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REPORT OF MINERAL EXAMINATION Job No. 397 

Claimant: 

Reason for Examination: 

Subject: 

Lands Involved: 

Land Status: 

Location Data: 

Mining District: 

Mining Engineer and 
Date of Examination: 

Accompanied by: 

John E. McCrorey 
P.O. Box 8 
Powers, Oregon 97466 

Occupancy 

Validity of Vdning Claim,. 

Cretie Star Quartz, placer mining claim, 
20 acres, approximately in the NWe-NE½ 
Section 26, T. 32 S., R. 12 W., W.M., 
Siskiyou N.F., Coos County, Oregon. 

National Forest land open to mineral 
entry. 

The claim was located by L. J. & Lucretia 
Skewis on June 27, 1945, and recorded in 
Vol. 6, page 61 , mining records. They 
sold to Clarence H. McCrorey on January 23, 
1961, Book of Deeds 283, page 371. 
Clarence ll. & Sally M. McCrorey sold t o 
John E. & Venus Mccrorey about December 
1965, Document . 66-8-11951. 

Johnson Creek, unorganized 

Colver F. Anderson 
November 6, 1969 

David Price, resource assistant. 



ABSTRACT 

This occupancy is in full view of the Powers - Agness road on the South 
Fork Coquille River. 

Timber values are low and none of the claim is suitable for recreation 
use. 

The gravel has been mined off the claim for probably over 70 years. ~here 
is no record of the time or the production. 

There has been no mining activity in the 8 years, approximately, that I 
have known about the claim. 

The present claimant is very uncooperative. A hearing to determine the 
validity of the claim is probably the best way to proceed. 
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Location and Topography 

The Cretie Star claim is located on the edge of a hill overlooking a 
terrace above the present South Fork of the Coquille River, as shown in 
Pictures 1 and 5. The hill behind the cabin (Picture 5) is steep. The 
terrace is about 100 feet vide and 30 feet above the river. 

The claim is reached by driving south from Powers along the Coquille River 
to China Flat about 11 miles. Cross the river and proceed southerly 
about a mile to a side road leading toward the left. This is on the claim. 
The cabin is down the side road. 

Surface Values 

There is a small supply of commercial timber on the claim. The terrace 
would make a fine camp area after the placer gravel piles were levelled 
and the surface finished. There is no camp value as it is. See Pictures 
3 and 4. 

Areal Geology 

Initially, the entire bar was covered with gold-bearing gravel on a shale 
bedrock. The gold-bearing gravel originated in Johnson Creek. 

Economic Geology 

The claim has been mined out for all practical purposes. 

History and Production 

Mining on the claims immediately below Johnson Creek is not recorded as to 
time and production, but the operation probably payed according to the 
thoroughness of the operation. 

Pertinent Inform~tion 

Dave Chnmberlin, forester, made preliminary examinations of the claim in 
1965 and 1966. I have made cursory examinations from time to time. There 
never has been an..y indication that the present claimant planned to mine. 
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Occupancy 

This is an outright occupancy without pretense of mining. -

The cabin is about 26 X 26 feet with frame construction (Picture 1). 

Discovery 

There is no longer a discovery on the claim because the gravel was mined 
out many years ago. See Picture 2 of one of the embayments in the gravel 
bank below the cabin area. 

Conclusions 

The present claimant is not a miner, has not tried to mine, and does not 
intend to mine on this claim. 

The District personnel have not been able to persuade the present claimant 
to show any interest in a special-use permit. This might change with the 
adjoining claimant taking permits for occupancies. 

Recommend.at.ions 

I recommend that a hearing be requested on the basis of the claim not 
having a discovery. 

I I I 
Date .:, I t-t( 1 7° --,--.... , --------

APPROVED: 

Date ----------

COLVER F. ANDERSON, Mining Engineer 

~"'-"-..::-__ ~~'--..!.......... . \_: :, ~-~'-''-.,, 

Acting Assistant Regional Forester 
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1. Map of area 4" • l mile. 

2. Tabulation of location notices and Quitclaim deeds. 

). Photocopies of location notices and Quitclaim deeds. 

4. Photographs of improvements. 



Record ot Claims & Transfer of claims 

Locator or Type of Date of Dnte 
Orantor Recording Grantee Name of Area PaEer Recorded Vol Page 

Paul R. Layman Location Notice Sanger Quartz 12-7-39 12-9-39 5 4ll-2 
Placer Mine 

Paul R. Layman Quitclaim Deed F.J Skewis Sanger Quartz 9-26-4L 9-26-44 152 :_ 584 
Lucretia Skewis Placer Mine 

F.J Skewis Placer Location Cretie Star 6-27-45 6-29-45 6 61 
Lucretia Skewis Quartz Placer 

Mine 

F.J. Skewis QnitclaiJl deed Clarence H. Cretie star 1-23-61 2-16-61 283 371 
Lucretia Skewis Mccrorey Quartz Placer 

Mine 

Clarence H. Transfer or John McCrorey Cretie Star 11 or 12, Not recorded 
Mccrorey Ownership Quartz Placer 1965 

Mine 



,1J.J.t,.J. V~•- _ .. _. ___ --c ~-- - -· 

>• ··· 
over, on the 15teenth day of N v. 1939, discovered a vein or lode of -~uartz an L- placier rrave ,... -

. . 

in place bearing r,olo, and silver, within the limits of the claim hereby located, and has thi 

seventh 6ay of ~ec. 19i9, unfer and in acc~rdance with the Revised .Statutes ·or the Uniteci 
I •'l • 

'States, located fifteen hundred (1500) linear feet ofthis vein or lode in lenrth, with surfac 
. . 

ground, three hundred (300) feet in width on each side of the center of said lode, situated I 

in the .:..ot:.th Coquail River ?tining District, County of Coo·s and State of 0reron In Sec. 2'6 T. 

32 S.R. 12 V! .'-:i . 1~., and known as the "Sanr.er ~uartz Placier Mine" 11:'ninr. Cle.lrr., and extending 

·fifteen hun dred (1500) feet to and fr om this notice: 

l a i_s_tir.ctl.y n:erked by refer-ence to natura l objects or ;:,eri:isnen t monu,r,ent s an C ,core ,oa rticularl 

~ue scribed a s· f ch lov1 s to-wit: 

the exterior boundaries of this rlai~ b 
.Y,~ --~ 

~ No. 1 Post sta.rtinr 22} c:·1 ai n~ ;, e st of ~:.ec. Corner ~ ;:: c, 2 4, 2 5 a nd 26. TL6n Se u the re lJ ,, 
11
1EOO ft. to No. 2 Post. Then ,i -= ~ter<:1 ./ Z,JJ ft. t o :::o . z . . :oc t . 'I'r e n .. -3 s t e r e l v 300 ft. to 

r . - - · 

1

:liO. 4 ?ost. · Then t<ortherly 1500 f t. to :.o. 5 ?oct . 'Ihen ,cc terel y :--oo ft. t o Eo. 6 <' o st. 

"Then Easterely Z·OO ft. to No. 1 Post the Pl£ce of. b e finning of said claim. 

- i 
I 

PROOF OF LABOR 

T~t all\the assessment wo~ has b e en performed and location aork has been done accord~ ~ 

inr to law. Such as constr~ction of floom and ditch, requ ~red amount of rock re~oved as to 
·- - I._ 

,~.t nd !:! ~r:~ ral in olace over- ten fee t in to r e c:: snc t:·.:, t ol1::.c:8r l:eve l o:Jc:r-;ent 1--.2s ·b-Je n c1..rn c Ii • • • 
:by _locat or, end other parties c cn cerneC ln the mi ne 

·and th~t I intends to hold end work said above described claim, as provided by the loral lews 

~nd customs and rules of miners, and .tre min i nr __ statu tes and laws of the United States. 
• -· . . .. . . - ._ .... _ .. ·•' ' ..•••.. ·-•• .. _.·-:,,., .... ... '. , ... ,-- ... i~,'. :··· - \~ .. 

- :-; I ' ,. 

Di Ecove red on the r;rouno _this 15tee nth cay cf Xovember 1939. ;~: .. : ·· ·--~-- <~- --<-- _-_ ... 
1-oc~~ed ~- ;~-~ s .. ;th cay=~;- -~e c·· • . i:~;~/~ .. ,,··. Rec-~rde d • . Date·~· 193 .. .. : .. -:. ···;;: ':_, .... , .. _. :.,, ., 

. ... . . - - -~:r. - - .-~ ,~ -· '"r·&. r·~ ···,··:, .• t ·: .... ;,;.,1, '.·: l 1"' :: ,· ~· \ , • 

-. , I . ----- --· --
"- • •~ 1 l -: ~ :!- • • 

II · •.• ,, ~ .. : • . • ~: .: ... . 



rs OF OR~GON 
NTY CF COOS SS: I, Paul R. Layman, of .Coos County, State of Oreron b~ing duly sworn, depa 

say that I have done, or caused to be done, on the withi6 ~ascribed ~uartz Placier Wining 
: . . . ' 

i!!!,··· th~ ~r~iioYring work, to-wit: Ten f ,t. by .thirty f~et ~f or,>en c~t, th? cut boing thirty 

3tlonr,, ten feet w~iie, ten feet deep, -~a-s · ·required by- ·.sec. 3, of act i90l~ known .. e.s - H~ ;. b. 

• 1. 

~creed Dec~ . 9, , 1939, 10:45 A.M. 
:·;·. Ot:~y, Goun ty Clerk 

----- .. ----
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?aul R. Layman Locator 
Leonard H. Emanf Laborer 
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. --·- - -· -- . •--. -· ,- =========. ··- -
-..-:;.-·= 1?~-- ·.:. ·--=··-===== 

Know All I,Ieri By Tliese Presents, That I, Paul R. Layman. ~eing of lawful age, 13039-
in consideration of Ten and no/100 Dollars, to me paid by · F. _J. Skewis arid Lucretia Skewis, 

• •••• I • • 

.... ,. 
his w.ife, do hereby reraise, release and forever quitclaim unto the safa F~ J. Skewis and Luer 

. ' 

tia Skewis, his wife,and unto their heirs and assigns, all n;tY rights, -~itl~ and interest in 

and to all that ;arcel of real estate situate in 9ounty of Coos State of Oregon, to-wit: 
! 

De ginning at center Post no. 1, 310 feet East of "Sue;ar Loaf" Rock o·n Johnso 

Creek and ext~nding 660 feet in a Northerly direction to Post No. 2; thence 660 feet in a Yes 

erly C:irec t i on to :I?ost ~fo._ 3; thence 660 feet in a Southerly di:recti_o n to l)ost 1-~o. 4, which i 

t te 1~:i !:: t ceE t 1:or end of Cap.\ ',;a ter-r'.!.a n' s cla im; thence 660 feet. in a Souther ly u irec tion to Pos 

:ifo. 5; then ce 66 0 feet, in an Easterly direction to Post lJo. 6; th E-nce 660 feet in a Northerly 

c1I r ect,1_c~r, to =·e s t :Jo . 1, or place of beginninf-;, s11:i.6 ;.1in in ,; clr: Lt tc:i.1:;· L:01.-m s s "Grubstake 

11 oc;.I ' . ' t.,i.LS .:::J.~t~!t is locatsd in Secti on 34, 'l'o°lrnsiti 1, J2 , S0Jti1 u.f :i=\h!i•·r; 12, ·.:c~t of the hilla-

ii 
. I 
" 'I 

r.1.et te i.:er ici i a n, and on the contour of Johnson Cr eek. 'I'he location notic e of s aid "Grubstake 

Bar" be i nc; recorded in Vol. lfo. 5 of t he official min inc; records of Coo s County, Ore eon, on 

pc.ge lfo. 380, to which reference is hereby emde for a complete de s cription of said Placer Hin 

3n~ ~l~in. Said claim being loca ted June 10, 1939, containing 20 acres . Together with nll 

'1 ~ :! r: ·: C. ,,.. I l i. -, \ -C. :·~ t loc2ted thereon. 

' . ,. . ) 
nl'.J)

1 
·:. :'.U G _S :J: o·,:n •1 ..... 

ri ,::, 

.J 

LilG . ·1,"3;., Jli-;S l' ;<,1J.:;;.l' tz ....,_ l• 1 •.• · • . • •f I - ·. • ' -, • i "'I • 
r uCt~.t •.. u1c , L, 1 '.•.; :,._i. .l~ IJ\:-LG :nore 

ij Cul ly described 
I 

•") (" . 
< ..... .:J . :;tur tine a t Eo. 1 Fos t 22{ c lrnins ', fGst of ;.;Gc tion CornG r co:1.:1on to Se c-

' I .L c ), " • 2 J , . J .. •J - ' ? /, 25 , ·- .,.. , 26 , '~'om1s;1i p 32 South , Ran e e 12 \ I. 1
./. 1.i ., Coos Cotrn t;.,-, Oro con ; tllGnce :)ou th · 

c,rly 15CO [cG t to 1~0 . 2 ?os t; 'then ce ',}est Grly 3GO fcGt to l~o. 3 rost; thence 1,;Gs t crly J OO .feet 

to ,·o . /, iu: L; ti,G1,ce l~ortheriy 1500 f ee t to 1;0. 5 Fos t; thence }:;.1s t erly JOO f ee t to No . 6 

, - .! 

·, 

I-' 
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Coos Cour1ty, Oregon, on lJecember '1, J.'jj'j. ·J:og~l,Uc.L· H.1.1,u Cl..L...L .w...1.u...1.ue, '"''1. ..... •..t'·~ .... H- ------- ---- -- - ·- -

• . • • • . •-' • ; • • '• • ,.;::;•~-. • • • • • •.; ; • • • .-· • .:• ~.\ ,;:• ' • • •l 

To Have and to Hold, the same \'.-1th (111 the provileges and aupurtenances ·therettnto belonging' ·;• . . ;-, ,. . , .. , . . ., 

to said F. j_'• Skevlis . and Lucretia Ske~vis, .his]'w1re'/ ·'.·~n~f·{~: .. \11~i{cheirs'.::.~t{:~.~·~1~~~9''lo~f~r~ ;.::f;;· 
i ',. ,' :· . ·: - . . . • .. ,·•- • ··r.· ' · · ·•,•••r"•" ., •:·"J"~ ·l<•.,l •o: -..'°'·-.•.;"'··• •••· ·•• ••T:iK,1••~•··,~••• t•~df""''•"~;, _r· ...... .. {~1-, . ...,.•.,,:,,;j,:• 

.. : -··~.,: ~.t.;. ·;.-·~· :. In Witness\ Whe·r~~:r, ... r 0ha·.~-~ -~er·~·u~t~""se r ·my.· ii[rtef ~nd · sea:t'\~f~"26t11~tfiftof:~jJ!~; 
•. • '.! •

1
~ . • • •• , •• ::--:.·.,~'.-,.-· • •• ) ~ •• --:-J_~,-·- ...... -,:.-:·?-·:·~'·.~~:::~:··~::11\::.:;. ... ·::·:r=:_'.~;-·•~·.'.:?t<~~:~·~:r:::t,~•~r:-~=:t1 

Se pt 8"' ber A D 1944 . . . ! r . .. ! ' ' . -· "',, .... ,· < ... .. _.I. "''j ~: h, f. .' '·' .~ .. . " , ....... 1.-,...f';-l.b~, • ..:;: ... ,,..,'~~;t•, ,;'~• r ,, .. i,;.~it;;,•,;;· q¢t,,, .. ,,-4;·.~':'.i.;,f-t.~!.\<l;.ii1j'i~~f.:j.~\;r,1ra,•!; 

~ · ... ' • • • • :: :: ·_.I' :.: .'::. :,: ·• • ) < ·:_!~_;- .~; ·:,: ~>::-)\,·-r .. , , , · · -~tlr··. ·:~: .• ... ?!:;:~.;;i:· =. ,,, •• ·. -"j_~~ii2~¾t~t:~M,·;l:r 
Signed, Sealed and ~~livered in the :.:. . .. ~aul ~· Layman, ; ;.;·::·, :. · : @ . J. :.}:.· :~:Jt~J\?~~~J ~ 
Presence of us as \ntnesses: , · ,, _. ·'i ,, 1:·,,,;.t:,r',,~-· 

Irene Quick / .... "- ~- r 

STATE OF CREGON, 
Cou~ty of Coos: ss. 

, 

This Certities, That on this 26th day . of September~ A.D.1944, bef6re 

the undersi e~ed, a Notary Public in and for said County and State, rersonally appeared the 

Vi~ thin r:a:i1ed Faul R. Layr:m.n who is knovm to me to t ~ t he ic: entical i nd ividua l described in and 

who e;xecuteu the within instrument, and acknowled ged to ne that he e xecuted t!1e snme a s his 

free act a ncJ deed, for the uses e.nd purposes t h6 r ein e:Z 1)l'U,,se d. 

In Te s ti:nony '.,;'hereof, I have her c11. nto [; (:t :-1y hend and 1:ot ari u l seo. l the day 

and year last a bove written. 

Irene ~uick 
Notary Public for Oregon 

1 1\ Rec?Trled Sept. 26, 1944, 4:JO P.M. 
1 \ L. :l. Oddy_, County C 1erk 

t~ commission expires Nov. J, 1947 
(Notarial s eal) 

j ' , 
1 

J ~., 
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170J8- NOTICE OF LOCATION·,: OF PLACER CLAD!. .. ,._ --

NOTICE is hereby given that the undersigned, . a citizen of the United States 

(or who has declared intention to beco~e such) over _the age of twenty-one years, F. J. Skewis 

and Lucretia Skewis, his wife did on the fourt h. day of . June, 1945, locate a placer ,claim of 

t~enty - (20) acres, situate in the County of Coos State of Oregon and mor~ particularly 

described as follows: 

Starting at No. 1 Post 22½ chains west of section corner common to sections 

23, 24, 25 and 26, township 32 south, range 12 W.W.M, Coos County, Oregon, thence southerlj 
t 

1500 feet to No. 2 post; thence westerly JOO feet to no. J post; thence westerly JOO feet to 

No. 4:-,post; thence northerly 1500 f ee t tc:i :-:o . 5 po s t; thence e.'J.sterly JOO feet to.No. 6 post; 

thence easterly \JOO feet to No. 1 rest the place of beginning of said claim, all being in 

section 26, to0nship J2 south, range 12 W.W. M, This claim will be known as "Cretie Star 

Quartz Placer~ine". 

and that we intend to hold and work said atove described claim as provided by the local laws 

and regulations, and the customs and rules of mines and mining statutes and laws of the Unite 

States. 

day of June A.D .... 1945. 

)Seal( 

' 
1 

Witness= 
August Luft 
August Luft 
F. H. Skewis 

Dated at Coos Bay, Oregon, this twenty-seventh (27nth) 

L. J. Skewis 
Lucretia Skewis ) Seal( .. ~ I./ 

Recorded June 29, 1945, 10:45 a.m. 
L. W •. Oddy, County Clerk 

._/' 
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House looking aoutbeast 
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Photo /12. House looking northeut 
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Photo #J. Storage shed looking east across river to South Fork Coquille 
River Road. 
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Photo #4. Looking southeast from house at old car and junk. 
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