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POM,,.lWICK ?l:Q~CO. UNCUBSIFIED DISTRICT 
(Ptimice Aggregate & Building Blocks)· · 

0Wnera-0pe;rator1: 

lllllon L. Moore, Box 248,' Bend, Oregon· 

Orin IL Moore, Madraa, Oregon 

J'ore•on.: 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, CRegon 

DllSCHOT.Ja & J"En'ERSON 
· COUNTIES 

rua eompany operates both a block plant and a pum1ee pit :f'rom wb1eh tl:ley 

:produce aggregate :f'Qr their own use and to retail. 

Be:f'cre 1ta.r'\ing this operation tbe owner• m.anu:f'acturei pumice blocks in 

llama.th,. and during 1945 opened a pumice pit near Chemault. The mining oper

e:t:$.on at Clhemault were suspended beea.use ot the then prevailing unt'avorable 

shipping ra,ea. Pr~ent operations were begun early in 1945. 

GIiner: ·· Olaf' Anderson, Redmond, Oregon 

Location: T 18 $; R 12 :&; S '-8. 'rbis 1s south o:f' Bend end about li 

miles by w:i.paved reed to u. s. Highway 9?. 

Hia-tory: .&. break in the irrigation canal situated above tbi-s '.Property 

led to the discovery or tbis oeeurrence by e:xposiDg it in the resultiDS gully. 

'l'he county then opened up a smal1 p:1.t tor local roed mUerial. 

Geology: The deposit is situated on the northward sloping :f'lank ot. a · 

smaii canyon.·•· The pumice, as e:xposel in tm discovery gully and in the working 
. ~.f~Ja. 

pit, occurs interbedded w1 th 1rash silts 8.Jli, gravels; fhe pumice surtace 1• 

~ssentially level with llut a gentle tip to tbs north.· The bettom. however, pitches 

steeply to the nortll..aO""i·tb:a:t th~ bed tbi.ckea• rapidily. In the worki:ag pit the 



.ness is knoq 'to be in &:teesa ot IO teet. 1'h1• .. thickneu pinches to O in a dist

ance of' about 150 f'e&t. !Aterally, the pud.ce ia .knom •to extend both to. the east 

l:l:011effr, the discov•ry gully reveals a section 'bhrough a subatantial amoun:t of' 

the deposit. '?his proves tbe extension of' the deposit tor a distance of' 175 f'eeJ 

to t.be west and showa the thickness to be as much •• 25-Z0 feet. Here the over

burden varies from a toot or ao over the outcrep portion of' the deposit to about 

5 teat at the exposed f'aoe near the crest of' the slope. Thia overburd.en 18 mo•t11 

tin~ bedd·~~ but locally, and scoured 1n1io the pumice, there ia a lens ot 

heavy wash boulder•• over ta pit the overburden waa only l to 2 teet thick, but 

much ot this material has been piled in the area oeeupiet by the reHrres and Will 

have to be re-handled. 

Pumice in this pit is white and exceptionally tree o:f' contaminatitui. It 

seems barder than tho pumice seen in the 'l'umalo area and the pit rm size ia 

def'initely eoarser. Bow much coaraer is ditticult to state short of' screen anal

yses, but pieces ••~large as a and 3• in diameter were to be ~~en, with i• pieces 

being conmon. 

Pit run material mined even in the &Ull'lller 1 a reportedly wet. A wet yard 

weia,b.K 1400 lbs. No data tor dried wei&ht is available. 
·;.;._.,:\' 

:lquipment and Mining: Overburden remov~al is accomplished by Blalldozer 

on a contract basis • .Jb:eavation ~• doll& by a company owned scraper drawn by a 

tractor. l'umice is draged over a grizaly where it talls tc a bin and is taken 

by a conveyor belt to a set ot rolls. Plua :i~ ~tel"i~>is relllOved by a ti:i:ed 

aoreen and tlle rolls are spaced about i• apart. A bucke't conveyor raises the .: 

~ crushed material to the bunker. 
I 



General-: The bulk of the •terial,. .. prOd'1,ced here goes to the compan1'• bleek 
' ·~ '. •' : " -. 

plant at .Mltdras •. ! ~r tm.s purpose a 14 ton::._ is used.. T.b.e trucking distanaet, 
•/' •• C .,,,. 

is 60 mile&. · Some ot the pumice sold comme!_ciallf bas been shippee. as tar a• 

S&cramento, Qalitornia---by rail at a rate ()f aa,/lOOlbs. fae;wetnesa of the 

pumiee and :tbe rnultant treezing has tendei to restrict operations in this pit 

during the Winter months. 

Looe.tion: Madras, 1etferson County, Oregon 

lbr•ard.L 0

, '?hi·• _plant has been in production for nearly a year. It is 

housed in spacious set ot buildings constructed ot pumice blocks laid up and 

designed in a manner to set an architextural standard tor buildera. While de• 
. ·• 

tails of trim are not wholly completed, the building features large overbangiDg 

eves and general carpentry with a neatness that is striking. Interior finish in ... 

~ eludes ceilings and tluoresoent lights. .A. concrete floor is scheduled 'to be 

laid as soon as the till on which tm building is constructed ia cks sutticiently 

to warrant it. and plans are to landscape around the exterior • 

Plant Equipment & Practice: .Aggregate is stoekpilad outside the building 

Then are conveyed by v,heelbarrow to a 

type block machine. Pallets of :f'reshly molded b~-· 'are Jtao~ed tour high, f"or 

transporting trash .w>lded blocks to the curing room n.--..ii.•~•d cars and twi 
"'l...,,~/~.-

sets ot tracks c:have bee.a'1>rov1'1,~d-.: -..s, CMU.• a~fiJ.&•.10.ng· lit: 32• wide. With 
\•~e.::,. -

pallets stacked tow: high they hold .120 5 x S x 1&• bloeks• The curing room is a 

room o:f' ao,ooo block capacity. Blocks are allowed to atand 10 days. No steam 

or special heat is emplpyed. 

Mix used is 5 parts pumice aggregate, 1 part pumice ,and, l part standarf. 

concrete, 

General: Speci:f'ieations and prices of products available here is aa f•llowa: 

... 



-' .. 
t: 

item Prl.ce at ~ant 

~ 
' 6 % 8 X 16 tile to.21 

,,.,; 

6 X 8 X 12 • .17 

6 X 6 X 12 • .14 

4 X 6 :Z l,8 • .11 

Brick, .04-

Intorpn t: 

Pit: Dillon Moore 

Plant: Orin Moon 

RapQrt 'bz: 

N. s. Wag.ner, J'ebruary 19, 1g47 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

PUI\'I-BRICK TIIB COL:?ANY Unclassified Districts 
Deschutes f: Jefferson Counties (Pumice Agz:·egate & Building Blocks 

Owner 2.nd 
Ouerator: 

Location: 

General: 

Report by: 
Date of Report: 
Informants: 

Dillon L. Uoore, bo:: 2/4.8, Bend, Oree;on 

Orin H. Tioo!'e, ;!adras, Oregon 

T 18 S; R 12 3; Sections 7-8 (:pu;-:.ice pit south of Bend). 

City of I:ladras ( concrete · roduct::c: :Jlant) 

This business ,,;as dissolved October 191J-7-at least the 
was 

punice production :')Ortion thereof 1cras dissolved 2.nd/talcen 

over by ::'.erle Sleeper of t~1e :?'uBice 3ningeering Co:.1pany. 

Present status of the Building Block ~-:ihase of this co;:1~-:iany 

is not knovm. 
' 

i1. E;. 1·:agnor 
Au611st 17, 191"9 
:.'.erle Slee·,Jer 1md R.al:'.'h :.kson (letter, Ilovenber 9, 1948) 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Pumice Engineering Company (punice) U11classified District 
Deschutes County 

Om:1er-O:gera~or: 

Location: 

Histor~r: 

Gene:cal: 

r:erle Slee:9er 
Pumice Engineering Company 
Box 808, Bend, Oregon 

Two 0-;-orking :)its, the V an:.ietre and the Conlee, both si tur~ ted 

close tosether directly south ;:_nc~ southe~::.st o±' Bend resiJectively. 

The VanL1etre pit was fornerly operLted by Dillon L. Moore of the 

Pum Drick Tile Co.rrr:any. The location is T lg S; R 12 E; 

Section 7 & 8. The Conlee -,it is ~xrt o::' a tv:o thousand acre 

tr2_ct in 'I' 18 S; R 12 3; ~oortions o:" sect:l_ons 1, 2, 11 211d 12. 

This conpe.ny began operations in Irexch 19~-7. The Dillon 

~Ioore yit was acc~uired in October 1947 1'Then the Pun-Briel:: Tile 
j 

Con::>any ric.S dissolved. 

r.'linins is done by 3/1: yard Buckeye shovels ,··hich load direct 

to trucks :"'or haulq_;e to -':,he IJrocessine; ~Jl2.nt si tu.c:_ted on the 

railro2_d in the L1elustrial District of Bend. The shmrel is 

(les;:-; f-1•2.ctured 2_nd ;-:1o~·e uniforr:,_) -,:it run ":lant feed is 

ff':'Jerionced during the ninter months 

need of stripping only small e.reas o: overburden at a t:L-:1e. 

Dozers are used f o:i..~ s-t,ri}:oing s_nc1 the 0'.)r2.ctice e1:r;;loyed is 

to doze ovsrburden into tho old pit. 
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For a description of the occurrence as exposed by the vanrJetre pit 

reference is made to the report entitled Pum-Brick Tile Company, N. s. 

Waeoer, February 1947. The Conlee pit was not visited but is under

stood to be similar to the VanMetre occurrence. Overburden reportedly 

varies from thrreto 30 feet and the pumice from fifteen to twenty-six. 

Products put out by this company include a monolithic aggregate from 

5/8 to plus 3/16 mesh; clean segregated and sized aggregate to consumer's 

specifications; a block aggregatefilend~ and a pumice plaster sand under 

the trade na.me of Therm-0-Li te. 

Aggregate processing is accomplished by means of rolls and vibrating 

screens, the various grades being putout by manipulation of screen sizes 

and screening-crushing stages. The plaster sand is treated in a separate 
-

plant in which it is crushed, screened, dried to a dead dry and sacked. 

Details regarding the mechanics of the process have been with held from 

publication at the ovmer 1 s request. This plaster se,nd phase of 

production was commenced during March 1949. Aggregate is sold for ~1.60 

per yard F.O.B., loaded. The price of plaster sand is $0.66 per 95 

pound sack, ((about 4 cubic feet). 

Shipments are made 95 percent by rail uith the largest market area being 

the State of Washington. Distant points reached by this producer include 

Vancouver, B. C. and Sacramento, California. 

Report by: 
Date of Exarn: 
Date of report: 
Informant: 

N. S. Wagner 
August 1, 1949 
August 17, 1949 
Mr. And Mrs. Sleeper 



ROCK MESA OBSIDIAN 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Lane and Deachutea 

Rowel Williama describe■ an occurrence of obsidian at Bock Mesa 

having an areal extent of more than a aqua.re mile in •volcanoes ot 

the Three Sisters Region, Oregon Cascades•, University of California 

Geological Science Bull., vol. 27, no. J, P• 58. 

Rock Mesa is located in sec. 291, T. 17 s., R. 8 E. on the Jane

Deschutes county line. 

..... 



Tum 

702 W oodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Tumalo ---- Pumice 
P.um 

Deschutes County 

I 

This report is sup:Jlement #1 for a re,ort under the SPJne title 
by N.S. Wagner, FebruQry 15, 1947. 

Operator: 0. ii'.'. Grubb and Sons, Route 2, Box: 73, Bend, Oregon 

Location: T 16S, R 12~, Section 29 (Nrr% ) 

General: This o;-eration he.s been inc.ct:i..ve thr:,ughout the current 

year although prior to the.t a spora.r:'.ic production Tias 

made each year since the operaticm first ste .. rted. 

/.<Z 
Th@ oper:::ttors still h0ld the ,,roperty under_;ifase e.nd the 

plant and digginc equi::,ment is intact. It is doubtful, 

however, if crpe:.~ations will be resumed acccirding to Mr. 

0.11'1'. Grubb. 

Report by: N.S. T'.'agner 
Date of Zxam August 2, 1949 
Informant: Mr. O.'!J'[. Grubb and Mrs. Don Grubb 

: ~ ,,,,,_ -· 11111111111111 
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702 W oodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

!'ll)Q.to { ~. ) :,mnox (Pu.ice} 
bl 

tJJlaLA881 ll'!ID DISfII! Oil :. WCB1'1'18 COUNfY 

9J!ra \orJ 

c. •• Grubb & ·•u,' Rt. a, Boz ,3, anl, "Onion. 

1ames .A. :11.der, Bend, 01"8gOD. (a. 2) 

Looatii:o.r 

!' 1e· S; :a 12 lC; Sat ·(nfh tJA• l•"ll'cln --•t·d tu·Htl._4 siding •t 

Delfchu'tes. This road 1·1 elirrtli:ltl.1 U4ff ·e-..tnetid di eetMil.-4 ~-· be pa'f'ad 
1

in the ~&r tutu:re. The truck blul to Bend na tile 014 Jltdao.nd. pa.Ted bighny ia 

a m11.,. 
m.,toa: : 

!leae opaatore ••re aoit••··1~1lt .. , d i9'6 111ltn&'••h UJU the 

'property .. j prospeat•d. am •chin91T ·•--lei ·'ad. ooaetftet•• Pl'otueUon ,..._ 

gan about J'aauar, 1, 194'1. 

DiTilo:pment! 

!ihe property •• opened by b11.U40aer out• at thl a1 te of the ,resen:t; pit, 

and coilt111.ui ty of the deposit has been e1tabliiJ114·'oil Nti ram ot th• pit · 

· by bu1.ldozer cut, and shallow hol••• '1'h1a test work ia on the •uthern flank 

ot a ioir hill with gently sloping sidea. No p:ros:peet work has·beea d<>ae ~,si.w 

the continuity or the deposit under the hill to tlle north~ or \e ahow-th•;ilu.ck

·lieas} fd'. the ·overbU'den there. The work done along the flank ot the hill• baa 

44NJ101'l8trat~d the ~i;tence of a auf'tieient amo,m,t or gOod appUlring ptim1:ce .... 
~,· •' ; 

.. ~ti~' ,he ~--:n~N\ellt ot· JaOderlte: ioale J1"0duct1oi. 
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Geology: 

The nature ot the occurrence is best revealed in the working pit. '.fhia pit 

is 120 teet long by 20 teet in width. The length parallels the tlank ot the hill. 

'l'he contour ot the surface ot the pumice deposit as revealed bere tends to contom 

to that ot the hilllitselt. Operations have not proceeded tar enough to square 

up the :f.'ace on the uphill side ot the cut, but a total thicknesa ot lf ,.at ot 

pumice bas been eata.blished with pumice still constituting the floor on the low-

est out. 

The pumice is very light to ,rbi~• in color. It reportedly weighs between 

1100 and 1200 lbs. per cubic yard~!:":"~nt~~~• ::;~ '.i~ppears to be close 

to j-• w1 th but a small amount exeeeding t!a t mesh to a aanawa ot :perhaps l or 

lt inches. 

overburden at the pit has ranged tram l to 4 teet ill thickness. 'l'his con

sists ot both soil and a rather sharply defined layer ot discolored pumice. 'fhe 

4' thickness more or less prevails on 'the mnb. or uphill aide ot the out, but 

as bas already been .menu. oned, 1he contour ot 1b.e pumice ■urtace appeai"a to con

form tairly closely w1 th the contour ot the hill ao ihat the 1ib.ickness ot overburden 

may not increase appreciably to the north, or at least may- do so only graduall,-. 

l!iq u1 pmen t: 

Pumice ia excavated by a tractor with a llade and is pushed to set ot vibrat-

1.ng screens and rolls. 

A.n elevator hoists the crushed product to a bunker, situated in the pit. 

The ash of the product is varied to suit the buyer, but is usually abo~ ¼•• 

General Intormati on: 

The property is favorably situated in gentle rollil'J6 to level country w1 th 
I With 

good roads. Preeipi'tation will no't greatly interfere/operations as f'ar as exca-

vation goes, but .1I10isture migh't prove an undesirable !'actor tor a sb>rt time tur

ing the early spring. 
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Geology: 

The nature of the occurrence is best revealed in the working pit. This pit 

is 120 feet long by 20 feet in width. The length parallels the flank ot the bill. 

The contour of the surface of the pumice deposit as revealed here tends to conform 

to that ot the hi 11 ::..1 tself. Operations bave not proceeded tar enough to square 

up the face on the uphill side of the cut, but a total thickness ot lt ~•et of 

pumice bas been established w1 th pumice still constituting the floor on the low-

est cut. 

'l'.b.e pumi ee is very light to :,rbite in color. It reportedly- weighs between 

1100 and 1200 lbs. per cubic y-ard~~!:'"':o!~nt~~~-;.;-!;.~ :appears to be close 

to i" with but a small e.mount exceeding tla I mesh to a .mazilll1llll ot Jerhaps l or 

li inches. 

overburden at the pit has ranged from l to 4 teat in thickness. '1'.bis con

sists of both soil and a rather sharply- defined leyer ot discolored pumice. The 

4' thickness more or less prevails on the mrth or uphill side ot the cut, but 

as has already been menu. oned, 1he contour ot the pWliee •urtace appeai:'s to con

form fairly closely with the coIItou.r ot the hill ao that the 1.hickness of overburden 

may not increase appreciably to the north, or at least may do so only gradually. 

Equipment: 

Pumice is excavated by a tractor with a llade and is pushed to set ot vibrat

ing screens and rolls. 

An elevator hoists the crushed product to a bunker, situated in the pit. 

The .uash ot the product is varied to suit the buyer, but is usually about ¼•• 

General Inf'ormati on: 

The property is tavorably situated in gentle rolli~ to level country w1 th 
, With 

good roads. Precipitation will not greatly interfere/operations as tar as exca-

vation goes, but moisture might prove an undesirable factor tor a sh>rt time au.r

ing the early spring. 
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Economics: 

Although t.bis canpany is supplying tbs buildi.I8 trade consumers at the pre

sent time, a.Di plans to continue dOiJ8 so, they are seriously consiqering sacking 

a clean sized product to be sold to poultry raisers as chicken and turkey litter 

a.Di are looki.t\'i!; into the possibilities ot obtaining contracts. For such purpose 

screened, sized pumice possesses many :t'avorable characteristics. Pumice is highly 

absorbant yet does not become slippery or fermented when wet as does sawdust or 

peat moss. Pumice is non-poisonous when eaten as com.pared to organic materials 

which sometimes do prove poisonous. Pumice is non-intls.m.able which is an im

portant attribute in instances wbare portable beaters al'9 used in the 11.rooders 

or hatcheries. Lastly, pumice oa.n be, ~ted 1'1th vir.t.'1a lice-conh'ol medicanta. 

Informants: 

Grubb and Sons 

Report by: 

N. s. -,vagner, February 15, 1947 



VIE~J OF 'l'l:IB TUMA.LO PUMICE .t'LANT 



Pum-Br.lck Tile Oo 
NAME 

Pumice 18S 
T 

11 :g 

R 

OLD NAMES 

7-8 
s 

• 'P,.s.c.h_-q"t.flf'. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • COtJ?n'!' 
Pleat in 1etteraon County -- lfadru 

• p_n_e."l!f!.s.sJ-.t}-,.4. • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • AREA 

................................ ELEVATION 

. . . . ' ........... . ••••••••••••••• ROAD OR HICJrNAY 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DIS?ANCE TO 
SHIPPING POINl' 

PRESENT LEGAL OWNER (S) .Pumice4 •• 0J.at • .A.ncleraQn •...... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
OPERATOR' Pa Briok ltlU.• Oe Meaaera D.L. and O.H. lloo:re .................. ' ......................... . 
Name of claims Area Pat. UnI?,at. 

EQUiruENT ON PROPERTY· 

MI•21 

Pnmj Cl •a:gm!JJ: 12d' 000 
MINOR MINERALS 

PUBLISHED lm'ERENCES 

MISCELLANEOUS Rl!DORDS 

Mdre s s •••• ~!-4'9t4, . Q~f! 6Q: t-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................................... 

D.L. lt>on Box 148, Bed Oregon 
. O,~.JIQQft► -•~u► .o~cQII. ........ . ............ 
Name of claims Area Pat. UnI?,a.t. 

.. 
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