
-

Pnli•tnarz: Report on Wonder Group Chro• 

Own•r• I Walt Fl"NUD and LaV•m Two■bq. 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Curr., County 
Chetco District 

it.cations South center ot eec. ll, T. 38 s., R. 10 w. and North center of 
sec. , T. 38 s., R. 10 w. 

The Wonder Group conauta ot three claiu (Wonder ·No. l, 2, and 3). A sket.ch 
map wu mad• ot Wonder No. 2 claim, which had the b4tst u:posuns ot ohroaite. It. 
ie located about 200 7arda north of the quarter comer betWMn aece. 11 and 14, at 
about. 3,00 teet •lff&tion. 

There were three cut belch••, about 20 b7 SO feet in dimension, on the aout.h­
eut sloping hillside. 

Th• or• u a gramalar-dianminatecl variety in a matrix ot alteNd olirln• and 
talc. A ea.mp].• ot picked hipgrade tram an on pU. • the lowr bench ran 42.03 
perccit 01"20'.3 and ll.64 percent F• (MG-438, P-13497). 

TwomblT was conat.ruoting a s■all mill on th• fiat a.na about 200 yards aout.h­
eaet ot th• Wonder lo. 2 wrkings. 'ftle equii-ont oonsieted ot a haal.end.11, 
Gibson rod Jlill and on• table. Poundatiou wre being poured a.t th• tiM or thia 
visit. 

Wonder lo.) ola1m is l:e1et,1d partly in aeca.14 and ll, abo\at 100 ;yards aouUl 
ot th• llillait• when a tlat arq, had b4ten excavated with a bulldoser. A pit. 
about 10 t••t deep showed aff8ral ..U atrinpn. A picked sample fl"Oll this pit. 
uaqed 42.74 J)8N4ffit CJ"2()3 and 1:,.63 percent,. {Mg-439, P-13498). 

Wonder No.l •s not daited u little work had been done on it. 

Informant, tavern Twombl.T 
Visit.eds 10/3/52 
Report lp;t L.R. 
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RECORD lDENTlflCATION 
RECORD ND•••••••••••• KC61~72 
RECORD TYPf•••••••••• llM 
COUNTRY/URGANI ZAT IOK. USG! 

NU1E ANO LGCA Tl ON '" -, 
DEPOSIT NAME••••••••••••••••• 

COUNTRY CODE••••••••••••••••• US 
COUNTRY NAME: U~ITEO STATES 

STlTE COOE••••••••••••••• OR 
STATE NANE: OREGON 

COUNTY ••••••••••••••••••• CURRY 

QUAD SCALE 
l: 62500 

LATITUDE 
42-I6-23N 

UTK NJRTHING 
4-680220. 

TWP•••••• 
RANGE •••• 
SECHON •• 
MERIDIAN. 

0385. 
010\.1 
11 14 
W.M .. 

ALTITUDE •• 3300 

QUAD NO OR Nl'IME 
PEARSOLL PEAK 

·UJNGITIJOE 
12"J-S0-43H 

UTM EASlil'iG 
't30300. 

C6HMCD1Tf INFDR~AilDN 
tOHMODITIES PRESENT•••••••••• CR 

PRCOUCER( PAST JR f RESENf}: 
~AJDR PRODUCTS •• tl 

DR[ MATERIALS (MINERlLS.RDCKS,E[C.J: 
DJSSEMINAcTEO 

ANALYTlCAL DA[A(GENERAL) 

UTM ZONE NO 
+10 

#-

HIGH GRADE = ROM WO~DE R ::2 curs ASSAYED lf 2 .• 03,Z: CR203, ll .6'1" ftl; HWM W[)NDER :n 4 S SAYED qc2. 14i Cf..203 • 13 .63~ FE 

EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPHENl 
STATUS CF EXPLCR. OR DEV. 



FO~tt/SHAPE CJF DE?OSIT: LENS. Sfl{INGERS 

SllE/DIRECllONAL DAT~ 
AK HlDTH •••••••••••• 5 

P!tOOUCTION 
YES 
SMALL PROO~CJION 

FT 

ll-lNUAL PR□OUCTH.lN (GRE .co,,u,mo .,C'.Jt--tC •• OVERBURD. J 

lTfM ACC AHJUNT THOUS.UNITS YEA~ GR.\ OE sRE M ~ RKS 
ORE EST 0000.001 TONS 1953 50. % CR2t: 

2 ORE EST 0000.220 TONS 195't ~B. % tRZP3 (CONCJ 
3 ORE EST 0000.021 TONS 1955 53. i C:R203 (COl¾C.) 
4 ORE EST 0000.026 lONS 1955 50 . % C.R203 ( C!JNC.) 
21 TOTAL .2.76 IONS 48.62 I CR203 ( WEIG HTED AV ltAGE GRADE) 

Pl□ DUCTION COhHENTS •••• AFTER EXPLORATION & SOME MlNfNC OP~RATIDN ~AS SHUT DOW~ FOR LACK Of MILLING ORE 

GEOLJGY AND MINERALOGY 
~osr ROCK TYPES •••••••••••••• SERPENllNE 

PERTINENT MINERALOGY ••••••••• TALC 

LOCAL GEDL'.lGY 

SIGNIFICANT LOCAL STRUCTURES: 
LMJDSLI DE 

GENERAL REFERENCES 

AGE ll 

U Rin:,i• LE'I. 19f>1• CHROHITE 1:. SO\HHt,ESIERN OREGCN: CREGGN (Li T. GECLOriY ANli MINERA.L lNO. BULL. 52• lt9 P . 
2) THAYER. T. P • ., 1971h UNPUBL. DATA 



CRIB MINERAL RESOURCES FILE 1 

RECORD 1DENTlflCATJON 
RECORD ~o •• ~••••••••• 
RECORD TYPE•••••••••• 
COUNTRY/ORGAMIZATION. 
FILE LINK· Io .... ••••••• 
RAP CUDE NO. OF REC •• 

REPORTER 

tr.C13ll 1 
x1J 
usds 
CCNS\ 

~AKE••••••••••••••••••••••••••• LEE, W 
DATE••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 71 01 

N~HE ANO LOCATION 
OEPOSI T NAME .. .- .. •• •• •• •• •• •••• / ill ONOER GROUP 

MINING DISTRICT/~REA/SUBDIST. ?[ARSOLL PEAK 

COUNTRY COBE••••••••••••••••• JS 
COUNTRY NAME: U1ITED STATES 

ST~TE COOE••••••••••••••• OR 
STATE NAME: JRE~ON 

coeNTY ••••••••••••••••••• CURRY 

0UAt SCALE 
1: 

LtTITUDE 
42-I6-22N 

UTM NORTHING 
4680200. 

TWP ....... 3!:lS 
RANGE •••• lOit 
SECTION •• 11. 
KERlOlAN. W.M. 

QUAD NO OR NUtE 
PEARSOLL PEAK 

LONGITUDE 
123-5O-4-3W 

UTM EASTING 
4 _: 0300. 

?p/ 

UlM ZONE NO 
♦ }0 

POSITION FROM NEAREST" PRfiMINENT LOCALHY: SEl/4 SWJ. /~ 

CQMMCDITY lNFQRMAllO~ 
COMMODITIES PRESENT•••~•••••• CR 

OR[ ~ATERIALS (HlNER~LS, ROCKSaEfC.): 
thROMITE 

EXPLORATION AND DEVEL0PHENl 

.. 



NEWS ITEM 

The following is copied from a letter sent to this office by J . R. 

Holman in answer to a request for information on his milling operation 

in Curry County, for publication in the Ore- Bin . 

"One year ago, in December, we visit9d the operation of Walter B. 

Freeman and LaVern Twombley located in Southern Curry County on the Chetco 

Divide . Having built for them an ore grinding unit of modified Ellis de­

sign identical with the Holman mill in Coalinga, we were anxious to see 

it in operation. 

"Our impression of the district as being an excellent chrome produc­

ing ar~a, and the subsequent d"scusslons of ore development , led to a 

par tnership between Holman, Freeman and Twombley under the trade style of 

the J . R. Holman Wonder Mine . The $100, 000 investment in the 80 ton mill­

ing plant , camp facilities , roads, and mine development we feel has been 

an excellent contribution to the chrome program instigated by D. M. P. A. 

in 1951. 

"Unfortunately, our D7 tractor and J/4 yard shovel exploration, while 

proving the area completely surrounded by chrome deposits, failed to ex­

pose any leads of sufficient width and de th to accomodate an open pit 

operation. Si nce we did not feel qualified, due to lack of experience, 

to undertake the hard rock mining phase which appeared to b~ the ultimate 

answer, we decided to dissolve the partnership and await further develop­

ments . 

"Almost coincident with this move, an opportunity appeared to lease 

the JO claims surrounding the mill, the concentrating plant, camp facil­

ities and all equip:nent to the Tulare Bros . Mining Co. of Gold Hill, 
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Oregon. 

The claims involve properties of the Wonder Group, Young Bros. Daily 
• • 

Dozen, Roy Jackson Group, the Bowser properties, and the White claims . 

The lease was actively prosecuted and nrl..:rl.ng started by December 1st . Al­

though weather has been inclement, considerable ore has already been pro­

duced a.Y1d the lessee reports enthusiastically on the prospects for a 

happy venture . 

11 The Mistake Mine at Coalinga still remains the prize operation of 

J . R. Holman. This open pit mine in Fresno County produced over 3000 

tons of concentrates during 1954, averaging plus 48% Cr203 with 3- 1 ratio . 

At 100- foot depth below original ground surface, the ore deposit is solid 

in the floor for a distance of over 200 feet , with a minimum width of 20 

feet and a maximum width of over 40 feet . The ore is apparently becoming 

heavier and freer from gangue since the pa.st three weks have produced 

over 40 ton of high grade lump. Present production of 2½ to 1 mill feed 

approx.i..mating 600 tons per week with a single½ yard shovel handling the 

excavation and loading . 

"The newest operation in the immediate district is also under J . R. 

Holman management . This is the James Mining Co. mill, with 3½ sections 

of New Idria leases in San Benito County to support their mining. The 

ore body developed gives every indication of becoming an exce ent open 

pit mine of surprising quality. Only two 20- ton loads have been shipped 

since October 1st, but with the first concentrate bringing 53 . 97 Cr2o3 

with 3. 169-1 chrome-iron ratio and the second 55 . 80 Cr203 with 3. 354- 1 

ratio, one could almost imagine that they were handling a premium product . " 



Freeman and Twombly Mill October ' 52 Ore-Bin 
Walt Freeman and Lavern Twombly of Cave Junction are setting up a small chr ome con• 

centrating mill in sec, 11, T. J8 s., R. 10 W., below Sourdough Flat. The mill will consi st 
of a hammermill, a Gibson rodmill, and one table. They plan to concentrate ore from the 
Wonder group located partly in sec. 11 and sec. 14. Shallow workings show considerable 
chromite, some of which is high-grade shipping quality. Sourdough Flat is located about 
l½ miles south of Pearsoll Peak whi ch i s on the county line between Curry and Josephine 
counties. 
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