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1. ?resent m:..:-_;.e of property: John Jay Flacers (until 1934); now Becktell cc Hall Flacers 
_. ~per2ting co::apany (or individual): c. ,1. Hall, l'ortland, Pres.; -, .• c. Becktell, Io_r_t_l_a-nd-, 

, .. ine ~.gr. 
Address: Canyon 8ity County: Grant 
Location: .,rea co .. 1prising old .. ,;arysville Flacer including Lonr; }ulch, ,iindlass ;.ulch, 

· ich ~ulch, and ·.:.uartz _;.ulch, 1{ jj1iles J. of Canyon Gi ty. 
~1rea of holdin_;s: 1600 a.cres--840 under lease; 760 deeded property. Stock co";.pany of 

5 shar·eLolders--all Portland people. 

2. i,istory of -property - pc.st and recent: 
Tast history involved in .arysville heydey--in which thousands of y21us of ;;round 

,oved With .;iants. Iresent activity involves the viorking of these old tailin6s as well 
as vir~in ;;round lJy ,let:rns of ;iants and by the use of a wvsl:lin6 plant with alle__;ed capa
city of 500 y,1rds pe1· ciay. 

3. Eistory of production - yardage 
Past production unavailable. 

years. J!.'xpenses' ot operution only 

ao ved and bull ion shi :pped: 
I rR sent co;11pany has :10ved. 75,000 yards during past two 
:cehirn. '3ullion roturns not given. 

4 • .Jevelopment - acres ,11ined, exploration of drillin,s, shalts, cuts: 
,.llec;ed 1/3 1.nined--::.;round has been greatly dissected by past operations leuvi~ areas 

of virgin ground surrounded by pi ts and sluice wa~-probably low pay. lJi t testing alle::;ed 
tr prove 5,000,000 yards from 15¢ to ;,J;l.90. 'rhey hope it vJill average 50¢-60¢--no actual 
avera,:;es struck. 

5. '.;ater rL.:;hts - n1.1.::1ber of ditches, len~th, priori ties, -.w.ter allowed by law, 
amount actually used (average), len_;th of .,li11inc::,; season, av. date begin minin6 
in /all, av. date minin,; ends in Sprin~, etc.: 

Purchase ·aater rro,:1 Eill::..s ditch (surplus), cost: }100.00 cas~, ;'100.uO work on ditch 
and 4,~ of :;ross returns frcrn propertJ on which m1 ter is useu. each year; (approx. 40 11 ); have 
two other ditches supplying 40t1 under lease and bond. 3egin rninin.:; around April 15; water 
gone about July 1--present plans call for a reservoir sys tern to oper'.:lte 6-8 months. In
definite as yet. ..ater comes fro,a Strnwberry ;.iange--snow conditions control at present. 

5. ;.eology and ;eneral .Jesription: - ElevF.ttion above sea, u;ulch or ,;lat ope1·ation, top-
o_;raphy, character of bedrock, kinds of countr-.1 rock, nature of :;ravel, nature of 

,c;old, amount of clay, and boulders, nature of ::;old, source of .::;old, v1inter snow con-
ditions, etc.: Elevation 4200' down to 3000'. Two sulch operations, one pit. Country 

rock serpentine and altered c;abbroid rocks. ,;.ravel size of ,iead and s.naller. 2 to 6' of 
overburden whe:;:•e ::;round is virgin. ,•:edium sized ,.;old ;:;rains to fine --so;ae coarse--f'ine
ness 9.lle:;ed to be 900. ~ravel beds apl)ear to l:nve been forrned in back eddy of •-i,clsrtz 
Gulch at its confluence with the ancient South :Tork of the John Jay. s,J,Ui te like:..1 all of 
;,.,,.e gold cmae fro:11 the Canyon :t. area through "uartz Gulch and its subsiduaries. Coarse 
,:;old found in :;arysvilleF;,,r: 

7. J:q_uipu1ent - pip9, ;iants, etc.: 
3 ,;iants--2 Ho. 1, 1 ::~o. 2. 2000' of 7" to 15" pipe. rressure head at :pi t--200i-

Lon~ -~ulch--80il'-- ,,a shin,_; :plant--45). 

B. i,:e,narks - econo;uics: llish or lovJ cost, principal dr.ctnbacks, reasons for success 
or failure, appcrent life of ope.cation pased on q_ua11ti ty o: 6 ruvel, etc.: 

Contractin::.; all their dirt raovin:; at 30¢/yd.--hc~wever, they teal they'll make a profit 
on their washin;.s plant as the dirt fro:::: Lon:; Jul ch is supposed to avera6e )l.37. However, 
I feel their 6 round has not been properly tested. 'rhe r·aces in the bottOlilS of LOn6 and 
·,:indlass r:.ulches should be prufi table as unbiased reports state that the 6ro.vel tailinr..;s 

_. run fro:n 50¢ to 75¢/yd. If the gold was in the ;;ravel there is sufficient y.1rdage for 
nany years operation. ,,eserv0ir syste:.a. must be constructed before a grev.t deal of l)rofit 
ii made. 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

John Day Placers, Buffalo Gold Dredging Co. holdings Canyon District 
Grant County 

Old Name: Western Gold Dredge Co. This company maintained an office 

in John Day. Prominent directors included Ben F,ddleson, 

Portland, Oregon; Sanford Lonegart and E. C. Sty-skel, San 

Francisco, California. 

Operat--or-Owner:Buffalo Gold Dredging Co • ., 582 Market Stree1i, San Francisco, 

California and Mt. Vernon, Oregon, Box 56. Mr. E. E. Check, 

Location and 
Area: 

History-: 

Mining Engineer, is president. Mr. Paul Clemmons is superin

tendent in charge of operations\~~ 

The dredge is now in ~ 30 E., Sec 28, This is on 

the J obn Day Ri~~ • north of Mt. Vernon. Unworked 

placer.~~ or otherwise controlled by the company is 

si~~ ~he sections traversed by the river channel_. as it 

pr~sses to the west from the a'1Dove mentioned section. Out 

right ownership is claimed for about a 6 month reserve of 

workable ground. It is this land that is currently being worked. 

llineral rights are owned for an estimated ( and additional) 

two and a half year reserve. These mineral rights cover the 

river channel and rate increasingly doubtful in grade with progress 

to the west. 

Several different P.+acer operations have been conducted on the 

John Day River and in.the tributaries there to. The latest of 

these was the p;cesent set-up under the ownership of the Western 

Dredging Co. This company was one of the few gold mining 



Geology: 

Equipment: 

- 2 -
702 Woodlark Building 
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companies to resume operation in eastern Oregon after the 

late war. This operation terminated after but a short period 

of activity. It is generally understood that the operation 

was discontinued becaase of refusal of the county to permit 

the dredge to cross a county road and in deference to other 

difficulties attendant to the anti-dredging movement as then 

expressed by various groups. The circumstances under which 

the present operation was started are obscure and the writer 

was unable to obtain any clear or coherent statement on the 

subject from either company ~r c~~ficials interviewed. 

At any rate, dredging was ~~April 25th, 1949 and 

since bas progresse~~~e~ounty road. 

The placer~~• reported to average 300 feet in width. 

It~~~ iesent river channel closely. The gravel 

~~ occasional boulders in excess of a foot in diameter, 

but for the most part cobble size falls in the 5 to 6 inch 

bracket. Fines are mostly sands with a minimum of clay. Soil 

reportedly varies between 8 to 14 inches in thiclmess. Average 

depth to bedrock about 12 feet. Gold iB fine in size. 

The dredge is a bucket line unit which rates as a 6 foot boat. 

It is diesel-po'V'_Tered with sluices only for recovery purposes. 

Under present operating conditions the boat can handle about 

4000 cubic yards/ 24 hours. 
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Economics: The tract of ground now being worked (that estimated as good 

for six months operation) averages $0.28 per yard. The ground 

occurring on down-river averages around $0.18. Present cost 

of operation with a 13 m:an crew is $0.13 cents per yard. Pre

war cost of operation averaged $0.09 cents. The company plans 

to work the higher grade ground with the present equipment, but 
r - , -

they are currently sampling a property in Idaho with the intent 

of moving the dredge. The tentative plan is to work the re-

maining marginal ground with doodle-~g equipment 

future economic condi~ions pe~t~~o. 

**~~~~* 
.. \\\\%~ 

Report by: N. S. \ll;i~~ 
Date of Exam: May · 49\:) · 
Date of Report: ~ ~ ~ 9 

Informant: ~ ~ ~ns .. 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

.John Day Placers: Buffo.lo Golc. Dredc;ing Co. C:rnyon District 
Gre.nt County 

Old Name: Western Gold Dredge Company. 

This report is supp18ment I/ 1 to a report under the nbove title by NSV:, 5/23/ 49. 

Generc1.l: The operc.tion ref erred to in the oriEinaJ. report ,n2,r;; dis
continued in the late fall of 1949. This action YTE.s in line 
with a plirn to vrork a proven tract of good velue ground with 
the existent equipment, thereby reto ining an acrcf',e:o of lower 
ground in unspoiled condition for :possible eventue.l operation 
with doodle-bug er:uip~ent. 

The cor:1::iany has lookded l',t several placers in Oregon 2.nd in 
other states as vrell. One of the Ore~"';o~.reas repo·ctedly under 
considerotion ,nrn the ;~icldle Fork@!,\~e " Dey E:i.vsr in the 
vicinity of 2usi:mville. The c~r,:~ · - re :nlr,ns G.re, ho,,·evcr, 

un:cnoe.n. "· -,~~ l<· ·<f ;:- " ·<f ::-

Report by: 11.S. '"agner ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Date of report: i.larci1 1~ ~ \) 
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