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IDEAL MID OCHOCO DIST CROOI CO. 

Ownert - - - - - - Hwa.ilton 

Locations 630 teet south or the s.w. corner of the S.E.¼ or the N.E.t 

of Sec. 81 T• 18 s., R. 17 E. 

Development• Two shallow shafts. live open cuts along a diatanee of 

about 2t000 feet. 

Geolo&rl The deposit conststs or a largai:li,ke ot aillc1tied1 dark brown, 
ameai te porphyry· brecci ·;.. t1ell-de£irLsd riul. t. . Sllckensides parallel the . 
dike which is '> $ilid.fied ~one rather than a. triJe dike. Ti1e faults strike 
north 60 west c.nd st'!l.nd. iuoro or less vertical. 

ho eamples nere takon .:):00 ;3howed nil for gold e.!ld ~uickailver in one and 
trace of quic:!.:dl·t::::. L1 t>.:1 0t.l~-:::c. 

John Eliot Allen 
4/8/39 
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THE IDEAL CINNABAR MINE 

This property consists of five unpatented lode mip.ing claims known as 
the New Ideal '1'6. 1, No~ 2, No. 3, Bonanza and Last Chance. The'property is 
29 miles S(n1th· east of Prineville on Bear Creek,· in' the 0choco Mining District, 
Cook County, 0regon,and is easily reached PY' good roads. The elevation is 
approxima:t·ely 3500· feet=· aboite sea level~ · 

GEOLOGY: 

The claims are located.al9ng a well-defined fault whose strike is 30 
degree·s ,rest bf nort,h~ The rocks i?f:thts irlimediate viplnity, and thTottgh wnich 

!f ~fi~ t~~fJ~?~~ii~~:n:hto~!;~~l1n:
ndi:~!i:~ io!i[t!;tl:!~;at;~. as±~~;:t::s 

irit~nse,alteratfon'atter'f~11lti~g •. Along·the falllt ~roper th1~ alteration· . 
r~sul ted in a ztme ·var;r;ing from a f e1' feet to :fitt;r feet 1n width in which the 
rhyoli:te ·was completely altered and salicified s6-: that thlf 'remaining material is 
more·than.'70% hard~ dense, fine grained chert~· This chert,'being very hard 
and dense, resisting weathering more than the softer tocks on its flanks, as 
a consequence, the chert stands out in bold outcroppings - in some cases 20 
feet in height and continues for hundreds of feet along the strike of the fault 
proper. In some sections cinnabar paint can be seen. 

The geology is generally similar to the surrounding many of the prospects 
and producing properties in the 0choco mercury belt. Therefore, in view of the 
distinctly favorable local geology, there should be found a body of cinnabar 
ore somewhere along this fault zone, and will be found by careful and detailed 
exploration. 

This property and dike is an extension of the Ornago Mercury Co•s. 
property and continues for a distance of some 3000 feet, the outcroppings being 
bold and plainly marked in a width of thirty to fifty feet. This dyke out
cropping located on the ridge of the hill running east and west, the west having 
an elevation of some 300 feet above the floor of the valley, which gradually 
diminishes in elevation to the east and where the elevation is approximately 
one hundred feet above the floor of the valley. Twenty or more cuts, pits or 
excavations have been made extending from the north and south wall inward toward 
the center dike, all of these varying from a depth of four to six or seven feet 
in depth. These pits being located at various points along the course of the 
deposits for several thousand feet and ore showing in several of these exca~ations. 

Some five hundred feet from the west end of the deposit a division of the 
hill takes place and this part of the ledge extending southward and the dike is 
approximately the same width and height above the floor of the valley, this also 
shows ore in various pits. 

A hand-made still was installed made from an oil barrel, and in this 
was treated some 2000 pounds of jurface, leeched ore and a recovery of 8 pounds 
to the ton was made. Considering the crudemess of this still and that it leaked 
fumes, it is estimated but about half of the mercury was recovered. 

Various assays have been made; one by the State Department of Mineral 
Industries gave 8# to the ton; a second assay by the same Denartment gave 12.50 
pounds to the ton; and various other assays have shown from 2.6 pounds to 30 
(mercury)pounds to the ton. Two hundred and sixty µounds treated by a small 
still in the vicinity of Prineville yielded at the rate of 15.65 pounds to the 
ton. 

-



-2-

TRANSP0RTATI0ih . There is a: 'goOd graveled·. road from Prtneville, :tlitining along 
the valley, whioh-is'open &11 winter;; sa.owi:nt;,t,1,,u.ng·,1ong'in this.section. 

• 'ti ·; :_ ,;. J. _;_ ~·~,-' -~ n: . {_' _/ :,· ', ·,,..; 

WATER: : Can be :O'btS:inad · trom a· stream: numing along the property or from wells 
and springs. 

·( 

HOUSING: There is a house and some outbuildings on the property. 

RECti>taENDATIONS: . The ge'ol:ogi-cal eond:Ltiions ,are -excallent; 'l:llld in :my judgment . 
a cartd.n renomt o:t: •:xploi"~ti.on:is. justit"ied;; Cuts shGttld. ·be ,made '-&t rlgh-t :angles 
to: the salieUied·sciwvwt iiboUld e.x~nd-,f~r 0 at,least tea feet on. eitbel" side and 

:shO\'l.ld be .at 1:nterYale,of,,tu>t mo~e tb&n-200--ft'et~: T'h9ffteiuns1.olle bey-()tkl the 
·sa-li~itied zone'.JS:hO'Gldie:t:tt:nd::1.nto··,the ·sdft&r;· 1a1,;ered ·:rhyoli.t&: on:·either ~ide. 
There. is greater ~~fbabilit;r that an11Ci:re shoot:lri.11 be .f'41UJd:,1th& ·ateri&l which 
'flanks' the cherttia tl:w.t'!, t.ha:n ~in -ut• 'd$1lselr salid:U'le~ zonfll. 



r 

r 

.,.. 

IDEAL MINE 4/8/39 

Owner: . . . . . • Hamilton. 

Location: 630 f'eet south ot the s.w. corner of the S.E. ¼ ot' the lt.&. 

¼ of eec. a, T. 18 s., R. 17 E. 

Development: Two shallow shafts. F1:ve open cuts along a d1ste.nce or 

about 2.000 feet. 

• Geology: The deposit consist• of a large dike ol' sil.icifted, dark brown, 

an4eaite porphyry brecc1a. -.Veil-defined raul't. Sl1ckens1des i,•l."allel the 

dike 111h1cl::. 1s, e s111c1fied zone rather t r~en a true dike. The faults atrike 

north 60 west and stand more or less vertical. 

Two samples were taken and showed nil for gold and quic1.·s1lver in one , 

·_. and trace of quicksilver in the other. 

· .Tohn Eliot- Allen. 
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