Rogue Ri vcr ond the •;,est fork of Co·;1 

cre ek east of raoun t Bolivar found a rich cold 

strike. As they ~ere fi chtinc Indians and 

not nineinc they n arked some tre es, 
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plnninc to return after they got out of the 

army. 

:iilliar:i H. l1 ack':i0od, who lived at ~ollan;l.,s 

Prairie ,a later at .C:nchanted~~'Prairie, found 

the narked tre Es and the old c amp site uhere 

the soldiers had spent the ni.sh t. This \'las in 

1861, later a forest fir e wiped out a ll trace 

of the soldiers camp. 

':'he DolJ ar Lumber Co. has lo ~_: ged the tinber 

off the \Jest fork of Cm; creek t ::e chanc es of 

find~nG this lost mine is lots better • 

..tl.lexander ?hrift and ,~so:;i ~inch c:iscovered 

the hj_ gh beaches b uck of Hc.nc1ol :9h they uere 

alnost es rich as .ihiskey Run. The tuo best 

payinc mines ·.-1ere ti1e .8agle and t he Lane, t :1 e 

Lane r.1ine ',,as later renm 1ed t :·. e ri one er. 

One of t ::.e t h inc;s t h at bothered the n~ners 

~ms pla tinur:1, they r:iined alr.10s t as nuch pla tinur.: 

as gold and the pla tinur,1 ·was ·,J ort:::i.les s. 

In 1916 ~layton B. Zeek recovered a large 

quanity of platinu□ fron the old ~asle nine, 

"~uote fror:1 Dest ination ·.rest, l.3y -•·i{;nes nut:i 

3engsta cken , 1bse 170, (One old ~iner , a very 
reliable 

n~n, told me that he and his wife 

r 



--· Pace 7. 

took out one t h ird of t~e ~ orld's supply 

of pla tinun from a mine near them during 

during t ~e ~orld war . They used only crude 

methods two.) end of quote. 

V\ 

_j 

One of the bis fi n ds on the Jouth fork 

of the Coc~uille i,1as the quartz boul:'ler 

found on ~e. l non creek by Bob Dunbar, it 1.ms 
---: 

laced vd th 'ii ire gold, l,Ir Dunllar p.s:cked this · 

piece of quartz to Port Orford on his saddle 

horse and s hipped it to SanFrancisco , it 

sold for )2 ,700~00~ this find started t~e 

miners looking for quart z l eads a n c'l a number 

tunnels f ollowi::i [; t hese str ingers '.7ere dug . 

This led to t he fo rrJi n.s of st ock c o,i1pc.1.nys to 

1,-1ork t h ese cla iras . T'wo of the bie3er stock 

coupanys \-iere the :.~yr tle ?oin t Coarse Gold 

I.Iineing Conpany and the .Jalmon ;,:oun tian 

gold nineing Company . Both conpanys s pent 

Ci,ui te a lot of 1.1oney, but 1.ias never a fincial 

sucess. 

Joe Knox says that another gold l sced 

bolder ·;;as founc. on Tim creek, it ',H:l.S broke 

into t ~o pieces and carri ed ou t, t he l □rBer 

brough t Jl,000 .00 the snaller ;eoo .oo. 

..? 
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Pac;e 8. 

One Old mine t hat has ben worked for years 

v1ithout much suc ess is t he .i.:,nman raine at th e 

mouth of tte · south fork of Jixes ri ver, it 

has c:J.bout t hirty mineing cla i ms c1nd about 

t wo and one half mi les of river frontase . 

It was or ganized as a st ock company and 

in and out of t he hands of the receivers 

anurnber of time s. One company worked all one 

winter and Tiashe d out about one gallon of 

gold, tp.e mana6er told t he cre w, "I have 

enough I r;ol d to :;my a ll you nen your 1rnze s, 

but if you vlill trust me I uill go to 3an Fran­

si 3co ancl '.1i th t1, i s gold I can raise cnou&-'1 

money to ~ork this mine for t ~ree or four 

ye ars, the crew t r usted him and he went to 

3an Francisco ~nd oricanized a stock company 

and kept the nine \ior k inc f or a long tine . 

11.f t er the v1h i te men go t t he easy sold, the 

chiname n moved in and re~orked t he old dicings, 

on sixes rd.•ver c1bou t forty Chirn:u:;ien put up sone 

cabins and ~ere work ing the b~rs and small 

streams t ha t ran into t he 3ixes river , Jhen 

t hey came into ?ort Orford for supplys they 

had plenty of gol d to pay for paycent. 
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The ~hite miners dezided they nere makeing to 

much money and r an them out. They "the -.1h i te 

miners!! c ould never find the rich di5ings 

where tl"1e Chinamen '.Jere e;e ting there gold. 

One old time r a t Riverton told me that bne 

fall he fishe d for t h~ cannery above Prosper , 

a Chinaman working in t h e canne ry told him 

that he vms one of ,. the chine se t ha t was run 

out of t he Sixes river mines , and t ha t if he 

would go to t he Sixes to mine and take hin 

alon~ as his cook , he \iOuld sho·.1 him v1here 

to die for gol d , it being a partnership and 

devide wha t gold was found half and half. 

The man from Riverton did not t ake the chinese 

up on the pro~osition. 
~ 

Another miner on Jixes ,1as an old man ca lled 

DeafSy ~s tus, gold dident interest hin he ~as 

mineing for radiun, he said t lta t he drank a 

quart of radium a day . He told one of t he 

De 1~nts th a t he ~as h ~ve ing lots of trouble , 

he had just driven his tun~e l throuch nine 

fe et of sollide silver, He \JaS conpletly 

de af, Hhen he set off a charge of dinimite 

h e h ad to stand clos e enough to f eel t he 
goncusi9n. 

r 



dt one tine there were stotys of a Tiild man 

sor.ie thine like t he ab onab l e snow Iii.an. Wha t 

star ted t he s e storys was t ha t sone Ital i ans 

had a good placer n ine and one of the local 

miners wan ted i t . He \"ihi ttled out t ·:1 0 bi g~, 

bare fe et out of 1-1hi te cedar and fix ed then 

so he could fasten t hem to his shoes, he 

then 1:1ou ld \·rnlk around in the mud at nie;h t 

so these Iti ali ans uould find the tracks the 

next r.iorning ·,,hen t he y went to \'iork . Ee a lso 

told t he Itia lians that he had s een t h is 

cre a ture . ·..rhen he thot t hat the Iti ali an s 

we re g i tt5.ng prety j illilpy ,he \1 crn t to tmm and 

bought t hre e or four 6allon of Dago-red, 

t hen he asked t he Itia li ans over to his cab in 

to h e lp hi□ drink it. He had fi xed one side 

of t he roof of his cabin -;i i th counter iieights 

so he could lift it up. he h ad also made hir.1-

self a hidious false f a ce . After t hey had 

drank most of the daco-red , he went out-side 

to get so□e uood for t he stove, he put on his 

f als e f ace , lifted up the roof, loolied into 

the cab in and l et out a blood curdling screc1n , 

th en droped t he roof do·.m took of his false 

\.. 
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and ran back into the cabin and fell do~n 

like he had fainted. Tihen the Itialians 

revived him with daeo-red, he told the Itialia-

ns he had seen the v1ild Lian and he V/aS ten feet 

tall. The Itialians vcrefied it and set up in 

the cabin vii th the do::ir barred. the next day 

they left for i.:arshfield, In about a v1eek the 

old .Jixes river native \ient over to 1'.:arshfield, 

hunted up the Itialians, and bought the mine 

for ~25.00. ,_ 
t 

~uote from the Oregon Historical --<>uarterly, 

Page 349, The Coos Bay Ke,-is Aue.31, 188 7, 

Q.uote, George :Oe.iley found the -ccli1ains of r 

Coarse Gold Johnson~ end of.quote. 
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