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FERRIS & BARCHBANK DRAGLI~·GpID DRIDGE 
near John Day , Oreg, n. ·--- · 
Main of:fl ce--San. Francisco, Calif. 

Property consists of 200 acres from 120 to 800 feet wide 
extending along the ~ohn Day River from a point 1-1/2 miles 

" 
below John Day to 6 miles b_elow trie town. Elevations are between 
3200·am 3300 feet above sea level. 

Operations started in June 1935. Exploration work consisted -
of between 90 and 100 shafts. They have a 40' x 60' steel hul1, 
6'x 35' revolving screen. Their bucket is a 4-yard Page bucket. 
Water is pumped by means of a diesel engine. They use water from 

the river and that coming f:ro m above ''bed-rock", and try to 
have 150 miners inches of water to keep the pond cl eai • They 

V10rk the year rourn even in freezing weather, the coldest to date 
being 35 degrees above zero. 

FERRIS & MARCHBAfH( DRAGLTNE GOID DREDGE 

(John Day, Ore.) 
(cont'd) 

TLey report handling s,ooo to 6,000 cubic yards a dcY. 

(2) 

Their bed rock is a false bottom of sticky clcV• They get a little 
platinum am silver as well as gold. The gravel is medium sized 
ar.d n~t much clay is handled, tllough most of the gold has been 
four.a. close to the false bed-rock. It costs about 8 cents a yard 
to operate but they have been very successful, largely because 

of firstclass equipment and experienced miners. Last year over 

2,000,600 yards were treated and 12,584.57 fine oz. of bullion shipped, 
valued ~t about $400,000. Their tota. production is 20,534 fine oz. 
since starting operations, a.11.d this is valued at $715,000. Last 
year 40-50 acres were mined. The gold comes originally from 
Canyon Creek and the creek above eanyon. 

For particulars to be included in catalogue write to their San Francisco 
office. 
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PLACER SUMMARY 

1. Present name of property Farria @PO va,;r9hba.uk Placer• (Dragline Boat) 
Operating company (or individual Ferris and Marchbank Placers 
Address John Day · Count7· Grant 
Location · 4 mile• be-low J'ohn Dey' on J'ohn Day River J'. H. h'r.ris ) Partners 
Area·of holdings • J'. w. -uarohbank San rranciaco 

335 acres along river. J'ohn B. Smith, SUperinteJJdent 
· 1. B. Carothers, .locountan.t 

2. History of property - past and recent: 
Operationa begun 11.m.e, 1935. 
Shut down amre.l .roonths i·n 19&'1 tor repairs. 

3. History of production - yardage moved and bullion shippedJ 
Daily average yardage moved: 6000 to 6500 yards. 

4. Development - acres mined, exploration of drilling, shafts, cuts: 
157 acres mined. Entire area explored with prospect shafts ■paced 100 feet 

ape.rt in lateral lines 100 feet apart. Operations proved test results Within 
i; (?). 

5. Water rights - number of ditches, length, priorities, water allowed by law, 
amount actually used (average), length of mining season, av. date begin 
mining in Fall, av. date mining ends in Spring, etc.: 

Water used: 5000 gallons/minute f'rom Byran-Jackson 10" pump. Mine all year 
around. 

6. Geology and General Description: - Elevation above sea, gulch or flat operation, 
topography, character of bedrock, kinds of country rock, nature of gravel, na
ture of gold, amount of clq, and boulders, nature of gold, source of gold, 
winter snow conditionst etc.: 

Flat operation. Bedrock is false--blue clay- (6' to 10' deep). Boulders 
only along shore lines. No teats made below blue clay although gravel is known 
to be present. Dig about l' ot blue clay. 

7. Equipment - pipe, giants, etc. Bucbyrua-Monihan diesel-electric dragline with 4 yard 
bucket. Walker type. Floating wash plant. One lOB Buchyrus shovel. 5 electric 
portable wel4era. Water distillation plant. caterpillar. One byatone drill. 

8. Remarks - economics: High or low cost, principal drawbacks, reasons for success 
or failure, apparent life of operation based on quantity of gravel, etc. 

Wash plant bas 25' x 32' sluicing area. 
Teating at present with impact-amalgams.tor revolving pan. Results indefinite yet. 
175 acres still to be mined. Average depth equal to 12'. 

Costa: (Contidential) 
Stripping--2~ 
Total coat including depreciation--8¢/yard 
Ground average-12,' to l,8¢/yard. 

It aeama to me to be a close margin proposition. Shut-downs are expensive; and 
it they have many (as they have had in past), I cannot see the percentage of prof'it. 

Imm\ •~~•~••• 
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FERR.IS f.c NkdCHBA.NK {Plaoer) 

NOV 27 1940 ) 
a i!.· ~.:E()Lv(.. Y 

~ , ... ,,',Ci-<.AL INDS. 

Canyon District 

Operators: Ferris and _,archbank Placers, John Vay, Oregon. J. H. 
Ferris and J. vi. Marchbank, Daly City, California, are operating as a part
nership ''i th .lerris as general manager; John B. Smith, superintendent; 
~. B. Carothers, purchasing agent. 

Location: 4 ruiles below John uay on John Day River. 

Area: 335 acres along river, frorn 120 to 800 feet wide •. 

History: Ope2"1tiona begun June, 1935. Shut doY/11 several months in 
1937 for repairs. Daily average yardage 1:wved: 6000 to 6500 yards. 

. Equipment: Bucj1yrus-Lonib.a.n diesel-eleotric drE!,gline with 4 yard bucket. 
1:alker tYJ>e. Floating wash plant. Cne lOB Bucjyrus shovel. 5 electric 
portable welders. iJater distillation plant. ;:.:aterpillar. One keystone 
drill. Jragline--250h.;. Diesel-Electric {Fairbanks 1,:orse), 5 cylinders • 
.. ash plant--280 h.;. Straight Diesel (:!'airbanks :.:orse, 8 cylinders). ifour 
buckets (119 cu_. ft. capacity) kept on hand. Teeth are changed every 4 hours. 
Built up wi tL hascrome-J!la,n;:;anal Jtod.s. _,equires 7-10 minutes for chun~~ 
Twenty-ei),t ien crew. Three shii'ts witb five operators per shift. Balance 
in shop and on surtace • 

.Jevelopment: 157 acres mined. ,;:;;ntire aret'c explored ni th prospect 
shafts spaced 100 feet apart in lateral lines 100 feet apart. Operations 
have proved test results ,,ithin 1:¢• i,ater used: 5000 gals. per minute 
from Byron-Jackson 10" pump. . .. ine all year arot111d. 

~eolo0y: ?lat operation. Bedrock is i'alse--blue clay (6' to 10' deep), 
.nost ~0ld. near it. Boulders on. y alon__; sho:r-e lines •. No test made belo·,,. blue 
clay, althouch i:;l'':l.Vel is knc.-1.n to be -;_,resent. ui6 about l' of blue clay. 
Gold comes oric;inally frvm Canion .;reek. 

;{emarks: \.ash phmt ha_s 25' x J2' sll:.icin0 area. Testill;;:; at present 
with impact-ar.1algat1atc• r resol vin,~ pan. 01.esul ts inu.efini te yet. 175 acres 
still to be mined. ~verage de~th equal to 12'. 

Informant: A. V. ~uine (4/26/38) 
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