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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Pumice Engineering Company (pumice aggregate) Deschutes County 

Owner: Merle Sleeper 

Operating address: Bend, Oregon 

General: 

~· 

This company is~out of business. Operations 

terminated at the end of 1951 and the plant and 

equipment was sold in the summer of 1952. There is 

no~su---:cessor operation. ~ ~ 

**~ ~'0> 
(<,,.., ~ ~ Report by: 

~ \~ 'vj ~ Date: 

~~~ 

N. s. Wagner 
January 27, 1953 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Porlland, · Oregon 

Pumice 3ngineering Com:Jany (pumice) Unclassified District 
Deschutes County 

Ovmer-Ouerator: 

Location: 

General: 

Merle Sleeper 
Pumice 3ngineering Company 
Box 800, Bend, Oregon 

T 18 S; R 12 E; Sections 7 and S (VanMetre or old Moore pit) 
T 18 S; R 12 E; Sections 1, 2, 11 eBd 12 (Conlee pit) 
Processing plnnt on railroad in Industrfr.1 District of Bend. 

This operation is conducted on an engineering basis more so 
than is any other pumice operation in Oregon. I have heard 
however, that the company is in a delicate financial shape; 
that they are operating under a large· (and recent) R.F.C. 
loan. Th2t their financial shape is delicate I was given 
to understc.nd by Sleeper himself. T!Iention of the R.F .c. 
loan came through one of Sleeper's cheifest competitors. 
In this respect all operators~-~istrict are outspoken 
in adverse criticism of Slee~' ' · ess ability and ethics. 
Competitive friction is ~-e e . icularly between Sleeper · 
and nrilliamson. Sle~r es :t esi tate to discuss the fact, 
but I never have li· · · · n dovm other operators personal 
character. In hi · ions uith me Sleeper was very frank, 
didn I t hesi t~,,-~ ·. r any questions, but dinn' t hesitate 
either in~" · n . 1c. he wanted kept confidential- and rrhy. 
On th~-el ·1 all other operators and p2rticule.rly so 
l7~i i :... n vrere secretive to a gre2.ter or lesser extent, 
a · e to be evasive in their answers to questions re-

g their operations. For my part I illrn Sleeper and 
is my feeling t,hat he is Et victim of a sr.aee,r ca.-·:paign 

d by T!illiarwon. 

Production by this company for the year 1948 amounted to just 
short of 30,000 yards.. Jata on hand (letter November 9, 1911-8 
fron Ral!Jh I>'lason) gives a production of 36,925 yards for the_ 
year 19L,7 betneen March of said year and the end of December. 

The Plaster Sand plant mentioned in the green paper report 
consists of a 3 x L1-5 foot rotary furnace through r:hich :'..)Umice 
is moved by a combination of rotary motion and suction. This 
furnace is fired with fuel oil. The plaster s,md plant is 
equipped 1"ri th its mm rolls end combination vibration and 
rotary screens.· . Pumice is d·::ad dried. The finish product is 
12 mesh to 200 A.S.T.I:T. specification. The stages of crushing 
and screening and temperature ranges naintained are considered 
a trade secret as ':rh'Uch time and e::cpense ··ent into research in 
connection with development of this plant. The plant has a 
capacity of 200 cubic feet but I heglected to ascertain if 
on an eight hour or twenty-four basis. About 10 percent of the 
pumice fed to this plant ends up in a very fine state of 



702 Wt>odlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

subdivision which cu::trently rates as ,.,raste n::.terial. A sample 
of this material was secured for test ::_mrposes with the suggestion 
that experiments be made to deternine whether or not it might 
posses properties rendering it suitable for :pottery glazing or as 
a carrier for spray type insecticides. In this connection 
reference is made to a letter to Libbey, August 18, 1949. 

Report by: N. S. ragner, August 19, 1949 
Informants: r1r. & Urs. Sleeper, Ralph ?:-Tason and others. 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Pumice Fllgi.neering Company (pumice} U:oclas11:t£ied Diatriot 
Deechut~s County 

91PR::SlPS--• 

BiNnl 

Merle Sleeper 
Pumice Eogiueering Compau'J' 
Box 808, Bend, Oregon 

. 
Two working pits• the VanMetre and the Conlee, both situated 

close together directly south and sout.heaet of Bend respectiT-1.r• 

'l'h• VanMetre pit was rormerl.y' operated by Dillon L. Moore of the 

Pum Brick Tile Company. The location 1s T 18 SJ a l2 EJ 

Section 7 & 8. the Con1ee pit 1s part of a t1ro '\houaand .. en 

tract in 'r is SJ R l2 EJ portions of s•ctions l, 2, 11 and 12. 

This company began operations in March 1947. Th• Dillen 

MoGre pit was acquired ill October 1947 when the Pull-Irick Tile 

Company was dissolved. 

Mining is done by 3/4 yard Buckere shovels which load direct 

to trucks for haulage to the processing plant situated on the 

railroad in the Industrial District or Bend• The shovel is 

preferred by this operator on the grounds that (1) a better 

(leas fractured and more uniform) pit run plant feed is 

secured by means or vertical cuts up the faceJ (2) less 

difficulty:Ln digging is experienced during the winter months 

due to the aaintainenoe of TerticaJ. faces and the consequent 

need 0£ stripping only small areas of overburden at a time, 

Dozers are used for stripping and the practice employed is 

to doze OV'erburden into the old pit. 



Fo~ a deacription or the occuttenoe as exposed by the VanMetre pit 

retaN1Doe is made to th• report entitl'6d PmD.-Brick 'file Company, !f,. s. 

Wagner; Februarr 1947 • Th• Conlee pit was not Tieited but 1s uader

•toal. to be s:tnd l ar to the VartUetre ocau:rrenee. oYerbul"den r-eportedl.J' 

,.art•• hOJI thr·e to 30 feet and the pumice from tltteen to twenty-six·• 

Products pat out by this oompa:ny include a monolithic aggregate tr. 

,/s to phJa 3/16 aeahJ Clean segregated and sized aggregate to oonsuaer•11 

specifica.tionsJ a bl.oak aggregatelttnde and a. :PUJ!ic• planer •sand under 

the trade -name of 'rhe:nt-0-Li te. 

Aggregate proeee·si.llg 1:6 accomplished by m9alls of rolls and Tibrating 

•~ens, the Ta.rious grades being putout by manipulation of screm sizes 

and screening-crushing stages. The plaster sand is treated ·1n · a. s~at. 

plant in whiah it is crushed, sc'.t"eened.1 dried to a dead dry and sacked~ 

· Detaila. r.garding th• mech.anics or the process ha.Te been rl th held. f'rOll 

· publication at the owner's request. This plarster sand phase of 

production was comm•eed during llareh 1949. Aggregate is sold for tiJ>o 
per fard F,o.B., load.«.. The price or plaster sand 1s to.66 pet' 95 

pound aa.clt, ( (about 4 cubic feei)- · ·. 

Shiplltats are ,-de 95 ~eroent by rail rl th the largest market area beiJ,.g 

\he Btat••-M' :,ru~. Distant points reached by- this producer inolud• 

Ve.nCCJ'lff'er, B. c. and Sao:ramento, Cal.ifornu.. 

* * ff * 
Report ·byt N. St Wagner 
Date or Exams Auguet l.1 1949 
Date of report$ August. 17, 1949 
Intormant1 ·Jir. And llrs • Sleeper 
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