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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Tiji JWSVIW WQIR WM C4,IIO! JWUNG DISTRICT I QWT COUITI 
• • , I 

. . 

Old la.mes: Rich Gulch . Placer, W1ndless Gulch Placers, '.tnland !cbo Claia. 

Leaseea: Hugh Caapbell a.nd Pearl Moore. 
,> ' ' 

Owners and Areaaa J:laer Sasser·~••••••••••••••••••••••• 200 acre1 

George llasaon &Beasie Finlayaon •••• 2a9 acres 

C.L. Roddick •••••••••••••••••••••••• .34 acre, 

c.o. Elliott••·•••·••·•·••••••·••··• 280 aore1 

Total •• , ••• ; ••••••••••• 803 acres 

Locations The property ie located two miles ea.at of Canyon City, Grant County 

as followst Sec. 36, T. 13 S., R. ,11. • •••••••• 440·acre1 

Sec. 31, T. 13 S • , R. .32 I. • •••••••• 200 acres 

Sec. 6, T. 14 s., R • .32 E. • ••••••••• 161 acre• 
10.3 acre1 

Hiatorz: The old town of 118.rysvllle is located near the center of this· tract. 

Both Rich Gulch on the east and Windless Gulch orl the west have been placered 

sporadically ever since the late 601 s, and the ground ia reportedly rich. 

During the summer of 1942 about 10 tons of chroaite noaf is ftid to have 
. . 

been picked up from the old placer boulder piles and ._-hipped to the stock-

pile at Seneca. 

Jliacellaneousa. Water rights on the Finlayson ditch date from 1465 (proof number 

822 a.ud 823) being 7.5· cubic feet per aeoond for mining ·purposes and 9,,1 

fe~t for agricultural use. 'fhe area con1t1ta of if gently north sloping 
I . . ~ 

alluTial tan lyin'g on the north side 0£ CtiU'Jyon Motlntatn whic·h has bean cut 

· by late youthtul ~ches to a depth of f'rom 30 to 50 teet. 

-

\ 
\ 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

geolop;s The fa.lea "bed.rock• consists of a tough more or less eoneolidated and 

ceaented yellow cla7 grit and oongloaerate .. hieh mo:re properly ahould be 

ca.llecl •tagloaerate•. It is composed of angular to aubangular ft,rapents of 

rock (of whieh ~ber• is a great Ta.riety of types) varying troa sand aize 

to boulder sise which lie in a matrix of yellow cl~ mineral which is 

soft and waxy but does not break down or swell when wet. When exposed by 

placering, this •bed.rock" forms a smooth aurt'ace with a ,slightly platy 

structure due to exf'oliation weathering. 

The surface alluvium varies troa 6 inches to 10 feet in thickness and 

carries boulders of all sizes and kinds. The upper 4 feet often consists 

of a soft gray (wind blown ?) silt. The grit and about one-third of the 

boulders will decompose fairly rapidly upon exposure but the majority of the 

boulders (which average 6 inches in diameter and range up to J feet in 

diameter) are hard and unaltered. Tp.1.s surface alluvium can be placered by 

:tzy-draulic methods and has been so mined in the past. The whole set-up ia 

11Uch like the compact gravel• on the Eeterly property south of the road 

except that many of the boulders are hard. •ost of the placering hae been 

on the weet eide of Rich Gulch. At no place are the workings deeper than 

8 or 10 feet. The gravels are predominantly subangular rather than rounded 

and bedding is largely absent or at least Tery indistinct. lud flow origin 

is suggested in many places. Chromite boulders are reported to be present 

in amounts up to 2% in these gr11vela but are said not to occur very far 

west of Rich Gulch, mosUy lying to the east of Rich Gulch. The Roddick 

placers lying on the crest of the ridge east of Rich Gulch to the south of 

the road have been recently mined over 2 or 3 acre• by a No. 1 Giant to a 

depth of about 5 feet and are said to have been quite rich. The gold is 



,. 

~'tate f]:)epa,z,&nent of §eofo9y and cfl1ineuif ff ndu1-t,z,ie1-

t 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

ooaree and angular with frequent epongq nuggets being found, soae of them 
. ' 

with quartz banging to them. 

Report hYa Z. I. AlleD, J'uly 7, 1942 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

MU21 IWl9 mmxo,;, cmm covm 

CaapMU and Moore b-1.J.eTe ~t thi■ tangloaerate can be wecl •• a whole, 

tlltt propoNd ••thod being bJ tir1t looaaug \he gra•el• w1 th cb'naai te at S 

toe\ oeatere, tba 1000,1111 it up with ahoTal. ud putU.c it throUCh a IMll 

portable wuher. The7 plan to work back on bench•• ud p to coaaidera.ble 

4eptha thil 1AO'• The, 'bellew 'that their prioritiea O&a be obtailaed bf the 

~ U0\1Dt of ebl"oaite, graTel ud l&Jld. 111 tu uter1al. 

the~ t.eeting t.b&t bu NG doll• apparat.l.7 eoaaiata of a fn NIIPl•• 
taun troa the old workiaga whffe thlobeaaea 111 \he •~rt1cul. weathered 

.:UUTi,a aal,r nm 11P to lO fNt., flleN ia •~ ~~~ 1a IQ' - •he
(1) '11• gold 'falllea co•tln•• doa into ~~~ p-&Yela 1D pqable 

-•t.e, (2) wbatbu there ia lllt~~~w •it.oar 1a t.he r ..... ot -4 or 

gr&Yel to aake nch J)1"ior1 ~~~on t•111,1•• aad (J) 1n141ther the 

eneolidated IJ'&Tela c~~eall.7 Jliaed at all. 

TheJ are aot. jv~~ 1n ftlMlldiDg arrr aon-,. w1 thou\ tir•t ll&kin1 t..a\ 

plta oYer tbe area 'tald.nl b'alk aaap1.e, to be ,21aed or nn eftl' r1tne1 ao u 

(1) Jaoua\ ot goltl. 

(2) .laount ot chrollite Plld a:nd. Nllld•r•• 

(3) LooaUon or ftl.vea ooth nrtical.17 &rld hori.sontall.7. 

lntll thia 1• done llfltrtiftUrl IO u w pnye the preaence ot appreei~ 

aao•t.• ot caroait., the ouaeea ot tletr 1•ttto1 M6 prioritiea are YVT ...U 

i1a4eed.. 

.. 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Hm1 111119 VDWJ,. WU COJm 

CapNll and ■eon belieT• that w.a taall,oaerate ea be aiae4 u a 11'DDla, 

ti. propoNCl aeibod 'being b7' tiret loe••illc the p-a•w with .,_.-1~ al J 

toot oater., tJum .... p1n, it up with abonl ucl p1tt1a1 it tllre11P a -11 

poriable. wuhu. ,..,. plan to work b&ok on •chea ud p to •••iclerable 

clepthl thi.1 wq. f'.b:e7 beli.tn tha.t \heir prioriti•• ea· be ot.4abl-4 by tha 

ao•t ot chroJlite, paftl. •d IU4 ill \he •terl.al• 
!he OBl¥ taU.1 t.hat bat NeD cloae appuaU,, COJ1eiau ot a f• ...,:Lea 

tu:a t.roa the old. werk111p nere thiua•• ... ill th• ~lid.al natMnd. 

.Uvrl• Oll1T raa -.p w 10 teet. !here ii • · •w 111 rq 11i1t4 whet.Mr 

(1) tu 1old. -.1.•• oenUmle .._ into · ···•· P"&wl.a 111 pqaai. 

cram w -.a a11Gll prio:ritJ.e• .· • t1Uibl•, ud (J) whether \lilt 

-aol14aw --1• 3~ . met at all, 

'l'he)r are aot j~ 111 -,_.tac _, .,..,. witaofl fin\ Mkilll \en 

pita oft!' ~ area ldb1 lN1Jt eeap1•• w be ~iaecl a l'\11 ...- rittl.N ao u 

to 4etffld.tlea. 

(l) ••i ot pl.cl. 

(2) .uoat of cllNaite aaa4 &114 bo11lurt. 

(-') t.ee&tion of ftl.11e• Nth 't"V'ii.U,. ad llorisoa~. 

latu thia la dee V-MMW!tlJX IO ae to ,......_ '- PN•-- of appreo1abla 

--- ot cbroai te, th• ...... ot tJwlr c•ttiDc ,_,, priwi\iea are TC7 ...u 

, .. 1. illea 
Nq ?, 1942 
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