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: 702 Woodlark Building
— Portland 5, Oregon

Curry County
Chetco District

Preliminary Report on Wonder Group Chrome

Owners: Walt Freeman and LaVern Twombly.

%catiom South center of sec. 11, T. 38 S., R, 10 W, and North center of
&8c, » T. 38 So, R. 10 W,

The Wonder Group consists of three claims (Wonder No. 1, 2, and 3). A sketch
map was made of Wonder No. 2 claim, which had the best exposures of chromite. It
is located about 200 yards north of the quarter corner between secs., 11 and 14, at
about 3300 fest elevation.

There were three cut benches, about 20 by 80 feet in dimension, on the south-
sast sloping hillside,

The ore is a gramilar-disseminated variety in a matrix of altered olivine and
tale, A sample of picked highgrade from an ore pile on the lower bench ran 42.03
percent Crp03 and 11,64 percent Fe (MO-438, P-13497).

Twombly was constructing a small mill on the flat area about 200 yards south-
east of the Wonder No, 2 workings, The equipment consisted of a hammermill,
Gibson rod mill and one table, Poundations were being poured at the time of this
ﬁlitn

Wonder No., 3 claim is leeceded partly in secs.l) and 11, about 100 yards south
of the millsite where a flat area had been excavated with a bulldozer, A pit
about 10 feet deep showed several small stringers, A picked sample from this pit
assayed 42,74 percent Cro03 and 13.63 percent Pe (Mg-439, P-13498),

Wonder No.lwas not visited as littls work had been done on it,

Informant: LaVern Twombly
Visited: 10/3/52

Report by: L.R.
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NEWS ITEM

The following is copied il’rom a letter sent to this office by J. R.
Holman in answer to a request: for information on his milling operation
in Curry County, for publication in the Ore-Bin.

"One year ago, in December, we visited the operation of Walter B,
Freeman and LaVern Twombley located in Southern Curry County on the Chetco
Divide, Having built for them an ore grinding unit of modified Ellis de-
sign identical with the Holman mill in Coalinga, we were anxious to see
it in operation.

"Our impression of the district as being an excellent chrome produc-
ing area, and the subsequent discussions of ore development, led to a
partnership between Holman, Freeman and Twombley under the trade style of
the J. R. Holman Wonder Mine. The $100,000 investment in the 80 ton mill-
ing plant, camp facilities, roads, and mine development we feel has been
an excellent contribution to the chrome program instigated by D. M., P. A.
in 1951..

"Unfortunately, our D7 tractor and 3/L4 yard shovel exploration, while
proving the area completely surrounded by chrome deposits, failed to ex-
pose any leads of sufficient width and depth to accomodate an open pit
operation. Since we did not feel qualified, due to lack of experience,
to undertske the hard rock mining phase which appeared to be the ultimate
answer, we decided to dissolve the partnership and await further develop-
ments,

"Almost coincident with this move, an opportunity appeared to lease
the 30 claims surrounding the mill, the concentrating plant, camp facil-

ities and all equipment to the Tulare Bros. Mining Co., of Gold Hill,




-
Oregon, .

The claims involve properties of the Wonder Group, Young Bros. Daily
Dozen, Roy Jackson Group, th; Bowser properties, and the White claims,
The lease was actively prosecuted and mining started by December lst. Al-
though weather has been inclement, considerable ore has already been pro-
duced and the lessee reports enthusiastically on the prospects for a
happy venture,

"The Mistake Mine at Coalinga still remains the prize operation of
J. R, Holman, This open pit mine in Fresno County produced over 3000
tons of concentrates during 1954, averaging plus 48% Cr03 with 3-1 ratio.
At 100-foot depth below coriginal ground surface, the ore deposit is solid
in the floor for a distance of over 200 feet, with a minimum width of 20
feet and a maximum width of over 40 feet, The ore is apparently becoming
heavier and freer from gangue since the past thre.ae weeks have produced
over 40 ton of high grade lump, Present production of 2} to 1 mill feed
approximating 600 tons per week with a single 2 yard shovel handling the
excavation and loading.

"The newest operation in t.he' immediate district is also under J. R.
Holman management. This is the James Mining Co. mill, with 3% sections
of New Idria leases in San Benito County to support their mining. The
ore body developed gives every indication of becoming an excellent open
pit mine of surprising quality. Only two 20-ton loads have been shipped
since October 1lst, but with the first concentrate bringing 53.97 Cr203
with 3.169-1 chrome-iron ratio and the second 55.80 Crp03 with 3.354-1

ratio, one could almost imagine that they were handling a premium product.”




Freeman and Twombly Mill October '52 Ore-Bin

Walt Freeman and LaVern Twombly of Cave Junction are setting up a small chrome con-
centrating mill in sec. 11, T. 38 S., R. 10 W., below Sourdough Flat. The mill will consist
of a hammermill, a Gibson rodmill, and one table. They plan to concentrate ore from the
Wonder group located partly in sec. 11 and sec. 14. Shallow workings show considerable
chromite, some of which 1s high-grade shipping quality. Sourdough Flat is located about
lﬁ miles south of Pearsoll Peak which is on the county line between Curry and Josephine
counties.
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