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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Tumalo Tt:lm Pumice 
Pum 

Unclassified District 
Deschutes County 

This report accompanies green paper supplement# 1 under the same 
title by N. S. Wagner, August 2, 1949. 

Ouerator: 

Location: 

O. ~- Grubb & Sons, Route 2, Box 73, Bend, Oregon 

T 16 S; R 12 E; Section 29 (NW¼) 

Production of block 2.ge;regate for the year 1948 is 

reported at 6200 cubic yards. This figure is be.sed on 

se.les records and "'as su;,p\~\,,. Don Grubb, 

O. W. Grubb rep(1~~ed intere.,,t on the uart of 

poultrv rat~~~e for litter ;mrposes, but his 

end~~td\:Y~talize on this phase of the rasrket 

~~ ma~eriali2e -- reportedly because of the demand 

~r a completely moisture-free product. 
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TOMA.LO (-= ) PUJaOJC (Pmaiae) lllaLASSI lID DIST.II: OT 

0pre.,oi-1 

o. •• Gftbb • sou, at. a. :em: '73, Bem, Oregon 

OlrMrs 

Lo.-t1011: 

702 W oodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Deaollutea. Thia road 1• ourrentq under eonat:ruotioa and ache4uled. to be paTe4 
(,'\~ 

111 the mar tutu:re. '1'he truck l:aul to Bend na the olcl Iildaond paTed bighwq 1• 

8 Id.lee. 

ma,or1: 
fll ... operator• NN aoUTe throughout aoa't or 19M duriag w.blcth UM '11• 

propert7 na proa~cted and mch1ne17 aaaembled end. eonnruded. Production be• 

gan about J'aauary 1, 194'1. 

Dffelopent: 

The property•• opened bJ bulldozer cruta at tlll site ot the praaeat pit• 

and oontinui ty ot the deposit baa l>Mn eaultUsbe4 on both tla.JIJQJ ot tu pit 

bf bulldozer out• and shallow holee. This test work 1a O.ll Uie eouthern tlank 

ot a low hill •1th gently sloping aidea. No prospect work baa bee done w all>w 

the conUnUi ty ot the depoai t under the hill to the north, or to aho• the thict

MH ot the OYerburden there. The work done a long the tlaD.k ot the hill, .baa 

demonstrated the existence ot a suttielent amouat ot 800d appearing puld.ce to 

juatit)- the ooamencUl81lt ot aoo.eraie eoale production.. 



.. a-

Geology: 

1'be nature ot tlle occurrence is beat reTealed in the working pit. fJ.'hia pi• 

11 120 teet long by 80 teet in width. The length pare.llela the t'lank ot the hill. 

The contour ot the surtace ot the plllllice depoei t as revealed bere tend.a to ooAtom 

to that or Uie h11Litselt. Operations ha'H not procNded tar enough to aqua.re 

up t.be taee on the uphill side ot the cut, but a total thickneaa ot 1• i.-t ot 
; 

pumice has been established with pumice still constituting the tloor oa ..the low-

eat out. 

The pumice is very light to:.,• te in color. It reporiedly walgh,e be-.WNn 
· t run in. the a11J1111er. · 

1100 and 1200 lba, per cubic ya The coaaon pit rm aeah appears to be close 

to i" w1 th but a amal.l amount exceeding '\lat mesh to a aanaua ot pu.ilapa l or 

li inohea. 

OYerburden at the pit has mnged tr011l l to 4 teet in thickness. 'l'hia con

sists at both 1011 and a mther abarplJ detined laJer ot diacolored pWlioe. The 

4' thickneas more or leae prevails on the north or uphill aide . ot the (lilt, but 

as has alread:, been menu. oned, 1he contour ot Ule pum.ce aurtace appean to con .. 

t'orm fairly closely w1 th the contour ot the hill eo '\hat the iihiekneas ot overburden 

may not -increase appreciably to the north, or at least m.ay do so only gN.duall7. 

19,uipnt: 

Pumice is excavated b1 a tmctor with a llade and is pushed to set ot Tibra~ 

ing screens and rolls. 

A.n elevator hoists the crushed product to a bunker, situated in the pit. 

The ash ot the produot is 'fB.ried to suit the buyer, bu\ is usu.ally about¼"• 

General Intormation: 

The proparty is favorably situated in gentle rolli~ to level countr.r v4. th 
With 

good roads. Preoipi tati an will not gr•tl7 in.te-rterJ operations as tar as e:a:ca-

Tation goes, but .11¥)1sture might prOV'e an uadesirable taetor tor a sb:Jrt tiae tw:

ing 1ib.e eari, apl'i ng. 



lo OD.Omi Cl : 

.Although tld.s ccapaay is- supplying the buildi.18 tre.d• consumer• at the pre• 

aen.t time• am plans to oonUa'lle doing so, 11he7 are 9!riou.al.y' conaidel'ing saokiq 

a clean si•d product io be sold to poultry raisers as chicken and turkey 11 iter 

am are loold~ in.to the poas1billt1es ot obtaining contraota, lor neh purpoH 

aoreened, stzed pumiee possesses .IDi;UlJ favorable ohara.oter1atics. Pumice 1• highly 

absorbaat yet does not l>eoane slippery or fermented wriell wet as doe• saY4uat or 

p•t .ll10at, Pumioe 1a nen-PoiaoAoua when eaten as oorape.red. to organic aateriall 

which sometimes do p:rove po1sonoua. Pumice 1 • non-1n.tl8.1111able whieh ia an 1•
portant attribute in instances where portable heater• an u•d in the kroodeN 

or haicheries. Lastly. pumice ea.n be treated w111h nrious lioe-con)'rol •41ou.ta. 

Iatormantas 

Gw'bb and Sons 

Report bJ: 

N. s. 'ltagner, lebruary 115, 194, 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

!hil ?-eport u 8UP11lement #1 tor a. re:,ort undw the a~ ti \le 
by D.S. Wagner, February 151 19/~7 • ' 

yeer al though :,rlo:r to that a aporat ic production tvas 

msde each :year since the op1:.n-atic,n first sta...~ed. 

Th& 01')0I"a.tora still hold the property under baee end the 

pl.ant and digging equ:t::~mQ!lt is intact. It is doubtful, 

how'8'f'er, if 01)e-:.;-•a\ioul3 will be resumed according to Mr• 

o.w. Gl"Ubb• 

'Report by-. 1.s. Wagner 
Date or Exam .tu.gust 2, 1949 
tnrr:mumta Mt-. o.w. Grubb Md urs. Don Grubb 
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